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Water Wheel At Reckart Mill 


Water mills like rural covered 
bridges are disappearing one by 
one. However, in some places, 
such as in the community of Orr, 
W.Va. [near Cranesville], they 
are being preserved. 

The cover photograph for this 
issue of The Glades Star was 
taken by Clyde Cale and is of the 
wheel at Reckart’s Mill on 
Muddy Creek in neighboring 
Preston County, W. Va. It was 
photographed as part of a story 
on the Reckart Mill which is 
included in this issue. 

Clyde also did some research 
on the wheel itself, and supplied 
the following information. 

“The 20 foot overshot Fitz 
Waterwheel was made by the 
Fitz Waterwheel Company of 


Hanover, Pa., which was estab- 
lished in 1840 as the Hanover 
Foundry and Machine Shops. 
The first Fitz water wheels were 
of wood and developed by Samuel 
Fitz. Later, John Fitz, Samuel's 
son, developed the metal wheel, 
much like the one in the mill 
now. 

“The wheel inthis photograph 
was the second one used at the 
Reckart Mill. 

“One of the old photographs 
of the mill shows John Henry 
Reckart in a suit, standing in 
front of the waterwheel. It is 
possible that he may have in- 
stalled this wheel sometime in 
the early 1920’s and dressed up 
for the picture that was taken on 
the occasion.” 
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John Frazier’s 
Cabin 


On page 633 of the Decem- 
ber, 1995 issue of The Glades 
Star, there is an article about 
John Frazier’s 1775 cabin at 
Evitts Creek near Cumberland, 
Md. The article carries the in- 
formation that, “after the defeat 
of Washington at Ft. Necessity, 
the French commander burned 
all the buildings at Gist’s plan- 
tation. Presumably, he did the 
same thing to John Frazier, forc- 
ing him to return to the Cum- 
berland area.” 

One of the Society's members 
has called attention to a sen- 
tence in the book about Braddock 
called, “Ill-Starred General.” It 
confirms the fact that Frazier’s 
cabin was also destroyed after 
the defeat at Ft. Necessity. 

In the 2nd paragraph on 
p.246, there is the following sen- 
tence setting the time of several 
hours priorto the battle at Turtle 
Creek. 

“Almost directly opposite, just 
below the incline [to the river] 
where St. Clair’s picks and shov- 
els clinked and grated, lay the 
charred logs of a cabin which 
both Gist and Washington rec- 
ognized as that of John Frazier, 
the Scot trader and gunsmith.” 

Thanks for the confirming in- 
formation about the cabin. 


General Crook 
Information 


From time to time requests 
are made to the Historical Soci- 
ety about information on Gen- 
eral George Crook, Civil War 
general and Indian fighter. Many 
history buffs know that he was 
one of two generals kidnapped 


by Confederate soldiers in 
Cumberland in 1864. A few even 
know that James Dailey, his 
future brother-in-law, was in the 
Confederate raiding party. How- 
ever, further detailed informa- 
tion about the life of General 
George Crook is hard to find. 
Your Editor has located abook 
store which has a series of three 


new paperback volumes on Gen- 


eral Crook, dealing mainly with 
his life after the Civil War when 
he was stationed in the West. 

The three books, along with 
their price, are listed below. 

Campaigning With Crook,by 
Capt. Charles King, $9.95 plus 
$2.50 postage. 

On The Border With Crook, 
by John G. Bourke, $14.00 plus 
$2.50. 

Gen. George Crook, Autobi- 
ography, Ed. Martin F. Schmitt, 
$13.95 plus $2.50. 

These books may be pur- 
chased by telephone with Visa 
cards or letters from Territorial 
Book Trader, 401 Allen Street, 
Tombstone, Arizona 85638. Tele- 
phone (520) 457-3170. If more 
than one book is ordered, add 
$1.00 extra postage for each ad- 
ditional book. 
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June 20, 1996 Is 
Announced Date For 


Annual Banquet 


Plans have now been com- 
pleted for the annual Historical 
Society dinner in June of this 
year. It will be heldon Thursday 
evening, June 20th at Bittinger 
Community Building, Bittinger, 
Maryland. As presently planned 
the menu will feature a dinner 
for the price of $8.00 per person. 
Starting time for the banquet 
will be 6:30 P.M. 

Guest speaker for the evening 
will be Mr. Lawrence Cosner, 
Civil War historian and Circula- 
tion Manager of The Glades Star. 
His talk will center on the Civil 
War and Garrett County, and is 
drawn from years of research on 
the subject. He will tell how 
incidents in Garrett County fit 
into the greater scheme of events 
of the Civil War. 

During the evening of the 
banquet, there will be the cus- 
tomary business session. It will 
include items concerning the 
Society, election of new mem- 
bers to the Board of Directors 
and plans for the Society during 
the coming year. 

Also, that evening, a special 
table will be set up near the 
entrance with a limited number 
of publications offered for sale 
by the Society. Included will be 
bound volumes of The Glades 
Star, Garrett County History, 
Hoye’s Pioneer Families of 
Garrett County, Corrigendum to 
Garrett County Graves, Deer 
Park Then & Now, and copies of 
the Garrett County Historical 
Map. 
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Letters From 


Members 
Between issues of The Glades 


Star quite a number of letters 
come from Society members giv- 
ing information or advice on items 
appearing in the “Star” articles. 
For example, an article in one 
issue asked questions about 
towns which are almost forgot- 
ten in Garrett County and the 
surrounding area. 

In this issue, is quoted part of 
the contents of a letter from 
Charles McIntyer about towns 
he could remember, some of them 
in near-by West Virginia. 

“.... here are names of towns 
long gone. 

“Dawson, Md., Gleason, Md. 
(Post Office in W. Va.), Hubbard, 
Md., Potomac Manor, W.Va., 
Shallmar, Md. Schell, W. Va., 
Oakmont, W. Va,., Eddy, W. Va., 
(these last two were on the branch 
railroad to Elk Garden, W. Va.)” 

Charles McIntyre adds the 
following information about the 
naming of the town of Vindex, 
Md. 

“Vindex got its name in the 
following manner. Mr. Andrew 
Crighton was going through the 
dictionary to find a suitable name 
for the town. As he came to the 
V’s he said this is the index so he 
wrote 'V -index ' which became 
Vindex. The town had been called 
Maysville and several other 
names before Vindex. 

“Shallmar got its name from 
reversing W.A. Marshall’s name, 
the owner of the town to Shall- 
Mar. 

“There were anumberofplaces 
along the Western Maryland R.R. 
as it went up the Potomac River. 
Long gone are Barnum, Har- 


rison.” 

Charles adds a personal recol- 
lection of riding on the railroad. 

“I can remember riding the 
Western Maryland Railway from 
Cumberland to Elkins, W.Va. - 
by accident. One time going home 
to Shallmar (Harrison station) I 
went to sleep and they took me all 
the way up to the end of the line. 
Then, they returned me to 
Harrison the next day.” 


Donations 


The Museum has received as 
gifts a number of books recently, 
which will be on the shelves of 
the Museum for research. 
McRobie/McCrobie Genealogy 

by Raymond McRobie 
100th Anniversary Celebration 
of St. Paul’s in Accident 
donated by Rev. Roland Nairn, 
Ill 
Savage Is My Name 
by Blair Savage 
The Daniel Beachy Family of 
Aurora, WV 
by M. Marie and Paul H. 
Yoder 
The Wilt Families 
by Walter L. Warnick 
German Settlers of Pennsylva- 
nia & Adjacent Territory 
donated by Jean B. Lohr 
Virginia Valley Records 
donated by Jean B. Lohr 
Frostburg’s Percy Cemetery 
donated by Jean B. Lohr 
Rose Hill Cemetery, 
Cumberland 

donated by Jean B. Lohr 

The Society appreciates the 
generosity extended to us by the 
above persons. We would remind 
the membership to consider do- 
nating a copy of family history if 
one is available; we are grateful 
for each and every one received. 
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A, B, C’s Once More Taught At 
Compton School 


For 30 years Compton School 
stood as a vacant building at the 
intersection of New Germany 
and Chestnut Ridge roads. The 
last tenants had been a car and 
pick-up truck, because the old 
log building was used as a ga- 
rage. Then, on the brink of de- 
struction, it was given a new 
life. The 150-year-old log school 
building was dismantled and 
moved to Penn Alps. 


Today, Compton School once 
more hosts squirming students; 
visitors to Spruce Forest Arti- 
san Village at Penn Alps who 
want to see what a school house 
looked like 150 years ago. 


Somebody Ought To Do 
Something 


From 1980 onward, nostalgic 
people who passed the aban- 
doned school building said, 
“Somebody ought to do some- 
thing!” Many ofthem could envi- 
sion a car or truck sliding 
through the intersection and 
smashing into the building. It 
had happened once before; the 
pushed in logs on the front side 
identified the fact. One more 
accident would cause the build- 
ing to collapse into a heap of old 
logs and roof timbers. 


Several miles away, “some- 
body” was making plans “to do 
something.” This was Dr. Alta 
Schrock and the management of 
Spruce Forest Artisan Village at 
Penn Alps. They had been in the 
business of rescuing log build- 
ings for 20 years and knew about 
the situation of Compton School. 


“Our hope was that time 
wouldn't run out for Compton 
School before we could get it 
moved,” said Dr. Schrock. “Fi- 
nally, Mrs. Cora Broadwater, 
the owner, let us have the build- 
ing in 1988.” 

Architects And History 


Once the building had been 
given to the Penn Alps group, a 
year passed before it was dis- 
mantled and moved. Many 
things had to be done in prepa- 
ration for the move such as a 
detailed architectural investiga- 
tion, locating the exact spot for 
it at the village, etc. 


Although it had been used as 
a home for the Compton family 
at one time, Mr. Douglas Reed, 
an architectural historian said 
it had originally been built as a 
school. He pointed to the fact 
that there was no evidence of a 
fire place in the old structure. 
Instead, the building was heated 
by a stove, an item which pri- 
vate home builders normally 
could not afford. 


Douglas Reed also made a 
detailed plan of the building and 
marked all the logs with metal 
tags. In conjunction with the 
Spruce Forest Artisan Village, 
he formulated a dismantling and 
assembling plan before the 
moved was actually made. Mean- 
while, concrete footers were pre- 
pared at Penn Alps for the 
building's reassembly. 

Finally, in the Fall of 1989, 
the building was dismantled and 
the logs moved to Penn Alps. In 
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The school was heated by a stove 
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the Spring of 1990, it was reas- 
sembled among the other log 
buildings at Spruce Forest Arti- 
san Village. 


Empty School Room 


With a new roof and win- 
dows, the Compton School looked 
much the same as it did when it 
was built 150 years ago. How- 
ever, there was more work to be 
done before it could be called a 
school house again. The empty 
school room had to be furnished 
with desks, blackboards, shelves 
and a period stove. Mrs. Esther 
Yoder, Director of the Village, 
was a former school principal. 
She undertook the job of refur- 
nishing the empty building to 
look just as it had before the 
“turn of the Century.” She chose 
this time period because records 
indicated that the building 
wasn't used as aschool very long 
after 1900. 


At first it seemed that no 
school items of the period re- 
mained. 1900 was a long time 
before and the intervening years 
had taken their toll on souvenirs 
gleaned from other school clos- 
ings. Then, some old Funk & 
Wagnalls school maps were 
found and donated to the 
Compton School. Six double 
desks with folding seats were 
found together with a long 
wooden bench. A teacher's desk 
was located and some old text 
books were donated to the school. 

To complete the list of things 
needed, someone found and do- 
nated a “pot bellied” stove to 
heatthe building in cool weather. 

The Human Touch 

Little by little the school was 

furnished, but more work had to 


be done to give it the appearance 
of a real school room. It needed 
students’ personal items. 

They were not as hard to find 
as the large pieces of furniture. 
Many people in the area had old 
shoes, hats, gloves and even 
lunch pails which they donated 
to the school. Placed on shelves 
and hung on pegs, the personal 
items made the school room look 
as if the children of a hundred 
years ago had just run outside 
for Recess. 


Today 


Volunteers now shepherd 
youngsters in and out of the 
Compton School at Penn Alps. 
Some children are a little reluc- 
tant to sit in the old double desks 
which look so different from their 
modern school desks. However, 
once seated, they look around in 
awe as they see how a school 
appeared 100 years ago. 


Then, on some days, the visit- 
ing students have aspecial treat; 
Esther Yoder, herself, stops by 
the old school house. Like any 
good teacher she begins with, “... 
boys and girls, can you imagine 
how it would be to go to school in 
a log building like this?’ 

Speaking in a slightly hushed 
voice, she talks about maps, 
books, and what children used 
to wear. She describes how they 
would gather around the stove 
on a cold day, and how cocoa 
could be heated on the ring at 
the top of the old stove. 


And even though it is only for 
a short time, with today’s chil- 
dren seated at the desks, the 
A.B.C’s are once more taught at 
the old Compton School. 
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St. Paul’s Church Celebrates 100th 





Anniversary 


On Sunday, November 5, 
1995, the congregation of St. 
Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Accident, Md., cel- 
ebrated the 100th Anniversary 
of the church building. By 4 
P.M. the brick church on the 
main street of Accident was filled 
with members and friends who 
wished to participate in the Sun- 
day afternoon service. It was a 
time for both solemnity and re- 
joicing; the congregation had 
worshiped there for 100 years 
and was looking forward to the 
second century of its existence. 


Bishop Alexander Black 


Accompanied by the congre- 
gation singing the hymn, “Praise 
To The Lord The Almighty,” 
Bishop Alexander Black and at- 
tending clergy opened the 100th 
Anniversary Service. In proces- 
sion with him were the Rev. 
Roland E. Nairn, Presiding Min- 
ister of St. Paul’s; William 
Carlson and Stephen Yelovich, 
former ministers of the congre- 
gation. The Rev. Louise Knotts 
of Bittinger, Md. and the Rev. 
Paul Poerschke of Davis, W. Va. 
also joined the clergy group with 
Bishop Black. 


The service itself followed the 
Holy Communion liturgy of the 
Lutheran Church, E.L.C.A. Dur- 
ing the “opening announce- 
ments,” Pastor Nairn instructed 
the people as to the manner in 
which the sacraments of Holy 
Communion would be distrib- 
uted to the congregation. 
Congregational Participation 

A combined choir from the 


Accident Lutheran Parish led 
the congregation in singing the 
hymns selected for the service. 
Mr. Corey Bergstrom of Acci- 
dent read the first and second 
lessons and the Psalm chosen 
for the day. Special musical se- 
lections were provided by Becky 
and Lancie Berkebile whoplayed 
violin solos. The organist was 
Patricia Foley. 


The congregational participa- 
tion also continued after the ser- 
vice was over, when Ruth Beitzel 
of Point View Inn Restaurant 
provided a dinner for members 
and friends at the Flowery Vale 
Community Center. 


Preparation For The 100th 
Anniversary 


The Sunday afternoon ser- 
vice on November 5th was the 
climax of preparations for the 
100th Anniversary of St. Paul’s 
church. 


It started with the renova- 
tion of the brick building itself 
several years ago; extensive re- 
pairs were made to the belfry 
and steeple of the bell tower. 
Next, repairs were made to the 
roof, brickwork was “pointed up,” 
and the exterior wood trim was 
given a fresh coat of paint. 


Later, a new concrete side- 
walk completed the landscaping 
in front of the church building 
and paving of the parking lot 


completed work in the back. 


Cornerstone Removed And 
Replaced 


On July 5, 1995, the 100-year- 
oldcornerstone was removed and 
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William Carlson (Pastor 1949-1984) Stephen Yelovich (Pastor 
1985-1994) Roland Nairn, Ill (Present Pastor) 


its contents examined. The cor- 
nerstone had been put into place 
on July 11, 1895, when the 
church was erected. 


History indicates that a 
Lutheran Church congregation 
was formed in Accident in 1842. 
It later split with the formation 
of St. Paul’s congregation as the 
Accident Evangelical English 
Lutheran Church. The corner- 
stone of the building has this 
particular designation engraved 
upon it. 

Within the old cornerstone 
were found five items.; two news- 


paper type of periodicals, one 
called‘The Young Lutheran’ and 
another called, ‘The Lutheran 
Observer. This latter periodical 
was printed on July 5, 1895, and 
was exactly 100 years old on the 
day it was removed from the 
cornerstone. 


Included with the periodicals 
was a tiny leather covered New 
Testament, and a copy of The 
Discipline of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church. Also, there 
was a souvenir coin from the 
Chicago Columbia Exposition of 
1893. 
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The 100 year old cornerstone 
has now been replaced, with 
some additional material put 
inside it. Included are lists nam- 
ing: the recorded members of 
the 1895 congregation, the 
present day members, the names 
of the Anniversary Committee 
members, a copy of the Sept. 
1995 Glades Star article about 
St. Paul’s Church, and a listing 
of the gifts and memorials for 
the stained glass windows. 


Added to all of this was a list 
of the pastors from 1895-1995, 
coins, photographs, and a mes- 
sage from Pastor Nairn. 


Outside and Inside on 
November 5th 


Several days prior to the An- 
niversary Service, wreaths were 
placed on the double doors at the 
front entrance of the church. 
Each wreath had a gold ribbons 
which carried the dates 1895- 
1995, proclaiming the 100 year 
life of the building. 


Inside the doorway was a 
small table with four large Bibles 
upon it. They were ones which 
had been presented to the con- 
gregation over the years for use 
in the church. Their sturdy 
leather binding guaranteed that 
with proper care, they will be on 
exhibit when the 200th Anni- 
versary is celebrated. 


Standing inside the square 
formed by the four Bibles was a 
small “Book of Worship.” It had 
survived more than a century of 
use, having a printing date of 
1871 inside the cover. 

The Future 


Sometime in the near future, 
several mementoes will be placed 


inside a “time capsule” to be 
buried next to the corner stone 
the church. In the same manner 
that the 1895 cornerstone was 
removed this year, the “time cap- 
sule” will be dug up 100 years 
from now. 


What will the mementoes look 
like to the future congregation? 
What will the future congrega- 
tion itself be like? For that mat- 
ter, what will the structure of 
St. Paul’s look like 100 years 
from now in the year 2095 A.D.? 


There could be a variety of 
answers to these questions. 


Obviously, the Accident com- 
munity is growing and with the 
community's growth it is rea- 
sonable to assume that St. Paul’s 
congregation will be larger. 
Thus, there is bound to be an 
enlargement of the building it- 
self. 


But what will the congrega- 
tion be like? Probably, pretty 
much the same as it is now. 


Perhaps a more complete an- 
swer lies in words from the final 
hymn sung at the close of the 
Anniversary Service; “The 
Church’s One Foundation.” 


The first verse of this hymn 
has the words, “the church’s one 
foundation is Jesus Christ her 
Lord.” As long as the future con- 
gregation builds on this kind of 
“foundation”, it will be able to 
survive the “toils, tribulation and 
tumults” of the next century. 


And ... inthe year 2095 A.D., 
there will be a 200th Anniver- 
sary Service celebrated at St. 
Paul's, Accident, Md. 


End 
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Jennings Bros. R.R. and the Castleman 
River Railroad 


It is interesting to observe 
that the two railroads which ex- 
isted for the longest time in 
Garrett County both had the 
same commodity history. In the 
beginning they hauled lumber; 
at the end they hauled coal. 

In the northern part of the 
County, the Jennings Bros. Rail- 
road began as a railroad to haul 
logs and “cut lumber” from the 
forests to the main line of the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
near Meyersdale, Pa. At the end 
of its existence, the lumber rail- 
road had changed to a coal haul- 
ing railroad; handling coal from 
the Casselman River basin. 

Having an almost identical 
history, the Preston Railroad 
began as a lumber hauling rail- 
road and ended as a coal hauling 
railroad. 

The only difference between 
the two was that the Preston 
Railroad had spur lines which 
ran into the neighboring coun- 
ties of West Virginia. 

The Jennings Bros. 
Company 

Although they had been in 
the lumber business in Pennsyl- 
vania for a number of years, the 
Jennings Bros. company did not 
come into Maryland until 1899. 

During August, 1899, Jen- 
nings Bros. company bought over 
6,000 acres of land in the 
Meadow Mountain - Negro 
Mountain area. Shortly after the 
purchase, their surveyors began 
to lay out a route for a standard 
gauge railroad along the banks 
of the Casselman River. By fol- 
lowing the river, the surveyors 
were able to lay out a road bed 
which had grades suitable for 


rod driven locomotives. 

The grading of the right of 
way for the new railroad was 
completed late in 1900 and in 
1901, the work of laying the rails 
began. sixty years later, when 
the rail line was abandoned, it 
had reached as far east as the 
marsh area between Meadow 
Mountain and Negro Mountain 
and had over 30 miles of track- 
age. 

Anticipating completion ofthe 
rail line, Cortez and B. Worth 
Jennings began the construction 
of a band type saw mill. Includ- 
ing a pond for handling logs, the 
mill was located at the junction 
of the Casselman River with Big 
Laurel Run. A village quickly 
grew up on the near-by farm 
land in the neighborhood of the 
mill. As atribute tothe Jennings 
brothers, the town was named 
“Jennings.” 

When it was in full operation, 
the Jennings saw mill averaged 
30 to 50,000 board feet of cut 
lumber per day. The output of 
the mill depended on the kind of 
wood that was being sawed, and 
on occasions, the mill could cut 
as much as 90,000 board feet per 
day. 

Davis, Maryland 

Jennings, Maryland, was not 
the only mill town located in the 
Casselman River Valley, east of 
Grantsville. Thirteen years af- 
ter the Jennings Bros. company 
began cutting timber in the area, 
asecond lumber company moved 
into the valley and built a saw 
mill. The town which grew up 
around it was called “Davis” and 
was located on the north branch 
of the Casselman River. Not far 
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Railroad right-of-way at Jennings. 
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off the main line of the railroad, 
it was about half way between 
Grantsville and Jennings. 

In 1913, J.B. Davis, a lumber 
operator from Ursina, Pa., pur- 
chased land in the valley area of 
the north branch. There he built 
a band type saw mill, a post 
office and 20 houses forthe work- 
men. Eventually, Davis, Md., 
became a fine example of what a 
company could do for its work- 
men and their families. 

The Davis company’s inven- 
tory of timber lay: on the hill- 
sides of the north branch and 
Tarkiln Run. The mill cut about 
30,000 board feet of lumber a 
day and had an unusual rail- 
road track arrangement for both 
standard and narrow gauge 
equipment. 

A standard gauge track ran 
between the mill and the junc- 
tion with the main line of the 
Jennings Bros. Railroad. How- 
ever, the logs cut on the hillsides 
were hauled to the mill on a 
narrow gauge railroad. To ac- 
commodate the narrow gauge 
locomotives and cars in the mill 
area, the standard gauge line 
had an extra rail in the tracks to 
handle both kinds of equipment. 

Shortly after the end of W.W. 
I, J. B. Davis finished cutting 
the timber on the land he had 
leased and/or purchased. He 
closed the mill and began to re- 
moved the machinery to a new 
location back in Pennsylvania. 
By 1920, the mill and all the 
houses of Davis, Maryland, were 
gone. Today, only a few scat- 
tered earthen mounds and the 
remains of the log pond bear 
witness to the fact that the town 
ever existed. 

End Of One Era 

Beginning Of Another 

About the time J. B. Davis 


came into Garrett County, the 
Jennings Bros. company had 
begun to sell off its lumber inter- 
ests. A succession of companies 
bought different parts of the 
Jennings Bros. holdings. The 
railroad changed hands as the 
companies came and went; like- 
wise, the name of the rail line 
changed several times. At the 
end it was called the “Castleman 
River Railroad.” 

However, when the timber 
cutting ended, this was not the 
end of use for the railroad. As 
the forests vanished, the miner- 
als under the land assumed a 
new role. Coal instead of lumber 
became the major commodity 
shipped over the railroad for the 
final 30 years of its existence. 

Louis Mogart opened a mine 
on the south branch of the 
Cassleman River and shipped 
coal over the railroad until about 
1940. By that time, “strip” min- 
ing was taking place in the 
Casselman basin, and trucks 
carried coal to tipples at various 
spots on the rail line. 

Last Days 

During the final years of its 
life, the rail line built along the 
banks of the Casselman River 
could be termed the “railroad 
that refused to die.” It was kept 
alive by alow volume of haulage 
from local lumber mills in the 
Grantsville area. In addition, the 
Union Firebrick Company es- 
tablished a brick plant near 
Jennings. Hauling its products 
also kept the rail line in busi- 
ness. Finally, however, the end 
came in 1959, when the tracks 
were removed and the rail line 
was abandoned. 

Today, the old right-of-way is 
clearly evident beside the river 
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Old cross ties beside Casselman River. 
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Lumber Railroad “Shops” 


It is one thing to haul items 
on a railroad, and another to 
maintain the engines and cars. 
Heavy loads, uneven track, acci- 
dents and fires all take their toll 
on rolling stock of a railroad. 
Thus, it is necessary to have a 
repair shop for a railroad line. 

“Shops’ or repair facilities for 
the railroad owned by the 
Jennings Bros. company (and 
other lumber railroads too) was 
the foundry at West Salisbury, 
Pa. Although it handled a vari- 
ety of foundry jobs, it was also 
large enough to handle repairs 
to railroad cars and locomotives. 

In fact, the foundry building 
had a special door and tracks to 
bring railroad equipment inside 
for repairs. 

Consider some of the railroad 
jobs undertaken by the foundry. 

Suppose an accident causeda 
piece to be broken out of a rail- 
road car wheel. Knowing that 
tons of weight are involved, how 
can the old wheel be pulled off 
the axle and a new one put on? 
The foundry had cranes to lft 
the pieces around and a 600 ton 
force press to push off the old 
wheel and press on a new one. 

In addition, since the facility 
was an iron foundry; new pieces 
and parts could be cast for cars 
and locomotives when necessary. 

Boiler inspections and repairs 
were a standard part of the work 
which was done at the foundry. 
At one time, the West Salisbury 
Foundry even manufactured 
steam tractors, some of which 
were exported to South America. 

“Shops” Fire 
It was a railroad locomotive 


that produced a disastrous fire 
at the West Salisbury facility. 
Back in 19385, while the rail line 
was still in operation, a locomo- 
tive was run into the building 
for some repair work. 

A standard procedure, when- 
ever this was done, was to knock 
the fire out of the grates on the 
locomotive prior to moving the 
engine indoors. The job required 
the use of long pokers normally 
carried on the locomotive for such 
use. Dutifully, the train crew 
ran the engine into the siding 
which led to the foundry door. 
They knocked the fire out of the 
grates, and then forgetting how 
hot the pokers had become, they 
hung them up inthe locomotive’s 
wooden cab. 

During the night, the hot pok- 
ers set the cab on fire. Eventu- 
ally, the burning cab set the roof 
and the rest of the foundry on 
fire. 

Today 

There is still a clear reminder 
that the foundry was once the 
“shops” for the railroad that ran 
along the banksofthe Casselman 
River. Although the tracks have 
been gone for 35 years, there is 
still a big doorway in the build- 
ing with a small curved arch in 
the brickwork over top of the 
door. 

Why the curved arch? 

Because West Salisbury 
Foundry was the local lumber 
railroads “shops’ and the curve 
was needed to give clearance for 
locomotive smoke stacks. 
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John Grant beside his Army surplus Jeep. 
Army Surplus, G.I. Bill, and Veteran’s 
Heritage 


by John Grant 


Although 50 years have gone 
by since the end of W.W_II, when- 
ever | hear the words “Army 
Surplus” two things come to 
mind; My Army surplus Jeep 
and the storage lot in Oakland 
owned by Ralph Pritts full of 
Army surplus vehicles. The Jeep 
lasted four years and [| drove it 
63,000 miles in that time. Ralph 
Pritts’ inventory didn’t last quite 
that long, but while it was there 
in the lot beside the B&O Sta- 
tion, it was a miniature mu- 
seum of “surplus” oddities. 

The “Duck” 

However, one of the strang- 
est “surplus” vehicles in Garrett 
County was the “duck” on Deep 
Creek Lake during 1946-47. I 
forget who owned it, but it used 
to be driven in and out of the 
Lake at Thayer's Barn. For those 
who can’t recall it, the “duck” 
was a boat with truck wheels 
that was capable of running in 
water as a boat or down the 


highway as a truck. 

A strange looking machine, it 
was painted “G.I.” olive drab 
color and took passengers on 
rides around the Lake. “Buck” 
Dreyer seemed to be the un- 
official Captain of the “duck,” 
and during the two summers it 
was on the Lake it was the sub- 
ject of both ridicule and amaze- 
ment. 

Homecoming 

Ofcourse, the summer of 1946 
was the “roaring 20's’ for cel- 
ebrating the return home of G.I.s 
from all over the world. Each 
night it seemed that someone 
else had returned and turned- 
up at Cabin Lodge or Railey’s 
Stone Tavern. With their return 
came all kinds of stories; stories 
of valor, crazy narrow escapes, 
and the unusual meeting of 
friends in “far away places.” 

One example of what must 
have happened to Garrett 
County service men many times 
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was typified by the meeting of 
Jim Darby and John Sharps. 
Jim was in the China-Burma- 
India Theater and spent a short 
time in Shang-hai, China. Walk- 
ing down the street one day, he 
met John Sharps coming in the 
opposite direction. 

Then, there were other 
Garrett County men who met 
one another on a regular basis 
after getting a week-end pass to 
London or some other foreign 
capital. 

Shortages 

Earlier in this article I used 
the word “surplus.” The year or 
so following the end of W.W. II 
was also a time of “shortages.” 

For example, I had my Army 
surplus Jeep for almost a year 
before I could buy some automo- 
bile paint of the color that I 
wanted. When I first got the 
Jeep, the only paint color avail- 
able in the local stores was Eas- 
ter Egg Blue; somehow, it seem- 
ed an inappropriate colorto paint 
a surplus Army Jeep. 

The “G.I. Bill” 

One of the finest things ever 
done by the U.S. Congress was 
the passage of the G.I.Bill. Two 
provisions of this bill, properly 
know as Public Law #316 and 
Public Law #243 [?], provided 
educational opportunities forthe 
W.W.II veterans. 

Coming on the heels of the 
Depression, W.W. II meant that 
thousands of young men were 
deprived of a chance to get a 
college education. But following 
W.W. II, the G.I. Bill changed all 
of this. Colleges and universi- 
ties were filled with thousands 
of veterans who wanted to get an 
education. 

The pressure of so many 


“older” students enrolled in 
schools brought about drastic 
changes in teaching methods. 
Gone was the naivety of new 
high school graduates entering 
college to be overawed by the 
college professors. In their place 
were adult students who refused 
to stop asking the question of 
“how” and “why” until they were 
satisfied that the teacher had 
given them the proper answer. 

Looking back on the post-war 
era 50 years later, it is evident 
that the influx of veterans 
brought lasting changes to col- 
leges and universities. One of 
the most obvious changes is the 
whole notion of Continuing Edu- 
cation for adults. Now, it is not 
unusual to find a mix of both 
older and younger students sit- 
ting in aclass room, studying in 
the library, or relaxing in the 
student union. 

Heritage 

Anexamination of history will 
show that returning veterans 
have brought about changes fol- 
lowing every war. There have 
been the introduction of new 
ideas and dismissal of old ones. 
There have been complete 
changes in the social situation of 
the society to which they re- 
turned. There have been bonds 
formed between nations that 
have lasted centuries longer than 
the recollection of the “common 
cause’ which united them in the 
first place. 

The return of W.W.II veter- 


‘ans was not any different. They 


went forth to defend our nation 
and on returning helped to mold 
that nation a little bit closer to 
the one envisioned by the found- 
ing fathers of the United States 
of America. 
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OAKLAND COUNCIL ORDERS “FAST” 
TIME: COUNTY TO STAY ON STANDARD 


Mayor Hesen Calls Surprise Special Meeting Monday 





To Reverse Action of Two Weeks Previous 





Qakland will go on davlight time Sunday morning but the 
County will remain on standard, accorairy to actio:, «2 ¢fFieials 
this woeh 

Afte. deciding two weeks aro thar davlige’ ss ine time 
Was i question to be decided by the Count & onenossiomers, the 
Oakland Mayor and Town Council in a siirrrse stormed ajeeting 
en Monday night passed a motion that Oe kia weuid teri ond 
for cn dav iehetinies om Sulidauyeavlay eae. el aren eA Ge 
Hesen and five councilmen, Dr. E. 1. DOcunieart inci | eer anaee 
Stemple, Ralph Pritts, Edward Schmidt, ond Earl Shartse™, voted 
in favor of the motion, and Prentice DeBerry voted against. The 





latter declared he woo against the 
Woe TOES, Bea Soe FS 
THURSDAY, MAY 20, 1948. COULLY=Wide Measul marl Shartzer 





Wee not present bur Mayor Hesen de- 
clared he had his oral vote. 


County To Remain 1949 decision by Oakland 
on Standard Time Town Council. 
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That the county would remain on 


standard time was definitely decided to the Oakland advocates of Day- 
at a meeting of the County Com- light Saving Time. Most of them 
missioners on Tuesday afternoon WereUlicincccnino nemenatie 
when they had before them Mayor j ooo y 
Joseph W. Hinebaugh and Dr. EL 1. recognized they couldn’t put on 
Baumgartner, president of the Oak- asuccessful Centennial Celebra- 
land City Council, - ; : ‘ 
beens chelegeats, SOREN tion with the town split between 
RENTHGO fete, Bgl OIG SOR fast” and “slow” time. 

oatunier slates Wr nd Brarmetietae ets The “Time Controversy” came 
Seproembe. 1, 

The Sourd advised them that since to eae) end on May 9, 1949, ata 
ney feel “that the large majerity of meeting of the Oakland Town 
the citizens of tie COUNTY ubiect lo Council. Once more the Day- 
daylight saving time they therefore : : : 
will remain on standard time as far light Saving Time proposal was 
as the county is concerned.” put on the meeting’s agenda. 

What effect this would have on any There wasa long and sometime 
action by the Oakland Citv council j 
Was not immediately known. The rev- heated, debate on the proposal. 
ular meeting of the Mayer and coun- Finally, the vote was called for 
vil is) not) scheduled until Monday, and the terse language of the 
June 7. and there were no indication: + . 
that any special meetines were con- Council's minutes recorded the 
templated. end” with the words, “Fast time 


Commissioner’s decision in 1948. motion failed by a vote of 4 to 3.” 
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The Great Time Controversy 


Today, the whole matter may 
seem ridiculous, but 50 years 
ago, the citizens of Garrett 
County got caught up in a bitter 
dispute between Daylight Sav- 
ings Time and Standard Time. 
Although most of the action in 
the dispute was centered in Oak- 
land, it had County-wide reper- 
cussions since Oakland was the 
County Seat. 

Like many disputes it wasn’t 
settled easily, and for parts of 
three years, the County was 
caught up in the “Great Time 
Controversy.” 

Daylight Time For The 

County 

When the United States en- 
tered W.W.II, one of the first 
things Congress did under its 
wartime powers was to move 
the entire country ahead one 
hour in time. It was done to 
conserve electricity. Thus, even 
though it began in December, 
the traditional Daylight Savings 
Time went into effect “year 
round.” After the surrender of 
the Japanese in September, 
1945, much of the country went 
back to Standard Time in Octo- 
ber of that year. 

Garrett County did the same. 
Then, in the Spring of 1946, be- 
gan the “time’ controversy; it 
was based on the question, 
“Should Garrett County be on 
‘fast’ or ‘slow time?” 

Garrett County And 
Pennsylvania 

The advancement of time to 
Daylight Saving Time in the 
Spring of each year was not un- 
known to the people of Garrett 
County. The neighboring coun- 
ties of Pennsylvania always 
moved their clocks ahead in the 
Spring as the whole state went 


on “fast” time. For those Garrett 
Countians who listened to KDKA 
Pittsburgh radio programs, it 
meant the inconvenience of tun- 
ing-in one hour earlier for news 
or favorite radio shows. 

Some citizens of Garrett 
County who lived near the state 
line and conducted business in 
Pennsylvania usually turned 
their clocks ahead one hour. 
Thus, many people in the north- 
ern part of the County went on 
“fast” time regardless of the fact 
that the rest of the County was 
still on “slow” time. 

A Bit Of History 

Until the railroad passenger 
trains began to run on a sched- 
ule which had specific times for 
arrivals and departures, no one 
really cared about the exact time. 
However, when the U.S. was 
criss-crossed with a number of 
railroad lines, there grew to be 
over 100 different “railroad” 
times in the country. Finally, in 
1883, the railroads’ association 
divided the U.S. into four differ- 
ent time zones. By means of the 
railroad telegraph, almost all 
cities and towns in any time 
zone were “on time” with each 
other. 

Originally, Daylight Saving 
Time was the concept of an In- 
dustrial Engineer who wanted 
to give working men more lei- 
sure daylight hours in the sum- 
mertime. 

First Rumblings of Discord 

Daylight or “fast” time for all 
of Maryland became an issue 
during the early months of 1946. 
The City of Baltimore and other 
municipalities wanted “fast” 
time; many of the smaller cities 
and rural areas wanted to stay 
on “slow” time. 
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Eventually the Maryland Leg- 
islature got involved in the mat- 
ter and asked Governor O’Conor 
for some kind of guidance. As it 
turned out, he was not much 
help to the advocates of “fast” 
time. In a statement issued on 
May 9, 1946, the Governor said 
he had “no legal authority to 
establish Daylight Saving Time 
on a state-wide basis.” 

In Garrett County, the ques- 
tion was brought before the 
County Commissioners. They re- 
fused to set a June Ist to Sept. 
lst period of Daylight Saving 
Time for the Summer of 1946. 

SO. theme Mewmerestrestor 
Garrett County was settled for 
the year of 1946. 

“Fast” Time Dispute Begins 

A group of progressive busi- 
ness men in Oakland and other 
towns of the County were not 
content with the 1946 decision 
of the County Commissioners. 
Although it was too late to do 
much in 1946, they made plans 
for “fast” time in 1947. 

In April, 1947, “fast” time vs. 
“slow” time became a topic of 
conversation as the days started 
to grow longer. Many business 
men of Oakland urged the Town 
Council members to adopt a 
“fast” time resolution for the 
Summerof 1947. Atthe Council’s 
first meeting in May, 1947, the 
Council said that it was a ques- 
tion to be decided by the County 
Commissioners. 

Advocates of “fast” time felt 
that the Commissioners would 
not take the same stand as they 
had the year before, and placed 
the matter before the Commis- 
sioners at their next regular 
meeting. To the dismay of the 
advocates, the Commissioners 
decided that the County would 
remain on Standard Time dur- 


ings oA 

Quickly, a “special” meeting 
was called by the Oakland Town 
Council. From it came the deci- 
sion that Oakland would go on 
Daylight Saving Time Sunday, 
May 25th until September Ist. 

Confusion Reigns 

People who change anything 
are generally aware that there 
will be confusion for a short time, 
but eventually “things will get 
sorted out.” The advocates of 
“fast” time recognized this, but 
in Oakland .... “sorting out” 
didn’t happen. 

All of the County offices in 
Oakland remained on Standard 
or “slow” time. This meant they 
were one hour behind the nor- 
mal time routine of the town 
which was then on “fast” time. 
Likewise, the Roads Department 
also operated on Standard Time 
throughout the County, even in 
the northern area where “fast” 
time was the norm for several 
communities. 

A very confusing addition to 
all of this was the Board of 
Eduction’s action. The Board was 
on Standard Time, but decided 
to open the schools in Oakland, 
Grantsville, and Bloomington 
areas on “fast” time. For several 
days, the students in these places 
were “10 o’clock scholars’ until 
the Board made some adyjust- 
ments in various school’s open- 
ing and closing times. 

The B&O Railroad, which re- 
mained on Standard Time, un- 
knowingly added to the confu- 
sion. It chose this period in 1947 
to change the whole passenger 
train schedule. Some trains 
which had been added to the 
schedule during W.W. II were 
discontinued; the arrival and de- 
parture times of other passen- 
ger trains were changed from 
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their “traditional” times to some- 
thing earlier or later. 

This later incident did have a 
“lite” effect to it. Many people 
who still traveled by passenger 
train classed themselves as not 
knowing when they were “com- 
ing or going.” 

Appointments in Oakland 
and elsewhere were made in 
answer to the question, “Is that 
fast time or slow time?” 

The Maryland Theater took a 
very simple approach to the con- 
fusion. Normally, evening mov- 
ies began at 7 p.m., so the the- 
ater published its ad. using the 
following words, “Starting Time 
for Evening Show 8:00 p.m. Fast 
Time, Starting Time for the 
Evening Show 7:00 p.m. Slow 
Time.” 

For taverns on Deep Creek 
Lake there was never any prob- 
lem; they all stayed on “slow” 
time. This enabled them to sell 
alcoho! until 1:00 a.m. “fast” 
time. 

“Time” Again 

During the early months of 
1948, “fast” time was approached 
with less vigor than in 1947. 
Advocates of Daylight Saving 
Time were constantly faced with 
the confusion which didn’t “get 
sorted out” in 1947. Their oppo- 
nents had specific examples of 
where and why “fast” time did 
not work. 

Even though the current of 
popular opinion seemed to be 
flowing against them, “fast” time 
advocates once more made an 
appeal to the County Commis- 
sioners. One part of their appeal 
was “to uphold the pride of 
Garrett County in the State of 
Maryland.” Garrett was one of 
the eight counties in the whole 
state which remained on Stan- 
dard Time. 


Advocates also pointed out 
that some of the near-by towns 
in West Virginia, such as Terra 
Alta and Kingwood, were on 
MIast-etlLMme. in tne mend, 
Grantsville, Bloomington, and 
Crellin went on Daylight Saving 
Time along witha few businesses 
in Oakland which opened on 
“fast” time and closed on “slow.” 

However, one concession to 
the principal of Daylight Saving 
Time had been present all dur- 
ing the dispute, but few recog- 
nized it. 

Years before,the original con- 
cept behind the time change had 
been to give the working man 
more leisure time in the long 
summer evenings. In Oakland 
there developed the practice of 
“Thursday afternoon closing.” 
Employers and employees alike 
had become more and more con- 
scious of Garrett County’s recre- 
ation facilities. If the tourists 
were to enjoy what the County 
offered in the Summer, the citi- 
zens wanted to enjoy it too. 

Thus, “Thursday afternoon 
closing” did provide some addi- 
tional leisure hours for working 
people. 

End Of The Great “Time” 
Controversy 

With the arrival of Spring, 
1949, the advocates of “fast” time 
once more prepared for action. 
During the winter, they had not 
let the issue die, but collected 
more facts and figures to sup- 
port Daylight Saving Time for 
Garrett County. 

However, a “counter force” 
was developing which the advo- 
cates had not envisioned; the 
proposed Oakland Centennial 
Celebration. 

Slowly, the fact became clear 
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Mill store and house. 
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The Reckart Mill At Orr, W. Va 


by Clyde Cale, Jr. 


Ed. Note: A frequent contribu- 
tor of articles to The Glades Star, 
Mr. Cale is also V. Pres. of the 
Preston County Historical Soci- 
ety. 

The Mill 

Called the “last of its kind” 
the Reckart Mill is located in the 
community of Orr near Cranes- 
ville in Preston County, W. Va. 
With all the attention given to 
the Cranesville Swamp, it iseasy 
to overlook another important 
piece of Preston County’s his- 
tory. 

Located at the intersection of 
State Route 28 and County Route 
47/2, stands the only well pre- 
served overshot waterwheel pow- 
ered grist mill in the County. 
Painted barn-red, the Reckart 
Millis noticeably aged and weath- 
ered; some settling and warping 
of siding can be seen on the out- 
side of the wooden structure. 

Phillips Family - Present 
Owners 

Don and Barbara Phillips, the 
present owners of the mill com- 
plex, acquired the mill, store, 
and farm house from Elmer 
Grimm and Son in 1974. While 
still continuing heavy repair 
work, Don, Barbara, and their 
son, Craig, opened the mill com- 
plex to the public in 1975. 

Previous Owners 

Built in 1865 by Henry 
Albright, the three story struc- 
ture was once known as 
Albright’s Mill. It was the most 
prominent structure in the area 
and when Albright owned it, the 
mill property was officially 
known asthe Albright Mill Tract. 
The mill was not only an “aid to 
agriculture,” but also a commu- 
nity center. 


Henry Albright and his son, 
Sylvester, operated the mill for 
a number of years, and around 
1900 sold it to a man named 
Nicola. After running it for eight 
years, he sold .it back to 
Sylvester. Sylvester then sold it 
to John Henry Reckart and 
moved to Florida to be a part of 
the “land boom” business there. 

Reckart operated the mill 
until 1943, and then closed it. 
He fell from the roof of his house; 
a leg injury coupled with his age 
prevented him from doing the 
heavy work required at the mill. 
However, he did operate the mill 
store for several more years. 

In the following years the 
property changed hands four 
more times; first to Jonas Sines, 
then to Junior Miller, then to 
Elmer Grimm, and finally to the 
Phillipses. 

Purchasing A Lot Of Hard 
Work 

Don and Barbara Phillips 
were natives of Dayton, Ohio, 
and lived there before buying 
the mill complex. Don recalls 
that his neighbor owned a cabin 
in the Orr, W.Va. area, and he 
used to travel east with him to 
hunt and fish. Eventually, Don 
bought a piece of land near Flat 
Rocks and built his own cabin. 

One day Don happened to see 
the Reckart Mill. Since he was 
near retirement, he bought the 
mill complex, and retired. He 
moved from Dayton to Orr and 
took up the challenge of restor- 
ing the house, mill, and store. 

The house had been vacant 
for some time and needed exten- 
sive repairs. However, once work 
on the house was completed, Don 
Phillips turned to the task of 
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repairing the mill. 

Throughout the years all of 
the previous owners had done 
their best to preserve the mill: 
adding new timbers here and 
there and keeping the roof from 
leaking. The timbers were hand- 
hewn pine ones that were mor- 
tised and tenoned together with 
wooden pegs, and formed the 
main structural system for the 
mill. 

The most difficult task un- 
dertaken in restoration of the 
mill was repair of the water 
wheel and alignment of the belts 
to carry the power of the wheel 
to the machinery. On the 
waterwheel itself, Don had to 
replace twenty-two buckets 
which had rusted out due to 
years of idleness. He had to drill 
out all the iron rivets so that he 
could remove and replace the 
old buckets. 

While repairing the mill, Don 
and Barbara reopened the 
nearby mill store and ran it un- 
til the Fall of 1990. 

Stepping Inside The Mill 

When a person steps inside 
the mill building, he is in a dif- 
ferent world. Here is a world 
that is nearly gone, typified by a 
few scattered water mills of this 
type that still remain standing. 

The first floor of the mill con- 
tains four French burr grinding 
stones that were powered by the 
overshot water wheel. The dam 
and mill-race no longer supply 
water to turn the mill wheel, but 
Don Phillips has solved the prob- 
lem by using a water pump in 
the basement of the mill. 

The pump picks up water 
from [W.Va.] Muddy Creek, runs 
it through a pipe which ends 
over top of the buckets on the 
wheel. When the pump is oper- 


ating, it fills the buckets with 
water which turn the wheel. 

This water wheel is made of 
iron, and is the second one used 
to power the mill. The first one 
used at mill was made of wood. 
Don Phillips still has a small 
portion of the old wheel which 
had beensavedby Henry Reckart 
when he replaced it with the 
present one around 1920. 

More Machinery 

Also on the first floor are the 
grain elevators, a movable 
wooden crane for lifting the 
grindstones, a corn sheller and 
chutes. The second floor was 
used mainly for storage and con- 
tains a sifter and a grain eleva- 
tor. 

Underneath all of the mill is 
a basement containing the main 
drive shaft and wooden pulleys 
that power the mill machinery. 

Pinned to the interior walls 
of the main floor are paper bags 
from the early 1900's. These were 
ones which Reckart used in his 
business to sell buckwheat flour. 
They advertised “Fancy Burr 
Ground Buckwheat Flour’ which 
was a specialty of the mill. It 
was packaged in 5, 10, and 25 
pound bags. 

In Reckart’s day, the buck- 
wheat was ground on a “share” 
basis; Reckart taking 1/8 of the 
total grinding in payment for 
the work. The hotel part of the 
complex took care of grinding 
customers if the mill broke down 
or there were too many custom- 
ers In one day. 

Other Things To See 

Old machinery isn’t the only 
thing to see in the mill. Don and 
Barbara Phillips collect and sell 
antiques, and always welcome 
visitors to the old mill to see 
them. The basement provides a 
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nice cool display area. In it one 
finds antiques of all kinds; fur- 
niture, dishes, toys , etc. 

For asmall fee, Don will start 
up the mill and take you on a 
trip into history. 

The Phillips keep a log book 
at the mill and it shows that 
there have been visitors to the 
mill from far and near. Ad- 
dresses from Holland, England, 
Philippines and India as well as 
Pittsburgh, Washington, and 
Baltimore can be seen in the log 
book. 

On The National Register 

“The milling community at 
Orr dates back to the latter 19th 
Century and was made up of a 
mill, store, mill house and ho- 
tel.” 

This is the description given 
to the site by the West Virginia 
Antiquities Commission. Cited 
as a good example of 19th Cen- 
tury milling and community cen- 
ter, Reckart’s Mill has been listed 
on the National Register of His- 
toric Places since 1980. 

The Phillips’ work has truly 
paid off, because in 1981, at 
Charleston, W.Va., they were pre- 
sented with a certificate by Gov. 
Jay Rockefellers wife, Sharon, 
showing that the Reckart Mill 
had been entered into the Na- 
tional Register of Historic Places. 

Celebration 

In 1990, after 125 years ex- 
istence, the mill was still a meet- 
ing place for people of the com- 
munity. During August of that 
year, members ofthe Cranesville 
Area Civic Association gathered 
at the old mill to observe the 
125th anniversary of the date 
that Albright constructed the 
mill and to reminisce about life 
in the Reckart Mill community, 
past and present. 


Continued from Page 17 
from West Salisbury toJennings. 
Here and there along the tribu- 
taries to the Casselman River, 
old sections of the road bed can 
be identified by flat places in the 
woods. 

One piece of the railroad’s 
“rolling stock” still exists. This 
is the caboose sitting on the right 
of way where the tracks crossed 
U.S. #40 east of Grantsville. It 
was purchased by Dewey Yomer 
when the tracks were being re- 
moved. A long time employee of 
the railroad, Dewey wanted it 
as an attraction for his service 
station and general store. 

Perhaps it is fitting that a 
caboose still sits on the old rail- 
road right of way. 

The last thing a person sees 
of a passing train is the caboose 
when the train disappears 
around a curve. Thus, the old 
caboose beside U.S. #40 is that 
last thing we see of a logging 
railroad which once existed and 
disappeared into time. 


Change Of 
Address,Please 


In keeping with the 911 Pro- 
gram there have been a large 
number of changes in member's 
addresses. Many who have had 
their addresses changed have 
given them to The Glades Star. 
However, if there has been a 
change and the magazine has 
not been notified, it costs the 
Society 50 cents for each mis- 
mailed copy. Then, an additional 
new copy has to be mailed out to 
the member. 

So, please, if you have a new 
address, let us know about it. 
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Porch of Reckart Mill about 1900. 


THE GLADES STAR 31 


Reckart Mill And Community History 
by Clyde Cale 


Ed. Note: Mr. Cale collected a 
large amount of information on 
the grist mill at Orr near 
Cranesville, W.Va. This article 
“dove tails” with the one written 
about the renovation work done 
at Reckart Mill by Don and Bar- 
bara Phillips over the past 20 
years. 

The Mill Is Constructed 

The three story building now 
known as “Reckart’s Mill” was 
originally constructed by Henry 
Albright in 1865. Then known 
as Albright’s Mill, it was the 
most prominent structure in the 
whole Cranesville area at the 
time it was built. As often hap- 
pens when a business is located 
in acertain area, the small com- 
munity of Orr, W.Va., grew up 
near-by the mill. 

Henry Albright and his son, 
Sylvester, operated the mill for 
a number of years. They also 
devoted some time and energy 
to other businesses while run- 
ning the mill. Looking back af- 
ter a century and a quarter most 
of the “side” businesses have 
been forgotten; however, a trag- 
edy associated with one of them 
in 1881 is still recalled by people 
of the community. 

Tragedy At The Mill 

There was a tragedy at the 
mill while it was still under the 
ownership of Henry Albright. It 
centered around a distillery he 
had built for the manufacture of 
wintergreen oil from the leaves 
of the wintergreen vine. 

Wintergreen is an aromatic 
creeping vine that grows in abun- 
dance in the area. The high prices 
and profits of wintergreen oil in 
1875, induced several people to 


set up distilleries in the 
Cranesville area. One of them 
was Henry Albright. 

In August 1881, twogirls were 
riding on a load of wintergreen 
leaves going to the Albright dis- 
tillery; they were Malinda 
Cramer, 15, and her cousin, 
Rohamah Cramer, 14. When the 
wagon with the leaves broke 
down, the girls walked on ahead 
to the distillery. 

The person incharge hadgone 
to dinner by the time the girls 
arrived. Looking around they 
saw a glass jar full of oil which 
they supposed to be “lowerwine,” 
pleasant to taste and not harm- 
ful to drink. Instead it was win- 
tergreen oil which is poison. 

Malinda took the first 
draught, taking four swallows, 
probably an ounce or more; 
Rohamah drank only half as 
much. Malinda was soon at- 
tacked with spasms and lived 
only 10 hours. Rohamah got sick 
also, but managed to survive. 

Reckart Years Of The Mill 

John Henry Reckart served 
the community of Orr asa miller 
for 35 years. He was also a “jack 
of all trades,” running a general 
store, a blacksmith shop, a 
smokehouse and a planing mill. 

The blacksmith shop came 
about as a necessity in order to 
keep the machinery at the mill 
in good repair. 

Reckart’s Store, across the 
road from the mill, always had a 
good supply of nails and necessi- 
ties for the farmer, home handy- 
man, or general laborer. In addi- 
tion, there was candy for the 
children and bolts of cloth for 
the women. 
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Like many others during this 
time period, Reckart often ran 
his store sales on the “barter” 
system. Farmers would trade 
vegetables, fruits, eggs, milk and 
even livestock for what they 
needed at the store. Later, 
Reckart would sell the farm 
items to a commercial traveler, 
or as they were called then, 
“drummers. The “drummer” 
would take the produce or other 
trade items to urban areas where 
they were sold for cash. 

Money was scarce back then, 
and this system helped every- 
one involved. 

Cider And Wool 

In the Fall, after the first 
frost, farmers would gather their 
apples and have them crushed 
into cider at Reckart’s cider 
press. This cider press is said to 
have produced 60 barrels of ci- 
der each Fall. Some of it was 
sold as cider at Reckart’s Store; 
other left to turn into vinegar, 
and some made into strong 
applejack. 

Reckart’s planing mill made 
smooth and grooved lumber for 
sashes, doors, flooring, etc. How- 
ever, as the years passed, both it 
and the cider press were sold off 
at auction in the early 1940's. 

During the years that the wool 
industry flourished in Preston 
County, a carding mill for wool 
was also established by Reckart. 
He set it up inside the grist mill 
building. 

There was a market for the 
carding mill work which was set up 


to use wool from sheep in the area. 
“Carding” could also be called the 
process in which the fibers of wool 
or cotton are combed, straightened 
and aligned before they undergo 
spinning into yarn. 

After the sheep were sheared, 
the wool was brought to the card- 
ing mill sothatit could be cleaned 
and spun into rolags, ready for 
spinning. Flax was sometimes 
woven with the wool for the pro- 
duction of a fabric known as 
Woolsey or Linsey Woolsey. 

And Electricity 

Always progressive, Henry 
Reckart had one of the first elec- 
tric generators inthe Cranesville 
area. His years as a miller coin- 
cided with the change from horse 
and buggy era to automobile 
days. For early automobile own- 
ers, he charged batteries with 
his generator at a fee of 25 cents 
per customer. 

John Henry Reckart operated 
the grist mill until 1948, and 
then closed it. He had fallen 
from the roof of his house and 
injured his leg. This coupled with 
his age prevented him from do- 
ing the heavy work required at 
the mill. However, he did oper- 
ate the general store for several 
more years. 

Thus, asa miller, a merchant, 
anda “jack of all trades,” Reckart 
was a vivid part of the history of 
the community for half a cen- 
tury. His memory will be carried 
into the next Century in associa- 
tion with the grist mill that now 
bears his name. 
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The tavern is now part of the Penn Alps main building. 


Fireplace In Dunbar Room At Penn Alps 


With a little imagination, a 
person can visualize stage coach 
passengers walking from the Old 
National Road into the Little 
Crossings Inn, and warming 
themselves in front of the fire- 
place. Ifit were a gloomy day, we 
can almost see them shudder as 
they look out of the tavern’s win- 
dows and hear about colonial sol- 
diers fighting Indians in the 
nearby forests. The fighting 70 
years before, was only back in 
their grandfathers' time. 

Today, some of that Colonial 
era is recalled by the name given 
to the surviving room and curv- 
ing, twin fireplace of the Little 
Crossings Inn. Now, an integral 
part of the large building of the 
Penn Alps complex, it is called 
the “Dunbar Room.” On the out- 
side, the logs of the tavern walls 
are invisible beneath the timber 
sheathing; inside theycan be seen, 
refinished and with chinking re- 
pointed. They blend very well 
with the fieldstone used to build 
the fireplace. 

The name “Dunbar Room” hon- 
ors the memory of Col. Thomas 
Dunbar. He was the Commanding 


Officer of the 48th Foot Regiment 
of the British Army, attached to 
Gen. Braddock’s ill fated military 
expedition against the French and 
Indians at Fort Duquesne. 

In June of 1755, while camped 
at Little Meadows, Braddock de- 
cided to split his army in order to 
make a faster advance on Fort 
Duquesne. Dunbar was ordered to 
stay behind and bring up the heavy 
weapons and supply train. His task 
was not an easy one, since Braddock 
had left him with only half the 
number of horses and wagons nec- 
essary to do the job. 

Following Braddock over the 
mountains was very time con- 
suming, and Dunbar only got as 
far as the present-day Union- 
town - Connellsville, Pa. area. 
There, he met the retreating 
troops of Braddock’s army, who 
had been defeated at Turtle Creek 
on July 8, 1755. 

Guarding his soldiers with as 
much care and order as possible, 
it was Col. Thomas Dunbar who 
safely led 300 wounded officers 
and men back to Fort Cumber- 
land, arriving there on the after- 
noon of July 22, 1755. 
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Beginning Marriage Record Book No.3 


In this issue of The Glades 
Star there is the renewal of the 
Garrett County Marriage Record 
series. The series began back in 
June, 1991, with the publication 
of names from Marriage Record 
Book No.1. 

This listing of names from 
the marriage records has proven 
to be one of the most popular 
series ever printed in The Glades 
Star. Each issue with part of the 
series brought favorable com- 
ments from the members of the 
Historical Society. 

When Mrs. Friend first be- 
gan to copy the material from 
the big volumes in the Court 
House, she found that the 
records listed the husband’s 
name only. As a result, the ma- 
terial in The Glades Star is 
compiled in the same alphabeti- 
cal form that it appears in the 
various issues. Later, Mrs. 
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Friend went back to each sheet 
that she had prepared and com- 
piled an alphabetical list of the 
names of the women in each 
book. 

Beginning 1872, each volume 
of the Marriage Records for 
Garrett County is larger than 
the previous one; Book No.2 has 
more names than Book No.1, 
etc. As a result, because in the 
copy work involved, a “cut-off 
date had to be assigned to the 
listings copied for the present 
series from Book No. 3 The year 
1900 has been assigned as the 
“cut-off? date. Thus, when that 
year is reached in the copy mate- 
rial, several years from now, the 
Book No.3 series will end. 





Bound Copies Of 
Volume No.7 
Available 


The December, 1995, issue of 
The Glades Star completed over 
600 pages of historical material 
included in Volume No.7. This 
volume was begun with the 
March, 1992 issue. 

A certain number of each is- 
sue in Volume No. 7 were set 
aside through the years for bind- 
ing into a single book. These 
bound issues of The Glades Star 
are now offered for sale at the 
same price as most of the previ- 
ous bound volumes, $42.00 plus 
$2.50 for postage and handling. 

To buy acopy by mail, send a 
check made out to the Garrett 
County Historical Society to Mrs. 
Martha Kahl, 877 Fricks Cross- 
ing Road, Deer Park, Md. 21550. 


36 THE GLADES STAR 


GARRETT COUNTY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Founded in 1941 
OFFICERS 1994-95 


Presidentrrcwa ee Clifford DeWitt 
Nice:Pres (ace Jerome Moyer 
TYEdASUPeEl ieee neo John Toston 
Secretary .......... Dorothy B. Cathell 
ASSHHDOC'Y 2. .c.aeeeeee Edith Brock 
Corres oeC Yanni Martha Kahl 
CULAtOLian eee Beth Friend 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Jessie McCullough, Maxine 
Broadwater, Laura Harvey, 
Carol Davis, James Ashby, 
Charles Strauss, Kevin Callis, 
Matthew Stieringer, Willard 
Hayden, Alice Smith. 


EDITORIAL STAFF 
Editor ee Rev. John A. Grant 
Cir. Manager ...... Lawrence Cosner 


THE SOCIETY'S OBJECT 
The purpose of this Society 
shall be to discover, secure and 
preserve whatever relates to the 
history of the area, and to dis- 
seminate knowledge of our local 
history among our people. 
THE GLADES STAR 
PUBLISHED quarterly by 
the Society at Oakland, Md. 
Entered as second-class matter 
March 12, 1942, at the Post Of- 
fice at Oakland, Maryland, un- 
der the Act of August 24, 1912. 
PRINTED by the Sincell Pub- 
lishing Co., Inc., Oakland, Mary- 
land. FOR SALE by the secre- 
tary and at the Ruth Enlow Li- 
brary. Single copy $2.50 
MEMBERSHIP: The mem- 
bership fee is $10.00, renewable 
annually for four issues of this 
quarterly bulletin, THE 
GLADES STAR, are included 
with each membership. Life 
membership is $100.00 
POSTMASTER: Send ad- 
dress changes to Glades Star, 
877 Fricks Crossing Road, Deer 
Park, MD 21550. 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
Glades Star, 115 N. Second 
Street, Oakland, MD 21550. 


Lawrence Cosner 
Speaker For Annual 
Banquet June 20th 


Plans have now been com- 
pleted for the annual Historical 
Society dinner. It will be held on 
Thursday evening, June 20th at 
the Bittinger Community Build- 
ing, Bittinger, Md. The menu 
will feature a dinner for the price 
of $8.00 per person. Starting time 
for the banquet will be 6:30 P.M. 

Guest speaker for the An- 
nual Banquet on June 20th will 
be Mr. Lawrence Cosner, Civil 
War historian and Circulation 
Manager of The Glades Star. 
His talk will center on the Civil 
War and this particular region 
during that time; the talk is 
drawn from years of research on 
the subject. 

Mr. Cosner’s interests go be- 
yond mere study of the Civil 
War. He also takes part in re- 
enactment of significant events 
which took place in this area. 
For example, in February he took 
part in the 131st anniversary of 
McNeill’s Rangers raid on 
Cumberland where two Union 
generals were captured. The 
event was in commemoration by 
descendants ofthe original Rang- 
ers who had their final reunion 
InsloLo} 

During the evening, there will 
be the customary business ses- 
sion. One item which will be 
presented to the Society mem- 
bers will be a request for an 
increase in dues from $10 to $15. 
For almost ten years, the dues 
for members have remained at 
the same level. However, in- 
creased cost in publication and 
mailing of The Glades Star 
makes it necessary to request 
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this increase in dues from the 
members. 

If approved by the members, 
the increase in dues will go into 
effect on September 30, 1996. 
Dues paid at the $10.00 rate prior 
to that date will be honored. 

Also, during the evening of 
the Banquet, a table will be set 
up near the entrance with a lim- 
ited number of publications of- 
fered for sale by the Society. 
Included will be bound volumes 
of The Glades Star, Garrett 
County History, Hoye’s Pioneer 
Families of Garrett County, 
Corrigendum to Garrett County 
Graves, Deer Park Then & Now, 
and copies of the Garrett County 
Historical Map. 

For dinner reservation, send 
a check for $8.00 per person to 
Mrs. Carl M. Cathell, 550 Lib- 
erty Street, Oakland MD by June 
15th. (For more details, see the 
insert form in the center of this 
issue of The Glades Star.) 


Members Can 
Save $5.00 Dues 


One item which will be pre- 
sented to the Society member- 
ship at the annual June meet- 
ing, will be a request for an 
increase in dues from $10.00 to 
$15.00. The request is due to the 
increase in cost of paper, labor 
cost connected with printing, and 
the price of postage. 

If passed, the increase in dues 
will go into effect on September 
30th of this year. Prior to that 
date, all payments of 1996-97 
dues at the $10 rate will be hon- 
ored as “paid in full.” 

Thus, any member who pays or 
has already paid 1996-97 $10 dues 
by Sept. 30th, will save $5.00. 


Life Memberships No 
Longer Available 


At the March meeting of the 
Board of Directors of the Histori- 
cal Society, the Life Memberships 
were a topic of serious discus- 
sion. When the Society was 
formed, Life Membership sales 
were used as a means of main- 
taining and perhaps increasing 
the number of members in the 
Society. 

Over the years, the price of a 
Life Membership has increased 
to the point that very few of them 
are sold each year. The Board of 
Directors was faced with either 
asking for a big increase in the 
price of new Life Membership, or 
to discontinue their sale. The fi- 
nal decision was to discontinue 
the sale of Life Memberships. 

However, President Cliff 
DeWitt wanted to have twothings 
made clear to the members who 
now have Life Memberships in 
the Garrett County Historical So- 
ciety. First, a word of “thanks’ to 
those members for their finan- 
cial support of the Society by 
purchasing Life Memberships. 
Second, he wanted them to un- 
derstand that existing Life Mem- 
berships would be honored as 
long as the members were still 
alive. 


Another - “Noise Of 
Thunder” 


References to the battlefield 
“Noise of Thunder” keep appear- 
ing since the article was first 
published in The Glades Star for 
March, 1995. 

While researching some other 
material in back issues of the 
“Star,” your Editor came across 
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another “Noise” reference. It was 
in an article written by Mr. E.E. 
Enlow in the December 31, 1946 
issue of the magazine. Enlow was 
born in 1859 on a farm in the 
“Glades” section of the area now 
covered by Deep Creek Lake. In 
the year 1863, the family moved 
to a farm in the Elder Hill section 
of the County. His lines about 
“noise of thunder’ is in reference 
to the family’s move to a new 
home; he wrote the following sen- 
tences. 

«. ... It seems we moved from 
our home in the Glades to our 
new home on the farm about the 
year 1863, for I recall, but not 
very vividly, that I heard the men 
speaking while we were on the 
farm that the thundering noise 
they had heard was not thunder, 
but the cannonading at the Battle 
of Gettysburg which took place i in 
July, 1863.” 

Ed Note: After learning ae so 
many references to the “noise,” it 
would be interesting to know how 
far west of Gettysburg this acous- 
tical phenomena extended. 


Fuller Inquiry 
Letter 


A letter has been received by 
the Society requesting some in- 
formation about books with fam- 
ily names. The letter is from 
Miss Marsha Fuller whois seek- 
ing information about three 
booklets which are ‘now out of 
print. Twoconcern the Fike fam- 
ily and the other one is about 
the Fuller family. 

Miss Fuller has read about 
two of them written on the Fike 
family: History of the Ancestry 
of the Fikes, 1725-1927 by Emra 
T. Fike, published in 1927. The 


secondone is History of the Eglon 
Congregation of the Church of 
the Brethren, by John Michael 
Fikesel9 il. 

Another booklet is about the 
Fuller family. She found a quote 
by Jacob Brown (author of the 
“Miscellaneous Writings’) writ- 
ten in an old copy of a Cumber- 
land newspaper. It concerns 
Elijah Fuller, and she feels that 
it indicates there was an Elijah 
Fuller book published years ago. 
Some of the information writ- 
ten by Brown was used by Capt. 
Hoye in his book, Pioneer Fami- 
lies of Garrett County. 

If any of the members have 
information about the books 
Miss Fuller is seeking, drop a 
line to The Glades Star, 115 N. 
Second Street, Oakland, Md. 
21550 and the information will 
be forwarded to Miss Fuller. 


Letter From 


Member In Iowa 


During April, The Glades Star 
received the following letter from 
Richard B. Miller, Davenport, 
Iowa. Below is a major portion of 
his letter. 

“Dear Friends, 

“I was particularly interested 
in the March issue of The Glades 
Star. The article about the anni- 
versary of the Lutheran Church 
at accident brought to mind that 
my grandfather was pastor there 
in or about 1867. He was shortly 
out of seminary and served the 
church before he went to Africa 
on a missionary assignment. 
Now that is before the present 
church building was built. ... ...” 

“His name was Rev. John G. 
Breuninger. His wife died in Af- 


Continued on Page 62 


THE GLADES STAR 39 
The Ratlroad With Two Ends But No Middle 


It was a dream of the future; a 
railroad running north and south 
through Garrett County, parallel- 
ing the Youghiogheny River. One 
terminal would be Confluence, Pa. 
and the other would be Oakland, 
Md. This “dream” railroad was gen- 
erally called the Confluence and 
Oakland Railroad and was eventu- 
ally incorporated under that name. 

As an operating railroad it had 
two potential sources of high rev- 
enue; lumber from the forests of 
Garrett County, andthe short mile- 
age transfer of freight cars from 
one section of the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad to another. 

In the late 1800's, when rail- 
roads were still the major source of 
transportation, there were several 
small lumber railroads at each end 
of the Youghiogheny River water- 
shed in Garrett County. Connect- 
ing one ortwoofthe small railroads 
together with a center section of 
railroad seemed a reasonable way 
to complete the C.& O. Railroad. 

Northern Section 
Completed First 

The northern end near 
Confluence, Pa. was the first sec- 
tion of the proposed railroad to be 
completed. First rails were laid on 
April 1, 1889, at Confluence, and 
the last oneson Nov. 1, 1889, which 
brought the new railroad to 
Friendsville, a distance of 18 miles. 
Later, this section of the railroad 
was extended another 2% miles to 
a lumber operation on the Yough- 
iogheny at Kendall. 

About this same date, a lumber 
railroad on the south end of the 
proposed C.& O. was completed. 
This was the “Skipnish Railroad,” 
which began near Hutton, Md. and 
ran through the Herrington Manor 
area, and terminated at a sawmill 
on the west side of the Yough- 


iogheny River above Swallow Falls. 

Twenty five years later, a sec- 
ond railroad was extended north- 
ward from Oakland. This was the 
George D. Browning Railroad. It 
began at a B.& O. R.R. siding west 
of Oakland, and also terminated as 
Swallow Falls, but on the east side 
of the Youghiogheny River. 

Problem In The Middle 

Unfortunately, the 18 miles be- 
tween the north and south ends of 
the various railroads posed and 
extremely difficult problem. With 
the exception of a mile in the Sang 
Run area, the Youghiogheny River 
passed through a canyon with a 
900 foot drop between Swallow 
Falls and Friendsville. Any rail 
line built beside the river for the 18 
miles would have an extremely 
steep ascending grade westbound 
and would have tobe chiseled out of 
solid rock. 

Unable to surmount these diffi- 
culties, the connecting middle sec- 
tion of the C.& O. Railroad was 
never built. Eventually, the exist- 
ing branch from Confluence to 
Friendsville was removed in 1942 
due to the construction of the flood 
control dam on the Youghiogheny 
River at Confluence. 

George Browning Railroad 

Mr. Browning was a lumber 
mill operator; only a great need for 
transportation resulted in his build- 
ing alumber railroad. Various busi- 
ness accounts indicate that he 
shipped lumber from his mills on 
both the Kendall Co. lumber rail- 
road and the Skipnish Railroad. In 
1915, he acquired the timber rights 
in Hammel Glade Swamp and Red 
Run area. To bring out the lumber 
from his saw mills, he was forced to 
build a railroad. He chose a route 
that went from a B.& O. siding up 
Bradley Run, crossed into Millers 
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Friendsville Station location today. 





The hotel was near the railroad tracks. 
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The Skipnish Railroad right-of-way between Herrington Manor and 
Swallow Falls, 
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Run, and continued into the Red 
Run area. 

Near its northern’ end, 
Browning’s railroad was running 
in some of the same area where 
H.G.Davis had built his tram-road 
and sawmills half a centry before. 
Upgraded To “Dinkey Track” 

Browning srailroad wasre-built 
in the 1920's by a Baltimore corpo- 
ration; in later years it was locally 
referred to as the “Dinkey Track.” 

When the Youghiogheny Hydro 
Electric Co. built Deep Creek Lake, 
it was necessary to transport heavy 
construction equipment to the 
breastwork of the dam and to the 
power house location. One obvious 
route for the tracks was to follow 
the roadbed of the Browning rail- 
road, since it terminated on the 
eastside ofthe Youghiogheny River 
at Swallow Falls. 

Pre-construction surveys indi- 
cated that the new railroad’s route 
could be shortened by going di- 
rectly from Millers Run to the river 
and following it to Swallow Falls. 
Below the falls it could branch to 
the two major construction sites. 

The “Dinkey Track” was com- 
pleted in 1923 and operated until 
1926, when the construction work 
wascompleted andthe heavyequip- 
ment was removed. For the next 7 
years it sat unused and would prob- 
ably have continued in that state 
had not the Japanese decided to 
invade Manchuria, China. 

War and Scrap Iron 

Within a year after the inva- 
sion, Japan found that it needed 
large amounts of iron products, but 
did not have the resources to sup- 
ply them. One obvious source to 
meet thisneed was scrap iron which 
had been accumulating in the 
world’s industrial nations. 

The result was that within a 
year, the price of scrap iron had 
risen to the point that it was prof- 


itable to sell the entire “Dinkey 
Track” for scrap iron. 

To begin the removal of the 
railroad line, the small locomotive 
which had been parked beside the 
Power House was reconditioned. 
Gondola cars from the B.& O. were 
placed on the siding west of Oak- 
land, and “scrapping” of the rail- 
road was begun. Throughout the 
Fall and Winter of 1933-34, the 
work continued; first the branch 
which ran to the Power House was 
removed, andthentheotherbranch 
which ran to the breast of the dam 
at Deep Creek Lake. 

Since it was a single track rail- 
road, removal and loading of the 
rails, tie plates, etc. had to be done 
by hand. It was slow work, but day 
by day the “end of track” came 
closer and closer to Oakland. 

Seven days a week, the small 
locomotive would end the work day 
by putting gondolacars full of scrap 
on the B.& O. siding and picking up 
empty ones for the following day. 
Finally, in the Spring of 1934, the 
demolition of the old construction 
railroad was completed; the 
“Dinkey Track” ceased to exist. 

One More Time 

Twelve years later, there was 
one more use for about 1000 feet of 
the “dream” Confluence and Oak- 
land Railroad. 

Surface mining of coal had be- 
gun in Garrett County during World 
War II. The Dunlo Coal Company 
operated a strip mine in the Round 
Glade area near the Oakland-Sang 
Run Road. The coal was trucked 
through Oakland to a tipple on a 
B.& O. siding near town. 

In 1947 the Dunlo company 
opened a deep mine at the Round 
Glade location, and, to avoid truck- 
ing the coal through Oakland, de- 
cided to build a coal tipple near 
Bradly Run on the old “Dinkey 
Track” right of way. And..... like the 
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Rails of the Dinkey Track are still beneath this asphalt at the 
| Power House. 





Two pieces of rail at the Power House. 
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previous railroads in this location 
the Dunlo tracks connected to the 
B.& O. siding west of Oakland. 

About the time Dunlo devel- 
oped a loading routine, the market 
for coal declined, and the deep mine 
was closed. The tipple and tracks 
remained for several years after 
the mine closed, but eventually 
they were removed. 

Now, only ahump in the County 
road gives mute testimony that the 
southern part of the “dream” rail- 
road ever existed and once crossed 
the road to connect with the B.& O. 
siding west of Oakland. 


A Sketch Of 


General Crook 


Ed. Note: Following the detailed 
information about Gen. Crook’s 
funeral, Jas. A. Hayden, Editor 
of The Republican, added this 
biographical information in the 
March 29, 1890 issue. The mate- 
rial has been separated by your 
Editor for convenient reading. 

Gen. George Crook was born 
near Dayton, Ohio, September 8, 
1828, and was graduated from at 
the Military Academy in 1852. 
He served in several Indian expe- 
ditions, and at the outbreak of 
the war became colonel of the 
thirty-sixth Ohio infantry. He was 
wounded in the action at Lew- 
isburg, W. Va., and in 1862 was 
breveted lieutenant-colonel for 
his services at Antietam. He took 
an active part in subsequent ac- 
tionsin Virginia andin Sheridan’s 
Shenandoah campaigns and in 
1864 received brevets of briga- 
dier-general. 

Indian Wars 

He was mustered out of the 
volunteer service January 15, 
1866, and was subsequently com- 
missioned lieutenant-colonel of 
the twenty-third infantry, since 


which time his services have been 
intimately associated with Indian 
campaigns. He conducted them 
so successfully that he gained the 
sobriquet of “The Great Indian 
Fighter.” 

In 1872, when assigned to the 
Arizona district to quell the In- 
dian disturbances, he sent an 
ultimatum to the chiefs to return 
to their reservations or “be wiped 
from the face of the earth.” 

In 1882 he forced the Mor- 
mons, squatters, miners and 
stock raisers to vacate the Indian 
lands and encouraged the 
Apaches in industrial pursuits. 

In the spring of 1883 the 
Chirichauas entrenched them- 
selves in the fastness ofthe moun- 
tains on the northern Mexican 
boundary and began a series of 
raids. Gen. Crook struck the trail 
and instead of following took it 
backward and took possession of 
their strongholds, and as fast as 
the warriors returned from their 
plundering excursions made them 
prisoners. He marched over 200 
miles, made 400 prisoners and 
captured all the horses and plun- 
der. 

During the next two years fol- 
lowing he had sole charge of the 
Indians, and during that time no 
depredations occurred. He sat 
them all at work on their farms, 
abolished the system of trading 
and paying in goods and store 
orders indulged in by contrac- 
tors, paid cash direct to the Indi- 
ans for all his supplies and stimu- 
lated them to increased exertion. 
The tribes became self-support- 
ing within three years. 

He was appointed major-gen- 
eral April 6, 1888, and soon after 
was placed in command of the 
district of Missouri with head- 
quarters in Chicago, succeeding 
General Schofield. 
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Gates will open for 40th time this summer. 


40th Garrett County Fair 


On Sunday evening, Augusu 
11, the gates will open for the 
40th time on the annual Garrett 
County Fair at McHenry, Md. 
During the following “Fair 
Week,” thousands of people will 
walk through the gates to visit 
the fair: children will be de- 
lighted by the sights and sounds 
of the Fair; young people in 4H 
will show their prize animals; 
adults will look over livestock 
with a critical eye; and home- 
makers will display a variety of 
canned goods, baked food, and 
sewn items. 

Each day, visitors to the Fair 
will stroll through the huge 
buildings and pick up free sou- 
venir trinkets from the many 
booths there. Later, they'll 
sample the delicious food for sale 


at the service club and booster 
stands. Perhapsthey'll even have 
their blood pressure taken by 
one of the fire or rescue units 
always on “stand-by” at the Fair. 
The “gate opening” on Sun- 
day evening will be a busy time. 
There will be the annual Vesper 
Worship Service followed by the 
crowning ofthe 1996 Fair Queen. 
This year, Miss Lori Evans, 
reigning Queen, will crown her 
successor to reign as Queen un- 
til next year. 
“Hi, Ho, Come To The Fair” 
A very clear explanation of 
the “why” of a County fair is 
given in the 8/15/57 editorial of 
The Republican newspaper. It 
was written in connection with 
the present series of annual 
Fairs. 
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[The previous series was held in 
Oakland for 18 years, ending in 
1931.] 

“The fair is a method of bring- 
ing together all sections of the 
County in a way that no other 
project could do.” 

“There will always be the 
spirit of wholesome competition 
among people and farm people 
are no exception. One person 
sees the product of another and 
in an attempt to improve on that 
product, better things are cre- 
ated. To be able to exhibit a first 
class article, whether it be live- 
stock, clothing or canning, gives 
one a certain joy that cannot be 
gained in any other way.” 

Enthusiasm!!! 

After a final meeting of the 
Board of Directors before the 
opening of the lst annual Fair, 
Harvey Gortner said, “All indi- 
cations point to a successful ag- 
ricultural fair.” He also noted 
that a big volunteer group would 
be assisting the operation of the 
Fair. They would help in park- 
ing automobiles, distributing 
programs, and selling tickets. 
The group included the Boy 
Scouts, Girl Scouts, Accident 
firemen and Legion, Oakland 
firemen, Oakland Rotary Club, 
Oakland-Mt. Lake Lions, and 
the Grantsville firemen and Le- 
gion. 

That year the Fair ran from 
Monday, August 12th to Satur- 
day, August 17th. Entries for 
judging were brought in on Mon- 
day, and most of the judging was 
completed on Tuesday with the 
exception of some livestock en- 
tries. 

Also beginning with the Ist 
Annual Fair, the Board of Direc- 
tors inaugurated the “special 


day” emphasis during “Fair 
Week.” That year, Tuesday was 
Farm Bureau Day. Wednesday, 
was Children’s Day with the live- 
stock and machinery parade in 
the evening. Thursday was Farm 
and City Day. Friday, last of the 
"special days," was Civic Club 
Day. 
Entertainment 

Since the Middle Ages in Eu- 
rope, fairs have always provided 
entertainment. The lst Annual 
Garrett County Fair was no ex- 
ception to this tradition; several 
different forms of entertainment 
were provided for visitors to the 
fair grounds. 

A carnival, Beams Attrac- 
tions, was in operation each day 
and evening during Fair Week. 
In addition, on Wednesday, there 
were band concerts in the day 
and the Farm Parade in the 
evening. On Thursday and Fri- 
day, there were afternoon and 
evening performances of Grand 
Ole Opry. 

Topping off the week's enter- 
tainment was Steve Rose’s Ro- 
deo Show on Saturday. The af- 
ternoon and evening perfor- 
mances featured bronco riding, 
calf roping, bull-dogging and an 
exhibition of rope tricks. 

The Queen 

Reigning over all theses ac- 
tivities was a Northern High 
School 4H Junior Leader, Miss 
Susan Bowman. The daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Harland Bow- 
man, she was crowned “Garrett 
County Farm Queen” on Tues- 
day evening. 

Her title was bestowed on 
her by Miss Betty Bittinger of 
Loch Lynn, Md. She had been 
crowned “Garrett County Farm 
Queen” the previous year at the 
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Vendors’ booths at the Fair Grounds. 
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DUES PAYABLE ... CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Dues for the ensuing year, beginning July 1, 1996, are 
payable as of that date. 


Because of ever-increasing costs, particularly postage, we 
shall not send dues notices by separate mail. 


Members can save a possible $5.00 dues payment by 
remitting them by July 1, 1996. The Board of Directors is going 
to request an increase in dues to $15.00 at the Annual Meeting. 
lf passed, it willgo into effect on Sept. 30, 1996. Dues payments 
before that date will be $10.00; after that date they will be 
$15.00. 


Send your dues payment to Mrs. Randall R. Kahl, 877 
Fricks Crossing Road, Deer Park, MD 21550. 


Should you wish a membership card, please include 50¢ with 
your dues payment. Your cancelled check will serve as your 
receipt. When paying at any one of the libraries, you will be 
furnished a receipt for the payment. 


Please bearwith usin these economy measures. Econo- 
mizing is the only means of survival in these inflationary times. 


PLEASE SEND YOUR NEW ADDRESS ALONG WITH 
YOUR DUES 


Name 
Address 


Thank You 
Mrs. Randall R. Kahl 
Corresponding Secretary 
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A service club booth. 
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Sign for 4-H displays. 





One of the judging areas with seats. 
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Western Maryland 4H Center. 
Now, 40 fairs later, it is some- 
times forgotten that the Garrett 
County Fair was an outgrowth 
of the annual “Rally Day and 
Annual Farm Picnic” held each 
year at the Bittinger center. 

“Next Year!” Multiplied 

By 40 

When the first “Fair Week” 
ended, a preliminary attendance 
count proved to the Board of 
Directors that an annual fair 
could be a success in Garrett 
County. Average attendance was 
about 3,000 people per day, with 
over 5,000 on Saturday. 

In planning for the Fair, the 
only model the Directors had to 
go by had been the previous se- 
ries of fairs in Oakland which 
ended in 1931 after 18 years. 
Research on that series showed 
that participation by farmers in 
those fairs had been good. How- 
ever, they were held in late Sep- 
tember, and good or bad weather 
often dictated whether or not 
the fairs were a financial suc- 
cess. 

A major decision by the Di- 
rectors was to hold the new se- 
ries in August to rule out all 
adverse weather except summer 
rain showers. 

The attendance at the Ist 
Annual Fair and subsequent 
fairs has proven that the Direc- 
tors made an excellent decision 
when they changed the dates of 
the new Garrett County Fair to 
August. 

And Now - The 40th!! 

The fair grounds at McHenry 
have changed considerably since 
the lst Annual Fair was held. 
New booths and exhibition barns 
have been added; some with in- 
door seating. The property, it- 


self, has come into used for other 
events in addition to the annual 
fair. Beginning with a Scottish 
Festival and Highland Games 
the first week in June, some 
kind of activity is taking place 
all during the summer. All of 
these activities, with one excep- 
tion, are tied into County func- 
tions. 

Summer visitors to McHenry 
and Deep Creek Lake might find 
the “one exception” a little star- 
tling, but unique. This is the 
annual Indian Pow Wow which 
was begun in 1987, and has been 
one of the summer events every 
since that time. 

.. And so this August, Miss 
Lori Evans, the present Garrett 
County Farm Queen, will crown 
anew Queen on Sunday evening, 
August llth, and the 40th An- 
nual Garrett County Fair at 
McHenry will begin. 


Continued from Page 67 


stead of letters and papers, they 
are filled with tools, nuts and 
bolts. I took a photograph of the 
old post office fixtures, then 
Blayne and I walked outside 
again. 
Search Ended? ... Perhaps 
I was glad that I had decided 
to visit Blayne Shunk to ask 
about the Old Dutch Settlement. 
Perhaps Samuel Otto’s store, 
shop, and post office location 
was on land which was in the 
center of the community before 
the name was changed ... ... per- 
haps not. But equally important 
was the fact that I had found the 
actual location of the old New 
Germany Post Office on Twin 
Churches Road and seen an in- 
genious hookup of water power. 





be 


We yey ee 
MSE LL LEE 


THE GLADES STAR 


The Jones house in Oakland. 
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Backbone and rib-cage of the house. 
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Houses and Memories 


by 


John Grant 


Backin the early 1950's, when 
I still worked as a Civil Engi- 
neer, I was involved in a con- 
struction project at the West 
Vaco mill in Luke, Md. It was a 
job which included tearing out 
much of the interior of a large 
building. 

At one point in the work, a 
dozen steel columns and hun- 
dreds ofconcrete reinforcing bars 
were exposed. Looking at them 
the carpenter foeman remarked, 
“Now, we're looking at the back- 
bone and rib-cage of this build- 
ing.” 

I haven't forgotten the phrase 
“backbone and rib-cage.” Quite 
often when I see a building un- 
der construction or demolition, I 
think to myself, “ Ahh, yes. ... The 
building’s backbone and rib- 
cage.” 

Yet, since we also apply these 
terms to the human body, | real- 
ize that buildings, like humans, 
have something more to them 
than a “backbone and rib-cage.” 

Unfortunately, there doesn’t 
seem to be a word to describe 
that “something.” However, it 
certainly is tied to the fond 
memories of people who have 
gone in and out of the doors of a 
building. 

Memories Of An Oakland 
House 

This spring I watched each 
day as the backbone and rib- 
cage of an old house on Second 
Street in Oakland were slowly 
exposed. The work was the demo- 
lition of the Jones house directly 
across from the Ruth Enlow Li- 


brary. When it was built, the big 
three story building was called 
the Commercial Hotel; years 
later, it became the home of the 
Jones family. 

Each time I walked past the 
old house this Spring, the “some- 
thing” which is more than back- 
bone and rib-cage came into fo- 
cus in my memory. It had to do 
with going in and out of the 
Jones house during my child- 
hood. 

Sights and Sounds 

In my memory, | can still 
hear the “squeak and clank” 
sound of Jones’ front gate open- 
ing and closing. This was in the 
era when most of the houses on 
Second Street had wrought iron 
fences between the front yard 
and sidewalk. To enter the Jones 
house, one half of the double 
wrought iron gate had to be 
opened and closed with its ac- 
companying “squeak and clank.” 

During that same era, people 
had furniture on their front porch 
most of the year. Near the front 
door was a small wooden stand, 
and I often wondered if it was 
the one which was there in 1912, 
when a semi-tornado hit Oak- 
land. According to local stories, 
this wind storm was so violent 
that it blew-offthe roof and third 
story of the building on the cor- 
ner of Liberty and Wilson 
Streets. Yet, a paper doily on a 
stand by the Jones’ front door 
lay undisturbed during the 
storm. 

Today, all kinds of memories 
can be generated by looking 
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around the outside of a house. 
When | look at one corner of the 
Jones’ front yard, | can still re- 
call a sad childhood memory. 
One day a dog’s body was lying 
there. The dog belonged to one of 
my playmates and it had been 
poisoned. That was over 60 years 
ago, but I still get angry at the 
unknown person who could do 
such a cruel thing. 

Earlier, I mentioned the 
“squeak and clank” of the 
wrought iron gate. Until the mid- 
1930's, when the fence was re- 
moved, a lot of children went in 
and out of that gate. They were 
victims of the 1927 Polio epi- 
demic. Miss Grace Jones took 
training to become a physical 
therapist and for years worked 
with local children who had 
arms, backs and legs affected by 
the disease. 

Jones Family 

Living there, in addition to 
Miss Grace, were her mother, 
and her brother and his family. 
Miss Grace and her mother lived 
on one side of the big house; her 
brother and his family on the 
other. 

Two memories returned 
quickly when the insides of the 
house were exposed; each was 
associated with rooms in the 
back. They were Miss Grace’s 
clinic and Mr. Harland’s kitchen. 

One day, when | was in Miss 
Grace’s side, it dawned on me 
how competent Miss Grace was 
as a therapist. The room in the 
back which she used as a clinic 
looked exactly like the examin- 
ing room in a doctor's office. Any 
child who came to Miss Grace 
for treatment received the very 


finest which she could offer. 

As for the other room in the 
back, “Silex coffee pot” are the 
words which can describe memo- 
ries of Mr. Harland’s kitchen. 
The first time | ever saw a Silex 
coffee maker was there; perhaps 
some of the Society members 
can recall the old, all glass in- 
vention for brewing coffee. | can 
still remember the day | watched 
in awe as the water from the 
bottom unit bubbled up to mix 
with the ground coffee in the top 
unit; then, the vacuum created 
in the bottom unit slowly pulled 
the brewed coffee back down. 

Thus, are the memories of 
the Jones house. I am sure that 
many people have similar recol- 
lections of houses they have 
known. A wood stove in the 
kitchen; a front porch swing; 2 
flower bed in the yard or a small 
garden plot. 

All of these memories are as- 
sociated with houses .... and the 
wonderful part about such 
memories is that long after the 
“backbone and rib-cage’” of 
houses are gone forever, the 
memories of that house still live 
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rica and when he returned he 
lived on a farm on the hill north 
of Jennings. He moved his fam- 
ily later to the farm in Sunnyside 
and died there in 1900. His name 
is on one of the windows at Red 
House Church-St. Johns Lu- 
theran.” 

“I will appreciate it if you 
pass this on to the folks at Acci- 
dent for a response. | am related 
because my mother was a daugh- 
ter of Rev. John Brueninger.” 
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“ew Germany P.O, 
“pigeon holes." 


Finding The Old New Germany Post Office 


by John Grant 


As often happens, when aper- 
son goes searching for one thing, 
something else is found. I started 
out to search for the “Old Dutch 
Settlement’ in the northern part 
of the County. I'm not sure if | 
found its true location, but what 
I did find the location of the old 
New Germany Post Office and 
store. 

Perhaps it was the center of 
the Old Dutch Settlement, per- 
haps not... .... but [m getting 
ahead of my story. 

Like many members of the 
Historical Society, ] enjoy look- 


ing back through old issues of 
The Glades Star and reading 
some of the articles. They con- 
tain all kinds of “tidbits” of his- 
torical information, and arouse 
curiosity about the history of 
Garrett County. 

One such historical article I 
found was inthe June, 1959 issue 
of the Star. It was written by the 
late Ross C. Durst, and called 
“The Old Dutch Settlement.” 

To give some background for 
this present story about New 
Germany, I quote some para- 
graphs of Mr. Durst’s 1959 ar- 
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View of marsh and hills of New Germany. Was this the location of 
the Old Dutch Settlement? 








THE GLADES STAR 65 


ticle. 

“It would be interesting to 
know how many residents of 
Garrett County ever heard of 
Old Dutch Settlement. I must 
admit that until last year I had 
never heard the name.” 

“While searching through 

some old records in the Court- 
house at Cumberland last sum- 
mer, | came across a deed dated 
Oct. 18, 1839, involving the 
transfer of 83 3/8 acres of land 
between John Kamp and Daniel 
Durst. Since Daniel Durst was 
my paternal grandfather, I was 
naturally interested in reading 
further. The description was in 
the usual metes and bounds used 
in early land surveys .. 
Then came the real surprise. ifn 
attempting to describe the prop- 
erty, it stated that it was located 
in the Old Dutch Settlement.” 

“I knew that Daniel Durst 
had lived on a farm on the south- 
east slope of Meadow Mountain 
where my father and several of 
the younger children were born. 
In 1844, some acreage was trans- 
ferred to an older son, William. 
I my youth this farm was owned 
by Christian Otto and I believe 
it is still in the Otto family.” 

Futile Search Of Records 

Seemingly, the place to begin 
searching for the geographical 
location of the Old Dutch Settle- 
ment would be among the Land 
Records of Garrett County. Ross 
Durst had stated that a farm in 
his family had been sold to Chris- 
tian Otto and that he believed it 
was still in the Otto family. This 
meant looking for a deed trans- 
fer from Christian Otto to some 
member of his family. 

Digging into the records ac- 
tually provided too much infor- 
mation. I found that Christian 
Otto, his descendants, and the 


Durst family members, had 
bought and sold land all over the 
north-eastern part of Garrett 
County. Then, I re-read Ross 
Durst’s article and found a new 
lead in the search for the Old 
Dutch Settlement. He had writ- 
ten: 

“Just when the name was 
changed to New Germany, I| do 
not know. Government records 
show that when the first post 
office was opened in 18838, the 
name used was New Germany. 
However, the break with older 
ways came much earlier. For 
instance, my father who was 
affectionately know as “Uncle 
Mad” could not speak a single 
word of German.” 

“During World War I, it was 
suggested that since we were at 
war with Germany, it would be 
patriotic to change the name. 
The good citizens considered the 
matter carefully and decided 
that changing the name would 
hardly be considered a major 
blow to Kaiser Wilhelm. And so, 
good common sense prevailing, 
the name remained.” 

Asking For Information 

It occurred to me that one 
person who might know some- 
thing about the Old Dutch Settle- 
ment was Blayne Shunk. He 
lives on Twin Churches Road in 
the New Germany area. Back in 
1986, I had featured Blayne’s 
mother-in-law, Mrs: Emma Otto, 
in an article about the old New 
Germany Mutual Telephone 
Company. Emma Otto had been 
“Central” for the telephone line 
with its switchboard in her 
kitchen. 

A spry woman, Emma Otto 
described herself as “97 ... half 
way to 98.” Before her life ended 
she got all the way to 101 years. 

When I got there, I asked 
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Site of the New German P.O. beside Twin Churches Road. 





Pond which supplied water to run shop machinery. 
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Blayne if he had ever heard the 
name “Old Dutch Settlement?’ 

“No,” he replied. “There were 
a lot of Germans who lived in 
this area... but [never heard the 
name Old Dutch Settlement. You 
know about the old telephone 
switchboard in the kitchen of 
the house. Well, the store and 
New Germany Post Office used 
to be right there.” 

Pointing to a vacant spot be- 
side the Twin Churches Road, 
he said. They were there for 
years andyears.” Then he added, 
“Tve still got the old post office 
‘pigeon holes’ down in the shop. 
You know, the little wooden sec- 
tions where the post master put 
the letters ‘till people came in 
and picked them up ... Come on, 
Pll show them to you.” 

The Pond 

To get to the shop, we had to 
walk past a 1/4 acre pond which 
is directly in front of the house. 
It looked as if it had been there 
a long time since one edge was 
backed-up against an old con- 
crete wall. 

I asked Blayne about the wall. 

“The pond gave my father-in- 
law, Samuel Otto, enough water 
to run a water-wheel under the 
shop.” He pointed to a place 
where a 6" metal pipe was vis- 
ible which came out of the wall 
and went under the shop build- 
ing. “He used water power to 
run the shop machinery.” 

The Shop 

As Blayne continued to talk 
about the pond and shop I began 
to feel a lot of admiration for his 
father-in-law, Samuel Otto. 
Back in 1986, when I had inter- 
viewed Mrs. Emma Otto about 
the telephone line, I had no idea 
that her late husband had been 
such a “jack-of-all-trades.” 

Blayne told me that in addi- 


tion to the water wheel under 
the floor of his shop, something 
of the same means had been 
used to electrify the house. His 
description went back to the 
1920’s and 1930’s when many 
rural families electrified their 
homes with a Delco system. This 
system used a gasoline powered 
electric generator to charge a 
bank of storage batteries. How- 
ever, Samuel Otto had used a 
small waterturbine, inthe house 
basement, to power his electric 
generator and charge the stor- 
age batteries. 

Pointing up-hill behind the 
house, Blayne Shunk described 
a big spring along the tree line. 

“There’s about 150 head of 
water between the spring and 
the house. My father-in-law ran 
a 3" water line from the spring 
down to the house and used the 
water to run the electric genera- 
tors 

Blayne laughed. “I guess he 
used the water twice, because 
the water which powered the 
electric generator ran into the 
pond to be used for the shop.” 

New Germany Toady 

Now, the whole New Ger- 
many area has commercial elec- 
tricity, and the generator is no 
longer used. However, Blayne 
still has to deal with the 150 foot 
head of water from the spring. 

“The spring supplies water 
for the house, but when I put in 
a new hot water tank a couple of 
years ago, it really gave me a fit. 
The pressure was so high that 
I’ve had to readjust the “pop-off” 
valve a couple of times.” 

We walked into the shop 
where the New Germany Post 
Office “pigeon holes” were 
mounted on the wall. Today, in- 
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Gen. Crook’s house in Oakiand. 





Final "viewing" was on Oakland station platform. 
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General Crook’s Funeral 


Ed. Note: From time to time 
material has been published in 
The Glades Star about General 
Crook. However, to the best of 
your Editor's knowledge, none 
of the detail’s of his funeral have 
appeared. Herewith are the col- 
umns with that information as 
published in The Republican, 
Saturday, March 29, 1890. The 
material has been separated by 
your Editor for convenient read- 
ing. 

It should be noted that “Con- 
gressman’ McKinley later be- 
came the 25th President of the 
United States. Also, among the 
“officers and others” who ar- 
rived from Washington Sunday 
night was William Cody, “Buf- 
falo Bill.” 

The Newspaper Death 

Notice 

Chicago, March 21 - Major 
General George Crook, U.S.A., 
in command of the department 
of Missouri, died at the Grand 
Pacific Hotel at 7:15 o’clock this 
morning of heart disease, in the 
sixty second year of his age. 

There had not been the slight- 
est warning that Gen. Crook was 
not perfectly well. He was at 
army headquarters all day yes- 
terday, and last night at the 
hotel appeared to be in his usual 
good health. 

He arose shortly before seven 
o'clock this morning apparently 
in his usual health, and, in ac- 
cordance with his custom, be- 
gan exercising with the weights 
and pulleys connected with an 
apparatus for the purpose which 
he kept in his room. After exer- 
cising for a few minutes he 
stopped and lay down upon a 
lounge, saying that he felt a dif- 


ficulty in breathing. A few mo- 
ments later he called out to his 
wife, “Oh, Mary, Mary, I need 
some help I can’t get my breath.” 

Assistance was at once sum- 
moned and Dr. Huribut, who 
lives near by, was sent for. Ev- 
erything that could be done was 
done, but he failed to rally, and 
died at 7.15. Mrs. Crook and her 
sister, Mrs. Read, were the only 
members of the family present 
at his bedside when he passed 
away. He had no children. 

For some weeks, in fact every 
since he returned from his last 
trip to the Northwest, he had 
been complaining of a bearing 
down sensation in the neighbor- 
hood of the heart. 

In accordance with the wishes 
of Mrs. Crook, it was arranged 
this afternoon that the funeral 
services shall be held on Sunday 
afternoon. The remains will be 
put on a car tendered by the 
Pullman Company will leave for 
Oakland Md., at 8 o'clock over 
the Baltimore and Ohio Road. 

A Surgeon Speaks About 
“Good Health” 

Major Ely McCellan, attend- 
ing surgeon, said today: “Gen. 
Crook undermined his constitu- 
tion in his Indian campaign. As 
everyone know, he was a won- 
derfully active man. He would 
stop at nothing and denied him- 
self every pleasure or comfort. 
He constantly refused to encum- 
ber himself with things that 
might conduce to his comfort, so 
that he might move around more 
quickly. 

There never was a point of 
danger in these Western cam- 
paigns that he did not place him- 
self in, so that a good example 
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would be set for the army. 

I think that the campaign of 
1876 was the foundation of his 
trouble. Then he started out with 
thirty days’ rations for his force 
and was gone nearly a year, 
spending a terrible severe win- 
ter in the mountains and on the 
western paries, far away from 
the forts and posts. This was 
hard service, together with the 
irregularity of meals and short- 
age of food, resulted in his stom- 
ach troubles, which immediately 
affected his heart. 

I had treated him every day 
since I have been attached to 
headquarters in Chicago, and a 
few weeks ago I| had about con- 
cluded that his trouble had been 
overcome. Last week, however, 
it returned suddenly. The at- 
tack was quite severe, but as he 
had come to me the moment he 
felt ill there was little difficulty 
in getting him in good shape 
again. If his death had occurred 
last week I should not have been 
surprised. He pulled out of the 
sickness apparently better than 
before, and his sudden death 
was wholly unexpected by me. 

Dr. Huribut Speaks 

Dr. V.L. Huribut, the physi- 
clan who was summoned, said, 
“I arrived at General Crook’s 
bedside only four or five minutes 
before death supervened. He was 
suffering from irregular action 
of the heart, and his lungs 
seemed to be filled up. We did 
what we could for him in the way 
of hot applications with 
sinapism, hot bags to his feet, 
etc.: but he was ‘in articulo mor- 
tis’ when I arrived, and died 
without rallying.” 

“It appeared to be a case of 
heart failure; but I could not be 


positive about that as I had 
never been called to attend him 
before. There may have been 
some stomach complications.” 
Staff Noted Trouble 

Major Randall, of Genereal 
Crook’s staff, said: “We have 
noticed for some time that Gen- 
eral Crook was not in his usual 
health. He was a man who never 
complained, and said very little 
about his sufferings. At the the- 
atre last night I saw that he was 
not feeling at all well, and asked 
him if he were in pain. He said 
‘No, but I think that was the 
beginning of the end.” 

The Oakland Funeral 

Major General George Crook, 
U.S.A., was buried in the Odd 
Fellows Cemetery, on Monday. 
The arrangements for the fu- 
neral had been made by D.E. 
Offutt, of Oakland, who for many 
years had been an intimate 
friend of Gen. and Mrs. Crook. 
The trains arrived from both 
east and west were crowded with 
persons who came to pay their 
last tribute of respect to the dead 
General. The procession which 
accompanied the remains to the 
cemetery was the largest ever 
seen at a funeral here. 

Gen. Crook’s wife was Miss 
Mary T. Daily, daughter of the 
late John Daily, of Glades Hotel 
fame. Since the war they have 
usually spent their vacation at 
the Glades, and he was there- 
fore well known to the people 
here. During his last visit to 
Oakland he expressed his inten- 
tion of building a residence here, 
and upon his retirement from 
active military life to spend his 
declining yearsin the mountains 
among the people for whom he 
always expressed a warm friend- 
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ship. 

Mrs. Crook, who survives the 
General and her sister, Mrs. 
Read, are the only survivors of 
the Daily family. Their father, 
mother and brother, James, died 
at Oakland within a few years. 

“Officers and Others” 

The following officers and oth- 
ers arrived from Washington 
Sunday night to be present at 
the interment Monday: General 
Samuel Breck, assistant adju- 
tant-general, U.S.A.; Lieut. 
Charles B. Schofield, of the sec- 
ond calvary, and aid to General 
Schofield; Capt. George S. 
Anderson, of the sixth calvary, 
who was for many years adju- 
tant under General Crook, all of 
who represented the War De- 
partment; W.J. Hancock, super- 
intendent of Wells Fargo Ex- 
press at New York, and Mrs. 
Hancock; Congressmen 
McKinley of Ohio, and Dorsey of 
Nebraska, and General Nathan 
Goff, of West Virginia. On the 
morning train were Capt. W.E. 
Griffith and others from 
Cumberland. Grand Army Hall 
was draped in mourning and 
Oakland Post presented a very 
handsome floral tribute. 

A Large Crowd 

A large crowd assembled at 
the railroad station, expecting 
the arrival of the train on its 
scheduled time, but information 
was received from a passing train 
that the train bearing the fu- 
neral party was four hours late. 
After this several persons from 
the country returned to their 
homes. The army officers and 
other strangers spent the time 
walking about, enjoying the 
spring sunshine and looking at 
the town. 

Major McKinley, General 


Goff and Congressman Dorsey 
tramped through the Oakland 
Hotel grounds and visited the 
spring where Washington en- 
camped when on a survey 
through this locality. 

About half-past 1 o'clock P.M. 
the crowd reassembled at the 
station, and after a-half hour of 
waiting the train arrived. The 
funeral party occupied a special 
car, which was side-tracked. The 
coffin was opened at the rail- 
road platform, and the large 
crowd had the opportunity to 
view the remains. 

The procession was then 
formed, with Oakland Post No. 
35, G.A.R. in front. The service 
at the grave consisted in reading 
a few passages of Scripture from 
the nineteenth chapter of Job 
and the fourteenth chapter of 
St. John’s Gospel and prayer by 
Rev. J.E. Moffat of the Presbyte- 
rian Church, and the benedic- 
tion by Rev. J.W.W. Bolton, of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

No Uniforms 

Owing to the dislike of Gen. 
Crook to display, the army offic- 
ers were in citizens’ clothes. The 
only persons in uniform were 
the six soldiers who bore the 
casket to its resting place. Col. 
Corbin, assistant adjutant gen- 
eral, had charge of the funeral 
party and there were with him 
Col. E.D. Heyer, inspector-gen- 
eral: Col. T.H.Stanton, of the 
pay department; G.M.Randall, 
Major C.S. Roberts and Lieut. 
Kennon, of Gen. Crook’s staff; 
Mr. John S. Collins, of Omaha. 
Ex-President Hayes accompa- 
nied the party as far as Fostory, 
Ohio, and his son, Webb Hayes, 
came on to Oakland. 

Floral tributes were numer- 
ous and handsome. An express 





wagon was pressed into service 
to haul them to the cemetery. 

The veterans of the late war 
living in Oakland and neighbor- 
hood attended the funeral in 
force. Oakland Post, No. 35, 
G.A.R., accompanied by mem- 
bers of posts from the surround- 
ing country, were in the proces- 
sion. There was almost a total 
suspension of business, and the 
people turned out en masse and 
accompanied the remains to 
their last resting place. 

The Rev. J.S. Foulk, pastor of 
the Oakland Presbyterian 
Church, had been requested to 
conduct the religious services at 
the grave, but owing to illness 
he was unable to leave his bed. 
The Rev. J.E. Moffit of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Cum- 
berland, responded to an invita- 
tion to officiate on the occasion. 

After The Funeral 

The special car bearing the 
Chicago party was attached to 
the west-bound Chicago limited 
at 5:26 Monday afternoon and 
started on the return trip. Mrs. 
Crook and Mrs. Read, her sister 
will make this their permanent 
home. 

Mrs. Crook has. received a 
letter from Gen. Bradley T. 
Johnson, president of the Mary- 
land Society, Sons of the Ameri- 
can Revolution, expressing re- 
gret at his inability to attend 
the funeral as a member of the 
general committee of the Sons of 
the American Revolution ap- 
pointed for the purpose by the 
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secretary-general. Gen. Johnson 
pays a high tribute to Gen. 
Crook’s character. 


Military Scene 


by Marion B. Leary 
Ed. Note: The following was writ- 
ten by the late Miss Leary in the 
March, 1959 issue of The Glades 
Star. 

When the famous soldier, Ma- 
jor General George Crook, died 
suddenly in Chicago in March of 
1890, his remains were brought to 
Oakland and interred, but six 
months later were removed to the 
National Cemetery at Arlington. 

At Chicago the services were 
attended by many notables, civil- 
ians and military, including an ex- 
President of the United States, 
Rutherford B. Hayes. From Wash- 
ington and elsewhere came many 
others to Oakland to pay a last 
tribute of respect, a future Presi- 
dent among them, the Hon. Will- 
iam McKinley , then a member of 
Congress from Ohio. 

In 1890 many Civil War veter- 
ans lived in Garrett County. My 
father William Lewis Leary, was 
one of a squad chosen from among 
them to fire the last salute over the 
General's grave. 

After the funeral Mr. Mc-Kinley 
exchanged reminiscences with the 
local old soldiers. In particular the 
conversation turned on the Battle 
of Antietam, fought on Maryland 
soil. Anumber ofthe men had been 
present at that desperate and san- 
guinary struggle. 
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Lawrence Cosner of McNeill’s Rangers. 
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Bruce Edward Nairn, youngest guest at Annual Meeting. 





100 year old Lillian Davis with Martha Kahl. 
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Museum Fund 
Center-fold 


In the center of this issue of 
The Glades Star is a sheet con- 
cerning the Societys Museum 
Fund. 

Through the years, the dis- 
play area of the Museum has 
expanded from the first floor 
down to the large basement un- 
der the building. 

This has come about since 
one of the Society's functions in 
preserving history of Garrett 
County has included preserving 
artifacts associated with the his- 
tory. Now, the building has be- 
come so crowded that larger 
items of an historical nature 
must be refused. 

For the past year, the Board 
of Directors has been exploring 
the possibility of a new building 
for the Museum; one which will 
accommodate the present needs 
and allow for future needs. There 
are funds available to start such 
a project, but there is always a 
catch to acquiring such funds. 
The catch lies in the words, 
“matching funds.” 

In order to be the recipient of 
funds which would help toward 
reaching the goal of a new build- 
ing, the Society must have 
“matching funds” available. Al- 
though there is some money in 
various accounts of the Society, 
it has been given with restric- 
tions placed on its use, none of 
which includes “matching 
funds.” 

Thus, it seems that the only 
way to move toward acquiring 
money for a new Museum is the 
creation of a Museum Fund, and 


that is the reason for the Center- 
fold in this issue of the maga- 
zine. You are asked to read the 
information thoughtfully, and 
make a donation accordingly. 


Dues Increase 

Beginning September 30, 
1996, annual dues for the Garrett 
County Historical Society will 
be $15.00. Before that date mem- 
bers who have not paid their 
1996-1997 dues can still pay at 
the old rate of $10.00. Send your 
dues payment to Mrs. Randall 
R. Kahl, 877 Fricks Crossing 
Road, Deer Park, MD 21550. 

Along with the increase in 
dues, the Society has also had to 
discontinue the practice of send- 
ing membership cards to mem- 
bers who requested them; here- 
after, the cards will no longer be 
sent. 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


Dues Notice 
Museum Centerfold 
Annual Meeting 
Treasurer's Report 
Oak Hill School 

Mill Race 

German Settlement 
Canoeing Casselman 
“Sun” Hoye Crest 
Marriage Records 
Winslow Map 
Genealogy 

More Isaac's Camp 
Capt. Hoye Mat.............. 100 
Garrett Sourdoughs 
Bio. Info. Needed 
Dues Notice 

Church Centennial 





76 THE GLADES STAR 


GARRETT COUNTY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Founded in 1941 
OFFICERS 1996-97 


President................ Clifford DeWitt 
Vice: Pres. jis Jerome Moyer 
Treasurer ..cnicne Willard Hayden 
Secretary .......... Dorothy B. Cathell 
AssteSéc'y, teens use Edith Brock 
Corre, SeC'¥e. scsi Martha Kahl 
CuratorS ee ee Beth Friend 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Jessie McCullough, Ernie 
Gregg, Laura Harvey, Carol 
Davis, James Ashby, Charles 
Strauss, Kevin Callis, Matthew 
Stieringer, Alice Smith, Mary 
N. Bennett. 


EDITORIAL STAFF 
EdhHOrseeuraene Rev. John A. Grant 
Cir. Manager ...... Lawrence Cosner 


THE SOCIETY'S OBJECT 
The purpose of this Society 
shall be to discover, secure and 
preserve whatever relates to the 
history of the area, and to dis- 
seminate knowledge of our local 
history among our people. 
THE GLADES STAR 
PUBLISHED quarterly by 
the Society at Oakland, Md. 
Entered as second-class matter 
March 12, 1942, at the Post Of- 
fice at Oakland, Maryland, un- 
der the Act of August 24, 1912. 
PRINTED by the Sincell Pub- 
lishing Co., Inc., Oakland, Mary- 
land. FOR SALE by the secre- 
tary and at the Ruth Enlow Li- 
brary. Single copy $2.50 
MEMBERSHIP: The mem- 
bership fee is $10.00, renewable 
annually for four issues of this 
quarterly bulletin, THE 
GLADES STAR, are, included 
with each membership. Life 
membership is $100.00 
POSTMASTER: Send ad- 
dress changes to Glades Star, 
877 Fricks Crossing Road, Deer 
Park, MD 21550. 
CORRESPOND HINGE: 
Glades Star, 115 N. Second 
Street, Oakland, MD 21550. 


Annual Meeting 
Held At Bittinger 


A record crowd of over 150 
people attended the annual ban- 
quet and business meeting of 
the Garrett County Historical 
Society held at the Bittinger 
Community Center on Thurs- 
day evening, June 20th. 


The evening began with an 
invocation by the Rev. William 
Carlson, and it was followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance to the 
Flag. 


Following the completion of 
the meal, the business session 
was conducted by President 
Clifford DeWitt. Among the dis- 
tinguished persons at the ban- 
quet, Mr. DeWitt introduced 
Mrs. Lillian Davis, oldest mem- 
ber present and within 10 days 
ofher 100th birthday. The young- 
est person present was one- 
month-old Bruce Edward Nairn, 
infant son of the Rev. Roland 
Nairn of Accident. 


A vote by the members dis- 
pensed with the reading of the 
minutes of the 1995 meeting. 
Mr. Willard Hayden, Treasurer, 
presented the report on the fi- 
nances of the Society. [It is pub- 
lished on the next page.] Mr. 
Hayden was chosen Treasurer 
by the Board of Directors to fill 
the unexpired term of Mr. John 
Toston, who resigned as Trea- 
surer in December, 1995. 


Mr. Jerome Moyer presented 
a slate of nominees for the Board 
of Directors. Ernest Gregg was 
elected to fill Mr. Hayden’s place, 
and Miss Mary Bennett was 
elected to fill Maxine Broad- 
water's place. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
GARRETT COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
JUNE 1, 1995 TO MAY 31, 1996 


Balance: Checking account, June 1, 1995 


Receipts 
Subtotal 


Net Balance 
Other funds on deposit: 


CD, First United National Bank & Trust 


CD, American Trust 
Total funds on deposit 





John Grant, Editor of The 
Glades Star, gave a brief report 
on the quarterly publication of 
the Society. He thanked the 
members for letters to the maga- 
zine and suggestions for articles 
received during the past year. 


Due to laryngitis, Mrs. Beth 
Friend’s report as Curator of the 
Museum was read by Mrs. 
Cathell, the Society's Secretary. 
In her report Mrs. Friend 
stressed the fact that the Mu- 
seum is overcrowded, and that 
more space is needed. Following 
the Curator’s report, James 
Ashby addressed the Society 
concerning the work of the Mu- 
seum Committee, and the need 
for a large fund of money to be 
accumulated to meet “matching 
funds” of grants for a future 
museum. 


Feature speaker for the 
evening was Lawrence Cosner, 
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24,778.01 


32,964.67 
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1,000.00 
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Civil War historian and mem- 
ber of a Confederate reenact- 
ment team. Dressed in a Con- 
federate soldier's uniform, Mr. 
Cosner described several unfa- 
miliar items of Maryland his- 
tory during the beginning of the 
War. He also gave some inter- 
esting details of the number of 
men involved in the final raid on 
Garrett County near the close of 
the War. He concluded with some 
anecdotes about the soldiers who 
raided Oakland during this Con- 
federate thrust into western 
Maryland and West Virginia. 


As has been the custom, a 
door prize was offered to one of 
the evening’s guests. It was won 
by Patricia Miller. 


The Rev. William Carlson of- 
fered the Benediction at the con- 
clusion of the meeting. 
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Oak Hill School - 1929 
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School building today 
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Oak Hill School 


R. Marie Coddington 


Ed. Note. Several years ago, 
R. Marie Coddington wrote a 
paper on the Oak Hill School for 
a course at Garrett Community 
College. After a lapse of time, 
the paper was forwarded to the 
Historical Society for publica- 
tion in The Glades Star. The 
following article is abridged from 
the material contained in the 
article written by Marie Cod- 
dington. 

Origin Of The School 

In 1879, the Oak Hill School 
located on Town Hill (Accident- 
Friendsville) Road, Accident, be- 
came a public school supported 
by the Garrett County Board of 
Education. Before this date, the 
building was used as a church 
and as a school. Information 
taken from the 1880 census of 
Garrett County indicates the fol- 
lowing information for the Acci- 
dent School District: Alex 
DeWitt, age 28, was a school 
teacher; Lizzie Kahl, age 19, was 
a school teacher; Ephriam 
Enlow, age 31, was listed as a 
school teacher. 

Additional information from 
The Republican newspaper, 
Sept. 29, 1877, has the follow- 
ing: 

“Oak Hill School. Yesterday 
one of the trustees of the school 
refused to have singing in the 
school house. This has caused 
considerable excitement and it 
is feared will terminate in the 
destruction of church and Sab- 
bath School.” 

Oak Hill School’s name also 
appeared inthe same year (1877) 


in a December issue of The Re- 
publican. 

“At Oak Hill School on Christ- 
mas evening there was a large 
attendance, the point of princi- 
pal interest being a huge Christ- 
mas tree on which a great deal of 
time and money had been ex- 
pended. Miss Frazee, the public 
school teacher, planned the af- 
fair and conducted it to a very 
successful termination. She was 
seconded in her efforts by all the 
citizens of the school district, 
with one or two exceptions.” 

“Mr. Abraham Turney, Mr. 
Dixon, Mr. Schlosnagle and oth- 
ers gave hearty support and we 
feel assured that to see the bright 
eyes of the children as they re- 
ceived their presents, more than 
repaid them. None were forgot- 
ten. The worthy school mistress 
herself was the recipient of many 
presents, among other things 
from the top most bough a fine 
looking toy on which had been 
bestowed much time no doubt.” 

School Building Today 

At the present date, the school 
is on the property of Gladys 
Beitzel, approximately one half 
mile from its original site. Moved 
there by Thomas Custer, it is 
used as a hay barn. Garrett 
County Deputy Sheriff and Mrs. 
William Thomas are now the 
owners of the property (formerly 
the Laranza Fasenbaker land) 
where the Oak Hill School origi- 
nally stood. Their garden, lo- 
cated at the corner of the Acci- 
dent-Friendsville Road and the 
Mitchell Rush Road, is the ap- 
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Former location of school building. 





Oak Hill name still exists in Accident area. 
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proximate location of where the 
school was built in the late 
1800's. 

Children in School [1800’s] 

Additional research indicates 
that the following children in 
1880 were of an age to attend 
classes at Oak Hill School. 

Children of Abraham and 
Catherine Turney: Franklin, 
William, Sadie, and Phillip. 

Children of Christian and 
Cooney Schlosnagle: Mary and 
Elizabeth. 

Children of Henry and Eliza- 
beth Schlosnagle: Willie and 
Martha. 

Children of James and Emily 
Lee: George and Ezra. 

Children of Alfred and 
Martha Jenkins: Samuell and 
Hestell and Lillie Friend. 

Children of Martin and Leona 
Rush: Ada and Benta. 

Children of Mary Glass: John, 
Rosa, Lizzie, Ida, Ananias, 
Elvina. 

Children who live with Adam 
Snyder. John Berkhart, Melvin 
Mernhorn, Adam Hetrick. 

Children of Leonard and 
Magdalene Berkhart: Frederick, 
Charles, Mary, Margaret, Cath- 
erine, and Reuben Durst. 

Children of Daniel and Julie 
Hinebaugh: Effie, Henry, Char- 
les, Emery, Virgie, Frank, Ho- 
ward, Emma, John, and Matilda 
Hetrick. 

1929 Souvenir Book . 

[Marie Coddington’s paper for 
Garrett Community College 
jumped forward to the close of 
school, June 21, 1929, and a 
souvenir book that was given to 
each student. The printer’sname 
on the back was “F.A. Owen Co., 
Dansville, N.Y.” The pages of 


the book contained appropriate 
poems, the name of the school’s 
teacher and trustees, and names 
of the pupils. The following ma- 
terial was selected from the book 
for this article in The Glades 
Star.]} 

“This Souvenir of the school 
year now closing is presented to 
you with best wishes of your 
teacher. May it serve in the years 
to come as a pleasant reminder 
of your school day associates.” 

Oak Hill School, District No. 
5, Garrett County, Maryland, 
June 21, 1929. Oma Friend ... 
Teacher. School Trustees: T.C. 
Custer, C.G. Brobst, Wm. H. 
Lohr. 

“Pupils: Woodrow Lohr, 
Raymond Schlosnagle, Alta 
Fazenbaker, Alva Lohr, Wayne 
Forsyth, Gladys Schosnagle, 
Dail Rush, Dean Rush, Mae 
Brobst, Mary Mae Miller, Clyde 
Custer, Mary Brobst, Freda 
Lohr, Robert Rush, Marvin 
Schlosnagle, Edith Rush, Beryle 
Custer, Kathleen Rush, John 
Brobst, Eugene Schlosnagle.” 

Oma Friend, the teacher, 
must have worked on the prepa- 
ration of the Souvenir Book. As 
a teacher, the poem “At School 
Close” by John G. Whittier, must 
have been her favorite. The last 
four lines are quoted here as the 
proper ending for this article on 
Oak Hill School. 

And, when the world shall 
link your names’ 

With gracious lives and man- 
ners fine, 

The Teacher shall assert her 
claims, 

And proudly whisper, ‘These 
were mine!” 
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Concrete box culvert that carries mill race water under 
Interstate #68 
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Saving The Mill Race 


Consider a normal highway 
construction project on a high 
slope above a river. Bull dozers 
are roaring, pushing rocks and 
tree stumps to one side; mam- 
moth trucks are hauling dirt from 
a near-by location; men are mov- 
ing about on the cleared ground 
involved in half a dozen different 
tasks; and above it all hangs a 
pall of pungent wood smoke from 
burning brush piles. It is a com- 
mon scene for clearing the right 
of way for any new highway. 

This, then, isthe activity which 
greeted Dr. Alta Schrock when 
she went to check on the old mill 
race for Stanton’s Mill at Penn 
Alps. The new western Maryland 
Interstate Highway was slowly 
creeping toward the Casselman 
River and the mill race stood 
squarely in its path; soon it would 
be obliterated as construction 
work moved forward. 

Although more than 20 years 
have passed, Dr. Schrock still 
remembers her confrontation 
with the construction company’s 
Superintendent. 

“At first, he didn’t seem to 
have any idea of what I was talk- 
ing about. The edges of the old 
mill race were overgrown with a 
lot of small trees,” said Dr. 
Schrock, recalling the incident. 
“T pointed out that even though 
the whole thing looked anti- 
quated, we had future plans for 
the mill, and the mill race was a 
vital part of it.” 

Perhaps part of the State’s 
indifference to Penn Alps future 
plans was the fact that construc- 
tion work had plowed straight 
through the old Casselman River 
Railroad roadbed. 

“Of course the Superin- 
tendent’s defense was ‘I’ve got 
nothing on my highway plans to 


preserve a mill race. This was 
true,” continued Dr. Schrock, 
“The plans showed the dual high- 
way bridge over the river, but 
nothing at all about saving the 
mill race.” 

Dr. Schrock’s next question 
was about “a pipe or something” 
that would carry the old mill race 
water under the new highway. 
As expected, she was confronted 
with the defensive words “cost” 
and “authorization.” 

However, the Superintendent 
had underestimated the deter- 
mination and resourcefulness of 
Dr. Alta Schrock; she didn’t give 
up on her mission to save the mill 
race to the old grist mill now 
called “Stanton’s Mill.” 

The Grist Mill 

A part of today’s Penn Alps 
complex, the grist mill was built 
by Jesse Tomlinson about 1797. 
He bought the necessary land 
beside the Casselman River on 
March 3, 1797 from a Stanton 
ancestor, Thomas Stanton. His 
original water source was Indian 
Spring Run, which was later in- 
corporated into the mill race for 
drawing water from the Cassel- 
man River. 

Made of logs, the original mill 
structure was rebuilt as a frame 
building by Perry Schultz who 
purchased the property in 1856. 
He constructed the new mill us- 
ing many of the old timbers from 
Jesse Tomlinson’s building. The 
land, water rights, and mill 
building came back into the 
Stanton family in 1862, when 
Shultz deeded the property to 
William Stanton. Five years 
later, William deeded the grist 
mill to his son Eli Stanton, who 
operated it for the next 43 years. 

The Mill Race Grows Old 
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Under Eli Stanton’s manage- 
ment many improvements were 
made to the mill as the years 
passed. In 1888, the huge mill 
stones were replaced by rollers 
for grinding the wheat; and power 
for running the machinery 
changed from water to steam to 
electricity. 

During one stage of improve- 
ments, the water wheel on the 
east side of the building was re- 
placed by a water turbine in the 
basement. It was the final use for 
water power at the mill. History 
shows that the mill race was 
maintained and used for over a 
century and was bridged by two 
roads which crossed it; the Na- 
tional Road and later U.S.#40. 
As the years passed and electric- 
ity became the power for operat- 
ing the mill’s machinery, the mill 
race gradually silted-up, became 
very shallow, and was choked 
with weeds and small bushes. 

Despite this dormant condi- 
tion, if the grist mill was ever to 
be re-vitalized, the mill race it- 
self had to remain in existence to 
carry water in the future. 


Decisions In High Places 

Although the highway con- 
struction work was already in 
progress when Dr. Schrock got 
involved, it was still not too late 
to make minor changes. Fortu- 
nately, people from the Governor 
of Maryland down to the high- 
way bureaucracy were sympa- 
thetic to Alta Schrock’s plea to 
save the old mill race. Eventu- 
ally, a plan to carry the water 
from the Casselman River under 
the highway was evolved and it 
was a whole lot more than “a pipe 
or something.” Today, a long con- 
crete box culvert passes under 
Interstate #68, following the 
course of the old mill race. 

As yet, water is not rushing 
through the culvert; the grist mill 
isn’t ready for it. A lot of restora- 
tion work still remains to be com- 
pleted by the Penn Alps crew. 
However, when Stanton’s Mill 
does go back into operation again, 
it will be powered by water flow- 
ing through the culvert and down 
a mill race almost 200 years old, 
saved from obliteration in the 
nick of time by Dr. Alta Schrock. 


More About “German Settlement” 


In the June, 1996, issue of The 
Glades Star [p.63], there was an 
article which dealt with the find- 
ing of the “Old New Germany 
Post Office.” One source of inter- 
est for writing the article was an 
article in an old issue of the maga- 
zine by the late Ross Durst. In the 
article, he mentioned the name 
“Old Dutch Settlement.” By a 
series of deductions, there was a 
great likelihood that the “Old 
Dutch Settlement” and “New Ger- 
many’ area were one in the same. 

Now, another name reference 
has been found for this area, and 
this one seems to have the same 
roots. 

The September, 1950, issue of 


The Glades Star has an article on 
“Early Schools In Grantsville Dis- 
trict 

“".. When the first county aid 
from the ‘Poor School Fund’ was 
allotted in 1831, ... ... respective 
trustees [for the County districts] 
were: Tomlinson - George Bruce; 
Grantsville - Archibald Thistle; 
Little Youghiogheny - Eli Ridgely; 
Custer’s - John Wiley, Jr.; and 
German Settlement - William 
Weitzell.” 

It would appear that the area 
around New Germany was known 
for the European settlers who 
moved there early in the 1800's 
and were alternately known as 
“Dutch” or just plain “German.” 
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Leo Beachy’s photograph from 1914. 


Canoeing On The Casselman River 


Leo Beachy’s photographs of- 
ten depict idyllic scenes. He 
photographed children posing 
in patriotic costumes; adults 
surrounded by the results ofthe 
year’s harvest; and landscapes, 
where trees were either in full 
leaf or covered with a blanket of 
snow. Some of the most relax- 
ing photographs he took were of 
summertime activity on the 
Casselman River. 

Upstream, above the famous 
stone arch bridge, there is a 
natural pool in the river. Two 
centuries ago, it was chosen as 
the source of water for Little 
Crossings’ first grist mill. The 
original builders of Stanton’s 
Mill, east of Grantsville, real- 


ized that the river's course made 
a half-mile “u” shaped loop and 
came back to within several 
hundred yards of itself. In that 
distance, the river bottom 
dropped a good 20 feet; an ideal 
situation for a water-powered 
grist mill. 

The resulting low level dam, 
built at the pool, for the mill 
race became a permanent geo- 
graphical feature on the river 
and the location of summer ac- 
tivity for Grantsville area resi- 
dents. 

Today, although the breast 
of the dam has been washed 
away, a person can still see the 
river's pool which provided so 
many happy hours of recreation. 
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"Sun" photographer and John Grant at Hoye Crest. 
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“Baltimore Sun” Visits Hoye Crest 


On Wednesday, June 12th, a 
writer and photographer from 
the “Baltimore Sun’ visited the 
highest point in Maryland, Hoye 
Crest. Named for the late Capt. 
Charles Hoye, the place on Back- 
bone Mountain was of interest 
to the “Sun” writer, Ernest 
Imhoff. 

An avid trail hiker and lover 
of the woods, Imhoff had visited 
the near-by high points of Mt. 
Davis, Pa., and Spruce Knob, W. 
Va. These crests are on land 
owned by their respective state 
park systems and easy to reach. 
However, the high point of Mary- 
land is on private land and ex- 
tremely difficult to reach. 

Late in May, Imhoff tried to 
reach Hoye Crest by parking on 
U.S. #219 near Silver Lake and 
hiking to the high point from 
West Virginia. He couldn’t find 
it and was referred to your Edi- 
tor, who has visited the spot on 
Backbone Mountain a number 
of times. Eventually, the June 
12th trip was arranged and in 
the company of “Sun” photogra- 
pher, Hillery Smith, your Editor 
led the way to Hoye Crest. 

In contrast to climbing Back- 
bone Mountain from a West Vir- 
ginia Monongahela Forest loca- 
tion, the group was given per- 
mission to go over private land 
in Maryland. It came from a 
Maryland real estate develop- 
ment owned by Vista Properties 
whose office is located at Silver 
Lake, just over the boundary 
line between the two states. 

Featuredina “Baltimore Sun” 
article dated June 23, 1996, parts 
of Imhoff's story about the hike 
to Hoye Crest are reproduced in 


this issue of The Glades Star. 
Finding Hoye Crest 

“The summit is hard to find, 
wedged in dense woods between 
a ridge-top development of 74 
lots in Maryland and the 
Monongahela National Forest in 
West Virginia. The Backbone 
Ridge development of Vista Prop- 
erties no longer allows hikers on 
its roads for easier access. 

“The spot, Hoye-Crest, is part 
of miles long Backbone Moun- 
tain in Garrett County. But you 
can’t get there from here. You 
get there from West Virginia. 

“From a starting point on 
Route 219 in the Monongahela 
National Forest, the summit is 
only 650 feet higher and less 
than a half-mile away, but the 
going is a bit rough. Hikers must 
contend with undergrowth, no 
clear path and no trail signs 
except for a couple of rock cairns. 
The abandoned logging roadscan 
be a help but also a hinderance if 
walkers go too far on them.” 
Fellow Hikers Find It Ideal 

“It's a peaceful spot, actually. 
Hiking purists might say the 
rough walk is ideal. 

“Hoye Crest, whose trees ob- 
scure views of nearby hills, is 
the unlikely target in recent 
years of so-called ‘peakbaggers’ 
- hikers from all over the United 
States. 

““T got lost going up, and I got 
lost coming down, said Moncure 
G. Crowder, with a laugh. The 
retired Atlanta banker belongs 
to the Highpointers, a National 
club. Members try to climb to 
the highest points in as many 
states as possible. 

“Crowder, 56, took his boots 
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off and showed the scratched 
legs after finding the summit on 
his second try last week. ‘It was 
40 minutes to the top and two 
hours to get down.’ He had ar- 
rived the afternoon before and 
figured he could knock it off be- 
fore dark, check Maryland off 
his list and head north for Mount 
Davis in Pennsylvania. He 
walked up the wrong road and 
gave up when the sun was about 
to set. His successful ascent the 
next morning was his 28th state 
top. 
Ownership 

“Hoye Crest is on a sliver of 
land near Kempton, owned by 
Western Pocahontas Properties, 
operating in Huntington, W. Va., 
a Delaware limited partnership 
with headquarters in Huston, 
Texas.” 

“Western Maryland Railway 
owned the property until CSX 
bought the railroad in 1980. 
Western Pocahontas bought the 
property with other parcels from 
CSX Minerals of Richmond, Va., 
in 1987 for possible natural re- 
sources development. This is 
timber and coal country.” 

Development 

“Although Backbone Moun- 
tain was envisioned in the 1974 
Garrett County general plan as 
a possible site for a scenic high- 
way, like Virginia’s Skyline 
Drive, nothing came of it. No 
evidence suggests any push fora 
public park for the slight bump 
on the long ridge.” 

““People years ago didn’t feel 
the land was endangered, said 
Tim Dugan, former Garrett 
County planning director and 
now a Baltimore County plan- 
ner. ‘Also, there’s astrongly held 


feeling there that the state .... 
holds too much land already.’ 
Maryland’s 18 percent share in 
Garrett is more than any other 
county. 

“The legislature this year 
changed the classification of 
22,000 acres, creating ‘wild- 
lands,’ much of it in Western 
Maryland.This more than tri- 
pled the amount of state land 
that can be used only for activi- 
ties such as hiking, hunting and 
fishing. 

Name - “Hoye Crest” 

“Grant led the way to the top 
for a short time until he said, 
‘There it is.’ 

“High up on a stout pole was 
an old aluminum sign - ‘Hoye 
Crest Highest Point in Mary- 
land. Backbone Mountain, 
Garrett County, 3360 Feet Above 
Sea Level.’ 

“Hoye-Crest was named by 
locals and Gov. Theodore R. 
McKeldin for Capt. Charles E. 
Hoye (1876-1951), founder ofthe 
Garrett County Historical Soci- 
ety and the quarterly Glades 
Star, which Grant edits.” 

“Hoye graduated from Mary- 
land State Normal in Towson in 
1896, served in the Spanish- 
American War and World War I 
and spent much of his career as 
an educator in the Philippines 
and Los Angeles. His last two 
decades were devoted to Garrett 
County history. He was killed in 
1951 in a car accident in Los 
Angeles. 

““T knew Captain Hoye,’ re- 
called Grant. ‘He was too mod- 
est to have wanted his name up 
there. Maybe it’s fitting. Hoye’s 
name rests in a quiet, unpreten- 
tious place.” 
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Historical Society Museum Fund 

The Garrett County Historical Society is actively seek- 
ing a larger facility for its Museum. Our genealogy 
library is growing; more room is needed for the family 
section; there is a need for a larger display area. In other 
words, the Society has outgrown its present building. 

As part of the prospect of acquiring a larger building, 
the Museum Committee has established a special fund to 
accept contributions, and is embarking ona fund raising 
campaign. Donations will be recognized by placing the 
contributors name in a special book or on a plaque. 

Donation categories have been established as follows: 


Contributor sila cccste tects Up to $50.00 
PE GLCNGS§ ststecccsce thence cate et ee ee $50 to $99 
DONO rks soe rete cers nee eee $100 to $249 
PAtCLOIEA ey Piatt ese ee $250 to $499 
SPOMSOLRt ir cckectestetecde. festa eee $500 to $999 
BenelactOr fries. viesvtesceesctseess $1,000 to 4,999 
Major Benefactor ...........0scc0e $5,000 to $9,999 


Historical Preservationist $10,000 or more. 


Name 
Address 


Telephone Donation 


If a memorial "In memory of 


Please make your check payable to: 
Garrett County Historical Society Museum Fund 


Mail to: Mrs. Martha Kahl, Treasurer 
877 Fricks Crossing Road 
Deer Park, MD 21550 


Fund Raising Dinner 
To Benefit The Museum Fund 

A dinner to benefit the New Museum Fund will be held 
on September 19, 1996, at 6:30 p.m. at the Pleasant Valley 
Community Center. Guest speaker for the evening will 
be Mr. Al Feldstein of Cumberland. He will be showing 
slides and speaking about Garrett County. 

Dinner price is $10.00 per person. 

To attend, send your reservations to: 

Mrs. Carl Cathell 
550 Liberty Street, Oakland, MD 21550 

Mail by Sept. 6, 1996; we need an accurate count. Seating 
will be by reservations. 


Please make reservations @ $10.00 each. 
Total amount enclosed 


Name 


Address 


Please list names of those for whom you are making 
reservations: 


SAVE $5.00 ON ANNUAL DUES 


After Sept. 30, the annual dues will in- 
crease to $15.00. Until that date the $10 fee 
will still be in effect. 


Name 


Address 


Mailto our Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. 
Martha Kahl, 877 Fricks Crossing Road, 
Deer Park, MD 21550. Make your remit- 
tance payable to the Garrett County His- 
torical Society. 
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Benjamin Winslow Map 


Chances are that you might 
have walked by it in the Histori- 
cal Society's museum and given 
it little attention. Yet, it is a copy 
of the oldest drawing which de- 
fines the semi-triangular shape 
of Garrett County. What is it in 
the long thin frame that you 
should notice? It is a copy of Capt. 
Benjamin Winslow's map of 1736, 
reproduced from the original be- 
longing to the Maryland Histori- 
cal Society in Baltimore. 

Caleb Winslow, an early 
member ofthe Society, presented 
the framed copy of the map in 
1960. Always interested in 
Garrett County and a descen- 
dent of Benjamin Winslow, Caleb 
had one of the first cottages on 
the upper end of Deep Creek 
Lake near the 1000 Acres area. 

In addition to the map, Caleb 
gave an article about the 1735- 
36 survey to The Glades Star for 
publication in the December, 
1960 issue. 

Starting From Harper's Ferry 

Benjamin Winslow was em- 
ployed by Lord Fairfax to accu- 
rately survey the upper part of 
the Potomac River, and locate its 
source. Other Surveyors were 
working on different sections of 
the same project, but the up-river 
part ofthe Potomac, from its junc- 
tion with the Shenadoah, was 
Winslow’s assignment. This por- 
tion of the river was known by the 
Indian name “Coho-gorooto,” and 
led into the wilderness of the 
Allegheny Mountains. 

Winslow’s party of surveyors 
began their journey up-stream 
in October, 1735. However, at 
that time of year the water level 
of the river was low. Soon the 
men abandoned the boats and 
continued on foot into the wil- 
derness. Included in the party 
as Winslow's assistant was John 
Savage whose name was given 


to a Garrett County river. 
Items From Caleb 

Winslow’s 1960 Article 

“Benj. Winslow and his party 
were to encounter bitter cold 
and endure rain, sleet and snow, 
and also ashortage of food. Never 
the less, before Christmas the 
party had accomplished its mis- 
sion, and had placed blaze marks 
on trees near a huge rock from 
under which flows the trickle 
that eventually becomes the 
mighty Potomac. 

“Later, in 1746, Peter 
Jefferson, father of Thomas, 
came with his party, pushing 
overland from the head waters 
ofthe Rappahannock, and found 
the blazed trees. They erected 
the stone marker brought for 
the purpose. Benjamin Winslow 
was also a member of this party. 

“It is probable that Winslow's 
map was utilized by George 
Washington, youthful protege of 
Lord Fairfax. If so, no doubt he 
was intrigued by the references 
to ‘cole mines, which were found 
near the present day Lonaconing 
in Allegany County, and between 
the present day Kitzmiller and 
Barnum of Garrett County. This 
is believed to be the earliest ref- 
erence to the existence of coal 
deposits in this region ... " 

On Display In November 

Of real interest to history 
“buffs” is the consistency or 
change of names of geographical 
features along the route followed 
by Benjamin Winslow. One ex- 
ample is Sideling Hill. This is 
the name by which we now know 
it; on the 1736 map it is called 
“Sidelong Hill.” 

Some names of tributary 
streams from the northern and 
southern sides of the Potomac 
River are still the same, while 
others are quite different. 


Continued on Page 112 
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Genealogy - What Is It? 
by Bob Jachowski 


Ed. Note. There is agreat amount 
of interest in genealogy among 
members of the Historical Soci- 
ety. For some, it is a subject 
which fills hours of research and 
writing; others, who would like 
to know more about it, don’t 
know how to get started. Bob 
Jachowski, a local historian and 
genealogist, now offers to share 
some of his knowledge of the 
subject with members of the 
Society in this short article on 
the subject. 
Genealogy Itself 

The dictionary can provide 
you with the definition, but in 
simple terms it is the compiling 
of a family history. Over the 
past few years the study of one’s 
family history or genealogical 
research has become a popular 
pastime for people of all ages 
and backgrounds. The history of 
one’s family is now recognized 
as a part of the history of all of 
us. For those of you who have not 
been bitten by the “genealogy 
bug,” it is time you look back at 
your ancestry and become a “root 
seeker.” 

With the advent of personal 
computers, the task of compil- 
ing all the information that can 
be collected has become a very 
manageable task. There are 
many computer programs de- 
signed for this purpose. Perhaps 
the most popular and easiest 
one to use is the “Personal An- 
cestral File” available through: 
The Family History Department, 
ATTN.:Family History Support, 
50 East North Temple Street, 
Salt Lake City, UT 84150. 

Source Of Information 

Where does one get the infor- 
mation to begin filling in the 
blanks? The usual starting point 
is to gather all the information 
you can from your home. Visit 
your parents and relatives and 


ask questions about your ances- 
tors. Contacting relatives, par- 
ticularly the older family mem- 
bers, is a very rich source of 
information and one that should 
not be put off until a later date. 

Then what do youcollect? Full 
name (in case of women, their 
maiden or birth name) when and 
where they were born, when and 
where they were married, and if 
they have died, when and where 
they died as well as where they 
are buried. Ofcourse, you should 
start with yourself and expand 
outward to father, mother, broth- 
ers sisters, husbands, wives, 
children, grandparents, aunts, 
uncles, etc. 

As you can guess, the expand- 
ing family has many branches 
and the task is never-ending. 
But the results are quite re- 
warding. Not only do you learn 
about your own ancestry, but 
you will learn a lot of history in 
the process. When you have ex- 
hausted family remembrances 
and recollections you can pro- 
ceed to the genealogical section 
of the library or historical soci- 
ety in the town where the person 
you are researching lived. 

Once you are serious about 
undertaking this effort (and 
most people are when they get 
this far), you'll find the libraries 
have many books that will guide 
you to more and more resources. 
County and State records are 
another good source of informa- 
tion. The Glades Star, over the 
last 25 or 30 issues, has pub- 
lished the Garrett County mar- 
riage records just for this pur- 
pose. 

Results 

As an example of how data 

will accumulate, some time ago 


I prepared a DESCENDANCY 
Continued on Page 112 
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More About “Isaac’s Camp” 


Back in the December, 1995 
issue of The Glades Star, there 
was an article called, “Searching 
For Isaac's Camp.” The article 
centered on a marginal note that 
Capt. Hoye had made. The note 
was on the hand written copy of 
an article that he was preparing 
about Geo. Washington’s visit to 
this area in September, 1784. 
Washington had to spend the 
night in Murley’s Glade at the 
foot of Snaggy Mountain. 

Charles Hoye had written, 
tak that uncomfortable night 
he spent camped in the rain in 
the Pine Swamp neighborhood.” 
In the margin ofthis manuscript 
are the words, “Isaac’s Camp 
there of 1774 must have been 
abandoned.” 

This marginal note raised two 
questions: Who was Isaac and 
where was Isaac's Camp? 

As yet, no definite answer 
has been received about the iden- 
tification of “Isaac.” However, a 
possible location of Isaac's Camp 
has been found. 

Your Editor has in his posses- 
sion some old survey description 
books which he bought in 1948 
from the estate of C. Milton 
Sincell, County Surveyor. In- 
cluded in the set of books was the 
Lot Book of Wm. C. Pennington, 
who, among other things, was a 
real estate agent for land in 
Garrett County in the mid- 1800's. 

The Lot Book has most of the 
original descriptions of the sur- 
veys made by Col. Frances 
Deakins prior to the Revolution- 
ary War, along with re-surveys 
made years later. What makes 
this particular book relevant to 
Isaacs Camp is the description 


of the “starting point” of a tract 
of land called “The Diadem.” 

In 1774, McCulloch’s Pack 
Horse Path was a pretty well 
used route through Garrett 
County. Col. Deakins speaks of 
it as “the first and only road now 
cut thro’ the Yough Glades.” 
There is also a reference to 
McCulloch’s Path (or road) in 
the description which also in- 
cludes the name “Isaac's Camp” 
in the land patented to Robt. 
Smith on April 11, 1774. 

“ Beginning at 2 Black Cherry 
trees standing by side of 
McCulloch's Road at the lower 
end of a glade on the W. Side of a 
fork of Muddy Creek, which Creek 
empties into the Great Yough 
River on the west face, about a 
mile below Murley’s Glade and 
about 14 or 15 miles above the 
Province Line, the afore said trees 
standing about S 75 E, 400 
perches from a place known by 
the name of Isaacs Camp, and 
running thence ... ... 

To have a specific reference 
such as course and distance to 
it, Isaac's Camp must have been 
a well known spot in the wilder- 
ness of Garrett County in 1774. 

Perhaps it was a “way sta- 
tion” of some kind for the rest 
and feeding of pack horses using 
McCulloch's Path. Perhaps it 
was a place of shelter for men 
and beasts alike underoverhang- 
ing rocks on Snaggy Mountain. 

Whatever the reason for 
Isaac's Camp to exist, George 
Washington didn’t know that he 
was close to some kind of a shel- 
ter when he spent the night in 
the rain in Murley’s Glade in 
1784. 
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From the 1933 
writings of Capt. 
Charles Hoye 


Our Revolutionary Rangers 

In the pension records in 
Washington is an application for 
a Revolutionary War pension, 
filed by Gabriel Friend, of 
Friendsville, dated December 12, 
1849. 

In this document Gabriel 
Friend says under oath that “he 
entered the service of the United 
States under Captain August- 
ine Friend as a Ranger or Indian 
Spy, in the year 1775, in the 
month of June, and left the same 
in 1781, himself being a First 
Lieutenant, and Byjah Her- 
rington, Sergeant, as volunteers, 
ordered out by Charles Clinton, 
President of the Committee of 
Safety, then sitting in Fort 
Cumberland.” 

The “field of operations” of 
this company “was on the Big 
Yohagany, Sandy and Cheat Riv- 
ers’- that is, its duty was to 
protect the Sandy Creek and 
neighboring settlements in the 
Youghiogheny and Cheat River 
valleys, the center of their op- 
erations being Fort Morris. 

Capt. Augustine Friend was 
one of the three brothers who 
settled on the Youghiogheny in 
1765, and an uncle of Gabriel, 
who was a son of John Sr. 

The sergeant, Byjah (Elijah?) 
Herrington, probably lived inthe 
glades on Herrington Run and 
gave his name to that stream. 

We have found noother record 
of this company of Rangers, ex- 
cept one payment by the State of 
Maryland to Gabriel Friend for 
supplies during the war. Gabriel 


was ninety years of age when he 
applied for a pension. He had no 
discharge or other written proof 
of service and his comrades were 
all dead. The pension office ap- 
pears to have considered the case 
for years, and, on November 19, 
1852, Gabriel Friend, then 101 
years old, signed, in avery shaky 
hand, another application of a 
“regular form,” but he died pen- 
sionless. 

Capt. Hoye summarizes ma- 
terial from Christopher Gist’s 
journal of 1751, concerning Little 
Meadows while on a trip west- 
ward. 

The first account we have of 
Little Meadows is from Christo- 
pher Gist’s Journal of 1751. In 
that year the Ohio Company sent 
Gist from its new store house on 
the Potomac opposite Will’s 
Creek to find “the nearest and 
most convenient road” to a land- 
ing on the Monongahela River. 

On November 4th, Gist and 
his companions set out from 
Will’s Creek with pack horses 
over the old Indian trail which 
he notes “is now very full of old 
Trees and Stones.” On Novem- 
ber 8th, the party camped for 
several days at Little Meadows. 
He wrote: 

“We hunted all the ground for 
10 m. or more and killed several 
Deer & Bears, and one large Elk. 
The Bottoms upon the Branches 
are but narrow with some Indian 
Fields.” November 9 to 19 - “We 
were employed in searching the 
Lands and discovering the 
Branches, Creeks, & c.” 

Thus, in 1751, was the Little 
Meadows (and also Grantsville) 
neighborhood first explored by 
white men. Gist does not give 
the names or number of his 
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companions or mention Indian 
guides but he probably had two or 
more [Indians in his party. At least 
they had meat for a large party. 

On November 20 and 21 they 
travelednorth west, cutting through 
some “great loarel thickets to Tur- 
key foot (Confluence, Pa.) where 
they found a small “hunting town 
of the Delewares’ from whom Gist 
bought some corn. 


Washington Again 


Visits Little Meadows 
In his journal of his trip to the 

Ohio in 1770, Washington refers 

to Little Meadows as follows: 

“October 12 - We left Killiam’s 
early in the morning, break- 
fasted at the Little Meadows 10 
miles off and lodged at the Great 
Crossings (Somerfield, Pa.) 20 
miles further, which we found a 
tolerable day's work. The coun- 
try we traveled over today was 
very mountainous and stony, 
with little good land, and that 
lying in spots.” 

There are some pretty fine farms 
today in Garrett County on the 
“spots” of good land which Colonel 
Washington observed in 1770. 

Returning east through Little 
Meadows on November 26th, he 
wrote: 

“Reached Killiams’s on 
George's Creek, where we met 
several families going over the 
mountains to live, some without 
having any places provided. The 


snow upon the Allegany Moun-_ 


tains was near knee deep.” 

On his next trip to “the West’ 
Washington lodged September 10, 
1784, at “Tumberson’s” (Tom- 
linson’s) at the Little Meadows and 
breakfasted at “Mount’s or Moun- 
tain’s.” A man named Mount then 
lived at Shade Run on the site of 
Braddock’s fourth camp. 


Tomlinsons at Little Meadows 

In 1760 Joseph Tomlinson 
surveyed and patented at “his 
Lordship’s Land Office of this 
Province” a tract of 100 acres, 
which he named “Good Will,” 
the beginning corner of which 
was “a bounded wild cherry tree 
standing on the north side of 
Little Meadows.” 

This was the first land sur- 
veyed on the west side of the 
mountains in Maryland. 

On his “Good Will” tract on 
Braddock Road, Joseph Tom- 
linson appears to have settled 
about the time of the close of the 
French and Indian War. This 
was the site of Braddock’s fourth 
camp, and there was a consider- 
able clearing in addition to the 
open glade. Here he built a large 
log house which he called the 
“Red House,” probably the first 
inn or tavern in our county. 

In 1777, Joseph Tomlinson 
deeded “Good Will” to his son 
Jesse, “in consideration of natu- 
ral love and affection and 300 
pounds,” retaining however, the 
use of the property for himself 
during “his natural life.” It ap- 
pears that the Tomlinson family 
“held the fort” at Little Mead- 
ows during the Revolutionary 
War and were not molested by 
the Indians. 

Jesse Tomlinson owned Red 
House Inn and its successor, the 
Stone House Inn, of National 
Road fame, for sixty-two years. 
He was one of the wealthiest 
and most influential men of the 
upper end of the county. 

Later, Thomas Endsley took 
charge of the Stone House Inn 
and it was in 1822 that the first 
post office was opened there 
called “Tomlinson’s” with Ends- 
ley as postmaster. 


102 THE GLADES STAR 


| 


Ft, Yukon 


® " 
Fairbanks | , Meet 
s 


{Fela 

Anchorage | — White Pass 
| « Skagway 
Juneau, 


he 





Map of Alaska and part of Canada. 





Shartzer house in Oakland. 


THE GLADES STAR 103 


Garrett County “Sourdoughs” 
by John Grant 


Ed. Note: In October, 19538, 
Ernest G. Gnegy presented the 
Historical Society with a photo- 
graph and a short narrative to 
go with it. The photo. showed a 
group of men and sluicing equip- 
ment on the sea shore at Nome, 
Alaska; the narrative was called, 
“Garrett County Gold-Diggers 
of 1900.” In it, Ernest Gnegy 
gave the names of 13 men who 
formed a company and went to 
Alaskain 1900 to search for gold. 
He received his information for 
the narrative from Mr. Harry 
West, one of the group, in No- 
vember, 1945, 45 years after the 
Garrett County men returned 
from Alaska. 

In order to bring the narrative 
into article form for The Glades 
Star, your Editor had to recall 
stories of his childhood. He re- 
membered hearing that “Dick” 
Browning had “gone to Alaska 
with some others to look for gold.” 
However, it wasn’t until after 
researching details of the trip in 
The Republican files that your 
Editor could remember having 
seen or known at one time or the 
other more than half ofthe group 
listed in Gnegy’s narrative. 

Included in this Glades Star 
article are some letters written 
by members of the group and 
published in The Republican 
newspaper. They give a unique 
description of travel in the year 
1900 and personal observations 
of local men searching for gold. 

So it is that your Editor pre- 
sents “Garrett County Sour- 
doughs” with a profound sense 
of respect for the courage of these 
men who undertook an adven- 
ture to “the far North.” 

Background 
Gold was first discovered in 


Alaska in 1880. The “gold rush” 
for Alaska came in 1896 when a 
rich gold lode was discovered in 
the Klondike District of the 
Youkon Territory. The “rush” 
came into full force when gold 
was discovered in the sand on the 
ocean beaches at Nome in 1899. 

One of the first Garrett 
County men to write home about 
Alaskan gold was John Shartzer 
of Oakland. In 1899, he had a 
Federal job which took him to 
Skaguagy, Alaska. Three let- 
ters which he wrote “home” dur- 
ing 1899 were published in The 
Republican. They are as follows. 

Skaguagy, Alaska, 
April 22, 1899 

We left San Francisco Mon- 
day, April 10, at 7 P.M., and 
arrived at Portland, Oregon, 
Wednesday morning, and at 
Tacoma, Washington, Wednes- 
day evening at 5.45. This is a 
great country. Seattle, Tacoma 
and Portland are up-to-date cit- 
ies and we find here all the mod- 
erm improvements that we find 
in any ofoureastern cities. There 
are many wonderful sights in this 
part of the country. About twelve 
miles from Tacoma there is a fall 
in the river, and this power is 
used to furnish electric lights for 
the city, to drive street cars and 
also for manufacturing purposes. 

The Shasta water is sold all 
over the coast. In crossing the 
mountains our train stopped at 
the famous Shasta Springs, and 
everybody drank of the water. It 
comes gushing down the hill side 
in a body the size of a small river. 
..... . When you drink it you will 
find as much gas in it asin Cheap 
John’stwo for anickel pop. [Cheap 
John Michael’s was a confection- 
ery store in Oakland.] 
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THE 
GARRETT COUNTY GOLD-DICGGERS 
OF I900 


The feollcwing infcrmeaticn was given tc Ernest G.Gnegy, 
a nephew cf Prof.John S.Gneyy,(cne cf the gcld-digsers,and a 
teacher of Garrett County schccls fer twenty-nine yeurs, )by 
Mr.harry West,ancther memver cf the expediticn.At the time, 
(Nev.1945,) Mr.West and cne cther perty were the cnly survivers, 
as Mr.Gneyy had died in March cf the same year. 

The crew,acccrdinzs tec Mr.west,ccnsisted cf the fcelicw- 
ing memoers: ‘ 

“Dick sremmins 
Jchn S.Gneyy 
Sen.(Dr. )Ravenscroft 
Jchin Shartzer 
Harry West 
Mr.Comptcn 
Andrew Shartzer 
"Teen” Classsett 
"Des" Beyer 
WeJ.-Dunlcp 
Maniwsses Schrech 
Michael Nathan 
M.M.Ashby 

A War.und Mrs.furner,cf Culiftcrnia,jcined the party 
at oeuttle, wush.,und they left Seuttle in the British O.c. 
Garcene,cn what was tc have been uw twelve days jcurney.They were 
sausht in an ise-flee frem the Yukcn,end driited until tney 
entered the Japanese current.fney pulled in at Dutch Harber 
forveleven, days,and, were, susplied Witheccele il romeamiorvestan 
vessel.Then tney ccntinued tc Neme,arriving twentj)-fcur cuys 
late. 

Fourecfi the party went inte the antericr ci gAlasks, 
near the Arctic Vircle,wnile the remeiniry mervuers ci, the crew, 
Ssluiced sand cn tne veach near Neme,us can ve seen in the ucccm- 
panying picture.Their gold wus assuyed in Seattle,wash.The purty 
left.Oakland in March,1900,and returned in Octover ci the sane 
year,withcut a sreut deal ct geld,perhaps,;but with a-weelth cf 
experience. 

Whether Wt 1s) scld te be cus ytne wilderness tcecicen, 
a battle te fignt,crsa-wanetc win, Garrett Countiansegre there 
with what at tukes. 

This exhibit was prepared,and presented to the Garrett 
Ccunty Histerical Society,by Ernest G.Cnexy,cf Pert Jervis,N.Y-; 
formemiy ef OaklendjMde,in Octcver{ 1955, fuse fit ty -tntec years 
after the return cf:the Gurrett County Gold-digsers. 


The Ernest Gnegy Story. 
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We left Tacoma Saturday 
evening at 9:30 ... .... We landed 
in Skaguay, Alaska, Thursday, 
April 20 at 11:30 A.M. 

Skaguay is the largest city in 
Alaska... we have electric lights 
and water works. 

Skaguay may be my head- 
quarters for the time being and 
I feel that I am only ten day’s 
travel from my dear family and 
my many friends. The hardest 
thing to explain to my many 
friends is how I can leave my 
little family so long and come to 
this far-off country. 

I am thankful to say that lam 
well and expect to do good work 
for Uncle Sam in the near future. 
John Shartzer - May 26, 1899 

I left Skagway Friday, May 
5th, at 10 a.m. and arrived at 
Killisnoo in the evening of the 
same day. And as the canal was 
too dangerous to go through by 
night we laid over until the next 
morning. ... ... We arrived at 
Sitka Saturday at 11 o'clock. 
Sitka is the capital of Alaska. 
The island is about fifteen miles 
wide andone hundred miles long. 
About three hundred white and 
seven hundred indians live here. 
Lots of Russian buildings are 
standing yet. The old Greek 
church is one of the old land- 
marks. The pictures and shrines 
are said to be worth $200,000. 

The road built by the Rus- 
sians to Indian River is still in 
good condition. They take the 
convicts out of prison and make 
them sweep the road. 

The days are still getting 
longer here. We now have five 
hours night and nineteen hours 
of daylight. Sunday, May 21st, I 
went to church at 8 p.m. which 
corresponds to our 120'clock (mid- 
night) in the east, and yet we did 
not have a single lamp lighted 
during the entire service. 


On Friday, May 19, in the 
company with Collector Ivy, Dis- 
trict Attorney Frederick, Judge 
Tuddle and Deputy Collector 
McBride, I went on a prospect- 
ing trip. We sifted sand but did 
not find any gold. I saw fresh 
deer tracks in the sand that 
looked like a drove of them had 
been there, but we did not get 
any. I shot four ducks; hope to 
do better next time. I left Sitka 
May 22, and arrived at Fort 
Wrangle, May 26. 

John Shartzer 
Fort Yukon, Aug. 16, 1899 

This place is about 375 miles 
below Dawson City, is the most 
northerly point on the Yukon 
River and within the Arctic Circle. 

At Circle City, ninety miles 
above this point, I ate ripe huck- 
leberries on August Ist, and saw 
oats over two feet high on the 
same date. When we take into 
consideration the fact that the 
snow is on the ground until after 
the first of June, we can imagine 
how fast vegetables and berries 
grow. ... ... The country is not 
mountainous like most of 
Alaska. ... One year ago govern- 
ment officials, while making a 
survey through this country, lost 
a horse and when they came 
back this spring they found him 
alive and fat. 

The weather here is delight- 
ful. I believe the days get a little 
warmer than in Garrett County, 
but the nights are cool. 

Some good mines are being 
opened on the American side 
and it is to be hoped that this 
will come up to the Canadian 
side. Jack Wade on 40-Mile river 
is having quite a boom. One 
man washed out $175 worth of 
nuggets in less than an hour. 

I expect to get to St. Michaels 
in a few days and arrive at 
Skaguay in about six weeks and 


106 THE GLADES STAR 





Dr. Ravenscroft’s house in Accident. 
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hope to get my vacation and see 
all my friends in old Maryland. 
John Shartzer Gold Fever 
Hits Garrett County, The 
Maryland Mining Company 
John Shartzer returned to 
Garrett County late in 1899, and 
the Maryland Mining Company 
was formed to buy machinery 
and prospect for gold in the sand 
on the beach near Nome, Alaska. 
Shartzer’s knowledge of ship- 
ping, machinery requirements, 
and travel routes was a valuable 
asset to the whole enterprize. 
Later, in 1900, when Dr. 
Ravenscroft returned home, he 
reported that the machinery 
purchased in San Francisco was 
waiting at Nome, Alaska, when 
the group arrived there. 
Although Ravenscroft and 
Shartzer took the “interior route” 
to Nome, Alaska, they arrived 
only 2 days after the rest of the 
group who made the trip by sea. 
“Farewell Items” - The 
Republican - Spring, 1900 
“Personals” have always been 
a popularcolumn in county news- 
papers such as The Republican. 
It is not surprising that some of 
The Republican “Personals” in 
the Spring of 1900 refered to 
items about the Garrett County 
group going to Alaska. The final 
one is a brief item about the 
morning of their departure. 
“John T. Browning has been 
employed by A.D.Naylor as fore- 
man of his blacksmith establish- 
ment in Oakland. Mr. Browning 
is taking the place of T.S. Clag- 
get who will leave on Saturday 
night for Cape Nome, Alaska. 
“Ex-Senator R.T.Browning and 
his son, Richard [“Dick”] Brown- 
ing, of Oakland, are in this city, the 
guests of Prof. E.A. Browning. The 
latter will leave Oakland Saturday 
with a party who will go to Cape 
Nome in search of gold. - 


Cumberland News.” 

“Mrs. R. Harry West has sold 
her household goods and will 
leave this evening for the home 
of her parents at Tecumseh, Ne- 
braska, where she will be joined 
in the fall by her husband when 
he returns from the gold fields of 
Alaska. 

“Jeremiah Stanton has been 
appointed night policeman in 
place of Bruce Hessen who has 
been transferred to day duty, he 
is taking the place made vacant 
by the resignation of R.H.West, 
who accompanied the party of 
Gold seekers to Nome on Sun- 
day morning last. 

Gold Seekers Depart 

“Sunday morning on train 
which passes through Oakland 
at 2:33 o'clock, the party of gold 
seekers bound for Cape Nome, 
Alaska, departed. The party was 
composed of Messrs. M.M. 
Schrock, J.S. Gnegy, T.S. Clagget, 
Abraham Lawton, Andrew 
Shartzer, M.M. Ashby, R. Harry 
West, R.S. Browning, Michael 
Nathan, W.S. Dunlap, and 
Clarence Compton, son of Ross 
Compton, Esq. of Grantsville.” 

“About a hundred well wish- 
ers and friends of the party re- 
mained at the station here and 
saw them off. Senator 
Ravenscroft left by way of 
Friendsville and Pittsburgh on 
Sunday morning. He joined the 
party at St. Paul, Minn. At Se- 
attle Wash, where a boat will be 
leaving for Cape Nome on Sun- 
day morning, Messrs. John 
Shartzer and J.W. Ivy, two other 
members of the party, will join 
them and accompany them to 
their destination.” 

“Mr. J. S. Gnegy who is secre- 
tary and treasurer of the mining 
company has promised us some 
letters for publication. In this 
way we can keep our readers 
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posted as to the progress made by 
the party in their efforts to secure 
some of the coin of the realm.” 
The Adventure Begins 
J.S.Gnegy’s letters, written 
home as the group traveled 
across the United States and by 
sea to Alaska, were printed in 
The Republican. It was a com- 
fort to families and friends in 
Garrett County that the men 
were able to make good travel 
connections, and that they sur- 
vived being “ice bound” at sea 
before arriving at Nome. Gnegy’s 
letters are as follows. 
Seattle, Wash. May 17, 1900 
The Maryland Mining Com- 
pany, composed of Senator R.A. 
Ravenscroft, M.M. Ashby, J.S. 
Gnegy, Andrew Shartzer, M.M. 
Schrock and Abraham Lawton, 
(Senator Ravenscroft, John 
Shartzer and J.W. Ivy not being 
with us at the starting point) 
left Oakland Sunday morning 
May 13 for Cape Nome, Alaska. 
We were accompanied by 
Messrs. Harry West, W.S. 
Dunlap, R.S. Browning, Michael 
Nathan and Clarence Compton. 
We arrived at Chicago in the 
evening at 9 0,clock. Waiting 55 
minutes, we took the C. M. & St.P 
R.R. to St. Paul, arriving at the 
latter place Monday at 9 a.m. 
The city was visited by a cy- 
clone during the night and four 
of its inhabitants were killed. 
After waiting an hour here, 
we were joined by Senator 
Ravenscroft, who had started 
from his home at Accident, Md. 
From St. Paul we took pas- 
sage on the Great Northern rail- 
way for Seattle, Washington. 
While passing through Minne- 
sota we saw hundreds of lakes, 
whose waters were clear as crystal 
and said to be teeming with fish. 
After crossing Minnesota we 
came to North Dakota, the most 


beautiful section of country I 
ever saw, especially that part 
known as the Red River Valley. 

As far as the eye could see, 
until the earth and sky seemed to 
meet, there was but one wide 
expanse of land as level as a floor. 

On Tuesday morning we were 
in Montana. Hundreds of Indian 
“tepee” (tents) dotted their reser- 
vations and herding and rearing 
of ponies and cattle seemed to be 
their only occupation. 

At Malta, Montana, a famous 
Indian chief of the Black Hawk 
tribe entered the car. He was on 
his way to join chiefs of all other 
tribes who believed in worship- 
ing the Sun. He said they were 
to meet “beyond the Hill,” where 
the great “Sun Dance” was to 
take place. The chief who could 
endure dancing longest was to 
be the greatest worshiper of the 
Sun. He carried a 44 caliber 
Winchester, and attracted our 
attention for the following wear- 
ing apparel: A cape of fine er- 
mine fur, decorated with pearls; 
a robe of bright colors, a large 
perforated breast-pin of pearl; 
pearl earrings, beads, feathers, 
buck-skin moccasins and leather 
bracelets. The largest chief I 
ever saw met him at Havre, 
Montana, and conducted him to 
the place of worship. 

On Tuesday evening just be- 
fore sunset, we came to the lofty 
“Rockies.” The scenery here was 
beautiful beyond description. 
Thousands of cone-shaped 
mountain peaks, pointing heav- 
enward, covered with snow and 
reflecting the beautiful rays of 
the setting sun, afforded us a 
grand sight, yet the base of these 
peaks were literally covered with 
flowers of all kinds. 

We crossed two long bridges 
spanning deep canyons; one of 
them 186 feet high and the other 
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218 feet high. 

On Wednesday morning at 
7:20 we struck Idaho. This whole 
section of country is covered with 
redcedartreesofimmense height, 
some of them being 200 feet. 

At 11:30 a.m. we were in Spo- 
kane, Washington. 

Crossing a large sage plane 
we came to the great Cascade 
Mountain at 6:30 p.m. Here two 
more engines were attached to 
our train, making three engines 
to eight coaches. We ascended 
this mountain by way of switch- 
backs. ... We descended the 
mountain the same way. 

On Wednesday at midnight 
we reached Seattle, Washing- 
ton. Here we were met by Messrs. 
John Shartzer and J.W. Ivy. 

All are in excellent health 
and eager to sail on the Geronne, 
Sunday morning, May 20th. 

You may expect to hear from 
me again when we reach Cape 
Nome. 

J.S. Gnegy “Gold Seekers” 
At Sea - 32 Days 
Cape Nome, June 23, 1900 

We sailed from Seattle for 
Cape Nome, Alaska, on the 
steamer Garonne, Wednesday, 
May 23, at 7 p.m. Our first stop 
was Port Angeles, 60 miles dis- 
tance, which we reached after 
midnight. Here the boat an- 
chored until Thursday at 10a.m., 
when she again moved over the 
smooth waters. 

All were greatly delighted 
with the voyage until we reached 
the Pacific, whose waters were 
too rough for comfort. On Thurs- 
day evening many were sea sick 
and you could hear them say 
“New York” in every apartment 
of the boat without referring to 
any particular place. Our cam- 
paign, however, fared pretty 
well, four of our number not 
being sick at all. 


On the night of the 24th a 
fearful storm, which lasted 24 
hours, began to sweep over the 
ocean. Sometimes the boat was 
almost on its sides, and every- 
thing went crashing from one 
side of the boat to the other. The 
waves, thirty feet in height, 
swept over the vessel’s deck, and 
some of our boys got a good 
drenching that night. After the 
storm was over, the weather was 
very pleasant and the sea calm 
for some days. 

On Thursday evening, May 
31, we passed through Uninak 
Pass, which separates some of 
the Aleutian Islands, 1800 miles 
from Seattle. These islands con- 
sist of a chain of cone-shaped 
mountains. The upper part be- 
ing covered with snow to a great 
depth and is of volcanic origin. 
One of the highest peaks is now 
in eruption, and large columns 
of smoke may be seen rising 
from its crater. 

On Saturday evening, June 
2, we were within 225 miles of 
Cape Nome. Here the sea was 
covered with icebergs, some 20 
or 30 feet thick. As far as the 
captain could see there was a 
solid jam of ice which no vessel 
could penetrate. We lay before 
the ice eight days, trying in vain 
to find a pass through it. 

The vessel then sailed back to 
Dutch Harbortobecoaled. When 
we were within 13 miles of the 
harbor we came to what is known 
as the “whaling region.” We saw 
hundreds of these monsters 50 
feet or more in length. At the 
same place the sea was literally 
covered with ducks as far as we 
could see. So numerous were 
they that large numbers of them 
were swallowed up by whales, 
and thousands that did not get 
out of the way of the boat were 
borne under water. I feel sure 
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that my readers will credit me 
with a big “duck story,” yet the 
half I never told. 

Dutch Harborisone mile from 
Ounalaska and is beautiful of 
situation. It is almost sur- 
rounded by cone-shaped moun- 
tains. The upper part of these 
mountains is covered with snow, 
while near the coast flowers of 
bright colors are very numer- 
ous. 

Noticable among the build- 
ings here are two large stores, 
one church, one missionary 
school and one hotel. A daughter 
of President Garfield is in charge 
of this hotel. 

While here all were allowed 
to go ashore every day. A dozen 
armored vessels were in the har- 
bor, all bound for Cape Nome. 
The crews of these vessels en- 
tertained all by playing base- 
ball, football, tug-of-war, etc. 

On June 20th we left Dutch 
Harbor for Cape Nome, arriving 
at the latter place June 23, at 9 
p.m. 

We were on board the vessel 
thirty-two days, on cars four days 
and in Seattle, six days, making 
forty-two days for our journey. 
We came 3,000 miles by rail and 
4,000 miles on ship. 

The days are very long here 
at this season of the year. The 
sun sets at 10 o'clock and rises 
at two. There is no night and 
only about two hours of twilight. 
Nome time is six hours and forty 
minutes later than Oakland 
time, and when we eat break- 
fast you have dinner. 

We are all in excellent health, 
good spirits and eager to get at 
work. 

- J.S. Gnegy 
End Of Part I 

Your Editor knows that read- 
ers hate to be “left hanging” af- 
ter reading of the beginning of 


events that happened so long 
ago. Part II, the conclusion of 
this article, will appear in the 
December, 1996 issue of The 
Glades Siar. 

Elsewhere in this present is- 
sue of the magazine, there is a 
request for biographical infor- 
mation about group members. If 
any of the readers can supply 
some of it or perhaps family an- 
ecdotes about the trip, they 
would be a great addition to this 
adventure to the “far North.” 

And ... yes ... all the men 
finally returned to Garrett 
County “safe and sound.” 


Biographical 
Information Needed For 


“Sourdoughs” 


In this issue of the magazine, 
there is Part I of an article called 
“Garrett County Sourdoughs.” 
The article is about a group of 
men from the County who went 
to Alaska in 1900 to search for 
gold. 

Biographical information 
about these men would enhance 
this bit of history, and if Society 
members can give us a little 
information about any of them it 
will be included in Part II to be 
published in the December, 1996 
issue. 

The group included “Dick” 
Browning of Thayerville, John 
S. Gnegy of the Red House area, 
Dr. Ravenscroft of Accident, 
John Shartzer and Andrew 
Shartzer of Oakland, Harry 
West of Oakland, Clarence (?) 
Compton of Grantsville, T.S. 
Claggett of Oakland, a “Des” 
Boyer, a W.L. Dunlop, Manas- 
ses Schroch of Oakland (?), 
Marshall Morgan Ashby of the 
Oakland area, Michael Nathan 
of Grantsville, Abraham Lawton 
of Oakland, and a man named 


J.W. Ivy. 
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September Church 


Centennial Celebration 

On Saturday, September 14, 
1996, the Loch Lynn U.B. Church 
will hold a centennial celebra- 
tion. The present congregation, 
now known as “Faith Evangeli- 
cal Free Church,” traces its roots 
back to the U.B. congregation led 
in its first worship service by 
Rev. D.R. Wagner in 1896. 

The 100-year-old congregation 
has moved from its original site 
in Loch Lynn to the new church 
building on the grounds of the old 
Mt. Lake Park Hotel in Mt. Lake 
Park. The September centennial 
celebration will be held on the 
grounds of the new building. 

Activities for the September 
14th celebration will begin at 3 
P.M. with an old-fashioned pic- 
nic and “gospel sing.” This will be 
followed by a reminiscence night 
and historical display in the 
church building. 

A complete article on the cen- 
tennial celebration will be in- 
cluded in the December, 1996 
issue of The Glades Star. 


Continued from Page 97 

In order to see the complete 
map, history “buffs” can visit 
the Oakland branch of the Ruth 
Enlow Library where it will be 
on display during the month of 
November. And also in the Li- 
brary, on the reading table near 
the back of the main room, is a 
bound copy of Volume No. 3 of 
The Glades Star. On page 41 is 
the beginning of the article writ- 
ten by Caleb Winslow about his 
ancestor, Benjamin Winslow, 
surveyor and map maker of Co- 
lonial days. 


Continued from Page 98 
CHART for your Editor, Rev. 
John A. Grant II, and his sister- 
in-law, Anne Naylor Grant. It 
was a Descendancy Chart of the 
Grant family, beginning with 
John’s great, great, grandfather 
back in Scotland who was also 
named John Grant. Beginning 
with this John Grant, there were 
7 generations with 24 direct de- 
scendants over a period of 180 
years. Of course, this may be a 
small number compared to some 
families, but itis an indication of 
what a genealogical listing of 
family members will produce. 

You may ask yourself, why 
should I do it? If not you, then 
who? There are many rewards in 
collecting and sharing this record 
with other family members. And, 
you might be surprised to dis- 
cover that other members of your 
family are working along the 
same line. 


Dues Increase 

Beginning September 30, 
1996, annual dues for the Garrett 
County Historical Society will 
be $15.00. Before that date mem- 
bers who have not paid their 
1996-1997 dues can still pay at 
the old rate of $10.00. Send your 
dues payment to Mrs. Randall 
R. Kahl, 877 Fricks Crossing 
Road, Deer Park, MD 21550. 

Along with the increase in 
dues, the Society has also had to 
discontinue the practice of send- 
ing membership cards to mem- 
bers who requested them; here- 
after, the cards will no longer be 
sent. 
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Leo Beachy and nieces. 
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Leo Beachy’s studio on Hare Hollow Road. 


Leo Beachy - Photographer and Writer 


Called My Camera Lens Does 
Not Lie a booklet containing Leo 
Beachy’s photographs and writ- 
ings has been published by 
Maxine Beachy Broadwater with 
the assistance of Matthew 
Novak. 

Leo Beachy (1874-1927) grew 
up in the Grantsville area where 
he spent much of his adult hfe as 
a teacher and photographer. Al- 
though thousands of his glass 
plate negatives were accidently 
destroyed after his death, 2,500 
of them were saved and given to 
his niece, Maxine Broadwater. 

With the help and encourage- 
ment of Matthew Novak, she se- 
lected over 80 of Beachy’s photo- 
graphs for publication. They in- 


clude late 1800’s andearly 1900's 
scenes of Garrett County and the 
surrounding areas together with 
photographs of family members 
and friends. 

Maxine Broadwater de- 
scribes the booklet as a dedica- 
tion to her uncle for “leaving a 
legacy that allows me to con- 
tribute a small portion of our 
past to present and future gen- 
erations.” 

Combined with Beachy’s au- 
tobiographical material, the 48 
page booklet sells for $8.00 
(plus shipping and handling.) 
Copies may be obtained by call- 
ing Maxine Broadwater (301) 
895-5124 or Matthew Novak 
(301) 334-3413. 
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DeWitts and Descendants 


Among letters from members 
of the Historical Society, we have 
the following from Rebecca 
DeWitt, who wants DeWitt fam- 
ily information. 

Calling all DeWitts and De- 
scendants of DeWitts: 

Please submit your family tree 
information to the DeWitt Fam- 
ily Tree of Garrett County, Mary- 
land. This is a non-profit project; 
copies will be available in the 


Fall of 1997. All entries are wel- 
come; whereas, entries will be 
placed as appendices to the 
DeWitt Genealogy manuscript by 
Mrs. William DeWitt. Send your 
information to: Rebecca DeWitt, 
P.O) Box 423, Kitzmiller, MD 
21538. Contact Rebecca at 301- 
453-3375 for assistance in get- 
ting started or if you need fur- 
ther information. 


Alaskan Gold Rush Information 


The original “big” gold strike 
in the Klondike region was on 
August 16, 1896. From that time 
onward more and more gold was 
found with the ultimate “strike” 
being the sands of the ocean 
beach at Nome. 

The Yukon Tourism office has 
compiled some information 
which includes those who were 
in the Canadian region of the 
Klondike. 

“Number of people who set 
out for the Klondike: 100,000. 
The number who made it to the 
gold area: 30,000.” 

“Cost of a dozen eggs in 
Dawson City, Yukon, during the 
gold rush: $16.” 

“Population in the Klondike 
region in 1898: 30,000; today: 
3,000.” 

Largest nugget found in the 
Klondike: 72 ounces and nearly 
6 inches long. The amount of 
gold mined out of the Yukon since 
1896: more than 12.5 mullion 
ounces. World production of gold 
in 1995: 73 million ounces.” 

“Price of gold in 1896: $20.66 
per ounce; current average price: 


$387; peak price (Jan 21, 1980) 
$850 per ounce.” 

“World’s largest gold pro- 
ducer: South Africa. Second: 
United States.” 
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Museum Fund 


Dinner Success 


Called a “Fund Raising Din- 
ner To Benefit The New Museum 
Fund,” the dinner was held on 
Saturday evening, September 19, 
1996, at the Pleasant Valley 
Community Center. Almost 200 
people attended the dinner and 
majority of them praised it as 
“An excellent evening with good 
food and a splendid program.” 
The only negative part of the 
whole evening was that some 
people had to be turned away 
because they failed to make res- 
ervations on time. 

The evening began with a few 
words of welcome by Pres. 
Clifford DeWitt and the Invoca- 
tion by Rev. William Carlson of 
Accident. As a show of respect for 
deceased Board Member Jessie 
McCullough, amomentof silence 
was observed by the assembled 
group. 

There was an abundance of 
good food for the meal with a 
large selection of pies and cakes 
for dessert. 

Following the meal, V. Pres. 
Jerome Moyer explained the pro- 
gram schedule for the rest of the 
evening. Jerome called upon 
Ernest Gregg, who gave a short 
talk about the necessity of start- 
ing a special fund for a new mu- 
seum. In his talk, Ernest ex- 
plained that present monies be- 
longing to the Historical Society 
were all “earmarked” for a spe- 
cial use and could not be used as 
“matching funds” for grant ap- 
plications, thus the necessity of 
starting a special fund for a new 
museum. 

Ernest Gregg then introduced 
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Guests at Museum Fund Dinner. 


Mr. Al Feldstein, who presented 
a slide program and commen- 
tary. Mr. Feldstein also brought 
with him a series of original 
drawings of historic Garrett 
County by Emily Wittman. These 
were offered for sale to the audi- 
ence, with part of the sale profits 
to be donated to the Museum 
Fund. 

Following the program, V. 
Pres. Moyer called upon Rev. 
William Carlson to give the Bene- 
diction. 

Altogether, the dinner raised 
$975. Ofthis amount, $215came 
from Mr. Feldstein’s sale of the 
drawings. 

Included in this issue of The 
Glades Star is a “centerfold” for 
additional donations by mem- 
bers of the Society who were un- 
able to attend the dinner. 


Book Information 


Bound volumes of The 
Glades Star are available at 
$42.00 plus $2.50 mailing costs. 
Some copies of Oakland Cen- 
tennial History at $10.00 plus 
$1.50 mailing cost. History of 
Garrett County at $20.00 plus 
$2.50 mailing costs. Garrett 
County Graves at $27.50 plus 
$2.50 mailing costs. Addition 
To Garrett County Graves at 
$3.50 plus mailing costs. Pio- 
neer Families of Garrett County 
at $30.00 plus $2.50 mailing 
costs. 


Deer Park - Then and Now, 
Glimpses Of The Past, and 
Lutherans On The Mountain 
Top are available at $10.00 
each plus $1.00 mailing costs. 
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“Noise of Thunder” 
Continues 


Back in March, 1996, there 
was an article in The Glades Star 
about cannon fire from the Battle 
of Gettysburg being heardin both 
Garrett County and some coun- 
ties of western Pennsylvania. The 
interest for this article came from 
an account by Bernice Kepple in 
her book Treasured Memories of 
My Grandmother. The story 
about the noise had been passed 
down from her great-great- 
grandmother. 

Recently, Bernice picked up a 
booklet at Gettysburg called War 
Stories by Gregory A. Coco. It 
was a collection of 150 little 
known human interest accounts 
of the Campaign and Battle of 
Gettysburg. Included on pages 
41 and 42 there are two brief 
accounts of the rumbling “Noise 
of Thunder” from the cannons 
heard at various distances. Parts 
of the accounts are quoted as 
follows. 
ae On Friday afternoon, 
July 3, 1863, I was returning to 
Somerset, Penn. from a trip to 
Mt. Pleasant in Westmoreland 
County. 

eee While we were at dinner 
the landlord entered the room 
and remarked that a terrible 
battle must be going on some- 
where. ‘ ... ... we can hear the 
cannonading.’ Expressing aston- 
ishment at his statement, he led 
us out to the end of his porch, 
where we distinctly heard what 
we regarded as heavy and con- 
tinuous discharges of artillery in 
an easterly direction. This was 
about two o'clock, and the pre- 
cise time when the great artil- 


lery duel took place preparatory 
to Pickett’s great charge upon 
the Federal line.” 

“... We afterwards learned 
that hundreds of people had 
heard the same sound all along 
the south-eastern border of 
Westmoreland County.” 

Rake Handle Communications 

A second article of human in- 
terest on “Noise of Thunder” has 
an unusual twist to it. 

rhe At the time of the war I 
resided in Madison, 
Westmoreland County. During 
the second day of the battle of 
Gettysburg, I wasin a field help- 
ing to harvest. One of our num- 
ber, after raking together enough 
wheat to make a sheaf, laid the 
handle of his rake against his 
head, when to his astonishment 
he heard distinctly the roar of 
the cannon. I then tried it and 
the sounds were very distant. 
We heard at intervals through- 
out the three days of battle, a 
strange roaring, but it was only 
by the use of the rake handle 
that we could distinguish what it 
was. 

“This was in an air line not 
less than one hundred fifty miles 
from Gettysburg.” 


Books 


One ofthe original obligations 
of the Historical Society was to 
collect and publish historical 
material of Garrett County. To- 
ward this end, the Society has 
consistently produced material 
in addition to The Glades Star. 

The reader is invited to check 
the listings on pages 117and151 
for titles of some books and pub- 
lications which are available. 
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Commercial Hotel in 1900. 


Letter from Member of Society 


The following letter is from 
Helen Schlossnagel Korab, 
former resident of Oakland. In 
her letter she included two pho- 
tographs, one of which is pub- 
lished in this issue of The 
Glades Star; part of her letter 
is as follows: 


“In reading the June issue 
of The Glades Star, I was espe- 
cially interested in your article 
on the Jones house.” 


“T am interested because as 
you mentioned, in its earlier 
days, it was the Commercial 
Hotel. The building was built 
by my grandfather, John Ault. 
He and my grandmother owned 


and operated it as a hotel.” 


“Last summer I gave the 
Historical Society in Oakland 
an enlarged picture of the Com- 
mercial Hotel, which I think 
was taken in the early 1900's.” 


(The Museum has enlarged 
the photograph and it is on 
display along with some other 
memorabilia from the Commer- 
cial Hotel building.) 


Now, only photographs can 
show that the Commercial Ho- 
tel once existed in Oakland. 
The building is gone anda large 
piece of green lawn fills the 
vacant space on Second Street. 
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“Garrett County Sourdoughs” 


Part II 
By John Grant 


In the September, 1996 issue 
of The Glades Star, Part I of the 
“Sourdoughs’ told of the trip to 
and arrival at Nome, Alaska of 
the group from Garrett County in 
1900. 

To refresh the reader’s 
memory, the article was based on 
a brief narrative and photograph 
presented to the Historical Soci- 
ety in 1953 by Ernest G. Gnegy. 
Further research brought out the 
fact that The Republican newspa- 
per was very interested in the 
group, and in the weekly papers 
during Spring and Summer of 
1900 there were published letters 
written back by the “Sourdoughs.” 
There was such a quantity of ma- 
terial available, that separating 
itinto Part land Part I] seemed to 
be the best way to write the ar- 
ticle. 

Since the publication of Part I, 
some biographical information 
about members of the group has 
become available. In particular, 
Mr. Robt. Browning of Raleigh, 
N.C., along with members of the 
late Robt. Garrett's family, have 
supplied enough information 
about Richard S. “Dick” Brown- 
ing to do a separate article on 
him. Called “Dick, Browning F1- 
nal Survivor ofthe Garrett County 
Sourdoughs’ it is included in this 
issue of The Glades Star. 

By coincidence, The Republi- 
can letter which begins Part II of 
this present article is from “Dick” 
Browning to his parents. 

Dick Browning Writes Home 
Nome City, June 27, 1900 
My Dear Pa, 


I have delayed writing until I 
could give you some facts con- 
cerning our arrival here and pros- 
pects. Our entire party arrived 
here on the evening of June 23, 
landing on Sunday morning hale 
and hearty. We were just one 
month in coming from Seattle, 
leaving there on May 23. We de- 
layed on June 2nd by the ice for 
eight days, having to sail back 
700 miles to a coaling station at 
Dutch Harbor, Alaska, just at the 
time the ice was breaking, which 
accounts for our late arrival here. 
We arrived here, however, two 
days before Senator Ravenscroft 
and Mr. Shartzer, who came by 
way of Skaguay. 

Our baggage and provisions 
were well preserved and are now 
landed and nicely stored in our 
tent. We were fortunate in get- 
ting our goods so soon as the boat 
will not be unloaded for a week. 
Others who are less fortunate are 
without their tents. 

The weather is fine and clear, 
with a bracing breeze. During 
twenty two of the twenty four 
hours you can see to read a news- 
paper, the sun being hidden only 
two hours. A pretty long day, isn’t 
it? 

Cousin Ed Dewitt came on the 
same boat from Seattle with us 
and left this morning to go 80 
miles further up the coast to Cape 
York. He is a splendid man hav- 
ing lots of experience for such an 
adventure. Our meeting was quite 
a surprise. He seems very much 
interested in me and says that if 
he strikes anything rich I shall 
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Richard West’s house in Oakland. 





Marshall M. Ashby’s house in Oakland. 
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share with him. 

He has been in every gold field 
and has lots of money with him. I 
told him all about his father’s 
death. I am sorry I have not the 
account of it as written by you for 
the Democrat. If convenient you 
might sendit to me for! know how 
much he would like to see it. 

We intend to work this claim 
one month and if it does not pay 
we will try another place. We are 
very busy setting up our machin- 
ery. 

Well Pa, Mr. Nathan is wait- 
ing to go to the post office, which 
is only a little tent, so I will close 
by asking you not to worry about 
me. I am feeling as well as I ever 
did and am encouraged. 

Love to Mama and all. 

Yours, 
Dick 
Senator Ravenscroft 
First One To Return To 
Garrett County 

R.A. Ravenscroft of Accident 
returned to Garrett County in late- 
July of 1900. He was interviewed 
by The Republican and the follow- 
ing 1s a copy of the interview as it 
appeared in the newspaper. 

The Senator left Seattle, Wash- 
ington, a day or two in advance of 
the party from Oakland and went 
to Skaguay with John Shartzer. 
They took the interior route to 
Nome, passing over the White 
Pass trail after which they en- 
tered Lake Bennett in north Brit- 
ish Columbia, and passing 
through it entered Lake Marsh. 
Leaving Lake Marsh the White 
Horse Rapids were entered, the 
trip being madeinariver steamer. 
These rapids at the time Senator 
Ravenscroft made the trip were 
extremely dangerous, the melt- 
ing snow from the mountains 


pouring a vast volume of water 
into the narrow gorge through 
which the riverruns. The trip was 
made in safety, however, and the 
body of water known as Lake 
Leberge was passed through. 

Thirty Mile River was then 
entered which with the Teslin 
River forms the Lewes River. At 
Fort Selkirk, at the junction ofthe 
former stream and the Pelly River, 
which forms the Great Yukon, the 
dangers of the trip came to an 
end. 

Dawson City, the metropolis 
of the Klondike district was 
reached after boating down the 
Yukon from Fort Selkirk for sev- 
eral hundred miles and the great 
gold fields were entered. Every- 
thing was on the jump and it is 
estimated that the “clean-up” of 
the Dawson City district alone 
this Spring will amount to over 
twenty millions in gold. 

A few days were spent in 
Dawson after which the real jour- 
ney to Nome was begun. A river 
boat was again taken and the trip 
down the Yukon to tide water 
resumed. On the way every min- 
ing camp of any importance, in- 
cluding Forty Mile, Fort Cudahy, 
Circle City and Fort Yukon were 
visited. Here the same activity as 
that evidenced at Dawson was to 
be seen. Men of all classes were 
endeavoring to gather as much 
gold as possible, prior to going 
down the river in the rush to 
Nome, but those leaving Dawson 
were as a drop in the sea com- 
pared to the thousands remain- 
ing in the district. 

The trip from Dawson to St. 
Michaels, on Norton Sound, was 
made withoutincident. At the lat- 
ter place Messrs. Ravenscroft and 
Shartzer embarked in a large 
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steamer for Cape Nome, arriving 
at that point two days after the 
party from Oakland had disem- 
barked from the streamer 
Garonne. 

The machinery which was pur- 
chased by the company at San 
Francisco and shipped to Nome 
was on the beach awaiting the 
arrival of the party and at once 
preparations were made to get it 
set up and in running order. 

The engine and pump which 
had been mounted on some heavy 
timbers prior to shipment from 
San Francisco was transported 
up the beach one anda half miles 
from Nome and across the Snake 
River where it was set up and 
operations began in earnest on 
the morning of July 2nd, when 
the first shovelfull of gold-bear- 
ing sand was thrown into the 
sluice box and the water turned 
on to wash it out. 

Once the sand is placed in the 
sluice box the actual labor of those 
engaged in the work is at an end 
as the box is of sufficient length to 
carry the sand after it has been 
washed out to the sea. The gold 
from the sand is retained in the 
box by a series of small slats or 
pieces nailed securely to the bot- 
tom and the gold being the heavier 
soon finds its way to the bottom of 
the box where it lodges and is 
retained by the strips while the 
sand is carried on to the end and 
discharged. 

The work being fairly under- 
way before Senator Ravenscroft 
left he is very much encouraged 
as to the outcome of the work now 
being done by the party. Although 
they had not made a “clean-up” 
that day indications for the suc- 
cess of the party were of such a 
nature that is in almost insured. 


On the way down the coast 
from Nome, Senator Ravenscroft 
visited a mining town called 
Topkuk, where a number of per- 
sons from McKeesport, Pa., have 
located. One of the men in the 
party in ten hours took out $2350 
in gold, and it is thought by the 
party that in the Fall when they 
return at least $40,000 will be 
brought back by each member. 

The distance travelled by rail, 
boat, horseback, and walking by 
Senator Ravenscroft in his trip to 
the north and return was nearly 
12,000 miles. 

Homeward-bound -- Soon! 
Andrew Shartzer’s Letter From 
Nome 

To The Republican Newspaper 
September 2, 1900 

Knowing that you have had 
innumerable reports of this coun- 
try, many of which are false, or 
misleading to say the least, I beg 
that you will allow me a small 
space in your valuable paper that 
I might contribute my mite to- 
wards informing my fellow coun- 
trymen and friends of the mem- 
bers ofthe Maryland Mining Com- 
pany generally asto the true state 
of affairs and how we are faring. 

In the first place I wish to state 
that the many outlandish hard- 
ships of which you have heard are 
very much exaggerated, and of 


the comparative little illness 


which has prevailed here we, by 
reasonable care, have had little 
trouble to evade. Our health has 
never been better, and I do not 
exaggerate when | say that every 
member of our party has gained 
in weight, the gain being from five 
to twenty pounds per man. 
Astoclimate no one could wish 
for better. For forty days after 
arrival we had none by the most 
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beautiful sunny days. Indeed, I 
often think, judging from what I 
have seen of Alaska, that it ought 
to bespoken ofas the Sunny North. 
Of course, we all know that the 
winters are long and cold com- 
pared with our own Garrett 
County winters; but when people 
tell us that they are rougher they 
exaggerate. I have talked with 
quite a few who remained here 
during the last winter and they 
all claim that they would rather 
winter here than in some of the 
states. 

Regard our success in obtain- 
ing the yellow metal we have no 
cause for complaint. Some of our 
party evidently came up with us 
on more of a pleasure trip, while 
those of us who remain are living 
with full hope of returning soon 
with our share of “pay dirt.” 

Our present calculations are 
tocome out on the last boat and be 
home in good time to cast our 
ballots for McKinley and 
Roosevelt, with a minority repre- 
sentation for Bryan. Then join 
hands in the grand Republican 
ratificationimmediately after the 
election. 

Andrew Shartzer 
“Kind Of Season” 
John Shartzer’s Letter From 
Nome 
To The Republican Newspaper 
September 15, 1900 

This morning as we emerged 
from out tents we could see far 
away the mountains topped with 
snow. Somewhat later in the day 
there was quite a good deal of 
snow flying in the air about us. I 
dare say that this caused every 
member of our camp to allow his 
mind to wander back to good old 
Garrett County. I know that such 
was my personal experience, and 


I shall therefore ask you to allow 
mea small space in your paper for 
a few notes which my country- 
men might find of some little in- 
terest. 

As to the Garrett County boys, 
they are all in the best of spirits 
and are enjoying excellent health. 
The first cloud to shadow the 
Maryland camp was when our 
much respected Senator an- 
nounced to us that he was leav- 
ing; but in as much as the good 
doctor did not come to shovel sand 
in the first place, we were obliged 
to wish him a pleasant and safe 
journey home. 

Next toleave was Mr. Claggett, 
our competent and often needed 
blacksmith. His main excuse was 
that he had taken a wife and must 
go to see her. Mr. J.S. Gnegy fell 
into line and began to make ex- 
cuses and to say, “I want to take 
unto myselfa wife and must go to 
see her. “Mr. Schrock is also talk- 
ing about going home, and it is 
uncertain at this time if he will 
stay to the end or not. When 
brother Andrew begins to tell 
about all the good things in Mary- 
land we all know that his mind is 
back to the home along Deer Park 
road. Mr. Ashby also stands up 
most patriotically for Maryland: 
he says there are no potatoes like 
the Garrett County potatoes, and 
then talks about strawberry short 
cake, cherry cobbler and the like, 
but like the rest of us, when din- 
ner time comes he must sit down 
to his little plate of beans. Mr. 
Dunlap sometimes speaks most 
kindly of the east, but he is al- 
ways willing to shovel “pay dirt” 
into the sluice-box. 


To be continued in the March, 
1997 issue. 
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1800 Census of Garrett County 


Ed. Note: Today, the question 
sometimes arises, “How many 
people were in Garrett County in 
the ‘early days’?” One answer is 
in the September 30, 1945 issue 
of The Glades Star. Called,”U.S. 
Census of The Glades and Sandy 
Creek Hundreds, For The Year 
1800,” and written by Capt. Hoye, 
it explained “Hundred” as an En- 
glish term for a district contain- 
ing a hundred families or hun- 
dred warriors. It was discontin- 
ued in Maryland after 1800. 
“Glades Hundred” became Dis- 
trict No. 1; voting place Ingman’s 
Tavern in Green Glade. “Sandy 
Creek Hundred” became District 
No.2, voting place at Selby’s Port. 
Capt Hoye concluded the article 
with the information that Garrett 
County’s population in the 1940 
Census was 21,981. 

Census History 

The first Federal Census was 
taken in 1790, but unfortunately 
the report for Allegany County 
was destroyed and the only record 
remaining gives the total county 
population as 4,809. The next ten 
years was a period of rapid in- 
crease in population in the west- 
ern part of Allegany County, and 
in 1800 was 6,303. 

Districts No.1 and No.2 

The total number of inhabit- 
ants of the Glades and Sandy 
Creek Hundreds in 1800 was 985. 
Including a few families in ad- 
joining hundreds, the total popu- 
lation of the Garrett County area 
was a little over 1,000. 

Note that in 1800, the Garrett 
County area had a considerable 
colored population. Slave owning 
settlers from other sections of the 
state brought their slaves with 
them, and these servants contrib- 
uted to the development of the 
country, but when freed most of 
them left the plantations to live in 
the cities or where the winters are 
not so cold. 


Proceedure 

The census enumerator for 
Glades and Sandy Creek Hun- 
dreds in 1800 was Aquila A. 
Browne. He appears to have writ- 
ten the names in his report in the 
order in which he contacted the 
settlers, traveleing from 
Frostburg west over the Braddock 
Road, thence by Morgantown 
Road to Selby’s Port and Bloom- 
ing Rose, thence to Sang Run. 
Then he returned by about the 
same route, thus covering Sandy 
Creek Hundred, the north west 
half of what is now Garrett 
County. Browne next traveled 
over the Glades Hundred from 
West Port, contacting settlers 
between the Great Backbone 
mountain and the Potomac River 
to Alexander Smith’s. Thence thru 
the glades to tke old State Road. 
There were very few settlers in 
the glades in 1800. 

Today 

Looking over the lists of family 
names included in 1800 Census, 
many ofthem are stillrepresented 
in Garrett County today. 

Some of the family names in 
Glades Hundred included: 
Tichenall, Pritchard, Barnard, 
Lewis, Cutler Marks, White, Roby, 
Rush, Smith, Paugh, Gilmor, 
Turner, Dixon, Davis, Bray, Goff, 
Rinehart, Ashby, and Wilson. 

Some of the family names in 
Sandy Creek Hundred included: 
Clerry, Mellinger, Engles, 
Tomlinson, Baker, Garlitz, Blocher, 
Little , Miller, Stanton, Thistle, 
Simpkins, Coddington, Welch, 
Ferguson, Hoye, Friend, Casteel, 
McMullen, Browning, Hand, 
Frazee, Enlo, Savage, Knott, Collier, 
and Lynn. 

Request 

Anyone wishing a reprint of 
the all the names included in the 
1800 Census may obtain a Xerox 
copy free by writing to the Editor: 
John A. Grant, 115 N. Second 
Street, Oakland, MD 21550. 
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"Dick" Browning’s home in Deer Park. 


Richard S. “Dick” Browning 


Final Survivor of the “Garrett County Sourdoughs” 
by John A. Grant 


In his book, “The Trail Of 
Ninety-Eight,” Robert Service 
wrote the following on p.93-94. 

“The spirit of the Gold Trail, 

how shall I describe it? 
... there was something grandly 
terrible about it all. It was a 
barbaricinvasion, an army, each 
man fighting for his own land 
under the banner of gold. It was 
conquest. Everyday, asI watched 
that human torrent, I realized 
how vast, how irrestible it was. 
It was epic, it was historical.” 

These words give some insight 
into the lure of gold in Alaska 
that even affected men from far- 
away Garrett County, Maryland. 


Correspondence 

After publication of “Garrett 
County Sourdoughs” Part 1 in 
the September, 1996 1ssue of The 
Glades Star, Robert C. Browning 
of Raleigh, N. C. wrote that Robt. 
S. “Dick” Browning was his uncle. 
He went on to relate that he 
could remember overhearing 
many tales of the Alaskan trip 
when he was a child. He wrote 
the following letter on Sept. 19, 
1996. 
thats, I was very much inter- 
ested in reading John Grant’s 
article on the ‘Garrett County 
Sourdoughs’ in your September, 
1996 issue of The Glades Star. 
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The R.S. “Dick” Browning men- 
tionedin the article was my Uncle 
Dick, brother of my father 
(R.Getty Browning) and _ I re- 
member overhearing many tales 
of the Alaska trip when I was a 
child. 

“Richard Stabler Browning 
was a true outdoorsman, loving 
hunting and fishing. He and my 
father were both expert marks- 
men with modern rifles as well 
as the ancestral flintlock and per- 
cussion cap deer rifles. He served 
with the Maryland Fish and 
Wildlife Commission and he was 
a member of the Baltimore City 
police force in his early days.” 

Reply Letter 

As Editor and compiler of the 
“Sourdough” article, I wrote to 
Robt. Browning, asking if he 
could recall any of the stories his 
Uncle “Dick” Browning told. 
Robt. Browning’s reply came ina 
letter dated Oct. 14, 1996, along 
with a copy of Robt. Service’s 
book. 

“My recollection is that “Dick” 
talked of traveling north from 
Skagway, over the Chilkoot Pass 
to Whitehorse, and across lake 
Laberge and then down the 
Yukon River to Dawson and the 
Klondike gold fields on his way 
to Nome. I think he admired Robt. 
Service’s works, and gave the 
book The Trail of Ninety-Eight to 
my father, Getty Browning, as 
providing an accurate account of 
the tribulations of ‘Cheechakos’ 
on the trail to the Klondike.” 

“On a trip to the west coast 
with me, my father mentioned 
that “Dick” thought that Coeur 
d'Alene, Idaho, was one of the 
most attractive places he had 
ever seen, and that he had owned 
and operated a hotel in this area 


for several years following his 
return. I think he must have 
found his ‘pot of gold’ in Alaska!” 

Inside the cover of Service’s 
book which Robt. Browning sent 
to me to read, written in a firm 
hand is the signature, “Richard 
S. Browning, Deer Park, Mary- 
land.” 

Richard Stabler Browning 
died in an automobile accident 
on the outskirts of Deer Park in 
1959. 

At the age of 84 years, he was 
the final survivor of the “Garrett 
County Sourdoughs.” 


1929 County School 
Consolidation 


Ed. Note: In a move to provide 
better education facilities for stu- 
dents, the State School Law was 
re-written in 1927. The aim of 
the revision of the law in 1927 
was to close one-room schools 
where practical and move the 
students to a more central loca- 
tion. A May 30, 1929 article from 
The Republican tells of the 
changes to be made in Garrett 
County. 
Use Of School Buses 

“One of the most decided for- 
ward steps in the school affairs 
of this county to the advantage of 
the children of our one-room 
schools was taken last Monday 
morning (May 27, 1929) when 
the Dodge school, located five 
miles north of Oakland, in which 
there were about 14 children who 
were transported to that school 
from the closed Thayerville 
school and enroute, were trans- 
ported to the Oakland elemen- 
tary school, along with Miss 

To be continued in the March, 
1997 issue. 
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Individual donations have been made to the 
New Museum Fund by the following 
persons or organizations: 


A.A.U.W. 

John & Delores Ashby 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack E. Beard 
Nellie Bishoff 

Frank Brockardt 

Clifford DeWitt 

Margaret W. Ellis 

Mrs. Jacqueline T. Evans 
Pauline Faucett 

Al Feldstein 

Bonnie Fitzwater 

Eugene & Barbara Flinn 
Wilham Franklin 

James A. Friend 

Ann & Linn Grant 

John & Jean Grant 

Ross C. Johnson 

Carl W. Kahl 

Marianna Keene 

Cynthia Sheckells Knight 


Jean B. Lohr 


League of Women Voters 
Orville & Nancy McRobie 
Mary Sheckells Mosner 
Howard Naylor 

Oakland Civic Club 

Ann Elizabeth Reesman 
Ivan Rowe 

Paul Shogren 

Richard Simpson 
Beverly F. Souply 
Matthew Stieringer 


H. Wayne Wilt 


Memorial Donations to the New Museum Fund by the 
following persons and organizations: 


R. Getty Browning is Robert C. Browning & family 

R. Getty Browning by Harriet Browning Davant 

Mr. & Mrs. George Washington Herring by Betty Jane McCahill 
Boris T. Gergoff by Elizabeth Gergoff : 
Bernard I. Gonder Sr. by Kathryn Gonder 

Phyllis Peddicord Keidel by Jane L. Sunderland 

Christian & Susan Wilburn Kimmel by Charles L. Byer 
George K. Littman by Virginia Lawton 

Anna Virginia Lohr by Youghiogheny Glades Chapter DAR 
Harry & Bertha McRobie by H.O. McRobie 

James H. Nordeck by Mrs. James H. Nordeck 

Alice Proudfoot by Beth Friend 

Kenneth E. Ridder by Judge & Mrs. Lewis R. Jones 

Mrs. Phillip Whittaker by Warren T. Whittaker 


James Zimmerman by Dorothy Cathell 


ee eee ois bee. eee. 


I would like to make a donation to the New Museum 
Fund of the Garrett County Historical Society in the 
amount of 


Name (s) 
Address 


If the donation is to be a memorial, please list the name 
or names of persons to be honored in the memorial. 
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Capt. William P. Franklin at Museum 


New Donation To The Museum 


“Surface To Air” 

The term “surface to air” 
usually refers to a missile shot 
from the ground to a target in 
the air. However, in this case 
the surface was the flight deck 
of the U.S.S Garrett County. 
And, instead of a single mis- 
sile, it was a helicopter loaded 
with missiles going into the air 
over Vietnam during the Viet- 
nam War. 

All of which ties into the 
donation of artifacts for dis- 
play in the Museum this past 
July by Navy Capt. William P. 
Franklin. He donated a man- 
nequin dressed in Navy flight 
clothing along with his aircraft 


flight logs to the Society. 

During the war years of 1969 
and 1970, Franklin, then a Lt. 
Commander, was Officer-In- 
Charge of Helicopter Light At- 
tack Squadron Detachment #6 
operating off the deck of the 
Garrett County. This detach- 
ment of helicopters was a part 
of the famous Seawolf Squad- 
ron. Its mission was to support 
Navy Seal teams, Riverline 
Patrol Boats (PBR’s), and other 
friendly forces. In this period, 
Franklin logged over 300 com- 
bat missions from the deck of 
the ship. 

In addition to the flight 
clothing and logs, Capt. 
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Ralph Weber court still exists. 
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“Game, Set, and Match” 


“Game, set, and match,” were 
the words which ended the final 
tennis game at the Mt. Lake Ten- 
nis Club on Sunday, August 4, 
1996. It also marked the end of 
the 75th annual Western Mary- 
land Championships, one of the 
oldest sanctioned tennis tourna- 
ments in the United States. 

This year’s competition drew 
over 100 players from various lo- 
cations all over the country. Dis- 
tant states of Hawau, Wisconsin 
and Florida were listed as “resi- 
dence” of players along with the 
near-by ones such as Maryland, 
Pennsylvania and West Virginia. 
Many ofthe players return to Mt. 
Lake Park year after year to play 
in the tournament. 

Preparing for a tournament 
such as this takes months of plan- 
ning. 

“In fact,” said this year’s Direc- 
tor, Ned Holloway, “the planning 
for the 1996 tournament began 
almost as soon as the 1995 one 
ended.” Halloway was helped by 
Kathie Smith, tournament secre- 
tary, Kathy Johnson, her assis- 
tant, and numerous volunteers. 
The group put forth maximum 
effort to make the 75th Anniver- 
sary tournament a success. 

“Even the Weather Man cooper- 
ated,” added Holloway who hasseen 
the progress of past tournaments 
delayed for days by rain storms. 

Memories 

Tennis games can invoke a lot 
of memories for people who live in 
this area. 

“IT would guess that there must 
have been over a dozen private 
tennis courts scattered around Mt. 
Lake Park, Loch Lynn, and Oak- 
land,” recalled a long time rest- 
dent of the area. “I can think of 
ten that were in Oakland. As I 
remember, the Weber family 


alone had three really good courts. 
...No wonder they were so inter- 
ested in the game. The one at the 
late Ralph Weber’s house is over- 
grown with grass, but it still ex- 
ists.” 

Research shows that in Oak- 
land the largest installation was 
a side by side pair of tennis courts 
built by the WPA in the 1930's. 
They were on the land now occu- 
pied by the Town Motel. The most 
fancy one was built at the Hamill 
house where the Cuppett-Weeks 
nursing home is now located. It 
was topped with a special clay 
brought in by railroad cars. 

“One ofthe most remote courts 
was built at Crook’s Crest,” con- 
tinued the long time resident. 
“You had to be a dedicated tennis 
player to go all the way up there to 
play.” 

“Of course there were tennis 
courts in the Deer Park area,” he 
said. “When the Williams family 
built ‘Glamorgan they installeda 
tennis court next to the house. 
There was even a bathroom on 
that side of the house for the ex- 
clusive use of tennis players.” 

Organized 

The present tournament is 75 
years old, having its inception in 
1920. However, this was not the 
beginning of tennis playingin Mt. 
Lake Park. 

“Actually,” said one of this 
year’s volunteers, “tennis playing 
in Mt. Lake goes back acentury or 
more. The present courts of the 
Club date back to the year 1908, 
but there were private courts scat- 
tered around through the Park 
before they were built.” 

The Women’s Civic Club of Mt. 
Lake Park was the organization 
which sponsored the building of 
the public tennis courts in 1908. 
There were small “matches” con- 
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ducted on the courts until 1915 
when the first major tournament 
was planned. 

A 1915 entry in the Civic Club’s 
minutes provides a bit of history 
about tournament playing on a 
larger scale. “... ... the Club de- 
cided to hold a tennis tournament 
and provide three cups as prizes 
with Miss Elinor Davis having 
charge of the affair.” 

That year the cups were 
awarded for Men’s Singles, Men’s 
Doubles, and Mixed Doubles. 
They were won by Dr. John Darby, 
John Hart and John Martain, and 
John Means and his daughter. 

World War I intervened and 
competitive tennis in Mt. Lake 
Park really didn’t reach its stride 
again until 1919. By that time, 
there was a movement among the 
various players to have a tourna- 
ment “sanctioned” by a national 
tennis organization. 

First Annual Tournament 

1920 was the year that the 
tennis tournament was sanc- 
tioned by the United States Lawn 
Tennis Association. Officially 
known as the Western Maryland 
Championships, the tournament 
was played from August 16th to 
21st of that year. With the excep- 
tion of the War Years of 1942 and 
1943, it has been held each year 
since then. 

In the beginning, the tennis 
events were Men’s Singles, Men’s 
Doubles, Women’s Singles, 
Women’s Doubles, and Mixed 
Doubles. These five categories of 
play remained until 1949, whena 
Senior Doubles event was inau- 
gurated, and 1964, when a Senior 
Singles was added. 1971 saw the 
start of additional categories to 
recognized an age factor among 
the players. Now, there are Men’s 
Singles for 35, 45, 55, 65 year old 
players. A similar set of catego- 


ries were added for Men’s Doubles 
in the older age group, plus the 
addition of Women’s Singles for 
35 years and older. 

The Tennis Dance 

Social events were a part ofthe 
Tournament from the beginning, 
and while it still existed, the Mt. 
Lake Park Hotel was the un-offi- 
cial headquarters for “Tennis 
Week,” which includeda dance on 
Saturday night. 

Many of the players stayed at 
the hotel during the tournament, 
and there were a number of im- 
promptu gatherings. Considering 
the high spirits of some guests, it 
was not unusual to hear that cer- 
tain well know “characters” 
among the group were often asked 
to leave by the hotel’s owner, Mrs. 
June Grimes. 

Beginning during the 1920's 
and continuing through the 
1930’s, the Tennis Dance on Sat- 
urday evening was the social event 
that concluded “Tennis Week.” 

Asthe years went by, the dance 
became a convenient excuse for 
some people to consume too much 
alcohol. There were some monu- 
mental “high jinks” pulled by in- 
ebriated visitors and local people 
during and after the Tennis 
Dance. Of course, “dawn’s ugly 
light” usually found a few of them 
still on their feet, in pain, but 
avowing that this was “the best 
Tennis Dance ever!” 

There is an apocryphal story 
about one of the more famous 
“revelers” who returned to Mt. 
Lake in his later years. Unknown 
to him at that time, the hotel was 
in the last stages of being torn 
down. The story says that he got 
there at night, and stood looking 
at the partly demolished building 
for a few minutes in the moon- 
light. Then is a voice filled with 


Continued on Page 145 


THE GLADES STAR 141 





Md. Secretary of Human Resources, Alvin Collins, was among 





October visitors to Hoye Crest. 


Visitors To Hoye Crest 


Since the publication of the 
June 23, 1996, Baltimore Sun 
article on Hoye Crest, there has 
been a renewed interest in 
“Maryland’s Highest Point.” One 
part of that interest is from 
“Highpointers;” hikers whose 
aim isclimb to the highest points 
in the U.S. states. Another part 
is from people who simply like to 
hike through the woods and ac- 
cept the challenge of going to 
Hoye Crest. 

Whatever the reason, people 
now want to goto the place named 
for Capt. Charles Hoye, one of 
the founders of the Garrett 
County Historical Society. 

Although the high point can 
be reached from several differ- 
ent directions, there are two 
popular routes to Hoye Crest; 
one is a hiking trail through 
Monongahela National Forest in 
West Virginia. For those who 
don’t want toclimb up this route, 


there isa road available through 
Vista Properties which goes to 
the top of Backbone Mountain. 
One point which readers of 
the Baltimore Sun article seem 
to overlook is that Vista Proper- 
ties does not own the land where 
Hoye Crest is located. The high 
point is on land owned by West- 
ern Pocahontas Properties, a 
Delaware limited partnership 
with headquarters in Houston, 
Texas. During the past six 
months, Vista Properties has 
been most gracious in allowing 
people to travel over their road 
to the top of the mountain, but it 
is private property and asking 
their permission is required. 
However, whatever the rea- 
son and whichever trail is cho- 
sen, if the leaves are “off’ a hiker 
is guaranteed a spectacular view 
of Maryland and West Virginia 
when he visits Hoye Crest. 
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Second Swanton School building. 
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History Of The Swanton Elementary 
Schools 


by Dr. Alvin P. Friend & Leona Sharpless Beckman 


Ed. Note: In many communities, 
an annual event during the sum- 
mer is the “high school reunion.” 
The popularity of these reunions 
is based on the shared memories 
of “teen years’ by grown men and 
women; it becomes a special mo- 
ment in time filled with much 
laughter and promises “to keep in 
touch.” 

By contrast, an elementary 
school reunion is a rare event, yet 
two such reunions have taken 
place in Swanton, Md., and there 
are plans for a third one. 

The following article by Alvin 
Friend and Leona Beckmanisthe 
product of two reunions in 
Swanton for any person who 
graduated from or ever attended 
elementary schoolthere. The first 
reunion took place on July 17, 
1994, and the second one on Au- 
gust 3, 1996; athird oneis planned 
for 1998. 

Swanton School History 

Beginning in the late 1800's 
there have been 3 consecutive el- 
ementary schools built in 
Swanton. The first two were 
wooden, one room schools in the 
center of town; the third was a 
two room brick structure on 1.3 
acres at the southern edge oftown. 

Schools in Swanton were the 
result of reeommendations made 
by W.A.Bryon in 1873. He was 
assigned to Garrett County Elec- 
tions Districts 1,4, and 16 for the 
purpose of conducting a feasibil- 
ity study to determine the best 
locations for school buildings, 
available teacher enlistment, 
school equipment, and physical 
facilities. This study was the first 
formal educational endeavor in 
District No.1 which included 


Swanton. 

The exact date for the con- 
struction of the first one room 
school in Swanton has been lost, 
but it was built beside the store 
once owned by Arthur H. Green. 
Not only was it a school, but it 
served as an Election Building 
until it was torn down in the 
1940's. 

1916 Details from First 
School 

Early records for names of 
teachers have disappeared, but 
in 1916 the teacher for that year 
was George W. Friend. His an- 
nual salary was $360. Later that 
year, the Board of Education au- 
thorized an additional teacher for 
the school. It was the result of a 
petition by residents of Swanton 
to renew the Teacher's Certifi- 
cate held by Mrs. Cora Lohr. Her 
salary for the school year 1917-18 
was also $360. 

Both Leona and I have heard 
many good reports regarding the 
excellence in teaching in the first 
school by Mrs. Lohr and another 
teacher, Mrs. J.R. Thomas. Inher 
latter years, Mrs. Lohr became 
the Postmistress at the Swanton 
Postoffice. 

As near as can be determined, 
George Friend taught in both the 


first school and the second one 


which was built about 1920; then 
his name disappears from the 
teacher's roster. Another name, 
Elsie Stump, appears in 1919. 
Family Names 
Many last names of people who 
stilllivein the area appear among 
the 47 students included in the 
following list compiled by George 
Friend on May 24, 1917. 
First Grade: Fred Sweitzer, 
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Gladys Sweitzer, Raymond 
Sweitzer, Atuhur Sweitzer, Rob- 
ert Ashenfelter, Kenneth Friend, 
Ted Friend, Walter Rhodes, 
George Smearman, Gorman 
Mosser. Second Grade: Harrison 
Mosser, Thomas Rhodes, Joe 
Rhodes, James Rhodes, William 
Sweet, Glenn Tasker, Charles 
Sweet, Bulah Smearman, Robert 
Sweet, Grace Sweitzer, Elva 
Sweitzer, Bruce Friend. Third 
Grade: Ella Sweitzer, Herbert 
Sweitzer, Lena Sweitzer, Harry 
Sweitzer, MableSmearman, Doris 
Bray, Myrtle Tasker, Elva Friend, 
Grace Ashenfelter. Fourth Grade: 
Effie Friend, Frank Friend, 
Lenuel Friend, Victor Sweet, 
Everett Bray. Fifth Grade: Rob- 
ert Bray, Wilmer Friend, Werley 
McIntosh, Sarah Rhodes, Floda 
Sweitzer, Winifred Sweitzer, Ruth 
Sweitzer, Sixth Grade: Olive 
Friend, Grant Friend, George 
Sweitzer, Leonard Sweitzer. Sev- 
enth Grade. W.H. Lohr, Jr. Bessie 
Rhodes. 
Second School Details 

The second one-room school in 
Swanton was constructed on the 
property now occupied by the 
Swanton United Methodist 
Church. Plans for this school were 
drawn up and presented in 1919. 
It is from the details of this plan, 
that the necessities of a one-room 
school are available to us who live 
in the last decade of the 20th 
Century. 

Included were 33 desks, 1 wall 
map, 2 pot-bellied stoves, several 
large black boards and two out- 
houses - one for boys and one for 
girls. The new one-room school, 
like the previous one, would ac- 
commodate grades 1 through 7. 

Third Elementary School 

The third elementary school 
in Swanton was probably built 
between 1926-29. It was con- 
structed of brick and concrete on 


1.38 acres donated by Mr. and 
Mrs. Truman Mosser. It was the 
pride of the Swanton community, 
and many of us who graduated 
from the seventh grade of this 
school and went on to Oakland 
High School, and further to col- 
leges and universities. 

Today, this building has be- 
come the Swanton Community 
Center where many activities take 
place and delicious meals are 
served. 

During the existence of the 
third school, the following people 
were known to have taught there: 
Mary Miller, Rosalie Click, 
Leonard Llewellyn, Clyde Hume, 
Odessa Bishoff, Mrs. George 
Comp, Mr. and Mrs. Foster Riggs, 
Leona Hardesty, Florence 
Cosgrove, Lebern Myers, Ralph 
Buckel, Lester Bolyard, Dewey 
Canfield, Margaret Manley, Ruby 
Dahlgreen, Virginia Lamb, Vir- 
ginia Evans, Mrs. Finley and Mr. 
Arthur. 

During the final days of the 
third elementary school, Louise 
Beckman and Luella Baker served 
as substitute teachers. 

End Of Swanton 
Elementary School 

In 1946, the State of Maryland 
adopted whatis known as the 6-3- 
3 Plan, whereby six grades (1-6) 
were included in elementary 
school, three grades (7-9) were 
included in junior high school, 
and three grades (10 - 12) were 
included in senior high school. 
This plan produced the consoli- 
dated schools to which children 
were transported by bus in 1952- 
1953. Swanton Elementary 
School was closed, like most ofthe 
small country schools, allegedly 
for financial reasons, and to pro- 
vide a more comprehensive edu- 
cational agenda. 

As an item of information, it 
was found from research, that the 


THE GLADES STAR 145 


first school bus route in Garrett 
County was between Crellin and 
Oakland to transport children to 
Oakland High School in 1924-25. 
Heritage - Memories 

The first Swanton Elemen- 
tary School Reunion was held 
on July 17, 1994 for all students 
who had graduated from any of 
the three Swanton Elementary 
Schools, or anyone who ever at- 
tend there. Elementary school 
reunions are quite rare, but due 
to the large attendance, and the 
good time that was enjoyed, a 
second Swanton Elementary 
School Reunion was held on Au- 
gust 3, 1996. Once more the 
reunion was a great success, so 
a third one has been planned for 
the summer of 1998. 

The reunions were not only 
about the influences of our child- 
hood school days, but it was also 
about our home community, the 
hub of our lives; our community 
activities; where and how we lived; 
our homes, parents, neighbors, 
friends, church, the post office, 
farms, tress, lumber yards, the 
railroad station and sounds of 
steam engines and whistles. 

All of these things were a part 
of our heritage along with pre- 
cious memories of godly parents 
who shared their faith in God and 
instilled in us honesty, integrity, 
along with moral and spiritual 
values that brought us through 
good and bad times. They were 
“diamonds and jewels” which 
helped to shape our lives into what 
they are today. 

At the reunions, we had an 
opportunity to revisit precious 
memories through slides and pic- 
tures which have been transferred 
to video tapes for posterity. To- 
gether with sharing food, fun and 
fellowship, it was a part of our 
heritage and history. 
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awe he exclaimed, “Wow!! Whata 
Tennis Dance they must have had 
this year!” 

The Corn Roast 

A new generation of tennis 
players and guests changed the 
focus of social events following 
World War II; it became more 
family oriented. 

The annual Corn Roast, begun 
in 1954 and hosted by Nelson 
Tomassion and his late wife, Suzie, 
became the social highlight of the 
tournament week. Other evenings, 
there were small parties held at 
many different homes in the Park. 
However, the Corn Roast was a 
time when everyone, players and 
spectators alike, could gather and 
exchange stories about past tennis 
tournaments. 

After 34 years, it moved to a 
different location than the 
Tomassion’s yard. As Nelson said 
about being host for all that time, 
“ looking back over 34 years of 
corn roasts is to look back over 
34,000 memories.” 

Next Year - Number 76 

Already plans are being made 
for the 76th Annual Western Mary- 
land Championships. Next year, 
players will come from all over the 
country to participate in the tour- 
nament. Once more spectators will 
watch as favoriteswin or loose titles 
in the various categories. 

-And... once more ... there will 
be the words, “Game, set, and 
match” as the final play of the 
tournament is concluded and it 
becomes a part of the history of 
the Mt. Lake Park Tefinis Club. 

(Much of the reference mate- 
rial for this article was drawn 
from the historical booklet, “It’s 
Tennis We Came To Play For 75 
Years.” Edited by Katharine 
Smith, it is for sale by the Mt. 
Lake Park Tennis Club at $10.00.) 
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Remodeled church building in 1962. 
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Centennial 


Church Centennial Celebra- 
tion from information compiled 
by Donna Callis and Kevin Callis. 

Adopting the theme of “To 
God Be The Glory,” the congre- 
gation of Faith Evangelical Free 
Church started its 100th Anni- 
versary celebration on Wednes- 
day evening, September 11th. 
Thus began a series of activities, 
concluding with a special wor- 
ship service on Sunday morning, 
September 15th. Dating back to 
1896 and, formerly known as the 
Loch Lynn United Brethren 
Church, the group has been wor- 
shiping in a new building at Mt. 
Lake Park since 1991. 

History 

As a separate denomination, 
the United Brethren in Christ 
dates back to 1789, when Will- 
iam Otterbein and six others or- 
ganized the new church. It was 
formed to serve the large num- 
ber of Protestant, German speak- 
ing Christians in Maryland and 
Pennsylvania, and, in the early 
years, all services were conducted 
in German. A century anda half 
later, in 1946, the United Breth- 
ren Churchin Christ merged with 
the Evangelical Church, and the 
local church’s name was changed 
to the Loch Lynn Evangelical 
United Brethren Church. 

The first services of the Loch 
Lynn congregation were con- 
ducted by the Rev. D.R. Wagner 
in 1896 at the Loch Lynn Heights’ 
Odd Fellows Hall. Three years 
later, during October and No- 
vember of 1899, the first church 
was built on a lot donated by Mr. 
C.M.Rathbun. Mr. Amos 
Bittinger supervised the con- 
struction of the new building. 


A Ladies Aid Hall was built in 
1930. It served as a center for 
fund raising activities, Sunday 
School classes, youth meetings, 
and social gatherings. 

In 1949, major renovations 
were made in the church build- 
ing. Inside, the sanctuary was 
relocated to accommodate the ad- 
dition of new Sunday School 
classrooms, infant nursery, foyer 
and bell tower. Stained glass 
windows were donated by fami- 
hes and organizations to replace 
the original frosted glass ones. 
In the early 1960's, further reno- 
vations were made when the 
basement was enlarged for addi- 
tional classrooms. 

Denomination Changes 

In 1967, the Evangelical 
United Brethren and Methodist 
Churches merged. The Loch 
Lynn church, not wishing to be 
absorbed into this very large or- 
ganization, decided by majority 
vote to withdraw and become an 
independent congregation. 

During the following years, 
the group studied the doctrine 
and policies of various denomi- 
nations. Finally, in 1985, it voted 
to affiliate itself with the Evan- 
gelical Free Church. This de- 
nomination was begun in the 
United States by Scandinavian 
immigrants who were disen- 
chanted with the state control of 
the church in their native coun- 
try. So, the church fathers set up 
a church government based on 
democratic principles with all 
major decisions made by vote of 
the congregation. 

New Building - New Name 

Church growth emphasized 
the need for larger facilities than 
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those which existed at the Loch 
Lynn site. After a study of sev- 
eral possible locations, the former 
Mt. Lake Park Hotel property 
was purchased in 1989 for the 
construction of a new building. 
Ground was broken on April 29, 
1990 and a large number of vol- 
unteer laborers as well as pro- 
fessional tradesmen worked un- 
der the direction of Troy Gnegy 
to build a new church. As part of 
the work, stained glass memo- 
rial windows from the old build- 
ing were restored and installed 
in the sanctuary of the new brick 
building. The first service in the 
new church was held on March 
17, 1991. 

Since the new home of the 
congregation was no longer in 
Loch Lynn Heights, the mem- 
bers voted to change the name of 
the church to Faith Evangelical 
Free Church. 

The old building in Loch Lynn 
is now used as a youth center, 
and the Ladies Aid Hall is occu- 
pied by the Mt. Top Crisis Preg- 
nancy Center. 

Centennial Celebration 

With a hundred years of his- 
tory behind it, the Faith Evan- 
gelical Free Church congrega- 
tion had many things to remem- 
ber during its September celebra- 
tion. 

On Wednesday evening, Sep- 
tember 11th, the congregation 
met for Reminisce Night. “Pio- 
neer Club” children entertained 
with music and various groups 
made presentations for the time 
capsule. Delbert Bittinger, mem- 
ber of the congregation since the 
1920's, was host for the evening 
of testimonies, storytelling and 
remembering. 

An Historical Display was as- 


sembled in the church, and it 
included photographs and memo- 
rabilia from 1902 to the present. 

Saturday’s activities began 
with old fashioned games and 
contests such as marbles, sack 
races, horseshoes, husband call- 
ing, ple eating and apple peel- 
ing. Acovered dish picnic supper 
preceded the Old Fashioned 
Hymn Sing. The evening was 
completed with the reading of 
correspondence from former pas- 
tors, and guest speakers from 
years past. 

On Sunday a Continental 
Breakfast was served before the 
Worship Service. Special guests 
that day included the Rev. and 
Mrs. Bryan Blair; he served as 
pastor from 1956 to 1962. 

Pastors 

Beginning with Rev. D.R. 
Wagner, who organized the con- 
geregation in 1896, the following 
people have served the congre- 
gation as Pastors: 1898-1901, 
Rev. F.M. Glenn; 1901-1903, Rev. 
C.A. Fisher; 1903-1906, Rev. 
W.R. Cunningham; 1906-1908, 
Rev. J.P. Prichard; 1908-1911, 
Rev. Oliver Stoneking; 1911- 
1915; Rev. S.E. Bauman; 1915- 
1917, Rev. H.D. Barnhouse; 1917 
-1919, Rev. G.S. Hanleiter; 1919- 
1921, Rev. J.E. Johnson; 1921- 
1923, Rev. Roy Davis; 1923-1929, 
Rev. F.L. Fultz; 1929-1935, Rev. 
S.A. Jessie; 1935-1941, Rev. and 
Mrs. E.A. Crites; 1941-1945, J.C. 
Foster; 1945-1952, Rev. George 
Simpson; 1952-1956, Rev. Blair 
Burr; 1956-1962, Rev. Bryan 
Blair; 1962-1980, Rev. Oscar 
Hull; 1981-1984, Rev. James 
Brennan; 1984-1991, Pastor 
Russell Hamilton; 1992-Present, 
Pastor Robert Bonser. 
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Congregational photograph, Sept. 6, 1996 
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Martha Kahl and Cliff DeWitt pose for Drane House photograph. 


Drane House Report 


One historical project which 
held the attention of Society 
members for several years was 
the Drane House restoration 
work. Those who lived in Garrett 
County or visited the Accident 
area from time to time saw the 
various stages of renovation work 
on the 200-year-old structure. 
Progress probably seemed the 
slowest when the roof was cov- 
ered with sheets of blue plastic 
held down with old automobile 
tires. 

Finally came the afternoon of 
Sept. 24, 1994, when over a hun- 
dred people, Drane descendants 
and friends, looked on as the 
symbolic ribbon at the front door 
was cut, and the building was 
formally dedicated as a part of 
the Drane family history. The 
ribbon cutting also marked the 
culmination of six years of effort 
by the Accident Cultural and His- 
torical Society. 


However, there still remained 
work to be done on the old log 
cabin. Even though it had a new 
roof and doors and windows to 
keep out the bad weather, there 
were still things to be done be- 
fore the Accident group could say, 
“The renovation is complete!” 
One outstanding item was re- 
building of the fireplace and 
chimney on the west end of the 
building. 

This past July, the Board of 
Directors of the Historical Soci- 
ety held their regular meeting in 
the Drane House, and we wish to 
report that the fireplace and 
chimney are done. Also, some 
pieces of antique furniture are 
now in the building. To show 
how it looked, we moved the spin- 
ning wheel to the fireplace and 
posed a picture there with Pres. 
Chff DeWitt and Corres. Sec. 
Martha Kahl beside it. 
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Franklin also donated a plaque 
from the SeawolfSquadron. For 
over 7 years during the Viet- 
nam War various detachments 
of that squadron operated from 
the deck ofthe Garrett County. 
It became one of the most deco- 
rated squadrons in the Navy. 
Background 

Built during W.W.II, the 
U.S.S. Garrett County LST 
786 was designated “Landing 
Ship Tank,” meaning that it 
had a very shallow draft and 
could nose up to a beach to 
unload tanks into a combat 
situation if necessary. This 
type of rugged ship was ideal 
for operating on rivers of Viet- 
nam, and the 22-years-old 
Garrett County went back 
into combat with something 
new: a flight deck for helicop- 
ters. Ino 1972, the: ship was 
retired from active service 
and sold to the Republic of 
the Philippines. 

The present display of 
Uis 58 Garrett County arti- 
facts in the Museum is the 
result of untiring efforts by 
Mrs. Beth Friend, curator of 
the Museum. Although the 
display area is becoming 
crowded with other war 
memorabilia, space was found 
fOretnereadaitioumolne apt. 
Franklin’s donations. 

Capt. William Franklin re- 
tired from the Navy in 1991 
after 36 years of active duty 
and recently purchased a 
home in Oakland. 


BOOKS 


A new addition to the ge- 
nealogical library of the Mu- 
seum has been a book on the 
McRobie/McCrobie family. 
Donated to us by the author, 
Raymond McRobie, it is the 
product of many years of re- 
search. He has also presented 
copies of the book to the Li- 
brary of Congress and the Oak- 
land branch of the Ruth Enlow 
Library. 

At the price of $32.00 per book, 
it is now available for purchase 
from Raymond McRobie, 10601 
Oak Place, Fairfax, Va. 22030. 

Janice Cale Sisler of 
Bruceton Mills, W. Va., has 
compiled a 250 page cemetery 
book. It contains 9,600 names 
from 17 cemeteries in Preston 
County. Called In Remem- 
brance, itis available for $22.00 
plus $2.50 shipping costs 
(W.Va. residents add $1.32 
sales tax). Write toJanice Cale 
Sisler, P.O. Box 113, Bruceton 
Mills, W.Va. 26525-0113. 

Although his Oakland shop 
is closed, Ivan Rowe is still 
selling books from his Deer 
Park location. To find what is 
available call him at 301-334- 
4334. 

Mountain Heritage Books 
has a catalog of new and out of 
print books; many refer to West 
Virginia and surrounding 
states. The cost of the catalog 
is $2.00, but it contains a $2.00 
coupon good on first order. 
Send $2.00 to: Mountain Her1- 
tage Books, 319-A Washington 
SineetssoueuwLlary Ss, ow +V.a- 
26170. 
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Kenneth E. 
Ridder 


Kenneth E. Ridder, 70, Oak- 
land, died Friday, Oct. 18, 1996 
at Ruby Memorial Hospital, 
Morgantown, W. Va. 


Born Feb. 21, 1926 at Aldie, 
Va., he wasasonofthe late Baity 
EK. Ridder and Florence S. Ridder. 
Surviving are his wife, Alice, two 
daughters, three brothers, and 
one grandson. 


At his request, his body was 
donated to science. He was a 
member of St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Red House, and a me- 
morial service was held there on 
Monday, Oct. 21st, with full mili- 
tary honors by members of the 
various veterans organization of 
the area. 


Kenneth Ridder was an avid 
historian and very active in the 
Garrett County Historical Soci- 
ety until his health began to fail 
about 10 years ago. Using his 
drafting skills, he drew the origi- 
nal “Indian Trails Map” which 
was produced by the Society in 
the 1980's. 


His family has requested that 
memorials take the form of con- 
tributions to the Rotary Founda- 
tion c/o the Oakland Rotary Club 
or toSt. John’s Lutheran Church, 
Red House. 


Jessie 
McCullough 


Jessie (Guard) McCullough, 
78, Friendsville, died Wednes- 
day, September 18, 1996 at Me- 
morial Hospital, Cumberland. 


Born January 6, 1918, at 
Friendsville, she was a daughter 
of the late Dorsey and Laura 
(Fox) Guard. She was also pre- 
ceded in death by her husband, 
Dr. Raymond O. McCullough Jr., 
on April 14, 1994. 


Surviving are one daughter, 
Laura McCullough, two broth- 
ers, two sisters, and two grand- 
daughters. 


Funeral services were con- 
ducted on Saturday, Sept. 21st 
at the Friendsville United Meth- 
odist Church, with the Rev. Rick 
Miller and the Rev. Robert 
Milliren officiating. Internment 
was 1n the Blooming Rose Cem- 
etery. 

Jessie was an untiring worker 
both in local, county, and state 
affairs. She was president of the 
Council of the Alleghenies, and, 
at the time of her death, a mem- 
ber of the Board of Directors of 
the Garrett County Historical So- 
ciety. 

Her family has requested that 
expressions of sympathy be di- 
rected to a charity of the donor’s 
choice. 
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New Museum Building in Oakland. 
(see story on page 157) 
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Museum Fund 
Raising Dinner 


Expecting to repeat the suc- 
cessful September 1996 dinner, 
the Historical Society has 
planned to hold another fund 
raising dinner on April 17, 1997. 
It will be held at the Pleasant 
Valley Community Building on 
the Joni Miller Road, beginning 
at 6:30 p.m. Price for the evening 
meal will be $10.00 per person. 

Reservation forms are on the 
center page of this issue of The 
Glades Star. 

Last September, some people 
had to be turned away at the 
door because they hadn’t madea 
reservation. There must be an 
accurate count of dinner guests 
in preparing for this meal, and 
persons are urged to send in 
their reservation forms early so 
that they reach Mrs. Cathell no 
later than April 9. 

On the program for the April 
banquet will be some slides of 
Leo Beachy’s photographs to be 
shown by Maxine Broadwater. 
Maxine and Matthew Novak 
have compiled a 48 page booklet 
from her late uncle’s photo- 
graphs and writings called “My 
Camera Lens Does Not Lie.” 

Leo Beachy (1874-1927) grew 
up in the Grantsville area where 
he spent much of his adult life as 
a teacher and photographer. Al- 
though thousands of his glass 
plate negatives were accidently 
destroyed after his death, 2500 
of them were saved and given to 
his niece, Maxine Broadwater. 

The photographic slide pro- 
gram will give the audience at 
the fund-raising dinner a unique 
view of Garrett County life in 
the late 1800s and early 1900s. 





Error 

In the December 1996 issue 
of the magazine there was a 
story about the Mt. Lake Tennis 
Club called “Game, Set, and 
Match.” On page 145, there was 
a description of the annual Corn 
Roast and the original host’s last 
name for this event was mis- 
spelled. It should have been 
“Thomasson.” 

We regret the error. 


1800 Census 


Due tothe number ofrequests 
for copies of the 1800 Census of 
the area now included in Garrett 
County, acopy of page 150 of The 
Glades Star is included in the 
presentissue. Sandy Creek Hun- 
dredis roughly the northern part 
of the county; Glades Hundred, 
the southern part. 
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June 26, 1997, Is 
Announced Date 
For Annual 
Banquet 


Plans have now been com- 
pleted for the Annual Historical 
Society dinner in June of this 
year. It will be held on Thursday 
evening, June 26, at Bittinger 
Community Building, Bittinger, 
Maryland. As presently planned 
the menu will feature a dinner 
for the price of $10.00 per per- 
son. Starting time for the ban- 
quet will be 6:30 P.M. 

Guest speaker for the evening 
will be Mrs. Betty Van Newkirk 
of Frostburg, Md. Her talk will 
center on the National Road. 

During the evening of the 
banquet, there will be the cus- 
tomary business session. It will 
include items concerning the So- 
ciety, election of new members 
to the board of directors and 
plans for the Society during the 
coming year. 

In the center of this copy of 
The Glades Star there is a form 
for the Annual Dinner Reserva- 
tions. We ask you to note the 
information on the form, and 
make your reservation early. 


Sharon King On 
Board Of 


Directors 


At the November 17, 1996, 
meeting of the Board of Direc- 
tors, Sharon King of Deer Park 
was appointed to fill the unex- 


pired term of the late Jessie 
McCullough. 
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New Museum Building on 2nd Street, Oakland. 


New Museum Building 


On Monday, December 23, 
1996, the Garrett County His- 
torical Society acquired the Pro- 
fessional Building on Second 
Street in downtown Oaklandasa 
future museum and headquar- 
ters for the Society. The building 
was purchased from Dr. C.W. 
Fedde, Oakland physician, for 
$150,000.00. At the time of “clos- 
ing” the Society made a $10,000 
down payment and paid other 
fees of $3,747,89. The other fees 
include mortgage preparation, 
restoration of the deed fee, and 
state and county recordation 
taxes, and a tax refund to Dr. 
Fedde. 

The terms of the mortgage 
include 8% interest and 29 semi- 
annual payments of $4,666.00; 
first six months of the mortgage 
are interest free. 

The purchase of the Profes- 
sional Building by the Society is 
the culmination of at least a year 


anc a half of “on-again, off-again” 
negotiations by the Board of Di- 
rectors; they weighed other op- 
tions for a new museum site and 
possible grant money that could 
be obtained for a new location. 

Professional Building’s 

History 

Known for years as the 
Garrett National Bank build- 
ing, the structure was purchased 
by Dr. James Feaster in 1967 
when the Bank moved to its new 
location on the corner of Second 
and Green streets in Oakland. 
Dr. Feaster converted the build- 
ing into a series of offices on the 
first floor. [Offices already ex- 
isted on the second floor.] Then 
in 1988, Dr. Feaster sold the 
building to Dr. Fedde. 

Old photographs of Oakland 
show the original building, which 
was constructed as the Garrett 
County Bank. Chartered in 1887, 
the Bank opened for business on 
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November 14, 1888. Fifteen 
years later, in 1903, it was re- 
chartered as the Garrett Na- 
tional Bank. At the time of re- 
chartering, plans were made to 
increase the size of the existing 
building; the result was the 
present large building with its 
distinctive buff-colored sand- 
stone front. 

The Center Street Museum 

When the Historical Society 
was formed in 1941, one of its 
main functions was to collect and 
preserve material pertaining to 
the history of the County and the 
area near it. Gradually, in the 
process of collecting history, the 
Society became the recepient of 
many historical artifacts as well 
as historical information. The 
County Commissioners made 
space available in the Court 
House to store the artifacts; how- 
ever, by the 1960s the collection 
had grown very large and the 
Society decided to build a mu- 
seum to display the artifacts. 

A committee was formed in 
1962 to seek a piece of ground 
upon which a museum could be 
built. The members of the com- 
mittee spent the next two years 
inspecting and weighing vari- 
ous options that were presented. 
They finally decided thatit would 
be more feasible to buy a build- 
ing than to build one. 

Toward this end, the commit- 
tee recommended that the Soci- 
ety purchase St. Matthews Epis- 
copal Church’s Parish House on 
Center Street in Oakland. Ata 
meeting on June 8, 1964, a deci- 
sion was made to purchase this 
building fora museum at $15,000. 

Help to finance the museum 
project came from different 
sources; the main one being the 
Oakland - Mtn. Lake Lions Club 


which sponsored a drive to raise 


funds for the museum. In addi- 
tion to the purchase price of $15, 
000, and estimated $5,000 was 
needed for repairs and alter- 
ations to the building. Contribu- 
tions of money and equipment 
came from many individuals and 
organizations. 

Finally, on Sunday, Novem- 
ber 9, 1969, the building was 
officially opened as a museum 
for the Garrett County Histori- 
cal Society. 

Future Plans 

Back in the 1960s the Parish 
House had to undergo some 
changes to become a museum; 
the same is true for the Profes- 
sional Building today. Primary 
use of the building by the Soci- 
ety will be for a museum on the 
first floor. In addition to the 
museum, there will be space for 
the genealogical library, the 
Society's computer, and storage 
of files of The Glades Star. 

The various offices in the 
Building will continue to be 
leased to the present and future 
tenants. Their rentalincome will 
be applied to maintenance costs 
and debt reduction. 

Plans have been made to move 
the contents of the Center Street 
Museum to the Professional 
Building in time for the June - 
Summer opening ofthe museum. 
The hours of opening will be 
much the same as in the past; 
weekdays 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Since the new building is 
heated during the winter 
months, there are also plans to 
keep the genealogical library 
open for specific hours during 
the Winter after the Fall closing 
of the museum. More specific 
information about the genealogi- 
cal library opening times will be 
included in the June issue of The 
Glades Star. 
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Books and Artifacts Donated 
To The Museum - 1996 


Books 


Warnick Families, 2nd Edition, by Walter L. Warnick 

2nd Supplement on James Locke Harvey, by James P. Harvey 

“Strong” John Beachy & Decendants, from Betty K. Beachy 

Grant Family & Related Families, by Robert Jachowski 

Naylor Family & Related Families, by Robert Jachowski 

The Jeremiah Casteel Family, from Dorothy J. Cover 

The George W. Cover Family, from Dorothy J. Cover 

Brobst Family & Coddington Family, from Donna Tasker 

Serfertshausen to Somerset, Werner & Sass Families 1745-1995 from 
Anna Catharine Flick thru Paul E. Werner 

The Aurora United Methodist Church, Centennial Celebration, 
from The Republican 

Mt. Lake Park Tennis Club Celebration Book, from David DeGrafft 

The 1880 Census, from Betty B. Teats 

The 1910 Census, from Betty B. Teats 

Sharpless Family Books, from Amy Mildred Sharpless 

Tasker Family, from Eric Lavins 

The McCrobite/McRobie/McCroby Family, by Wilma Sanders 

Hart & Wilson Families, by Sara Burrel Miller 

Burrell, Billingsley & Bowers Families, by Sara Burrell Miller 

Sang Run School, year book, from Mrs. Joan C. (Enlow) Ray 

History of 311th Mach. Gun. Bn. 79th Div. A.E.F., from David 
Kutchman 

Artifacts 


Misc. Historical Artifacts, from Charles Burrell 

CCC Camp picture, from Hazel Lohr Sheckells 

CCC Camp 8-53 Co. 324 Flintstone, Md., from Stephanie Lang 

File Cabinet, from Board of Election Supervisors 

Artifacts from the Commerical Hotel, by Paul House & Brothers 

Commemorative Mug, from O.V.F.D. (1894-1994) 

Photo of Grand Lodge of Md. I.0.0.F., from Sylvia Pritt 

Shallmar pictures, from Deloris Ellis 

Navy artifacts, plaques, uniform, etc., from Capt. William Franklin 

World War I uniform, complete, belonging to Earl Alexander, donated 
by Richard Alexander 

Handmade quilt, from Arlene Georg 

Draw Shingle Knife belonging to Meshack Browning, from Elsie Cross 

Trophies of Sandy Douglass, Flying Scot Silver Bowls, 1960/1961/1977 
gift of Caroline & Dan Hutson 

K. of P. Parade Photo and a Souvenir Program, from Mr. & Mrs. John 
Collins 
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Memorial Donations to the New Museum 
Fund by the following persons and 
organizations since Novu.1, 1996 


Edith Beard, Dorsey Beard by Mona F. Beard 
Mildred L. Bender by Don 8S. Bender 


Kepton Bright & Irma Hart Burrell by Dr. Carol Raymond and 
Sara Burrell Miller 


Kepton & Irma Burrell, Albert & Lloyd Moon by Andrew and 
Anna Burrell 


Darius M. Dixon (1910-1989) and D. M. Dixon (1859-1921) by 
Dale Melinda Dixon 


Lorraine Bittinger Dixon, Christopher Douglas Bittinger by 
Delbert R. & I. Grace Bittinger 


Mr. & Mrs. John Glotfelty, Ursula, Mabel, Lester & Gerald 
Glotfelty by Hazel Glotfelty 


Mr. & Mrs. George Hanft by Elmer H. Hanft 

David B. Hardesty by Kenneth L. Hardesty 

Sara E. Henry by Judge & Mrs. Lewis R. Jones 

Alvin R. Ingram & Barbara J. Ingram by Bill & Phyllis Teets 
Jefferson J. Lohr by Jaunita M. Lohr 

Bob & Elizabeth Martin by Martha Esman 


Mary Elizabeth Martin by Joan Martin Browning & John 
Browning 


Jessie McCullough by Pauline Faucett and Dorothy Spear 
Evalyn Fraley Schildwachter by Jane F. Robinson 


Boyd Edward Shaffer, Raymond Kisner, by Emma J. Kisner 
Shaffer 


Mr. & Mrs. Fulcher Smith by Ann & Kelly Smith 

H.D. “Hub” Swartzentruber by Jerry & Dolores Moyer 

H.D. “Hub” Swartzentruber by Delbert Swartzentruber 

Bette Sue Thomasson by Nelson Thomasson III 

Lester Cline Yutzy, Della Crane Yutzy by Carolynn Yutzy Rice 
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“Best Of Glades Star” 


Most of the members are fa- 
miliar with the publication of the 
best stories by Reader’s Digest 
into book form. The Historical 
Society has been publishing The 
Glades Star for over 50 years, 
and it occurs to your Editor that 
there are articles in the maga- 
zine that are unusual and should 
not be lost in the dust of old 
copies, but re-printed in a Best of 
Glades Star book. 

Many of the articles in the 
“Star” deal with little known facts 
about the history of Garrett 
County. However, history of the 
other counties which surround 
Garrett have an influence on this 
county’s history. Thus, the “best” 
articles need not be confined to 
local history, but can include his- 
tory of neighboring counties. 

For example, one of the un- 
usual people to live in Fayette 
County was Tom Fossit; he 


claimed to have been the one who 
shot Gen. Braddock at Turtle 
Creek. June, 1995 issue carried a 
story on Tom and even had a 
picture of his grave stone. 

Or, perhaps the story of the 
great controversy over Garrett 
County’s Standard vs. Daylight 
Time might bea good “best” story. 

George Washington stories 
have been the subject of many 
articles in the Star over the past 
50 years. Perhaps one of them 
should be reprinted as a “best” 
story for the book. 

To bring this speculation to a 
sharper focus, we ask the members 
of the Society to write and tell us 
what article or articles they liked 
the best over the years. If you can't 
remember the title or year of pub- 
lication, tell us the nature of the 
article and we'll see if we can find it. 
And ... it might be included in the 
Best of The Glades Star. 


Letters From Members 


Once in a while there appears 
an article in The Glades Star 
which generates letters from 
Members of the Garrett County 
Historical Society. 

In the past, there have been 
letters about references to “The 
Noise of Thunder,” which has to 
do with hearing the cannon fire 
at the Battle of Gettysburg. Due 
to a freak of weather conditions, 
the noise created by the cannons 
in the battle was heard in parts of 
south western Pennsylvania and 
sections of Maryland, including 
Garrett County. 

A recent article which brought 
response was the one about the 
1800 Census of the area which 
became Garrett County, and was 
printed in the December, 1996 
issue of the Star. It was a reprint 


of an article written for the Sep- 
tember, 1945 issue. Due to lim- 
ited space, there was not room to 
include all of the names listed in 
the 1800 Census in the 1996 1s- 
sue. However, at the end of the 
article, an offer was made to send 
a Xerox copy of the names to 
anyone who wanted it. 

To date, the staff of the Star 
has received and mailed out over 
a dozen Xerox copies of the list of 
names in the 1800 Census. 

What is impressive about all of 
the letters received by The Glades 
Star staff is that they come from 
members living all over the United 
States. It brings to focus the fact 
that Garrett County families have 
been scattered “far and wide,” but 
are still interested in the County 
and its history. 
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“Russel McRobie and Barnum Siding ’call box’." 





| "Sign marks site of ‘vanished town’ Warnick." 
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Vanished Towns Along The Potomac 


Barnum, Windom: and 
Warnick were once bustling com- 
munities along the North Branch 
of the Potomac River. Now, only 
a couple of houses are still to be 
seen to identify Barnum ... re- 
mains of the other towns are 
gone. Their disappearance is 
typical of a dozen “coal towns” 
that once existed beside the 
Western Maryland Railroad 
tracks but have vanished. 

Vanished? Perhaps. But not 
without a trace ... andit was the 
traces of Barnum, Windom, and 
Warnicks which were seen by a 
small group from the Historical 
Society on October 30, 1996. It 
was part of a tour of the area 
“down river” from the dam that 
impounds the Potomac River to 
form the Jennings Randolph 
Lake. 

Building this dam forced the 
relocation of 12 miles of the rail- 
road away from the West Vir- 
ginia side of the river over to the 
Maryland side. Part of the aban- 
doned land and railroad road- 
bed has been taken over by the 
State of West Virginia for recre- 
ational purposes. The result is 
an excellent, unpaved road run- 
ning eastward from Barnum 
through the valley, and parallel 
to the river. 

Railroad Memorabilia 

Russell McRobie, who guided 
the tour, once lived in the area. 
He and Gerald Tichnell along 
with Milton Hart are part of a 
group of dedicated men who have 
worked to preserve memories of 
the physical presence of towns 
that existed along this stretch of 
the Potomac. “Life-line” of the 
area was the railroad; it first 
pushed its way into the river 
valley in 1883. Almost a century 
later, the steel rails were sal- 


vaged by the abandonment of 
the rail line, but not the cross 
ties. Thousands of them still line 
the edge of the roadway built 
from the old railroad track bal- 
last. 

However, crossties were not 
the only thing left behind when 
the railroad was abandoned. 

One of the first stops on the 
October tour was at a metal “call 
box.” Complete with old tele- 
phone, the “call box” is still 
mounted on a metal pole near 
the location of the Barnum rail 
siding. Looking at the installa- 
tion, 1t was easy to imagine train 
conductors or track gang fore- 
man calling the nearest railroad 
tower for permission to enter or 
leave the Barnum siding. 

The “call box” was just the 
beginning; further down the old 
rail line are many other items of 
memorabilia. There are mileage 
markers and speed signs for the 
locomotive engineers. To the left 
and right are long raised 
mounds, marking the location of 
former rail sidings which served 
the various coal mile tipples. 
Here and there, almost obscured 
from view by the underbrush, 
are concrete piers which were 
part of the tipple operations. 

Stories 

In addition to these unique 
pieces of memorabilia, were the 
memories recalled by Russell 
McRobie and the others about 
life in the towns along this part 
of the Potomac River. Hidden 
among the trees in the dense 
underbrush of the valley floor 
are the foundations of homes, 
churches and school houses ... 
and there is a story connected 
with each one of these locations. 

Men like Russell McRobie and 
Gerald Tichnell recall stories 
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“Warnick Cemetery and wooden crosses." 





Potomac River’s "Blue Hole." 
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about the community that are 


filled with both laughter and: 


tears. Russell, for example, still 
laughs about the good times he 
and his school mates had at the 
elementary school in Barnum. 
Yet, he still laments the fact 
that while walking to school one 
morning he was unable to save 
the life of a two year old child 
who wandered onto the railroad 
tracks and was killed by the 
local passenger train from 
Westernport. 

Other memories include the 
“Blue Hole,” a favorite swim- 
ming spot for the community. 
An anomaly to the normal “knee 
deep” characteristic of the 
Potomac River, Blue Hole is a 


place where the river bottom . 


dips down to 35 feet deep. 

“Nobody knows how it got its 
name,” said Russell as he led the 
group to the swimming spot in 
the river. “It might be due to the 
fact that the water is very calm 
here and reflects the blue sky.” 

Since the river no longer has 
such a high acid content, Blue 
Hole has taken on another at- 
traction beside swimming; to- 
day, it is an excellent place for 
fishing. 

“Thunder Struck” Rock 

“Thunder Struck” rock is a 
combined oddity of geology and 
weather that exists in this part 
of the Potomac River valley. 

Laurel Run enters the river 
from the Maryland side at this 
location. Opposite its entrance 
there is a large brown colored 
boulder imbedded in the rail- 
road right-of-way on the West 
Virginia side. For some unex- 
plained reason, this rock has 
been repeatedly struck by hght- 
ning, with the resulting loud 
“clap” of thunder. 

Hence, the localname, “Thun- 
der Struck” rock. 


“Although the steel rails are 
gone, it still gets hit by lght- 
ning,” said Russell. “Back in the 
days when the railroad existed 
here, it was impossible to get a 
track gang to work anywhere 
near this place when there was 
the possibility of a rain storm.” 
Honored Memory of Loved 

Ones 

Over 20 years have passed 
since the railroad tracks were 
torn up and life in this part of 
the valley underwent such a 
drastic change. Fields have be- 
come overgrown with scrub 
brush and woodlands now cover 
most of the valley floor. The 
resultis that many familiar land 
marks have been obscured from 
view ... including small cemeter- 
ies near the vanished towns. 

“I was amazed how quickly 
the Warnick Cemetery got over- 
grown, said Russell while our 
group was walking down a nar- 
row path between the rail line 
and the river. “I have relatives 
buried in that cemetery. If I 
hadn’t know the approximate 
location, I never would have been 
able to find it in these woods. 
Even at that it took a lot of 
searching.” 

Today, the neat appearance 
of the small cemetery is a trib- 
ute to the efforts put forth by 
McRobie, Tichnell, Hart, and all 
the other volunteers. They cut 
down saplings; cleared out a 
tangle of weeds and vines; and 
built a new fence around the old 
cemetery. Within the cemetery 
itself, they repaired broken tomb 
stones and put up small wooden 
crosses to designate graves 
which originally only had a piece 
of field stone to mark them. 
When the restoration work is 
completed, Warnick Cemetery 
will have a smooth carpet of 

Continued on Page 174 
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Fame In My Family 
By Hailey Kelley 


A part of Preston County’s 
history is a name that came to 
fame in my family; my great- 
great-grandfather Ezra Daniel 
Benson. He was one of eight 
children in the household of 
James A. and Sarah Lewis 
Benson 

The Benson family hada good 
record of marksmanship and 
were referred to as the “shoot’n 
Bensons.” 

Being a “shoot’n Benson,” 
Ezra signed up as a Union sol- 
dier and served as a sharp- 
shooter in Company H of the 3rd 
West Virginia Infantry. In 1862, 
as a member of Company H, 
Ezra was in the battles of Bull 
Pasture Mountain and Cross 
Keys. On August 9, 1862, at the 
battle of Cedar Mountain, Ezra 
fell to the ground with a sun- 
stroke. That day was said to be 
one of the hottest days of the 
summer. 

Ezra was treated in General 
Bank’s Army Hospital, soon re- 
covered, and moved on with the 
regiment to the Battle of Second 
Bull Run. 

George Goff remembered 
Ezra’s collapse at Cedar Moun- 
tain and stated in his affidavit, 
“Benson was struck down with 
sunstroke and lay there for some- 
time same as a dead man. After 
all of that, he went on the seven 
day march to Bull Run. He was 
unable to travel without some 
assistance and I helped him 
along at least twenty times or 
more.” 

Around August 29, 1862, less 
than three weeks after Ezra’s 
sunstroke the regiment fought 
in the Battle of Second Bull 
Run. After the battle was over, 
and the regiment withdrew from 


Manassas, they listed Ezra as 
AWOL. He claimed to have 
fallen out of ranks and a friend 
from the 3rd West Virginia Cav- 
alry had to pick him up and take 
him to Caver Hospital in Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

Ezra’s brother-in-law, Will- 
iam J. Street, was in the 3rd 
West Virginia Cavalry and there 
was nothing written that he or 
any other person took Ezra to 
the hospital. 

This happened around Sep- 
tember 1, 1862. The records at 
the hospital show that Ezra was 
admitted on September 24, 1862, 
and then released on November 
25, 1862. So, where was he for 
twenty three days? Suspected of 
being AWOL for 3 weeks, he was 
demoted from Sergeant to a 
lower rank. 

Ezra was a gunsmith in his 
regiment in August, 1868, and 
stayed in that position until 
January, 1865. Then, he be- 
came regimental armorer. 

In the muster rolls of Janu- 
ary and February 1864, the 
stated remarks were “Was Ab- 
sent Without Leave.” He was 
restored to duty without a trial, 
but with loss of pay and allow- 
ances for one month. Then, on 
March 27, 1864, Ezra re-enlisted 
as a Veteran Volunteer and was 
sent on a detached duty to 
Beverly. It appears that he may 
have taken a thirty day furlough 
in May. While he was on leave 
he married Eve Ella Deets on 
May 5, 1864. 

In the summer of 1865, Ezra 
was shipped out with the 6th 
West Virginia Cavalry to Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas, to guard 


Continued on Page 179 
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1929 County School Consolidation 


Ed. Note: In a move to provide 
better education facilities for 
students, the State School Law 
was re-written in 1927. The aim 
of the revision of the law in 1927 
was to close one-room schools 
where practical and move the 
students to a more central loca- 
tion. A May 30, 1929 article 
from The Republican tells of the 
changes to be made in Garrett 
County. 
Use Of School Buses 

“One of the most decided for- 
ward steps in the school affairs 
of this county to the advantage 
of the children of our one-room 
schools was taken last Monday 
morning [May 27, 1929] when 
the Dodge school, located five 
miles north of Oakland, in which 
there were about 14 children 
who were transported to that 
school from the _ closed 
Thayerville school and enroute, 
were transported to the Oak- 
land elementary school, along 
with Miss Edith Sommer, the 
teacher of that school, which 
makes seven teachers in the 
Oakland elementary school, as 
a result of which there is one 
teacher for each grade in the 
Oakland school.” 

“This is the first time in the 
history of the County that chil- 
dren in schools near Oakland 
have had the opportunity to at- 
tend a school through transpor- 
tation being provided free of cost, 
in which school the children will 
find one teacher for each grade 
taught.” 

“Closing and transporting of 
the Dodge school students to 
Oakland makes eighteen one- 
room schools in the County that 
have been closed and students 
transported to larger schools. 


The eighteen, in accordance with 
the State’s Educational program, 
are as follows:” 

Schools Closed 
Brant to Oakland 
Steiding to Deer Park 
Strickers to Swanton 
Sharpless to Mt. Zion 
Round Glade to Bray 
Swallow Falls to Bray 
Thayerville to Oakland 
Deep Creek to Accident 
Flatwoods to Accident 
. Blooming Rose to 

Friendsville 
11. Cove to Accident 
12. Miller to Grantsville 
13. Shade Run to Grantsville 
14. Ridgeley to Grantsville 
15. Turner to Grantsville 
16. Meese to Baker, Pa. 
17. Weir to Lonaconing 
18. Dodge to Oakland 

“After the plan of closing the 
one room schools and transport- 
ing the pupils to larger centers 
is given a fair trial, it seems 
from the results obtained that 
the arrangement has become 
more permanent.” 

Sections Of The New Law 

“The county board of educa- 
tion shall consolidate schools 
wherever in their judgment it is 
practicable, and arrange when 
possible without charge to the 
county, and shall pay, when nec- 
essary, for the transportation of 
pupils to and from such consol1- 
dated schools.” 

“Any person who induces or 
attempts to induce any child to 
absent himself unlawfully from 
school, or employs or harbors 
while school is in session any 
child absent unlawfully from 
school, shall be deemed guilty of 
a misdemeanor and be fined not 
more than fifty dollars.” 


ery teal ome” SENG ALES me, Dee 


food 


172 THE GLADES STAR 


DUES PAYABLE ... 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Dues for the ensuing year, beginning July 1, 1997, are payable as 
of that date. Dues will be delinquent after July Ist. Any member who 
has not paid dues by September 1, 1997, shall be automatically 
dropped from membership. Dues are $15.00 and may be paid at any 
branch of the Ruth Enlow Library, or by mailing a check to Mrs. Kahl. 


Name 


Address 


Send to: Mrs. Randall R. Kahl 
877 Fricks Crossing Road 
Deer Park, MD 21550 


MUSEUM FUND RAISING DINNER 


The dinner will be held at Pleasant Valley Community Building, 
Joni Miller Rd. [next to Rigidply Rafters] Thursday, April 17, 1997, at 
6:30 p.m. Price $10.00 per person. Reservations must be made by April 
9th. Maxine Broadwater will be showing slides of Leo Beachy’s 
pictures. 


Please make reservations at $10.00 each. 


Total amount enclosed 


Names for whom you are making reservations 


Send to: Mrs. Dorothy Cathell 
550 Liberty Street 
Oakland, MD 21550 
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ANNUAL DINNER RESERVATIONS 


The annual dinner will be held on June 26, 1997 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Bittinger Firehall, Bittinger, MD. Reservations must be made by June 
16, 1997. Price of the meal is $10.00 per person. 

Please make reservations at $10.00 per person. 


Total amount enclosed 


Names for whom you are making reservations 


Send to: Mrs. Dorothy Cathell 
550 Liberty Street 
Oakland, MD 21550 


I would like to make a donation to the New Museum Fund of the 
Garrett County Historical Society in the amount of 


If the donation is to be a memorial, please list the name or names of 
persons to be honored in the memorial. 


Send to: Mrs. Randall R. Kahl 
877 Fricks Crossing Road 
Deer Park, MD 21550 
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The James McHenry Family 


Ed. Note: The following mate- 
rial is reprinted from the De- 
cember, 1958 issue of The Glades 
Star. 

Background 

Dr. James McHenry, an em1- 
nent man of his time, came as a 
lad from Ireland to the New 
World. When the Revolutionary 
War began he had completed 
medical training and entered the 
army asasurgeon. He served as 
military secretary for the Com- 
mander in Chief, General George 
Washington for eighteen 
months. Later as a major, he 
was on the staff of Lafayette. 

He became Secretary of War 
in the cabinet of President Wash- 
ington, continuing 1n this office 
during part of the term of the 
second president of the United 
States, John Adams. 

Fort McHenry in Baltimore 
was named for James McHenry. 
McHenrys Arrive In The 
Garrett County Area 

In 1809, James McHenry vis- 
ited this area and in the follow- 
ing year purchased fourteen 
thousand acres of land, embrac- 
ing most of the present Deep 
Creek Lake and its environs. 
His health failing, he returned 
to Baltimore where he died in 
1816. His son Daniel built a large 
manor house on the property, 
but lived in it only briefly; he 
died from the effects of a fall 
from a horse. 

Next came John McHenry, 
nephew of Dr. James McHenry, 
the son of an older brother. 
Educated for the law he came 
here after a brief legal and dip- 
lomatic career in 1814. John 
McHenry remained here until 
his death in 1856. He and his 


wife Patty were interred in an 
orchard not far from where the 
manor house stood. A number of 
the negro slaves of the family 
were buried nearby. 

John McHenry, A Scholar 

Among the books in the col- 
lection of the Garrett County 
Historical Society is a notebook 
of John McHenry’s written in 
the French language. It has not 
been translated for the Society 
and is believed to be observa- 
tions on legal questions. 

John McHenry was a fore- 
most scholar of jurisprudence in 
his time, and was the author of 
a book, “The Ejectment Law of 
Maryland,” published in 1822. 


Continued from Page 165 


green grass over it to honor the 
memory of loved ones buried 
there. 

New & Different Valley Life 

For generations coal mining 
dominated the lives of people 
who lived in this section of the 
Potomac River valley. Now, the 
coal mines are gone. Does this 
mean the end of life in a place 
where little towns once existed? 

Looking into the future the 
answer 1s “no!” 

Mankind has always been at- 
tracted by water. In this portion 
of the river valley, there are rap- 
ids for white water rafting and 
calm places, like Blue Hole, for 
fishing. Both of these river 
phases are part of the growing 
recreation industry. 

So ... looking into the future, the 
words “vanished towns” do not 
meant “forgotten places.” Instead, 
they mean only a change to a new 
and different way of life in this part 
of the Potomac River valley. 
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the western frontier. On the 
way, there was a terrifying train 
wreck in which a lot of men lost 
their lives. 

The survivors took another 
train to St. Louis. After they 
arrived at Fort Leavenworth, 
Ezra and the others founda great 
deal of unrest going on. On Au- 
gust 12, 1865, he and others left 
without “official leave.” 

(At least 150 men from the 
6th West Virginia did the same 
thing.) 

The Civil War was over and 
they felt they had been through 
enough. They were not profes- 
sional soldiers and believed that 
government had betrayed them 
by ordering the west rather than 
discharging them. They had vol- 
unteered to fight the South, not 
the Indians. 

Twenty years later, by an act 
of Congress on July 5, 1884, the 
charge of “desertion” was re- 
moved from Ezra Benson’s mili- 
tary record and he was given an 
honorable discharge dated Au- 
gust 12, 1865. This official ac- 
tion for Ezra, as well as many 
others from the 6th West Vir- 
ginia, who chose to desert rather 
than go west, made it possible 
for the men who had served so 
well in their regiments to be- 
come eligible to apply for a well 
deserved pension. 

Returning from Kansas in 
1865, Ezra traveled home to 
Bruceton. Then, he and his wife 
moved to Cranberry which is 
now called Terra Alta. This is 
where he started his gun 
smithing and silver smithing 
business on a small scale. 

Because of his illness while in 
the army, he wasn’t able to do a 
lot of the heavy work in the shop; 
therefore, he hired men to do the 
hard labor. He made his gun 
stocks with inlays of aluminum 


to make shapes and initials 
easier. After 1886, he was only 
capable of working in his gun 
shop for two to three hours a day 
and sometimes only twice a week. 

Ezra also served as a Justice 
of the Peace between January, 
1885, and 1888. 

Remember those “shoot’n 
Bensons.” Ezra was challenged 
to a shooting match with Will- 
iam Steyer. The shooting match 
was held in Loch Lynn, Mary- 
land. A flip of a coin decided who 
would go first, which, of course 
was Ezra. The match was over 
in no time. Ezra won the match 
and went home with $1,500 in 
his pocket. ($700 of which Steyer 
put up himself.) 

Ezra Daniel Benson died on 
July 13, 1909, and is buried in 
Terra Alta. 

Hailey Kelley, daughter of Charles 
and Cynthia Kelley, is an 8th Grade 
student at Terra Alta/East Preston 
Junior High School. 


Garrett County 
Sourdoughs 
Part Wl 


Unfortunately there was not 
enough space to complete the 
“Sourdough’s” article in the De- 
cember, 1996 issue of The Glades 
Star. Thus, Part III includes the 
complete letter by John Shartzer 
to The Republican in 1900. 

“Kind Of Season” 
John Shartzer’s Letter From 
Nome 
To The Republican Newspaper 
September 15, 1900 

This morning as we emerged 
from our tents we could see far 
away the mountains topped with 
snow. Somewhat later in the 
day there was quite a good deal 
of snow flying in the air about 
us. I dare say that this caused 
every member of our camp to 
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Richard "Dick" Browning (1875-1959). Final survivor of the 
Garrett County "Sourdoughs." Photo taken when he was a member 


of Baltimore City Police Force about 1900. (Photo courtesy Michael 
Garrett.) 
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allow his mind to wander back to 
good old Garrett County. I know 
that such was my personal expe- 
rience, and | shall therefore ask 
you to allow me a small space in 
your paper for a few notes which 
my countrymen might find of 
some interest. 

As tothe Garrett County boys, 
they are all in the best of spirits 
and are enjoying excellent 
health. The first cloud to shadow 
the Maryland camp was when 
our much respected Senator an- 
nounced to us that he was leav- 
ing; but in as much as the good 
doctor did not come to shovel 
sand in the first place, we were 
obliged to wish him a pleasant 
and safe journey home. 

Next to leave was Mr. 
Claggett, our competent and 
often needed blacksmith. His 
main excuse was that he had 
taken a wife and must go to see 
her. Mr. J.S. Gnegy fell into line 
and began to make excuses and 
to say, “I want to take unto my- 
self a wife and must go to see 
her. “ Mr. Schrock is also talking 
about going home, and it 1s un- 
certain at this time if he will 
stay to the end or not. 

When brother Andrew begins 
to tell about all the good things 
in Maryland we all know that 
his mind is back to the home 
along Deer Park Road. Mr. Ashby 
also stands up most patrioti- 
cally for Maryland: he says there 
are no potatoes like the Garrett 
County potatoes, and then talks 
about strawberry shortcake, 
cherry cobbler and the like, but 
like the rest of us, when dinner 
time comes he must sit down to 
his little plate of beans. Mr. 
Dunlap sometimes speaks most 
kindly of the East, but he is 
always willing to shovel “pay 
dirt” into the sluice-box. 


Our senior member, Mr. 
Michael Nathan, is always on 
hand and shovels as much pay 
dirt as anyone. Then comes our 
junior member, “Dick” Brown- 
ing. He is an excellent shoveler, 
but always has his weather eye 
open for game and when we send 
him out with his gun he always 
returns with plenty of fresh meat 
for the boys. Dick is talking of 
going to Southeastern Alaska to 
spend the winter, where the deer 
and bear abound, but I think he 
will be ready to go home with the 
rest of us. Harry West is one of 
our best shovelers and deserves 
much credit for his efforts to 
make our enterprise a success. 

Mr. Dessie Boyer, of San 
Francisco, joined our party and 
is getting so fat that he cannot 
button his clothing. He is also 
wearing a beard all over his face. 
Mr. Abram Lawton has gained 
about 30 pounds and is still get- 
ting fat. While his best girl is 
killing rattlesnakes in the Al- 
legheny Mountains, he is after 
yellow metal, which will make 
the pathway of life easy. 

In this we all join in the cho- 
rus with a good finale of “Mary- 
land, my Maryland.” 

John Shartzer 
Epilogue 

Unfortunately, The Republi- 
can did not carry news about the 
Sourdough’s return to Garrett 
County; the election which An- 
drew Shartzer speaks about in 
his Sept. 2nd letter took up the 
greatest part of the news in the 
paper. 

If my memory serves me cor- 
rectly, none of the men came 
back enormously wealthy from 
the gold they found. But all of 
them had the adventure of a life- 
time as the “Garrett County 
Sourdoughs.” 
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Feather Rock Petroglyph as marked in 1975. (Photo courtesy of 
"Bud" and Betty White.) 
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Feather Rock Petroglyphs 


Ed. Note: Mrs. Betty White in 
her book, “History of Terra Alta 
and Its Vicinity,” included an 
article on the Feather Rock 
Petroglyphs. After reading the 
article, I wanted to visit the 
site. Finally, with Mr. Roger 
Opal generously giving his time 
to be my guide, I visited the spot 
in December, 1996. Later, Betty 
White loaned me an 8 x 10 pho- 
tograph from her book’s manu- 
script; one which was taken by 
the archaeological team which 
visited the site in 1975. 
History 

Known since late Colonial 
times, the Feather Rock Petro- 
glyphs still remain a mystery as 
to their true meaning. The three 
figures carved into the sandstone 
rock are considered one of best 
remaining examples of Indian 
rock art in West Virginia. 

Located in the woods on a 
hillside in the Portland District 
of Preston County, the 
petroglyphs take their name 
“Feather” from the family who 
originally owned the land. To- 
day, the land containing the 
petroglyphs is owned by Roger 
Opal, who resides on the near- 
by Coal Lick Road. 

Although these carvings and 
other Indian rock art in the 
United States are called 
“petroglyphs,” technically they 
are “pictographs,” because they 
form a picture rather than a 
series of marks or words which 
make true petroglyphs. 

Investigation 

Written material about the 
Feather Rock Petroglyphs ap- 
peared in Wiley’s “History of 
Preston County.” He was con- 


vinced of its Indian origin be- 
cause it was near a path called, 
“Indian’s Northern Trail,” which 
passed through this part of the 
County. Wiley also described a 
second petroglyph in the County, 
but the one on the Feather farm 
is the only one which can be 
found today. 

As part of the program to 
examine West Virginia’s petro- 
glyphs, Daniel B. Fowler and 
Joan K. Pittscame tothe Feather 
farm in 1975. Their trip was to 
examine details of the 
petroglyphs and identify their 
location for the West Virginia 
Geological Survey’s Archaeology 
Section. 

Part of their report says the 
following: 

“There are three distinctly 
human forms represented on the 
rock and a fourth indistinguish- 
able design. Not only is it pos- 
sible to classify the three most 
prominent glyphs as represent- 
ing human figures, but the gen- 
der of each can be seen. Each of 
the three figures has two eyes, a 
mouth, naval, waist or belt line, 
and upraised arms.” 

Interpretation 

While the three figures are 
clearly depicted, it is impossible 
to assign a reason for their exist- 
ence other than in connection 
with some type of primitive reli- 
gious rites. The upraised arms 
and the clearly designated ani- 
mal foot prints must have had 
some meaning for the Indians to 
be so accurately defined in the 
carving. 

Regardless of their ancient 
age, it is reasonable to assume 
that the Feather Rock Petro- 
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Unmarked Feather Rock Petroglyph in 1975. (Photo courtesy of 
"Bud" and Betty White.) 
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glyphs were part of a cultural 
expression for the Indians who 
inhabited the Upper Ohio River 
Valley drainage area. 

Wide Cultural Association 

In many places throughout 
North America, Indian rock art 
is associated with Indian medi- 
cine men or tribal Shamans. 
After years of comparison of dif- 
ferent rock art sites, certain in- 
scribed figures and forms seem 
to fit a general pattern. How- 
ever, it must be remembered 
that figures at a specific location 
may have had a special meaning 
for the local Shaman, and reflect 
local religious beliefs. 

A human-like figure is one of 
the general forms which appears 
in rock art. Sometimes there are 
several of them, but each one 
may have been intended to be 
the same mystical person in sev- 
eral different time sequences 
rather than several people. Of- 
ten accompanying the human- 
like figures are animal, bird, 
and reptile forms. In the ab- 
sence of specific forms, there 
may only be carefully carved foot 
prints or tracks. 

Scholars believe that the ani- 
mal, bird, or reptile forms re- 
flect the belief that the Sha- 
mans could transform them- 
selves into these creatures. 

In the eastern part of the 
United States, foot prints of the 
bear and mountain lion or wolf 
are the ones most commonly 
found, and thought to be con- 
nected with the supernatural 
powers attributed to these ani- 
mals. If a bird is depicted in the 
rock art, it follows the assump- 
tion that the Shaman can trans- 
form himself into a bird and 
travel from place to place. 


Representations At Feather 
Rock 

Some of the North American 
rock art motifs are represented 
at the Feather Rock Petroglyphs, 
and can be seen highlighted in 
the 1975 photograph. 

The archaeological team des- 
ignated the human-like figures 
as Designs 1, 2, and 3; num- 
bered from left to right. Yet, 
because the rock has been badly 
weathered, it is difficult to tell 
whether Design 1 is intended to 
be a male or female figure, but 
Design 2 is definitely a male 
figure and Design 3 female. As 
for the figures themselves, they 
are not resting on their backs. 
According to rock art experts, 
the bent legs of these figures 
indicate action. 

The presence of supernatural 
powers is clearly indicated be- 
low Designs 1 and 2, and possi- 
Diva: 

Directly below the human- 
like figure of Design 1 are a set 
of foot prints. As near as can be 
determined, they are those of a 
bear, an animal which has al- 
ways inhabited the Appalachian 
forests. It was believed by the 
Indians to have supernatural 
powers. 

Likewise, directly below the 
human-like figure in Design 2 
are a set of feline foot prints. A 
good guess would class them as 
representing the prints of a 
mountain lion. It also inhabits 
the Appalachian forests and was 
believed to poses supernatural 
powers. 

Snakes have always been in 
abundance in Preston County, 
and it would appear that there 
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Grusendorf window in new California house. 





Window in St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Oakland. 
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Garrett County Window In California 


In the September, 1989, 1is- 
sue of this magazine, there was 
a story called “Garrett County 
Window Found In California.” 
It developed from an inquiry by 
Mr. Christopher Toy, a collector 
of antiques. He had purchased a 
stained glass window which he 
intended to use in a new house. 
Etched on the window were the 
words, “Grusendorfs, Hutton, 
Md.” With only this meager bit 
ofinformation, he begana search 
for the original setting of the 
stained glass window; eventu- 
ally the search led him to con- 
tact the Garrett County Histor1- 
cal Society. The article in the 
September issue was the result 
of that search. 

Your Editor remembered 
hearing the name Grusendorf in 
connection with the tanning com- 
pany located in Hutton in the 
early part of this century. 

From this fragment of 
memory a search was begun for 
the original setting ofthe stained 
glass window, and it seemed 1m- 
possible to find a house where it 
might have been placed. So, the 
article in The Glades Star “went 
to press” with the unanswered 
question about the original loca- 
tion of the window. 

It was while the magazine 
was in the process of being 
printed that the answer was 
found. 

Mr. Robert Sincell of the 
Sincell Printing Company hap- 
pened to see the story during the 
printing process. He knew right 
away where the window had 
been installed. “It wasin the old 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
building in Oakland, directly 


over the front door,” he said. “I 
was in the choir at St. Marks, 
and looked at the window every 
Sunday while vesting in choir 
robes for the worship service.” 

Later, this information was 
relayed to Mr. Toy in California, 
who promised to keep in touch 
about the eventual disposition 
of the window. 

Final Chapter Of The Gar- 
rett County Window Saga 

This past September [1996] 
Mr. Toy wrote a letter to the 
Historical Society which forms 
the final chapter of the Garrett 
County Window in California 
saga. 

“After many years, as well as 
almost one and one-half man 
years of direct labor (over 3,000 
hours) the stained glass window 
you and | communicated about 
is fully restored/rebuilt and in 
it's new home. It 1s installed in 
the stairwell ceiling of the resi- 
dence of Mr. & Mrs. Michael 
Meade, Corona Del Mar, Cali- 
fornia. Enclosed are several 
photographs of the window in 
its final resting place.” 

“The window is 6 1/2 ft. in 
diameter, and contains over 500 
pieces of glass. The patterns for 
the two outer rows are copies of 
the original design. Since the 
frame was over 60 years old, had 
been dropped and had extensive 
weather damage, each seeming 
identical section was quite dif- 
ferent. Acomputer program was 
used to manipulate the image 
for each section to make the 
glass pieces fit exactly in their 
distorted openings, giving the 
illusion that each section is the 
same as all identical sections .” 
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Computer Details 

In his letter Mr. Toy men- 
tioned a computer program used 
in the restoration work of the 
window. Since we are now in the 
computer age, it occurred to your 
Editor that some of the mem- 
bers of the Society might be en- 
gaged in a similar type of resto- 
ration. So ... a letter was sent to 
Mr. Toy requesting more details 
about the computer program. He 
replied as follows: 

“The computer program used 
to manipulate the design(s) so 
that they fit the distorted frame 
is trade named “Autocad” and 1s 
a "computer aided drafting and 
design" program. 

“As you can see from the pho- 
tograph [printed on a separate 
page of this issue of the “Star”] 
there are 2 sets of 8 window 
sections that appear identical. 
The center, which held the scroll 
carrying the inscription “Grus- 
endorfs Hutton, Md.” was re- 
placed with a classic custom de- 
sign compass drawing. A hand 
drawn copy of each of the 2 re- 
peat section glass patterns was 
drawn, then entered into com- 
putermemory using the Autocad 
program and a digitizer. 

“A digitizer is a large table 
with a fine grid of wires placed 
in a very tight x-y grid. When a 
mouse like device with a clear 
window and cross hairs is placed 
over the drawing to be digitized 
and the sensor button pressed 
on this mouse, the digitizer en- 
ters into the computer the x-y 
coordinate of the button press. 

“By repeatedly pressing the 
button on the mouse device over 
the lines to be entered into the 
computer, the hand drawn pic- 


ture is entered into memory and 
saved as what is called a vector 
drawing. Autocad recognizes the 
vector drawing and allows one 
to manipulate this drawing in 
many ways. 

“Since the frame was dis- 
torted, I made an outline of each 
of the 17 sections of the frame 
with heavy cardboard and, again, 
using the digitizer, entered the 
17 individual outlines into the 
computer. Then, integrating the 
stained glass pieces drawings 
with the individual sections of 
the frame (one section at a time) 
using commands available inthe 
Autocad program, I manipulated 
the glass piece drawings such 
that 1/2 the width of the lead (1/ 
2 the thickness equals 5/32”) at 
the edge of the drawing rested 1/ 
2 on the frame, 1/2 in the visible 
opening for each section.” 

"Once the section drawings 
were completed, the individual 
drawings were drawn on paper 
by the computer using an x-y 
plotter. From there, the produc- 
tion of the stained glass was 
executed the way it has been 
done for hundreds of years.” 


Meshach Browning 


Information Needed 


Genelogist Robt. Jachowski 
has compiled an extensive list 
of descendants of Meshach 
Browning. However, if you 
happen to be descendant, and 
think your name might have 
been missed, please contact 
Robt. Jachowski at 301-387- 
6659 or write to him at 524 
Summit Drive, Swanton, MD 
POO 
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‘Wilson Corona’ Road sign. 





Emmanuel Church, Corunna 


1889-1908 

Older residents of the county 
can cite examples of one room 
school houses that have been 
converted into a church or moved 
to a new location to become a 
church. In the same way they 
can probably recall a large 
church which incorporates an 
older building into its structure. 
However, to take a country 
church building apart, load it on 
railroad cars, and move it to the 
city is almost impossible to 1mag- 
ine. 

Yet, that’s exactly what hap- 
pened to Emmanuel Church, 
Corunna, a small Episcopal cha- 
pel that existed near Gorman 
before the first World War. It 
was taken apart and moved by 
rail to Baltimore, to become the 
Church of the Nativity in the 
Cedarcroft area. 

Probably, the name “Corun- 
na’ is only familiar to residents 
of the southern tip of Garrett 


County. This is because the Wil- 
son-Corunna Road exists on the 
eastern side of Backbone Moun- 
tain and joins U.S. Rt. #50 about 
two miles from Gorman. “Corun- 
na’ was the name of a tract of 
land and later a manor house 
owned by Wm. Brown, originally 
from New England, who settled 
there some years after the Civil 
War. 

Mr. Brown’s son was W. 
McCullouch Brown who was the 
engineer and surveyor that es- 
tablished the “Brown” Meridian 
in 1897 as the western boundary 
line between Maryland and West 
Virginia. Brown also served as 
state senator. from Garrett 
County in the Maryland Legis- 
lature. 

Building The Church 

According to records which 
were transferred with it when 
the building was moved to Balti- 
more, the construction of the 
chapel was the result of an idea 
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of Mrs. William Brown. Known 
to friends as “Miss Annie,” she 
and her son and daughters at- 
tended Episcopal worship ser- 
vices in a private home near Ft. 
Pendleton. After one of these 
services, she decided to raise the 
money to build a regular church 
for worship. 

It is to be remembered that 
two things were happening in 
the southern part of Garrett 
County at that time. The West 
Virginia Central Railroad (later 
the Western Maryland) had 
pushed up through the Potomac 
River valley, keeping pace with 
the big lumber companies. Also, 
summer visitors were staying at 
small hotels or rooming houses 
in the area to take advantage of 
the cool air during the summer 
months. 

In fact it was one of the sum- 
mer visitors who designed the 
new chapel for Mrs. Brown in 
1888. This was Mr. Richard C. 
Sturgis of Boston, who drew the 
plans and helped supervise con- 
struction of the building. 
McCullouch Brown selected the 
trees for the lumber from the 
Corunna estate, and had them 
sawed into boards at the Buffalo 
Lumber Company in Bayard, 
W.Va. He set aside some “spe- 
cial trees” for lumber to build 
the furnishings of the church, 
which were fashioned into the 
necessary items at his workshop 
at the manor house, Corunna. 

Beginning Of Worship 

Work on the new church was 
completed in the spring of 1889. 
Brown installed the pews and 
other furnishings in time for the 
first worship service on June 26, 
1889. This service was conducted 
by the Robt. Forsyth, Rector of 


St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

During the following ten 
years, services were conducted 
in the church by both clergy and 
laymen. Once more the Sturgis 
name appears in the church 
records. This was Mr. Russell 
Sturgis, who along with 
McCullouch Brown and others, 
conducted Sunday services in 
the absence of a regular clergy- 
man. 

Since Emmanuel Church, 
Corunna, was in the state of 
Maryland, it came under the 
jurisdiction of Bishop Paret of 
the Episcopal Diocese of Mary- 
land. However, the church was 
a long distance from the Dioc- 
esan headquartersin Baltimore. 
So, he turned over the supervi- 
sion of the church in May 1893 to 
Bishop Peterkin of West Vir- 
ginia. Bishop Peterkin made his 
first visit to the Corunna chapel 
on July 3, 1894. 

As was the custom with many 
summer guests, Bishop Peterkin 
stayed for several days with the 
Browns in the manor house, 
Corunna. 

Difficult Staffing Problems 

Although the population of 
the area was growing, finding 
clergymen to conduct services at 
EKm-manuel chapel remained a 
problem throughout its brief his- 
tory. Bishop Peterkin made ar- 
rangements for a clergyman to 
make a circuit of several small 
churches in near-by West Vir- 
ginia and included the chapel in 
Maryland in this circuit. A man 
who did this work faithfully died 
in 1898, and until 1903, no ser- 
vices were held in the chapel. 

Once again, in 1903, worship 
services were resumed in the 
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chapel on a regular basis, but 
summer visitors to the area were 
fewer and fewer with the result- 
ing decline in Sunday atten- 
dance. Finally; in 1908, the 
church closed its doors for the 
last time, and the Bishop of West 
Virginia returned supervision of 
the church back to the Diocese of 
Maryland. 

In 1913, the church was dis- 
mantled, loaded on railroad cars, 
and shipped to Baltimore. There, 
in the Cedarcroft area, it was 
rebuilt. The congregation re- 
named it “Church of the Nativ- 
ity,” and today the old building 
now forms part of the structure 
of a very active, large parish 
church. 
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is a snake emerging from the 
rock below the human-like fig- 
ure of Design 3. 
A Bird Also? 

Unfortunately, the markings 
between Design 2 and 3 was so 
extensively weathered, that the 
1975 archaeological team would 
not speculate on its identity. 
However, since birds were in- 
cluded in the Shaman supersti- 
tion, it is possible that the mark- 
ings near the shoulders of De- 
sign 2 and 3 might have been 
intended to represent a bird. 

Very, Very Old 

According to archaeologists, 
when a person looks at the 
Feather Rock Petroglyph, he is 
looking at something very, very 
old. Projectile points found at 
similar sites date the 
petroglyphs to the Archaic In- 
dian period, which makes them 
over 3,000 years old. 

Many archaeologists have ex- 


ew 
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amined these petroglyphs and 
others like them on the upper 
Ohio River tributaries. Several 
have concluded that the naked 
figures represent some kind of 
fertility symbols. Such symbols 
have been known to exist in many 
primitive cultures and these 
could be part of such a culture. 

The Rock Art Today 

Today the rock containing the 
petroglyphs is covered with a 
green mold that grows on all 
rocks in the woods. The high- 
lighting material used by the 
1975 crew has disappeared, but 
the ancient grooves which they 
marked can still be seen on the 
surface of the rock. It would be 
nice to go back 3,000 or more 
years to find out the specific 
reason why the Indians carved 
them. 

It seems that all rock art 
locations served as some type of 
shrine, and only the imagina- 
tion can give a solution as to why 
the site on the Feather farm was 
chosen. Perhaps future genera- 
tions of archaeologists will be 
able to look at the petroglyphs 
and say, “Oh .... This one indi- 
cates ” and the reason for 
its existence will be explained. 

Meanwhile, we can only look 
at the Feather Rock Petroglyphs 
and salute the memory of some 
unknown Shaman who designed 
and perhaps carved the human- 
like figures. ...and designated 
this particular location as a spe- 
cial place in the forest primeval 
of what is now Preston County, 
West Virginia. 
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Caleb Winslow - 107 


Caleb Winslow, Sr., died at 
Broadmead Retirement Commu- 
nity, Cockeysville (Baltimore), 
on December 16, 1996. He was 
107 years old at the time of his 
death. He is survived by a son, 
two daughters, seven grandchul- 
dren, 13 great-grandchildren, 
and 2 great-great-grandchildren. 

The son of a Baltimore physi- 
cian, Caleb Winslow intended to 
become a doctor, but when a 
senior in college, he became 
deeply interested in the classi- 
cal literature of Greece and Rome 
andy gave.upssplanss for, a 
physician’s career. 

A long-time summer resident 
of Garrett County, he was one of 
the first persons to have a cot- 
tage in the Thousand Acres area 
of Deep Creek Lake. Constructed 
of logs, the two story building on 
the edge of the lake has now 
become the focal point of a small 
complex of cottages. The hickory 
and chestnut lumber for the 
Winslow cottage came from his 
lake property. 

An early member of the His- 
torical Society, he donated items 
to the Societys museum and 
wrote articles for The Glades 
Star. Areprintofhisarticle about 
his ancestor, Benj. Winslow, 
appeared in the September 1996, 
issue of the magazine. (Ben). 
Winslow, in 1736, became the 
first person to accurately map 
the upper part of the Potomac 
River, and establish the location 


for the famous Fairfax Stone.) 

In addition to writing for The 
Glades Star, Caleb Winslow also 
contributed articles to the Mary- 
land Historical Magazine. His 
story of happy childhood days 
visiting the Deer Park Hotel 
explains why he returned years 
later to become a summer res1- 
dent at Deep Creek Lake. 

Although a Quaker and a 
member of the Homewood 
Friends Meeting in Baltimore, 
during the summer months 
while staying at Deep Creek 
Lake, Caleb Winslow worshiped 
at Our Father’s House, the Epis- 
copal Log Church at Altamont. 
Always energetic, he and his 
brother, the late George Wins- 
low, took on the job of creosoting 
the logs of the church; both men 
were 1n their 70s at the time. 

Several years later, when a 
disastrous forest fire burned over 
4,000 acresin the Altamont area 
and up over the Backbone Moun- 
tain, Caleb Winslow spent a 
whole day at the Log Church, 
putting out small blazes caused 
by sparks from the forest fire. 
His effort saved the Log Church 
from burning down. 

Speaking about his long life, 
Caleb Winslow recalled plant- 
ing a large number of trees dur- 
ing the 1940s, saying that he 
“would never live to see them 
grow to maturity.” When he 
passed away at 107, the trees 
had grown to 60 and 70 feet tall. 
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Mrs. Beth Friend examines unusual New Testament. 
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Garrett County Historical Information 


This year marks the 125th 
Anniversary of the creation of 
Garrett County. As usual, there 
comes a question about the “par- 
ent counties” that formed the ones 
in this part of Maryland. 

Most members of the Society 
know that Garrett came from 
Allegany, which came from Wash- 
ington County. However, when 
the question of dates, etc. is 
brought up, the answers are not 
easily obtained. 

The following is the sequence 
from Colonial times. 

From the original charter for 
the Colony of Maryland, Charles 
County was created in 1658. 

Frederick County was created 
from part of the territory of 
Charles County onJune 11, 1748. 

Washington County was cre- 
ated from Frederick County on 
September 6, 1776. 

Allegheny County was created 
from Washington County on De- 
cember 25, 1789. 

Garrett County was created 


from Allegheny County by elec- 
tion on November 5, 1872. 
Military Lots 

Following the Revolutionary 
War, the State of Maryland confis- 
cated large tracts of land in west- 
ern Maryland which had belong to 
Lord Baltimore and others. Col. 
Frances Deakins was commis- 
sioned by the Maryland General 
Assembly subdivide this land into 
50 acre lots to be given to Maryland 
Revolutionary War soldiers as pay- 
ment for their services. 

He began the work in 1787 
with 10 assisting surveyors from 
western Maryland. Each assis- 
tant headed up a separate party 
composed of surveyors, cooks, 
axmen and chain carriers. 

The names of the Assistant 
Surveyors were Henry Kemp, 
Daniel Cresap, Lawrence Brin- 
gle, Benjamin Price, John Tom- 
linson, Jonas Hogmire, Thomas 
Orm, John Hooker, John Lynn 
and William W. Hoye. 


Tribute To Five People 
by John Grant 


On the last page of this issue 
of The Glades Star is the obitu- 
ary of Mrs. Ruth Calderwood. 
Your Editor would like to pay 
tribute to her and four other 
people who have been active in 
the affairs of the Garrett County 
Historical Society during the past 
twenty years and have now 
passed away. 

These people include Ruth 
Calderwood, her late husband, 
Paul, Raymond and Jesse Mc- 
Cullough, and Walter “Doc” Price. 
All of them were 10 to 15 years 
my senior, but each one possessed 


a quality that discounted the age 
factor. 

This selection of five people 
does not obscure the fact that 
many other people have contrib- 
uted to the Societys work of 
collecting and publishing the his- 
tory of Garrett County. However, 
these five excelled in working for 
the Society's well-being by serv- 
ing in various ways in Society 
positions and generously contrib- 
uting their time and talent. 

Raymond & Jesse 
McCullough 


I knew Raymond and Jesse 
Continued on Page 231 
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Unusual New 
Testament 


One ofthe most unusual items 
which the museum has received 
on loanisa New Testament with 
raised alphabetical letters only; 
not one letter printed in ink. It 
was published by the American 
Bible Society in 1871. 


A close examination of the 
11"x 15" book reveals some other 
unusual information. This par- 
ticular book is called “Volume 
1,” and includes only Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John; leading 
to the conclusion that it was 
part of a two or three volume set. 
Being over 3 inches thick, it 
looks heavy, but is surprisingly 
light in weight for its size. 


At first glance a person might 
say, “Oh ... that’s a Bible for 
blind people.” However, books 
for the blind are printed with 
the raised dots of the Braille 
Alphabet. 


A check with the American 
Bible Society reveals that this 
unusual New Testament really 
is a book for a blind person. 
Louis Braille’s method of raised 
dots had not received wide ac- 
ceptance when the Bible Society 
published this particular book 
in 1871. Instead, it followed the 
accepted method of raised let- 
ters which had been used for 
blind people over a number of 
years. 


However, there is still one 
question remaining about the 
New Testament with raised let- 
ters; who donated it to the Mu- 
seum in 1942? Mrs. Lewis Jones 


recorded its acceptance, but it 
was just “something which ap- 
peared one day .... donor un- 
known.” 


Computer 
“Glitch” 


It happens, even with the best 
of care to prevent it. 

The March 1997, issue of The 
Glades Star was mailed to Soci- 
ety members using a computer 
disk which had an old member- 
ship list on it. If you did not 
receive your March issue of the 
magazine, please drop a line to: 


The Glades Star 
107 S. Second Street, 
Oakland, MD 21550. 
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Betty Van Newkirk 
Speaker for Annual 


Banquet 


Mrs. Betty Van Newkirk of 
Frostburg, Md., will be the fea- 
tured speaker for the annual 
banquet and business meeting 
for the Garrett County Histori- 
cal Society to be held on Thurs- 
day evening, June 26, 1997, at 
the Bittinger Community Build- 
ing, Bittinger, Md. 

A well known historian from 
Allegheny County, Mrs. Newkirk 
has devoted years of effort to 
help preserve, develop, and share 
the rich and meaningful tradi- 
tions, folklore, history, human 
values, and natural resources 
of this part of the Allegheny 
Mountains. 

Her talk at the Annual Ban- 
quet will center on the National 
Road, one of her favorite histori- 
cal topics. She will be accompa- 
nied to the dinner by her hus- 
band. 

As presently planned, the 
menu for the Thursday evening 
dinner will feature a dinner for 
the price of $10.00 per person. 
Starting time for the banquet 
will be 6:30 P.M. 

During the evening of the 
banquet, there will be the cus- 
tomary business session. It will 
include items concerning the 
Historical Society, election of 
new members to the board of 
directors. Reports from various 
committees will be given, along 
with future plans for each of 
these groups. 

In the center of this copy of 
The Glades Star there is a form 
for the Annual Dinner Reserva- 
tions. We ask you to note the 
information on the form, and 
make your reservations early. 
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Fund Raising Dinner 


Inclement weather was no 
deterrent to more than 220 
people who gathered at the 
Pleasant Valley Community 
Center on Thursday, April 17, 
1997, for the "Museum Fund 
Raising Dinner." 

Ernest Gregg, emcee, intro- 
duced President Clifford DeWitt 
who gave a warm welcome to all, 
followed with the invocation by 
the Rev. Franklin Bishop. 

After the abundant meal, 
Martha Kahl gave the financial 
report and a brief account of the 
purchase of the Professional 
Building in downtown Oakland 
by the Historical Society to house 
its headquarters and museum. 
She explained the terms of the 
$140,000 mortgage andthe more 
than $11,000 raised to date from 
fund raisers, donations and the 
sale of various items. Memori- 
als have been a popular form of 
giving. Members and friends 
were urged to continue their 
support. 

Beth Friend,curator gave a 
brief report on moving the arti- 
facts, and announced the grand 
opening set for Sunday after- 


noon, May 18. The museum will 
be open for the summer after 
that date. 

John Grant, Editor in conjunc- 
tion with Matthew Novak’s his- 
tory course had chosen the writ- 
ings of six students to be pub- 
lished in future issues of The 
Glades Star. Mr. Novak made a 
few comments about the subject 
of each student as he introduced 
each one. Each student has pre- 
sented with a certificate, four 
were guests at the dinner and the 
top three received a small cash 
award courtesy of Mr. Grant. 

Mr. Gregg introduced Maxine 
Broadwater who presented a 
commentary and slide program 


_ of photography of Leo Beachy. 


She displayed some of his photo- 
graphic equipment and glass 
plate negatives. She and Mr. 
Novak have published two books 
including many of Mr. Beachy’s 
old pictures. 

The evening was summed up 
as good fellowship, excellent food 
and an excellent, interesting 
program. Mr. Gregg called on 
the Rev. Franklin Bishop to give 
the benediction. 
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Individual donations have been made to the 
New Museum Fund by the following persons or organizations 
since November 1, 1996: 


Helen Ault 
Charles H. & Mary L. Bowman 
Edith Brock 
Carl & Dorothy Cathell 
Dr. & Mrs. Eugene Cornett 
Thomas Crawford, M.D. 
Carol & Roy Davis 
Mr. & Mrs. James Davis 
Mary Jane DeWitt 
Elks Club 
Pauline Faucett 
Dr. & Mrs. James H. Feaster, Jr. 
Mary Ann Garber 
Jo Elizabeth Gergoff 
Sara S. Gonder 
Willard & Dolores Hayden 
Nancy L. Helbig 
Terry Helbig 
Bruce & Evelyn Jenkins 
Martha W. Kahl 
Marie McClure 
Proctor Kildow Post #71 
Readers Digest 
Albert & Carolyn Receveur 
Clair A. Richardson 
Kathleen & Arthur Rooney, Jr. 
Jacquelyn Shirer 
J. Samuel Slicer 
Alice E. Smith 
R. Thomas Thayer, Jr. & Sallie A. Thayer 
Arlene & William Wilson 
Edith Votta to honor Lewis & Mary Jones 
~ Gerson & Shirley Yalowitz 


This listing was accidently not printed in the 
March 1997 issue of The Glades Star. 
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Donations to the New Museum Fund have been made by 
the following persons since January 19, 1997 


Dr. Eldon B. Tucker Jr. 
Robert & Leanna Boal 
Mr. & Mrs. William M. Thompson 
William R. Doonan 
Janet M. Otto 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Thiel Sullivan 
Ruth Porter 
Charles O. & Dorothy Morris 
Youghiogheny Glades Chapter, NSDAR 
S. lvan & M. Virginia Rowe 
Cecil & Arletta Bittinger 
Walter L. Warnick 
Pauline Faucett 
Russell R. McRobie 
Richard and Eva Davis 
Vera Duckworth 
V.F.W. Post 10077 
Cosette D. Harman 
Jo Elizabeth Gergoff 
John W. Wolfe 
Nancy L. Helbig, to honor Mary Helbig 
Mr. & Mrs. John C. Dennison Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond C. Bryant 
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Memorial Donations to the New Museum Fund 


since January 29, 1997 
In Memory of: 
Melvin Kight, by Judge & Mrs. Lewis R. Jones 
Charles S. Shaffer, by Judge & Mrs. Lewis R. Jones 
Martha M. Brookhart, by Judge & Mrs. Lewis R. Jones 
Harry J. Beard & Paul K. Beard, by Mona F. Beard 
Cora Ashenfelter Lohr & Wade Hampton Lohr Sr., by 
Hazel Lohr Sheckells 
William Amos Miller & Janey Elizabeth Miller, by Ross & 
Donna Johnson 
Patience Williams Grant, by Annabelle K. Pond 
Frank Lohr, by Kathryn Chaney 
John & Elizabeth Bear Swauger, by Miriam L. Benell 
James R. Zimmerman, by Ellen Zimmerman 
Dr. Alvin P. Friend, by Jacquelyn L. Shirer, Randall & 
Martha Kahl 
Arlington B. Fries, by Mary Alice Fries 
George C. Fratz, by Marie Fratz & Harold Fratz 
Jesse J. Walker, by Robert L. Wilson 
John W. & Harriet E. (Smith) McRobie; George W. & 
Zerelda Alice (Merrill) Wilt by Raymond McRobie 
James E. Panther, by Shirley Panther & family 
Laura Leighton, by Carl & Dorothy Cathell 
Charles C. Reckard, by Charles & Jane R. Kershner 
Goldie Griffith Reckard, by Charles & Jane R. Kershner 
Helen Sollars, by Edward Sollars Jr. 
Mrs. Sara E. Henry, by Joanne B. Henry 
Felix G. Robinson, by Ariel Robinson 
Grace L. (Deal) Jordon-Jones, by Stephanie G. (Jordon) 
Lang & Sandra J. (Jordon) Sliger 
Mildred Welling Saunders by Andrew and Jean Monlux 
Kenneth Dice, Mabel Stanton, Joye Stanton, Owen 
Stanton & David Stanton, by Sandra Dice Melago 
Ruth F. Calderwood, by Judge & Mrs. Lewis R. Jones 
Martha & Randall Kahl 
Mary Jane Miller 
Youghiogheny Glades Chapter, NSDAR 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Ray Jones, by Judge & Mrs. Lewis R. Jones 
Judge Stuart F. Hamill, by Kazuko Hamill 
Fred P. & Ellen Alice (Machin) Hare, by Elizabeth Reesman 
Scott & Beatrice Shirer, by Charlotte Friend 
Dr. Harold C. Ashby, by James C. Ashby 
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“Noise Of Thunder” Explained 


Back in March, 1995, there 
was an article in The Glades Star 
called, “Noise Of Thunder.” It 
concerned the sound of canon fire 
from the Battle of Gettysburg 
which was heard in Garrett Coun- 
ty and southwestern Penn. 

This article was based on an 
account given by Bernice Kepple 
in her book, “Treasured Memo- 
ries of My Grandmother.” The 
story about the “noise of thun- 
der” had been passed down from 
her great-great-grandmother. 

It was interesting to note that 
after publication of the March, 
1995 article, anumber of Histori- 
cal Society members wrote let- 
ters to The Glades Star recount- 
ing similar stories of hearing the 
noise of canon fire on the day of 
the battle. 

An Explanation 

During the past winter, 
Lawrence Cosner, Circulation 
Manager for The Glades Star and 
a Civil War historian, brought in 
an article from the December, 
1996, “Civil War Times.” Writ- 
ten by Dr. Charles Ross, the ar- 
ticle was called, “Shh! Battle in 
Progress.” In the article, Dr. Ross 
gave examples of acoustic abnor- 
malities in which the sound of 
gun fire would be heard at great 
distances from the origin, but not 
in areas in between. 

An Assistant Professor of 
Physics at Longwood College in 
Farmville, Va., Dr. Ross calls this 
phenomenon by the catch-all 
term, “acoustic shadow.” He 
writes about the shadow in the 
following manner. 

“Occurrences of these myste- 
rious and sometimes fateful 
acoustic shadows can be traced 
to four possible causes: 1. wind 
direction; 2. sound absorption; 3. 
changes in air temperature as 
altitude increases; and 4. changes 


in wind speed as altitude in- 
creases.” 
Details 

Of the four causes listed, Dr. 
Ross says that wind direction 
and sound absorption are the sim- 
plest and most common cause of 
acoustic shadows. For example a 
listener “down-wind” will always 
hear a sound more clearly that 
someone “up-wind.” Likewise, 
with sound absorption, people on 
one side of a house will not be able 
to hear a conversation taking 
place on the other side; the house 
blocks out and absorbs the sound. 

And In Garrett County 

However, itis the fourth cause, 
“changes in wind speed as alti- 
tude increases,” that probably 
accounts for the “noise of thun- 
der” heard locally. 

“Winds generally move faster 
the further they get from the 
ground and its friction. ...... This 
condition causes the upper part 
of a sound wave to travel faster, 
bending the wave back toward 
the earth.” 

“It is important to note that 
when sound waves are bent to- 
ward the ground, they sometimes 
bounce back up, only to repeat 
the process, perhaps several 
times, causing alternating rings 
ofsound and silence rippling away 
from the original sound.” 

Next to the final paragraph of 
“Ssh! Battlein Progress,” Dr. Ross 
also speaks of the “noise of thun- 
der” heard in Garrett County and 
southwestern Pennsylvania. 

ae The sounds of the initial 
clash of arms at Gettysburg had 
failed to reach the Union Army of 
the Potomac’s commander, Maj. 
Gen. George Meade at Taney- 
town, a dozen miles away. The 
battle sounds were, however, re- 
ported to be audiblein Pittsburgh, 
150 miles to the west.” 
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Placing time capsule at corner of church building. 
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St. Paul’s Time Capsule 


On September 29, 1996, mem- 
bers of St. Paul’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Accident, 
MD, witnessed the burial of a 
“time capsule.” The event marked 
the final one is a series of activi- 
ties to celebrate the church’s 
100th Anniversary year. 

“Actually, we went a little bit 
past the end of the Centennial 
Year,” said Pastor Nairn, “but 
the time capsule burial was de- 
layed by other Centennial 
events.” 

1895 Corner Stone 

Burying the time capsule was 
the second act of preserving some 
of the church’s memorabilia for 
future generations. It began with 
the removal of the building’s 
1895 cornerstone. The corner- 
stone was removed from the 
building on July 5, 1995, and its 
contents examined. Found 
within the stone were two news- 
papers, a tiny leather covered 
New Testament, a copy of the 
Discipline of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church and a souve- 
nir coin from the Chicago Co- 
lumbia Exposition of 1893. 

The 1895 Corner Stone has 
now been restored to its original 
position in the church’s exterior 
wall. It contains the recorded 
names of the members of the 
1895 congregation, names of 
present members, andthe names 
of the Anniversary Committee. 
Also included in the cornerstone 
was a copy of The Glades Star 
article about St. Paul’s Church, 
and list of gifts and memorials 
for the stained glass windows. 

Time Capsule 
A hollow corner stone was 


the method of preserving infor- 
mation 100 years ago. However, 
in keeping with current meth- 
ods of preservation, members of 
St. Paul’s congregation decided 
to use the time capsule as a 
second way to preserve Centen- 
nial Year memorabilia. Accord- 
ingly, plans were made for its 
location on the church property 
and items selected to be stored 
within it. 

If predictions for “life of ma- 
terial” are correct, all the items 
contained in the time capsule 
should be in excellent condition 
100 years from now. The cap- 
sule was made from a section of 
PVC pipe by Wendell Beitzel, 
who also fashioned the caps for 
the ends. [Manufactures of PVC 
pipe speak of the life of the ma- 
terial in terms of “hundreds of 
years;” amere one hundred years 
for the time capsule should not 
present any problem.] 

“Because the capsule isn’t too 
large,” said Pastor Nairn, “we 
gave quite a bit of thought to 
what went inside it. The con- 
sensus of opinion was that it 
should reflect past and present 
items concerning the church.” 

“First item selected was a 
small Holy Communion kit,” 
continued Nairn. “ That seemed 
very appropriate.” 

Then, the committee selected 
additional items. Included were 
a group of Church Service Bulle- 
tins that dealt specifically with 
the year’s Centennial, a current 
copy of a newspaper, copies of 
The Glades Star, photographs, 
and a booklet about the Centen- 
nial celebration. 
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Braddock’s Road crossed Savage Mountain near the rock. 


THE GLADES STAR 205 


A Vistt To St. John’s Rock 


By John Grant 


A promontory on top of Big 
Savage Mountain, St. John’s 
Rock, has been known for hun- 
dreds of years. In the mid-1700’s, 
Nemacolin’s Path went past it. 
Later, General Braddock’s mili- 
tary engineers built a road past 
it. For years, the rock marked 
the route for the “passage west- 
ward” into the frontier country 
beyond the Allegheny Mountains. 

Then in the early 1800’s the 
National Road was built and the 
old route past St. John’s Rock 
was left to become overgrown 
with small trees and scrub brush. 
Yet, this famous promontory is 
still noted on the Maryland Geo- 
logical Survey maps and can still 
be found by anyone taking the 
time to tramp through the woods 
in search of it. 

Tramping through the woods 
is exactly what your Editor did 
one mild day in February 1997, 
when the snow was almost gone. 
The trip to the summit of Big 
Savage Mountain was the result 
ofa desire to see something which 
he had heard about for years, but 
had not gotten around to seeing. 

Background 

A controversy still exists over 
the proper name for the rock. 
The mass of boulders which 
makes up the promontory has 
been noted on maps as “Saint 
Johns Rock” for over 100 years, 
but there is a possibility that 
“Saint John” may be a corruption 
of a former name. 

One side of the controversy 
says “consider the possibility” 
that there should be aname other 
than the Biblical “Saint John.” It 
is pointed out that the man who 
led Braddock’s Army Engineers 
over this particular part of Big 


Savage Mountain was Sir John 
Saint Clair. The rock should be 
called either “Sir John’s Rock” or 
“Saint Clair’s Rock,” but not 
“Saint John’s Rock.” 

It is maintained that the word 
“Saint” preceding John St. Clair’s 
name has been corrupted to “St. 
John” instead of “Sir John.” 

Those on the other side of the 
controversy point to the time of 
year that Sir John St. Clair might 
have reached the summit of the 
mountain; Saint John the Bap- 
tist Day, June 24. The name of 
another promontory on the moun- 
tain, Samson’s Rock, is pointed 
out as Biblical, and is offered as 
reasonable proof for the use of 
the name “St. John.” 

However, the date of June 24, 
1775, (St. John’s Day) is too late 
to match the chronology of Brad- 
dock’s march westward. 

The Rock Today 

Today, the mass of boulders 
called Saint John’s Rock can be 
found on the eastern edge of a 
glen on top of Big Savage Moun- 
tain, and rising about 15 feet 
above the surrounding area. The 
rocks themselves are rounded 
from centuries of erosion by the 
wind and adverse weather of 
Garrett County. 

Small tree stumps are still 
visible in the glen and one can 
assume that the timber was cut 
off this part of the mountain years 
ago. This assumption is reinforced 
by old lumber roads in the glen 
which intersect the route of 
Braddock’s Road. 

To the east of the glen can be 
seen the gullies marking branches 
of Sand Spring Run. It would 


Continued on Page 227 
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Inquiry From 
Member 


One of the Society members 
is seeking genealogical informa- 
tion about members of the 
COLLINS family. This is Harry 
D. Collins, 2024 Audubon Street, 
New Orleans, La. 70118, and he 
is seeking information on ances- 
tors, descendants, and siblings 
of GEORGE W. COLLINS. He 
presents the following informa- 
tion, requesting other members 
of the Society to give any assis- 
tance they can. 

George W. Collins, Garrett 
Co., Md. Born ca. 1822---(par- 
ents were born in Maryland, per 
1880 census.) Married Sara C. 
Junkins, 13 April, 1854. Chil- 
dren William D., George, Vir- 
ginia, James, Edward, Annie, 
Martha. 

George Collins was shown as 
a resident of Summitville 
(Altamont) in 1860; Oakland in 
1870; and Sang Run District in 
1880, according to census. 

Harry D. Collins great grand- 
father, William D. (Dorsey) 
Collins born ca. 1859, died 1889, 
buried in Ursina, Pa. Married 
Susan Vansickle. 

George W. Collins clan, ac- 
cording to family tradition, went 
west (possibly Oregon) about 
1900, following death of Harry 
D. Collins in 1889. (Death re- 
portedly due to a blasting acci- 
dent associated with either con- 
struction of a railroad tunnel or 
operation of a saw mill.) 

Harry C. Collins great grand- 
mother, Susan Vansickle Collins 
and her children declined to join 
the clan going west. They re- 
mained in the Ursina, Union- 
town, Pittsburgh region of Penn- 
sylvania, in the early 1900’s. 


To these items was added a 
very personal touch; letters from 
members of the congregation to 
members of the 2095 congrega- 
tion. 

“In your imagination, you can 
picture what might happen,” 
said Pastor Nairn with a smile. 
“Since this is a family oriented 
community there is the possibil- 
ity that in 2095, some one might 
be reading a letter from a great- 
grand parent.” 

Location 

The time capsule is buried in 
the ground between the church 
foundation and the entrance 
sidewalk, almost directly under 
the 1895 cornerstone and about 
three feet below the surface. 

To make sure that its loca- 
tion won't be lost, a plaque will 
be mounted on a wall inside the 
church giving directions to where 
the capsule is buried. 

And so, in the year 2095, the 
future congregation of Saint 
Paul’s church will be able to 
retrieve two sets of memorabilia; 
items in "the 1895 Corner Stone" 
and items in the “1995 Time 
Capsule.” Hopefully, they too 
will repeat the work done by 
today’s congregation so that 200 
years from now, in the year 2195, 
another group of St. Paul’s wor- 
shipers will be able to carry on 
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Since items on the reverse 
side of this page are displayed to be 
cut out, nothing concerning the his- 
tory of Garrett County is printed on 
this particular page. 
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DUES PAYABLE ...CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Dues for the ensuing year, beginning July 1, 1997, are 
payable as of that date. Dues will be delinquent after July 1st. 
Any member who has not paid dues by September 1, 1997, shall 
be automatically dropped from membership. Dues are $15.00 
and may be paid at any branch of the Ruth Enlow Library, or by 
mailing a check to Mrs. Kahl. 


Name 


Address 


Send to: Mrs. Randall R. Kahl 
877 Fricks Crossing Road 
Deer Park, MD 21550 


ORDER FORM FOR 
“DEEP CREEK LAKE PAST AND PRESENT” 


Please mail copies of the new publication to me at $10.00 
each plus $1.50 per copy to cover mailing costs. 


Send to: Mrs. Randall R. Kahl 
877 Fricks Crossing Road 
Deer Park, MD 21550 
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ANNUAL DINNER RESERVATIONS 


The annual dinner will be held on June 26, 1997 at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Bittinger Firehall, Bittinger, MD. Reservations must be 
made by June 16, 1997. Price of the meal is $10.00 per person. 


Please make reservations at $10.00 per person. 


Total amount enclosed 


Names for whom you are making reservations 


Send to: Mrs. Dorothy Cathell 
550 Liberty Street 
Oakland, MD 21550 


I would like to make a donation to the New Museum Fund 
of the Garrett County Historical Society in the amount of : 


If the donation is to be a memorial, please list the 
name or names of persons to be honored in the memorial. 


Send to: Mrs. Randall R. Kahl 
877 Fricks Crossing Road 
Deer Park, MD 21550 
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Since items on the reverse 
side of this page are displayed to be 
cut out, nothing concerning the his- 
tory of Garrett County is printed on 
this particular page. 
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Murley’s Run. 
Murley’s Run - Issac’s Camp 


There are many requests for 
historical information which 
come to The Glades Star, and 
generally the answers can be 
found fairly quickly. However, 
once in a while there is one that 
is intriguing ... but unanswer- 
able. A recent request for infor- 
mation is a good case in point. 

Back near the end of March, 
a request came in concerning 
Murley’s Run (or Murley 
Branch). It was from a Col. 
Morley, who was doing a genea- 
logical trace on various mem- 
bers of his family; through the 
years Murley was changed to 
Morley. A friend had pointed out 
that in the vicinity of Harrington 
Manor State Park there was a 
Murley’s Run. His request for 
information centered on the ori- 
gin of the name of this stream; 
was it tied to specific members 
of the Murley family? 


The only information that The 
Glades Star could give Col. 
Morley was the bit of history 
about George Washington 
spending the night there in Sep- 
tember, 1784, and Capt. Hoye’s 
manuscript note, “Too bad he 
didn’t know about Issac’s Camp.” 

Included in the reply to Col. 
Morley was a question about 
genealogy. “Was there ever an 
Issac Murley?” 

In April, Col. Morley wrote to 
say, “ I do not have a Murley in 
my data base whose given name 
was Issac. I do have an Issac 
Victor who married a Catherine 
Murley in 1784. .... [do not know 
if he came to America.” 

Can any members of the His- 
torical Society offer any addi- 
tional information on Murley’s 
Run, Branch, Glade and the 
name Issac Victor or Catherine 
Murley? 
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Deep Creek Lake 
Past and Present 


| Baudee over Deer G coh dake, Porte 37 


Route 219 





By the Garrett County Historical Society 


Cover page of Deep Creek book. 
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“Deep Creek Lake Past And Present” 


For over 70 years, it has been 
the center of recreation for 
Garrett County, Maryland, and 
surrounding counties of other 
states. 

At first, in the late 1920’s, it 
was called “the dam” by local 
residents. It was a natural refer- 
ence name because the dam im- 
pounding the waters of Deep 
Creek was the biggest man-made 
object ever constructed in Gar- 
rett County. However, time 
passed and new people moved 
into the area who were unaware 
of the massive size of the earth- 
filled dam which created the lake; 
it had taken on the appearance of 
part of the shore line. And so.... 
gradually .... the large body of 
water behind the dam assumed 
its proper name, “Deep Creek 
Lake.” 

The Booklet 

As with all recreational areas, 
countless photographs have been 
taken of Deep Creek Lake and its 
environs. In the pictures the 
water always looks the same, but 
the activities on the shore line 
have changed considerably. 

The Historical Society has put 
together a collection of “Lake” 
photographs with an accompa- 
nying text to make a 40 page 
booklet called, “Deep Creek Lake 
Past And Present.” 

In the booklet there are photo- 
graphs which show construction 
of the dam itself in amazing de- 
tail; there are pictures of early 
night spots on the lake such as 
Thayer’s Barn, Stone Tavern, and 
Cabin Lodge; there is a shot of 
the unique “Swan Boat” built by 
Noel Obenshain. 

Equally interesting are some 
of the anecdotes recorded in the 
historical text of the booklet. Sto- 
ries from men who actually hada 
handin building the dam; or “way 


out” stories of winter time ex- 
periments such as the “Ice Boat” 
and the “Ice Plane.” Included in 
the text is a story about Albert 
Einstein’s visit to Deep Creek 
Lake in September 1946. 

A pre-lake historical article in 
the booklet is called, “A Lake 
Within A Lake,” and tells about 
Lake Brown which was built on 
Deep Creek stream in the 1890's. 
Its breastwork still exists 30 feet 
beneath the surface of the present 
lake, 300 yards up-stream from 
Glendale Bridge. 

To Order 

For sale by the Society at 
$10.00 per copy, “Deep Creek 
Lake Past And Present” can be 
purchased through the mail from 
the Corresponding Secretary, 
Mrs. Randall R. Kahl. Her ad- 
dress is 877 Fricks Crossing Road, 
Deer Park, MD 21550. As a 
convenience to readers of The 
Glades Star, there is an order 
form in the center of this issue of 
the magazine. Don’t forget to add 
the $1.50 to cover mailing and 
handling costs. 


Continued from Page 223 
Lake. Another one is planned 
for Garrett County’s 125th An- 
niversary. 

The Future 

My parents were not born 
and raised in Garrett County, 
but I feel that all who live in this 
area should visit the museum ... 
at least once. Who knows, you 
might see something there that 
could have come from an ances- 
tor who moved to this area. I 
know the “Taliaferro” name is 
connected with the State of Vir- 
ginia. Perhaps one of them came 
to Garrett County and someday 
I might find something donated 
to the Society with the Taliaferro 
name on it. 
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A Place To Look And Learn 


by Michael Taliaferro 


[Ed. Note: This article was 
written prior to moving the mu- 
seum from Center Street to Sec- 
ond Street. However, it pro- 
vides a recall of the appearance 
of the museum by a student who 
visited there.] 

When a person thinks of mu- 
seums, the ones which come to 
mind are big ones in Paris, Lon- 
don, New York, or Washington. 
Usually, people don’t think that 
small ones might exist close at 
hand, such as the one in Oak- 
land. Do people in this area 
really know or realize that we 
have a nice, well stocked mu- 
seum here? Probably not. 

After the Garrett County His- 
torical Society was formed and 
incorporated as a non-profit or- 
ganization, the matter of pro- 
viding a museum with particu- 
lar relevance to Garrett County 
was planned. Eventually, a 
project manifested itselfand cen- 
tered on the idea of soliciting 
and preserving items connected 
with the history of Garrett 
County and its people. This 
principle remains effective to- 
day and has brought results on 
a profession level; a museum 
rather than a collection of gen- 
eral historical artifacts. 

In October, 1962, a commit- 
tee was formed to look into the 
question of purchasing a lot on 
which to build a museum. Sev- 
eral sites were examined, but 
were unsuitable or unobtain- 
able. Finally, Mrs. W.W. Grant, 
Sr., told the committee of a pos- 
sible solution to the problem. 
She suggested that the Histori- 
cal Society might be able to ob- 
tain the Episcopal Parish House. 
It was a well constructed brick 


building that had been erected 
onthe south side of Center Street 
in Oakland in 1935. The com- 
mittee contacted the Vestry of 
the church and the Society later 
purchased the building. 

Inside 

The museum has a lot of 
things which catch your eye when 
you enter the front door. The 
floors are hardwood, andaraised 
section in the back of the room is 
arranged to look like a bedroom 
and kitchen of the early 1800’s. 
There is an office area to the left 
of the entrance, raised above the 
floor, so those working there can 
oversee the visitors on this floor. 
To the right of the entrance is an 
old surrey that was used in the 
Oakland area around the turn of 
the century. 

Downstairs 

Below the main floor of the 
museum is a large basement 
room encircled with a three foot 
high ledge. On it are oak show- 
cases that were donated by the 
First National Bank and Trust 
of Oakland from an old store in 
Friendsville. The bank bought 
and razed this store in Friends- 
ville to make room for their 
Friendsville branch office and 
donated the showcases to the 
museum. The cases are used to 
display many small items, like 
arrow heads. 

Also in the basement are dis- 
plays that show Garrett County’s 
past and present. They include 
a large selection of Indian arti- 
facts, old farm tools, and sol- 
diers’ uniforms. In this same 
area is a display of items from 
the U.S.S. Garrett County. 

Upstairs 
Upstairs, on the main floor, 


THE GLADES STAR 223 


there are larger showcases that 
were donated from the Friends- 
ville store. Here you can see old 
toys, clothing and tableware. 
There is a display on one side 
depicting a coal mine with min- 
ing tools hanging on the wall. 
Near the coal mine display is a 
rack with books and pamphlets 
for sale by the Historical Soci- 
ety. 

Oakland was the center of a 
summer resort in the late 1800’s 
and early 1900’s. Many photo- 
graphs of the resort hotels and 
items from these hotels are dis- 
played in the center of the room 
on the main floor. Looking at 
these photos, one can imagine 
what this area looked like back 
in those times. These photos 
also make it easy to see what 
changes have taken place since 
that time. 

On one side of the main floor 
there is a series of displays be- 
ginning with the judicial system 
of the County and ending with 
one of the Mile Posts from the 
old National Road. 

Need For A Larger Museum 

When looking at all the dis- 
plays in this building, a person 
can see that the Historical Soci- 
ety is in need of more space to 
show all the items they have 
stored in the basement of the old 
Parish House. 

Mrs. Randall Kahl informed 
me that the Society is planning 
to move the museum to a new 
location. It will be in the Profes- 
sional Building in downtown 
Oakland. She also told me of the 
number of books and pamphlets 
which the Society publishes. 
She, and some other members, 
are working on a new publica- 
tion; this one about Deep Creek 
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Oakland Railroad 


Station 


by Aaron Baker 

[Ed. Note: This article was writ- 
ten following the student’s research 
and personal interview with 
Oakland’s Mayor, Asa McCain.] 

History 

The present Oakland Railroad 
Station was opened on June 20, 
1885. The designer was E. 
Francis Baldwin, who designed 
many stations for the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad. Many of them 
had a similar design, but not one 
of them was like another. 

The Oakland stationis a beau- 
tiful Victorian, Queen Annestyle. 
It is a center of attraction in 
Oakland and should be kept by 
the town because of great senti- 
mental value. 

It is the third building to serve 
as a station. The first one caught 
fire and burned down when The 
Glades Hotel burned in 1874. (It 
was across the tracks from the 
station.) A second small wooden 
station was erected by the Rail- 
road after the fire, andit was torn 
down on April 12, 1884 to make 
room for the new depot. 

On August 30, 1884, the foun- 
dation was laid for the new station. 
It was completed, except for some 
plastering, on January 17, 1885. 
On April 4, 1885, the finishing 
touches were completed on the new 
station. Now, Oakland hada struc- 
ture with brick walls, and a slate 
roof together with the distinctive 
round turret ofthe Victorian, Queen 
Anne style. 

The Glades Hotel and The 
Railroad Station 

Cause for building the new 
Railroad Station in 1884 was due 
to the Glades Hotel fire which 
destroyed the first station. This 
hotel was one which contributed 
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Garage now sits on log cabin site. 
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Finding - “Mineral Spring,” Garrett 
County, Maryland 


In the June, 1996, issue of 
The Glades Star, there was an 
article about finding the old New 
Germany Post Office site. The 
name “New Germany” is still 
applied to the local community 
where the post office was lo- 
cated and to the State Park there, 
even though the post office has 
been gone for a number of years. 

This past January, the name 
of another old Garrett County 
post office, “Mineral Spring,” ap- 
peared in print. However, un- 
like New Germany, the area 
around the old Mineral Spring 
Post Office site is not called that 
any more. Instead, it has been 
lost to the inclusive name,”Mill 
Run,” which has been applied to 
the entire area of Mill Run val- 
ley. 

Old Post Office Site 

Knowledge of the existence of 
the Mineral Spring Post Office 
came from a story written by 
Peggy Santamaria and printed 
in the January 2, 1997, issue of 
The Republican newspaper. Her 
story was about Mercy Chapel, 
which is located beside Mill Run 
of the Friendsville area, and not 
too far from the Youghiogheny 
River. One of the narrators of 
the “Mercy Chapel” story was 
Mrs. Helen Vitez, who men- 
tioned the fact that she lived 
beside Mill Run at the site of the 
old Mineral Spring post office. 
A Visit To “Mineral Spring, 

| Maryland” 

Curious about the location of 
the old post office, your Editor 
visited Mrs. Vitez at her home. 

“The spring of ‘Mineral 


Spring is right beside the house,” 
said Mrs. Vitez, pointing to a set 
of stone steps that went down 
about 7 feet below the northern 
side of her home. It was one of 
several things around her house 
and yard that identified the lo- 
cation of the small community 
once called “Mineral Spring.” 

Across the road there was the 
murmur of Mill Run as it ran 
westward to the Youghiogheny 
River, about 2 1/2 miles away. 

“Most of the people around 
here have wells,” continued Mrs. 
Vitez, “but I found that the spring 
water wasn’t too bad, so I use it 
in the house. Of course, I have 
an automatic filter system in 
the basement to make it drink- 
able.” 

The small settlement that 
was called “Mineral Spring” 
grew up in the mid-1800’s. It 
was the center of grist mills and 
saw mills that were in that part 
of the valley. Near the end of the 
1800’s, a lumber railroad was 
built beside Mill Run, and traces 
of it are still visible where it 
went through Mrs. Vitez’s prop- 
erty. “I think that I once read 
that there were seven mills of 
different types along the full 
length of Mill Run. A lot of local 
information was given to me by 
a Pennsylvania man named 
Baumgartner. He stopped by the 
house one day, years ago, and 
told me about some of the things 
that used to be around here.” 

Old Log Cabin 

A piece of the Mineral Spring 
community that once stood in 
the Vitez yard was an old log 
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cabin. 

“When we moved here about 
50 years ago, one of the old log 
houses was still standing. It 
was in pretty bad shape, so we 
tore it down.” Mrs. Vitez pointed 
to the back of the property. “It 
was located where the garage is 
now.” 

“Mr. Baumgartner showed 
me where there had been some 
more houses, the post office and 
a store. The area is now covered 
with grass, but here and there I 
can still find some of the founda- 
tion stones of those buildings.” 

“If you look closely, you can 
see where some of the stone side- 
walks ran thorough the town. 
They're also covered with grass, 
but all you need to do is poke an 
iron rod down in the slight de- 
pression formed by the walkway 
and you'll hit one of the stones.” 

Known To The Indians 

Of course, with an Indian 
town once existing not too far 
away at Friendsville, the ques- 
tion arises about Indians who 
might have camped near Min- 
eral Spring two centuries ago. 

“I haven’t seen any arrow 
heads to prove the Indians 
camped here, but I did find a 
scraping tool. It was lying on the 
ground here in the back yard ... 
near that bush. So, I guess the 
Indians hunted and fished and 
maybe had a camp along this 
part of Mill Run.” 

Today 

There is something nice about 
living on top of a piece of history. 
The valley formed by Mill Run, 
where Mrs. Vitez’s house is lo- 
cated, is only 200 years wide; its 
steep sides seem to form a closed 
area beside the stream. Yet, 


there are many other houses 
similarly located along the length 
of Mill Run. 

Traces of the seven saw and 
grist mills, which were built on 
Mill Run, are clearly visible; sev- 
eral in the back yards of modern 
homes. 

Mercy Chapel, the subject of 
Peggy Santamaria’s article in 
The Republican, is over a hun- 
dred years old. It sits on a bluff 
above Mill Run, and still func- 
tions as a center of worship. 
Under the guidance of Pastor 
Daymond Schmuck, members 
and visitors gather for Sunday 
services each week. Tombstones 
in the small cemetery beside the 
church building carry the names 
of families whose members still 
live in the Mill Run valley. 

But Mill Run valley is not the 
exclusive domain of Garret 
County people. There are sum- 
mer homes in the area, and a 
beautiful State recreation park 
has been built at the end of Mill 
Run where it joins the waters of 
the flood control reservoir built 
on the Youghiogheny River. 

Thus, between long time resi- 
dents like Mrs. Vitez, and sum- 
mer visitors who live in cottages 
or camp near the stream, local 
names such as “Mineral Spring” 
will not be forgotten in Mill Run 
valley. 
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Oakland and Garrett County. 

In addition, these plans would 
insure that many, many people 
would enjoy seeing the station as 
part of the town for years and 
years to come. Hopefully, future 
generations will feel the same 
way about the Oakland Railroad 
Station. 
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a lot to the growth of Oakland. 
Located beside the railroad 
tracks, it was the first “resort” 
hotel to be built in Oakland, and 
served as a “meal stop” for trains. 
The Glades Hotel was bought by 
John Dailey from the original 
owner, Perry Lyle. It burned in 
1874, and a new hotel was built 
in the same year. It stood in the 
area of the present Oakland park- 
ing lot. Years later, the second 
hotel also burned down. 

Both hotels were central meet- 
ing places for all people of the 
town of Oakland. Before the build- 
ing of the first courthouse, it also 
served as a center for certain 
parts of Garrett County govern- 
ment, such as sessions of the 
circuit court. 

The Station’s Future 

The town of Oakland would 
like to purchase the Railroad Sta- 
tion from the CSX corporation. 
An offer of $115,000.00 has been 
mentioned as the price for the 
building. In addition, the town 
would have to buy the side-tracks 
which are on the station prop- 
erty. 

Since it is a civic matter, the 
town would like to have CSX 
donate the station to Oakland. 
Part of this wish is the estimated 
cost of renovating the building to 
become a community center or an 
information center for tourists. 
It is located so that people can 
walk to it from the center of town 
or park in a newly designed town 
parking lot. 

It would be incorporated into 
a park developed along the Little 
Youghiogheny River complete 
with walking paths and picnic 
areas in the station area and 
beside the river. As such it would 
be a good tourist attraction anda 
source of pride for residents of 
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seem that Braddock’s Army En- 
gineers followed the route of this 
small stream to make their way 
to the top of the mountain. 

Six hundred yards northeast 
of the rock is deep cut marking 
the passage of Interstate 68 
through the top of Big Savage 
Mountain. Standing on the edge 
of this deep cut and looking down 
on the roadway below, a person 
can imagine modern construc- 
tion machinery moving tons of 
rock to make way for the new 
highway. 

By contrast, a person can look 
down from the top of St. John’s 
Rock and imagine soldiers toiling 
in the summer heat 240 years ago 
to cut the trees and clear the path 
for General Braddock’s Army to 
cross over the mountain. 

Reality Of The Mountain 

Often, when a person is in the 
woods, he is aware of the silence 
which is only broken by the wind 
whispering through the trees, or 
the “chirping” of birds as they 
search for seeds in the forest. 

Not true when standing near 
St. John’s Rock. 

There is the continuous whine 
of diesel engines as big tractor 
trailer trucks crawl up the east 
side of Big Savage Mountain, 
heading west on the new Inter- 
state. The sound of their motors 
supports the fact that even a 
modern traveler going westward 
through the Alleghenys is faced 
with the same reality as the early 
settlers “heading west;” regard- 
less of whether it is on foot, or by 
horse and wagon, or in a modern 
automobile or truck, it takes a 
quite a bit of effort to climb over 
the top of Big Savage Mountain 
in the area of St. John’s Rock. 
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Surrey in a pickup truck. 


The Day The Museum Was Moved 


Actually, “the day” turned out 
to be almost three weeks long. 

Originally, Friday morning, 
January 17th was set as “moving 
day,” and a group of volunteers 
showed up at the museum and 
started to carry out items as di- 
rected by President Cliff DeWitt 
and Curator Beth Friend. But 
that wasjust the beginning. Once 
started, the members of the His- 
torical Society discovered that 
moving the museum was like 
moving household goods; “the 
more you move, the more there is 
to be moved!” 

Most of that morning was de- 
voted to filling up small truck 
loads of things which could be 
carried out by individuals. Then, 
once these items were taken to 
the Professional Building to be- 
come part of the new museum, 
they had to be put in their new 
location. 

Mrs. Beth Friend had a floor 
plan made up showing where the 
various museum pieces were to 


be placed. All went well that day, 
but it was apparent that this was 
just the beginning of the job. In 
addition, came the sober realiza- 
tion that if the society wanted to 
sell the old museum building, it 
would have to be empty so that a 
prospective buyer could see ex- 
actly what was for sale. 

Andso, “moving day’ stretched 
into weeks. Finally came the day 
when the big display cases had to 
be moved, and, since this was 
Garrett County, there was asnow 
storm that day. Gary Fitzwater 
and his men, plus volunteers from 
the Society, pitched in and got 
the heavy display cases moved 
from Center Street to the new 
museum building on Second 
Street. 

What’s left? Now, there is the 
process of cataloging items, re- 
modeling cases so they fit the 
rooms, and arranging for the ex- 
pected June opening of the new 
museum. 
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Loading. 





Unloading. 
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John Grant looks at museum copy of newspaper. 


Old Issue Of The Glades Star 


The Glades Star title to the 
quarterly magazine published 
by the Historical Society comes 
from the first newspaper pub- 
lished in Oakland. This was 
during the time that Oakland 
was still a part of Allegheny 
County. Mr. E.S. Zevely was the 
editor and publisher, and the 
paper began publicationin 1871. 

From August 1871 to July 13, 
1872, Mr. Zevely published fifty 
two issue of a newspaper under 
three different titles. (1) The 
Glades Star (the exact number 
of issues is unknown). (2) The 
Civilian (nineteen issues bear- 
ing this title were published). 
(3) The Garrett Star (number of 
issues is unknown). 

Thus, for some reason, Mr. 
Zevely changed the name of his 
newspaper three times during 
its brief history. 

The oldest issue of The Glades 
Star still in existence is dated 


January 28, 1872. Boundin plas- 
tic, it is kept in the Society’s 
museum. 

Examination of the contents 
of this newspaper reveals that 
Zevely had a dual motive in pub- 
lishing the paper. The first ob- 
jective was to swell the clamor 
for creating a new county in this 
end of Maryland. In the Spring 
of 1872, the Maryland Legisla- 
ture passed the necessary legis- 
lation for a new county to be 
named for John W. Garrett, 
President of the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad. 

The second objective was to 
print excerpts from English and 
American literature, prose and 
poetry. 

Publication of the newspaper 
was paid for by advertising so- 
licited from local business and 
professional men in the Oak- 
land area. 
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McCullough from the late 1940’s, 
and possibly even knew Ray- 
mond before that time; my recol- 
lection is that I met him at some 
kind of a school function along 
with the late John Holman and 
others from Friendsville prior to 
W.W. II. Both Raymond and Jesse 
had an overwhelming interest in 
regional and local history. In ad- 
dition to the Historical Society, 
they were active members of the 
Friend Family Association and 
Council of the Alleghenies. 

During the early 1990’s, 
Raymond McCullough, as a 
former school person, gave some 
excellent pointers and sugges- 
tions for “Seedlings” It was an 
historical magazine directed to 
Elementary School aged students 
which the Society published for 2 
years beginning in 1990. Ray- 
mond seemed to know what would 
catch a student’s interest. 

Both Raymond and Jesse were 
excellent resource persons for 
facts about County history. Many 
times the questions of “where, 
when, or how” for a Glades Star 
article would prompt a visit to 
their homein Friendsville. A typi- 
cal reply from either of them 
would be, “Hmm. I recall that 
there is something here about 
that .... “ This would be followed 
by a short search in one of their 
many bookcases and they would 
produce a book or some pages of 
a manuscript which would an- 
swer the question. 

Paul and Ruth Calderwood 

Something of the same thing 
was true with Paul and Ruth 
Calderwood. Despite the fact 
that we lived in Deer Park at the 
same time ( early 1970’s), [really 
didn’t get to know them until I 
became active in the Historical 
Society in 1979. 

Later, when Maryland was ap- 
proaching its 350th Anniversary 


in 1984, Ruth was a member of 
the Maryland Heritage Commit- 
tee for Garrett County. Begin- 
ning 1n 1983, she was part of the 
planning of the celebration ac- 
tivities for Garrett County. Dur- 
ing 1984, she helped coordinate 
various groups in the County 
during the years’s activities. 

The Hon. Louis Goldstein was 
the principal speaker at the 1984 
program held at Garrett Com- 
munity College on July 29, 1984. 
Ruth Calderwood secured a copy 
of his speech, and it became a 
part of the material printed in 
the September issue of The 
Glades Star. Now, future genera- 
tions of Garrett County residents 
willknow thattheJuly 1984 event 
was important enough to have a 
State official as its main speaker. 

1984 was also the year that I 
became Editor of The Glades Star. 
Paul Calderwood was Managing 
Editor and an invaluable help to 
me during the first year of my 
Editorship. The result was that I 
began to visit the Calderwoods at 
their home in Deer Park and 
continued to do so until they 
moved to Mtn. Lake Park. 

Having been a flyer for over 40 
years, I thought the history of avia- 
tion in Garrett County was a topic 
which had been neglected in previ- 
ous issues of The Glades Star. So, I 
gathered together as much mate- 
rial as I could find and published it 
in the Dec. 1984, and Mar. 1985 
issues of the magazine. 

To my surprise, Paul Cal- 
derwood also had an interest in 
aviation, and supplied an excel- 
lent 1920’s story about an Army 
airplane that landed in a field 
behind the present home of “Bud” 
DeBerry in Deer Park. 

Walter “Doc” Price 

Walter Price was a man who 
did a great many things in his 
lifetime. He taught school during 
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the 1920’s , worked for the Fed- 
eral Government, and was a re- 
porter for a Washington newspa- 
per. Later he was educated to 
become an osteopath physician, 
and practiced until 1944. In that 
year he left the practice of osteo- 
pathic medicine and became a 
railroad telegraph operator. 

I first came to know “Doc” Price 
in the 1950’s while I worked for the 
B.& O. Railroad. Duringthese years 
I would see him in a railroad tower 
whenever I had work to do on the 
Cumberland Division. By the time 
I came to Deer Park in 1970, “Doc” 
had retired from the Railroad and 
gone back to writing and reporting 
as this time for The Glades Star. 

After I became Editor of the 
magazine in 1984, “Doc” helped 
me ina great many ways. Withis 
background of newspaper jour- 
nalism, he would often suggest 
ideas for Glades Star articles, or 
be able to add some information 
which made a good “follow-up” 
story on an article that had al- 
ready been published. 

I am sure that other Editors 
have hadaclose relationship with 
former members of the Histori- 
cal Society who have been a great 
help to them. Names like Ed. 
O’Donald, Dennis Rasch, Felix 
Robinson, and even Capt. Hoye 
come to mind along with many 
others. 

However, since the death of 
Ruth Calderwood, I would like to 
pause for a moment and present 
a written tribute to her and four 
other people; people who were 


friends and who gave so much of 
themselves to the Garrett County 
Historical Society. 


Former Society 
President Dies 


On Sunday, February 2, 1997, 
Mrs. Ruth F. Calderwood, former 
President of the Garrett County 
Historical Society, diedin Garrett 
Memorial Hospital, Oakland. 

Born April 19, 1908, in 
Herndon, Va., she was the daugh- 
ter of the late George C. and 
Susan D. French. She was pre- 
ceded in death by her husband, 
Paul T. Calderwood, in 1991. She 
is survived by one nephew and 
one niece. 

Ruth Calderwood was a very 
active, community minded per- 
son. A life member of the Garrett 
County Historical Society, she 
served as President, andin many 
other offices of the organization. 
For a number of years her great- 
est single interest was the 
Societys museum in Oakland. 

She was a member of the 
Youghiogheny Glades Chapter, 
Daughters of the American Revo- 
lution, the League of Women vot- 
ers of Garrett County and was a 
former member of the Republi- 
can State Central Committee. 

Funeral services for Ruth 
Calderwood were conducted 
Wednesday, February 5th by the 
Rev. Lynn Beckman and intern- 
ment was in the Deer Park Cem- 
etery. 
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Curator Beth Friend and President Cliff DeWitt welcome guests at 
Grand Opening. 
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Cliff and Larry at Annual Meeting. 


Thanks, Cliff... ... Ht, Larry! 


At the annual meeting in 
June, Clifford DeWitt turned 
over the presidency of The 
Garrett County Historical Soci- 
ety to Lawrence Cosner. The 
symbolic change of leadership 
was the final event of the meet- 
ing, and ended six years of ser- 
vice for Clifford as president. 

To say that Clifford DeWitt 
has been an “excellent” leader in 
the office of president is an un- 
derstatement. 

Most recently, he is the one 
who kept negotiations open when 
it seemed that the purchase of 
the Profession Building fora new 
museum had bogged down in a 
mire of confusion. Eventually, 
he brought the real estate pur- 
chase to aconclusion. Then, he 
successfully pursued the sale of 
the old museum building on Cen- 
ter Street, bringingit toaconclu- 
sion in April of this year. 

Thus, he departs as president 


with the Society’s gratitude for 
his six years of service. 

Lawrence Cosner brings to the 
presidency of the Society a back- 
ground of historical knowledge 
and physical participation in re- 
enactments of historical events. 
His great interest lies in Civil 
War history and he is a member 
of a Confederate re-enactment 
team. It is not at all unusual to 
see him here or there dressed in 
his Confederate soldier’s uni- 
form. 

As circulation manager of The 
Glades Star, he knows the wide 
reaches of the Society’s member- 
ship. It gives him a valuable 
insight as to how far decisions 
about the Society will travel. 

Thus, we welcome an active 
historian and research person as 
the new president of our Histori- 
cal Society. 
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Sale Of Old 
Museum Building 


On April 28, 1997, the His- 
torical Society concluded real 
estate negotiations and the sale 
of the old museum building on 
Center Street in Oakland took 
place. After deducting various 
fees connected with the sale of 
the property, the sum of $50,795 
was left for the Society. The 
money was immediately applied 
to the mortgage on the new build- 
ing. (A detailed accounting ofthe 
Museum Fundis on another page 
of this issue of The Glades Star.) 

Different prospective buyers 
had considered the purchase of 
the Center Street building, but 
each one had in mind a different 
use forit. The result was that for 
most of the proposed uses, exten- 
sive renovations had to be made, 
and this hampered the sale. 

Finally, there was an offer 
from Miss Jane Avery acting on 
behalf of a group which wanted 
to buy the building “as is” for a 
theatre. Now, the old museum 
building has taken on a different 
life, and will be known as “Our 
Town Theatre.” 


Don’t Miss It 


Don’t miss the Fund 
Raising Dinner 
and Auction 
on Sept. 18, 1997 


Details are on the 
pages 239 and 253 
of this issue of 
The Glades Star 





Dwight Foley Gift 


Mr. Dwight A. Foley (he has 
given us permission to use his 
name) recently donated 100 
shares of stock to the Society. 
Dwight Foley has been away from 
Garrett County for 25 years. He 
found the gift of “appreciated 
asset” to be a convenient way to 
contribute to our New Museum 
Fund. The Board of Directors 
was given the option to either 
hold or sell the stock; it voted to 
sell and apply the proceeds to the 
new building mortgage. Thesale 
netted the Society $1,193.95. 

Mr. Foley wrote in a recent 
letter, “It may bringin more funds 
from people like me who have 
moved away.” 

The Historical Society has the 
mechanism in place to accept “ap- 
preciated assets” from other 
people who may want to donate 
to the New Museum Fund in this 
manner. 
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Annual Meeting 
Held At Bittinger 


Over 150 friends and mem- 
bers of the Garrett County His- 
torical Society attended the an- 
nual banquet and business meet- 
ing held at the Bittinger Com- 
munity Center, Thursday 
evening, June 26, 1997. 

The evening began with the 
Rev. William Carlson giving the 
Invocation, and this was followed 
by the Pledge of Allegiance to the 
Flag. 

President Clifford DeWitt con- 
ducted the business meeting, 
which followed the meal. Usu- 
ally, the lastitem on the evening’s 
agenda is awarding the door 
prize. However, this year the 
recipient of the prize was deter- 
mined by a green card under the 
table placemats. Since the card 
might be lost when the kitchen 
volunteers cleared the table, the 
awarding of the door prize was 
the first thing on the evening’s 
programs vatty.sn was the 
winner, and she received a copy 
of the Society's new publication 
commemorating the 125th anni- 
versary year of Garrett County. 

Following the awarding of the 
door prize, Cliffordintroduced dis- 
tinguished guests who were 
present, including Mrs. Lillian 
Davis, who will celebrate 101 
years her next birthday. Prior to 
continuing with Society's business 
reports, Clifford took time to per- 
sonally thank the large number 
of people who had been involved 
in the work of opening the new 
museum building. Instead of giv- 
ing names for fear of missing 
someone, he described the vari- 
ous phases of the move from the 
old building to the new one. 

A vote of the members dis- 
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Annual Report of The Garrett County Historical Society 
May 31, 1996, to May 31, 1997 


Balance: Checking account May 31, 1996 


Receipts 


Less Total Disbursements 
Net Balance 
Other funds on Deposit: 


C.D., First United National Bank & Trust 


C.D., American Trust 
| Total Funds on Deposit 





pensed with the reading of the 
minutes of the June 20, 1996, 
meeting. Mr. Willard Haden, 
treasurer, presented the report 
of the finances of the Society. (It 
is published on the next page.) 
Willard was followed by Mrs. 
Martha Kahl, treasurer of the 
New Museum Fund. (Details of 
her report and latest donations 
to the fund are on another page 
of this issue of The Glades Star.) 

Mrs. Kahl, and also Mrs. Dor- 
othy Cathell, called attention to the 
Society's publications which were 
ona table atthe back of the banquet 
hall. In concluding her report on 
fundraising activities, Martha Kahl 
described the auction and fund rais- 
ing dinner to be held Thursday, 
September 18. 

In her report, Mrs. Beth 
Friend, curator of the Museum, 
also emphasized the help re- 
ceived in moving artifacts and 
opening the new museum build- 
ing. Included in her report were 
several amusing and interesting 
“finds” which came to light dur- 
ing the move. 

John Grant, editor of The 
Glades Star, gave a brief report 
on the Society’s quarterly publi- 
cation. In his thanks to mem- 
bers for their letters and sugges- 
tions, he gave a special thanks to 


nil Fe peel Layee 
$29,118.38 | 
$42,631.93 


$33,585.78 | 
$9,046.15 | 


$1,000.00 | 
$10,000.00 | 
$20,046.15 | 
Respectfully submitted, 
Willard Hayden, Treasurer | 


Mr. Matt. Novak of Southern 
High School, for the interest in 
history which he had created 
among his students. 

John Grant then introduced 
Mrs. Betty Van Newkirk, fea- 
tured speaker for the evening. 

Mrs. VanNewkirk spoke on 
the National Road and the con- 
trast to its predecessor, the 
Braddock Road. Her talk in- 
cluded construction details of the 
National Road surface and its 
bridges; why the Maryland route 
was chosen by the Federal Gov- 
ernment for building a road to 
the West; and what travel was 
like on the National Road during 
its busiest days. 

This meeting concluded the 
second term of Clifford DeWitt 
as president of the Historical So- 
ciety. He declined to serve a third 
term and the proposed slate of 
new officers who were elected 
inciuded Lawrence Cosner as 
new president. At the end of the 
evening’s program, Clifford 
turned over conduct of the meet- 
ing to Lawrence. 

Lawrence called on the Rev. 
William Carlson to offer the 
Benediction and close the an- 
nual banquet and business meet- 
ing of the Garrett County His- 
torical Society. 
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Mrs. Lillian Davis, 101, oldest member at Annual Meeting. 
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| The Garrett County Historical Society bought the Professional Building | 
in downtown Oakland on Dec. 23, 1996, from Dr. C.W. Fedde. 


The purchase price was 
We made a down payment of 
Leaving a balance of 
Our first 6 months was interest free. 


Our old building was sold on April 28, 1997; 
after closing costs we realized $50,795.00. 
We made the first payment on our mortgage on April 29, 1997, 


with a payment of 
Bringing our balance down to 


On May 26, 1997, we made another payment of 


Bringing the mortgage down to 


On June 19, 1997, we made a payment of 


Bringing our mortgage down to 


$89,000 | 
$9,000 
$80,000 


5,000 
$75,000 


This is the current amount of our mortgage. The next payment 


we make begins with 8% interest. 
Our current balance in savings is 
Our current balance in checking 1s 
Total Assets 


$7,803.02 


$757.26 
$8,560.28 


Submitted by Martha Kahl, Treasurer 


Fund Raising Committee, 6/23/97 





Museum Fund Raising Dinner 
and Auction 


Slightly different than the two 
previous dinners, the Historical 
Society has planned a third fund 
raising dinner for Sept. 18, 1997. 

What makes this one differ- 
ent is that it will feature an auc- 
tion as the evening’s program. 

Local members of the Society 
have gathered together a lot of 
small, worthwhile items, includ- 
ing crafts and gift certificates. 
The items range all the way from 
a new weed trimmer to books 
and oil paintings; the craft items 
are all new and from a local craft 
shop; the gift certificates are for 
services which include such 
things as automobile lubrication, 
etc. In addition, there will be 
some antique items which have 


been donated to the Society for 
this auction. 

The dinner and auction will 
be held at the same time and 
place as previous dinners: the 
Pleasant Valley Community 
Building on Joni Miller Road, 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. Price for 
the evening meal and auction is 
$10.00 per person. 

A reservation form is on the 
center page of this issue of The 
Glades Star. 

You are urged to send in your 
reservation form no later than 
Sept. 11, 1997. The seating ca- 
pacity of the dining hall is lim- 
ited and persons without a reser- 
vation cannot be admitted. 
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“Garrett County 125th Anniversary 
Photo Album” 


Published in time for the offi- 
cial 125th Anniversary date of 
November 4, 1872-1997, the 
Garrett County Historical Soci- 
ety has produced a beautiful 90 
page booklet called Garrett 
County 125th Anniversary Photo 
Album. The combination of text 
and photographs in this publica- 
tion is about the best one ever 
produced by the Historical Soci- 
ety. 

On the cover is a beautiful 
color photograph of the present 
Garrett County Court house as it 
looked before the new sections 
were added to the building. 
Within the booklet are pages of 
old and new photographs. They 
extend from the 1997 construc- 
tion of the new Glendale Bridge 
to an 1899 photograph of Bear 
Creek Lumber Company office 
and store in Friendsville. 

People are also included in 
the photographs. There is one of 
a parade in Oakland; the School 
Bus #4 in Jennings with John 
“Lou” Ross; and the Younkin 
Store in Grantsville with cus- 
tomers standing on the porch. 

One ofthe interesting features 
of this book is the arrangement 
of texts and photographs by dif- 
ferent communities. This ar- 
rangement gives people of a cer- 
tain area a chance to say, “ Oh! I 
remember that.” 

For example, there are four 
excellent photographs of the 1938 
flood in downtown Oakland. 
Fox’s Store, which stood as a 
landmark and gathering place 
for many years, is included as 
part of the section on 


Friendsville. Then, there is the 
intrigue of trying to guess where 
the Grantsville railroad station 
was located. 

The text for the photo album 
is drawn from many sources and 
includes facts as well as legends. 
There are quotations from the 
writings of Elizabeth West, 
Charles Hoye, and Stephen 
Schlosnagle. They carry bits of 
information that are often missed 
unless a person browses through 
many books. 

Perhaps the best words to 
describe the reason behind the 
collection of photographs and 
publication of Garrett County 
125th Anniversary Photo Album 
is to quote the final sentence of 
its Preface. 

“History is aconstantly evolv- 
ing process. As we look forward 
to the year 2,000 and the next 
century, let us not forget where 
we've been and what we’ve done 
- this is our history and heri- 
tage.” 

To Order 

For sale by the Society at 
$20.00 per copy, the publication 
can be purchased through the 
mail from the Corresponding Sec- 
retary, Mrs. Randall R. Kahl. 
Her address is: 

877 Fricks Crossing Road 

Deer Park, MD 21550. 

As aconvenience to readers of 
The Glades Star, there is an or- 
der form in the center of this 
issue of the magazine. Don’t 
forget to add $2.00 to cover mail- 
ing and handling costs. 
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Donations For New Museum Fund 


Latest individual donations to the New Mu- | 
| seum Fund which have been made by the follow- | 
| ing persons or organizations since up to July 1, 
1. 1997. 


Ann L. Borchert 
Donald & Edee Browning 
Civic Club of Oakland 
Joseph R. Conners 
James & Dorothy Cover 
Virginia Cummings 
Matt & Lindy Eary 
Richard & Victorial Evans 
Pauline Faucett 
First United National Bank & Trust 
Dwight Foley 
William P. Franklin 


Troy & Frances Gnegy 
Audra C. Hansen 
Ross C. Johnson 
Charles & Dorothy Morris 
Linda S. Overton 
Billie F. Pollard 
Proctor Kildow Post 71, American Legion 
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Memorial Donations List 


Latest Memorial donations to the New Museum Fund by individual 
and organizations up to July 1, 1997. 


In Memory Of 


Truman Ashby by Martha L. Ashby Rinehart 
Mr. & Mrs. Aubrey C. Brenneman by John & Leah Brenneman 
Rev. John G. Bruninger by Richard B. Miller 
Thomas Butscher by Brenda Butscher 
Ruth F. Calderwood by Deer Park Homemakers Club 
Confederate Soldiers of Garrett County 
by Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence E. Cosner 
Harry C. Edwards, Past Pres. GCHS, by Cecil & Wilma Edwards 
Mrs. Sadie Friend by office staff of Garrett County Clerk of 
Circuit Court 
William M. Goldsborough by Doris Goldsborough & family 
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Harned by Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Kahl 
Fred & Mary E. (Diehl) Holtschneider Family by H.O. McRobie 
Jessie G. McCullough by Jane G. Fox 
Matthew E. Martin & Lula C. Martin by Milton G. & 
Maxine V. Hart 
Cecelia Lawton Morgan by Jane D. Simmons 
Cecelia Lawton Morgan by Dorothy Cathell 
Cecelia Lawton Morgan by Barbara L. Foster 
Cecelia Lawton Morgan by Virginia Lawton 
The Benjamin F. Paugh & Hester Ann White family 
by Donald C. Kiefer, Sr. 
Eleanor & Walter Pollard by W. Weir Pollard III 
and Hildegard Pollard 
Bradley W. & Mina R. Rhodes by Len & Nancy O’Connor 
W. Albert Reichert & family by Laurence A. Reichert 
Benjamin F. & Elizabeth Smale Schoch (grandparents) 
Joseph T. & Carrie Lenia Browning Glotfelty (grandparents) 
Rolland G. & Margaret Glotfelty Schoch (parents) 
by granddaughter Lelia Elizabeth Schoch-Sproles-Carr 
Mr. & Mrs. Wm. Clarence Taylor by Mr. & Mrs. Wellington Welch 
James P. & Estelle Rasche Treacy by Maurice Treacy 
Mr. & Mrs. Norris Welch by Mr. & Mrs. Wellington Welch 


Correction To June 1997 Listing: 
Goldie Griffith Reckard was in “honor” not “memorial.” 
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Leo Beachy photograph of National Road, the "Ocean to Ocean 
Highway." 


2nd Vol. Leo Beachy 
Photographs Published 


Maxine Beachy Broadwater 
and Matthew Novak have com- 
piled a second volume of Leo 
Beachy photographs and writ- 
ings. Called Let My Highway 
Pictures Lead People, itis part of 
a longer quotation, “Let my high- 
way pictures lead people of this 
beloved land of mine,.......” This 
is a 52 page booklet which con- 
tains prints of glass plate photo- 
graphs taken by Leo Beachy 
along with some of his writing. 
The series of pictures are in keep- 
ing with the “highway” theme 
which show places along the 
Ocean To Ocean Highway (Na- 
tional Road.) 

Leo Beachy (1874 - 1927) grew 
up in the Grantsville area where 
he spent much of his adult life as 


a teacher and photographer. Al- 
though thousands of his nega- 
tives were accidently destroyed 
after his death, 2,500 of them 
were saved and given to his niece, 
Maxine Broadwater. 

Many ofthe photographs show 
different seasons on the high- 
way including spring floods, 
pleasant summer days, and win- 
ter snow drifts. Beginning with 
the Narrows in Cumberland, the 
series of photographs follows the 
highway through Maryland and 
into Pennsylvania. 

The booklet sells for$10.00(plus 
$3.00 for shipping and handling). 
Copies may be obtained by calling 
Maxine Broadwater at 301-895- 
5124, or writing to her at P. O. Box 
57, Grantsville, MD 21536. 
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Roosevelt Club package. 


“Political Surprise Package” 


What is it about? Well, it’s 
hard to say, but in the year 2036 
all will be revealed. 

As most of the members can 
guess, a lot of different items 
were re-discovered when the 
Society's artifacts were moved 
from the old building to the new 
museum. One of them was a 
package of papers belonging to 
The Roosevelt Club of Garrett 
County, Maryland. A sheet of 
typing paper was glued the out- 
side of the package with the fol- 
lowing message written in a bold 
hand. 

“Political Campaign of 1936 
Garrett County Maryland” 

Beneath this message are 
written the words, “Not to be 
opened until the year 2036.” 
Hence, the statement that all 
will be revealed in the year 2036. 

However, the sheet of typing 


paper glued to the outside gives 
a lot of information about what 
might be found within the pack- 
age. 
First is the title, The Roosevelt 
Club of Garrett County, Mary- 
land. Beneath this title is a rea- 
son why such a club exists: For 
Reelection of President Roosevelt 
and Congressman Lewis. Be- 
neath this is ... Headquarters: 
Oakland, Md. 

Back in the state elections of 
1934, the Republican Party of 
Garrett County scored a big vic- 
tory over the Democrats when 
Harry Nice was elected Gover- 
nor of Maryland. Wednesday 
night, following the Tuesday, 
November 6, 1934, vote, there 
was a big torch-light parade in 
Oakland. So following the old 
philosophy of“don’t get mad, just 
get even,” the Democrats of 
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Letter From Member About Cemeteries 


One of the Society members, Jeffrey H. Fowler, has spent several 
years noting the exact location of the cemeteries listed in the Garrett 
County Graves book and the #1 corrigendum to the book. However, 
there are eight listings which he cannot locate, and asks the help of 
other members who might know the exact location of these eight 
cemeteries. 

If you know the specific location of any of the following cemeteries or 
burials, please write to Mr. Fowler at 5817 Richardson Mews Square, 
Halethorp, MD 21227. 

1. Old Cutter Farm Cemetery. Noted as being on the Greg Horner 
farm, owned by Marion & Greg Horner. 

2. Winebrenner Cemetery, “GCG” p. 280. Noted as being located off 
old Rt. I-48 (now I-68). 

3. Yoder Family Plot, “GCG” p. 282. Noted as being “located on Rock 
Lodge Road about 1 mile east of Ruckle Family Plot.” 

4. Kerins Cemetery (also known as “Betsy Ann Graveyard”) “GCG” 
lst corrigendum p. 9. Noted as being in the “Bethlehem area, Deer 
Park, MD.” 

5. Unnamed Cemetery, “GCG” Ist corrigendum p. 10. Noted as being 
located between north and south prong of Lost Land Run, Bethlehem 
area. 

6. Peter J. Nair burial site, “GCG” p. 294. Noted as being “Interred 
in Oakland, MD, where he rests under a towering pine.” 

7. Lorine V. Bowser burial site, “GCG” p. 294. Nothing else given. 

8. Neville burial site, “GCG” p. 294. Noted as being “buried in 


Garrett County.” 


Garrett County really organized 
themselves for the 1936 election 
campaign. Apparently, The 
Roosevelt Club of Garrett 
County, Maryland, was part of 
the Democratic effort. 

The scope of this “Club” was 
county-wide, judging from the 
list of names of vice presidents 
printed on the sheet of typing 
paper: F.E. Spoerlein, Elmer 
Shaffer, Harvey Gortner, John 
W. Holman, Dr. C. Oscar Hall, 
William Johnson, Wade H. Lohr, 
Carroll Pattison, Bruce Lohr, 
Enoch Robinson, and Peter 
Pendergast. 

So when Franklin Roosevelt 
was elected for his second term 
as president of the United States, 


there was another torch light 
parade in Oakland — this time it 
was the Democrats who marched 
around town shouting victory 
slogans. Just how all this came 
about must be contained in the 
“Political Surprise Package” to 
be opened in the year 2036. 

There is one more question. 
How did the package happen to 
be in the safe keeping of the 
Garrett County Historical Soci- 
ety? 

The sheet of typing paper also 
gives this information. Upin the 
right-handcorner are printed the 
words, “ Sec.-Treas. Chas. E. 
Hoye” ... and Capt Hoye was one 
of the founders of the Historical 
Society. 
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DUES PAYABLE ... 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Dues for the ensuing year, beginning July 1, 1997, are payable as of 
that date; dues not paid by then will be considered delinquent. Any 
member who has not paid dues by September 1, 1997, shall be auto- 
matically dropped from membership. Dues are $15.00 per year and 
may be paid at any branch of the Ruth Enlow Library, or by mailing a 
check to Mrs. Kahl. 


Name 


Address: 


Send to: Mrs. Randall R. Kahl 
877 Fricks Crossing Road 
Deer Park, MD 21550 


Use this form for a change of address. 


ORDER FORM FOR 


GARRETT COUNTY 
125th ANNIVERSARY PHOTO ALBUM 


Please mail copies of the new publication to me at $20.00 each, 
plus $2.00 per copy to cover mailing costs. 


Name: 


Address: 


Send to: Mrs. Randall R. Kahl 
877 Fricks Crossing Road 
Deer Park, MD 21550 
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MUSEUM FUND RAISING 


DINNER AND AUCTION 
Thursday, Sept. 18, 6:30 p.m. 


Pleasant Valley Community Building, Joni Miller Rd. 
(next to Rigidply Rafters) Thursday, Sept. 18, 1997, 6:30 
p.m. Price $10.00 per person. Reservations must be made 
by Sept. 11. Evening program to be an auction. 


Please make reservations at $10.00 each. 


Total amount enclosed 


Send to: Mrs. Dorothy Cathell 
550 Liberty Street 
Oakland, MD 21550 


I would like to make a donation to the New Museum Fund of 
the Garrett County Historical Society in the amount of 


et oe 
Name: 


Address: 


If the donation is to be a memorial, please list the name or 
names of persons to be honored in the memorial. 


Send to: Mrs. Randall R. Kahl 
877 Fricks Crossing Road 
Deer Park, MD 21550 
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One of the long display cases in the hallway. 
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“Sang Run" provided music. 





Museum “Grand Opening” 


The afternoon ofSunday, May 
18, was part of a very eventful 
day; the weather moderated and 
the sun came out. It turned out to 
be a wonderful afternoon for the 
“Grand Opening” of the new mu- 
seum, the culmination of three 
months of work by Society volun- 
teers. Between 2 p.m. and5p.m., 
over 200 people visited the new 
museum. 

Preparations 

Preparations for the Grand 
Opening began with the move 
from the old building. Somehow, 
moving seemed to multiply the 
number of artifacts collected over 
the years. For a short time the 
question loomed, “How will we 
be able to exhibit all these things 
in the new museum?” 

But Curator Beth Friend had 
measured the rooms in the new 
building and drawn a floor plan 
to scale. She said, “The Civil War 
material goes here, the silver 


plate collection goes there..., etc. 
Soon, order came to the mass of 
artifacts which had been en- 
trusted to the Society. 

Then, the display cases from 
the old museum presented a dif- 
ferent kind of problem; some of 
them were too big for the space 
allotted in the new building. 

Originally, the display cases 
had been part of Fox’s Store in 
Friendsville, and were given to 
the Society for the old museum 
by the First National Bank of 
Oakland. The bank had bought 
the store property for the site of 
their new Friendsville Branch 
Office. 

After moving them to Oak- 
land, the cases were refinished 
by workmen from the Commu- 
nity Action Committee. They fit- 
ted very well into space provided 
in the old museum. However, the 
floor space in the new building 
was subdivided into smaller 
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rooms, which meant that many 
of the cases would not fit. 

The problem was solved by 
Bob Shaffer, who systematically 
took the old cases apart and cut 
them to fit the space needed in 
the new building. 

Once this work was com- 
pleted, Bob took on another and 
more intriguing problem: re- 
building the cast iron cooking 
stove that had stood for years in 
the old museum. It was part of 
an 1800s kitchen display, and 
fell apart when it was moved. 
Bob collected all the parts, and 
using a lot of iron wire, put it 
together again, piece by piece. 

Curator Beth Friend, Carol 
Davis, and Dorothy Cathell, along 
with Martha Kahl and others, set 
to work on the task of checking 
the catalogue of artifacts loaned 
or given to the Society for the old 
museum. Asmall exampie of cata- 
loging was the Bible for blind 
people which was featured in the 
June 1997 issue of The Glades 
Star; search revealed that no 
record could be found as to who 
donated the Bible. 

Today, visitors tothe museum 
can appreciate the detail task 
undertaken by these women 
when it is realized that every 
item exhibited in the museum is 
recorded and has a catalogue 
number. 

Thus went the work of mov- 
ing from one museum building 
to another during February, 
March, and April. President 
Clifford DeWitt exhibited monu- 
mental calm in arbitrating dis- 
putes that arose from time to 
time. In addition, he coordinated 
trucks and manpower needed to 
make the move. 

Grand Opening Day 

Finally came the time to talk 
about setting a date forthe Grand 


Opening. All persons present at 
the meeting felt that a date in 
May would be best, and Sunday, 
May 18 was chosen. 

Visitors who attended the 
Grand Opening were impressed 
by the large number of items 
displayed. Some of them had vis- 
ited the old museum at one time 
or another, but they were sur- 
prised by the number of items 
which they had not seen before. 

A good example was the 
Mickey’s Band display featuring 
uniforms and photographs. A lot 
of the older men who visited the 
display were either former mem- 
bers of the band or knew contem- 
poraries who had been in it. 
“There’s Eddie... Junior... Philip. 
My gosh ... I'd forgotten about 
Fred and Jay being members.” 
These were the usual comments 
as they gathered around the pho- 
tographs. 

... and so passed the hours of 
Sunday afternoon. Inside the 
building some of the women dis- 
pensed refreshments to the visi- 
tors while Sang Run, a local 
string band, entertained with 
music. 

Outside, parked along Second 
Street, were four vintage auto- 
mobiles. Each one of them, from 
the 1911 International to a pair 
of Model “A” Fords, was in work- 
ing order and attracted the at- 
tention of everyone who came to 
the Grand Opening. 

When the afternoon ended, the 
volunteers who had assisted with 
the Grand Opening felt a glow of 
pride. The months of preparation 
had finally come to an end. They 
were buoyed up by all of the favor- 
able comments, and decided that 
moving to the new building had 
been a worthwhile venture for the 
Garrett County Historical Soci- 
ety after all. 
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The "A B 1821" tombstone. 


‘es 


Who Was “A.B. 1821” ? 


by John A. Grant 


About six months ago, I was 
told of a “tombstone found in 
Mrs. Kay Offutt’s backyard” on 
Second Street here in Oakland. 
It was found by Fred and Chris- 
tiane Bergheim, who recently 
bought the property. They were 
rebuilding a wall in the back- 
yard and found the stone. 

The “Lost” Stone 

When I heard about it, the 
first thought which came to mind 
was that the Bergheims had 
found the lost North Meridian 
Stone, and not a tombstone. 

The North Meridian Stone 
was created back in 1897. It was 
a marker stone set by the Mary- 
land Geological Survey as part of 
a study to determine the exact 
latitude and longitude of Oak- 
land. At the same time the local 
magnetic declination was also 


determined. 

Two stones were set up to es- 
tablish the true north and south 
meridian; one was set on the 
Courthouse lawn (now the Board 
of Education building lawn) to 
be the south end of the meridian 
line. A second stone to mark the 
north end of the meridian was 
set on the hillside in the field of 
Mr. James Bishop, at the north 
end of Second Street. 

These two stones were big; 
made of granite they were 7" x 7" 
by 4% feet long. They were bur- 
ied in the ground, with about 5" 
extending above the surface. 

One day back in 1947, I was 
with the late Milton Sincell, 
county surveyor, who tried to find 
the North Meridian Stone. 
After looking around the fence 
row where it was supposed to be, 
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he said, “It’s gone! [ve seen it 
here a number of times, but now 
its gone.” 

After several minutes of pok- 
ing around, we concluded that 
for some unknown reason, some- 
one had dug up the stone and 
hauled it away. 

The “A.B. 1821” Stone 

And so ... when I set out to 
take pictures of the “tombstone” 
in Fred Bergheim’s backyard, I 
expected to see the 1897 North 
Meridian Stone which had dis- 
appeared over 50 years ago. In- 
stead, what [ saw turned out to 
be avery old, genuine tombstone 
carved from a piece of brown 
sandstone. [It resembled home- 
made tombstones which can be 
found in little country cemeter- 
ies all over Garrett County. How- 
ever, there was one exception to 
this particular tombstone’s ap- 
pearance; it did not have a fuli 
name engraved on it... only the 
initials “A.B.” and the date 
1 7 tn 

Thus, a mystery begins to un- 
fold. Who was “A.B.” and where 
was the grave which the tomb- 
stone was supposed to mark? 

Possible Solutions 


Research gives several pos- 


sible solutions to the mystery. 

Fifty years ago, Capt. Hoye 
recorded the following in some 
notes about Oakland. 

“The first settler of later Oak- 
land was aman named Boyle, an 
old Hollander who lived for a 
time near a buffalo and Indian 
trail which forded the Little 
Youghiogheny between the later- 
named Hooppole Ridge to the 
north and McCarty Hill to the 
south. Prior to 1798, Charles 
Friend had a tract of land sur- 
veyed in that area which he 
named ‘Boyle’s Sorrow.” 


“In 1796, Eric Bollman, a Ger- 
man traveling west with the land 
speculator, General Irwin of Bal- 
timore, spent a night with Boyle 
on the Little Yough.” 

Capt. Hoye further speculated 
that some years later William 
Armstrong and his wife moved 
into the Boyle cabin, and oper- 
ated the place as Armstrong’s 
Tavern. 

Since the house on Second 
Street has a big spring in the 
back yard, and since it is within 
200 yards of the old “Glades 
Path,” perhaps Boyle built a 
cabin near the spring after sell- 
ing to the Armstrongs. If this 
assumption is correct, then the 
tombstone could have been for 
Boyle or some member of his 
family who was buried nearby. 

Then there is another solu- 
tion. The second owner of the 
present red brick house was Dr. 
N.I. Broadwater. With the letter 
“B” inscribed on the tombstone, 
it could have been for some an- 
cestor of Dr. Broadwater, whose 
grave was lost, and he was given 
care of the tombstone. 

Finally, Mrs. Kay Offutt lived 
in the house for about 60 years. 
She was a collector of antiques, 
and perhaps acquired the tomb- 
stone is some odd way while 
searching for antiques. Not 
knowing what to do with it, she 
put it on the backyard stone wall 
until such time as she could dis- 
pose of it ... ... and then it was 
forgotten until Fred and 
Christiane Bergheim found it. 

One of the solutions could be 
correct, or all of them could be 
wrong. If any of the readers can 
offer a suggestion as to the iden- 
tity of “A.B. 1821,” please write 
to me at 115 N. Second Street, 
Oakland, MD 21550. 
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The "old" Glendale bridge. 





Only the center pier remains. 
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Farewell Glendale Bridge 


Part I 


Ed. Note: Ed King is a good real 
estate salesman, but in this ar- 
ticle he also proves himself to be 
a good writer. He has given the 
old Glendale Bridge a voice and 
combined it with history of that 
section of Deep Creek Lake. 

The text which follows, Ed 
King wrote for the August 15, 
1996, issue of The Republican 
newspaper, roughly three weeks 
before the bridge was to be closed 
for demolition. 

Introduction 

The Glendale Bridge is a land- 
mark on Deep Creek Lake. As it 
is about to be razed, I feel sad- 
dened. This bridge means so 
much to many of us in Garrett 
County and at Deep Creek. Al- 
though we are about to receive a 
new structure which will oe more 
serviceable, many of us will miss 
the old bridge. 

I have several special inter- 
ests in the bridge. First of all, my 
career was with American Bridge 
Division of U. S. Steel. And al- 
though I worked on many famous 
structures, such as the New River 
Gorge Bridge and the Chesapeake 
Bay Bridge, none hold the ro- 
mance of the Glendale Bridge, 
which was built in 1924 before 
many of us were born. Second, 
and far more importantly, I have 
admired the Glendale Bridge since 
I was a child and have many 
memories of bridge happenings. 
Foremost of these is the “friendly 
wave’ - most of the time - of pass- 
ing drivers as each yields to on- 
coming traffic. 

The bridge, for purposes of this 
story, will be telling its story in the 
first person. Some of the memories 
are my own, but many are stories 
that others have related to me. 


Therefore, the bridge will tell its 
own story as we celebrate 72 years 
of her serving us and looking over 
us at Deep Creek Lake. 

The Bridge Speaks 

Memories! I have so many, 
it’s difficult to know where to 
begin. Perhaps I should say a 
word about my beginnings. I was 
positioned between two cliffs in 
an area known as The Narrows, 
just beneath the “Cat Rocks” 
where Meshach Browning hunt- 
ed years before. I was built by 
the McClintic-Marshall Com- 
pany of Pittsburgh, Pa., in 1924. 
That’s when some special memo- 
ries began. 

Memories of nature are prob- 
ably some of the best; consider- 
ing my size and height, there 
just isn’t much that I can’t see. 

To this day, I have not de- 
cided whichis better: the sunrise 
or the rising of a full moon. I 
suppose I would have to say it is 
the full moon coming up over 
Little Snaggy Mountain, because 
I get tosee that only oncea month 
if the weather is clear. The large 
yellow “moon ball” perches on 
top of the mountain. Then, as I 
lower my eyes, I see the reflec- 
tion across the water. No two 
views look alike. You see, the 
clouds and fog have ways of cre- 
ating aninfinite number of varia- 
tions on everything I see. 

Being outdoors 24 hours a day, 
I don’t miss anything. 

There are sunsets, northern 
lights, and millions of stars that 
fill a cold, clear winter’s night. I 
have seen beavers swim around 
my pier and abutments, deer 
swim across the lake, and the 
majestic bald eagle catch fish 
and then rest in a near-by tree. 
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The "new" Glendale bridge. 
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Through the years I have seen 
nearly every type of migrant bird 
from the tiniest hummingbird to 
the large whistling swan, loons, 
osprey, and even seagulls who 
come to visit the Lake from time 
to time. 
Boats 

Boredom is never a problem 
with me, especially during the 
boating season. 

I have watched the develop- 
ment of watercraft over the years, 
from canoes and homemade boats 
to the fastest and sleekest of 
today’s boats. I have seen beauti- 
ful people go by sporting their 
tans - sometimes their sunburns 
- as they pass beneath me. 

I recall the homemade ice- 
boat of Bud Vanveh’s driven bya 
large propeller, and the 2-cylin- 
der, 10 HP Johnson engine with 
its small gas tank on top, and 
compression release on one cy!- 
inder for ease of starting. Now, 
there are personal watercraft 
with engines powerful enough to 
pull a waterskier. 

I will never forget the Swan 
Boat lowering its graceful head 
to get under my bottom steel 
beams. In the wintertime its in- 
ventor, Mr. Obenshain, would go 
to the Baptist Church on Sunday 
morning on ice skates, moved 
along by a hand-held sail. Oh, for 
the glory of the romantic ma- 
hogany boats by Century, Chris 
Craft, and Dumphy. Then, there 
were boats that couldn’t pass be- 
neath my beams because of high 
windshields, roofs, or masts. 

One of my closest neighbors 
was the late George McLaughlin, 
who for so many years tried to 
have me raised by various public 
authorities; that is, physically 
lifted up higher in the air to per- 
mit Flying Scot sailboats to pass 
beneath me. Gee... ifonly he had 


succeeded I could have seen many 
miles farther away. Also, the 
Yacht Club could have had a 
special regatta each year to sail 
beneath me. You see, George - 
known to many as “Old Blue 
Sails” - was a very accomplished 
sailor and would have loved to 
pass by my barrier to the south- 
ern end of Deep Creek. 

I have watched expert wind- 
surfers and catamaran enthusi- 
asts come to the lake. They gen- 
erally come to a spot just off my 
north side, close to the Deep 
Creek Lake State Park. Here the 
wind comes from the northwest 
and is literally funneled into the 
slot. For these high-performance 
boats, it’s just the ticket. In the 
late evening, and even after dark, 
there was the hauntingly tran- 
quil beauty of “Old Blue Sails” 
gliding by in his Scot in what 
seemed to be no breeze at all. 
Yes, he did have running lights 
on the Scot. 

People 

During the 1960s, the priests 
from the Carmelite Father’s 
monastery in Meadow Mountain 
Cove would swim all the way 
from the monastery (the present 
Carmel Cove Bed & Breakfast) 
to the cliffs at my east end. Here, 
while resting on the rocks, they 
would visit Fulcher and Marie 
Smith, whose home was situated 
there. Marie would serve the 
Fathers some of her home-baked 
treats; then, they would swim 
back to the monastery. During 
the same period, the Deep Creek 
Water-ski Club would hold ski 
shows at the State Park Beach. 
They moored their skijump plat- 
form there, which was the high- 
light of the show. 

Back in the 1940s I enjoyed 
seeing the campers who pitched 
their tents on the rocks where the 
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smiths later built their home. One 
group I recall in particular was 
some men from a church in 
Uniontown. They had two young 
boys with them who had asked 
their father for permission to go 
swimming. His reply was, “No, 
your mother told me not to let you 
go swimming.” Later, the pastor 
and the boys slipped away from 
the camp, hung their underwear 
on a willow twig, and dove into 
the water just like the Pharaoh’s 
daughter did on the Nile. 

These same two boys, after 
their skinny-dip, tried to catch a 
groundhog in a burlap bag. The 
groundhog was on one of my lower 
beams. Rather that crawling into 
the bag, Mr. Groundhog chose 
the crash course of diving into 
the water and swimming away 
from the boys. 

“Pete” Smith 

Watching Fulcher Smith as 
he labored for years with hand 
tools to clear the top of Narrows 
Hill and builda stone wall around 
the promontory to my east was 
quitea sight. Fulcher’s nickname 
was “Pete” andeveryone referred 
to his mountain project as “Pete’s 
Pinnacle.” Today, this is the new 
lake access community known 
as “The Pinnacle.” 

The vista from The Pinnacle 
is inspiring, and Pete wanted it 
to be available for everyone to 
enjoy. Many did enjoy it; how- 
ever, vandals pushed his Roman- 
style walls over the hillside and 
this took away a lot of his enthu- 
siasm. In an articledated March 
31, 1970, signed by Pete Smith, 
he closes with these words, “God 
willing, I hope the Pinnacle will 
be enjoyed by our visitors for 
many years to come.” 

It has come true, Pete. Daily 
I observe people driving around 
or walking through The Pinnacle, 


enjoying your dream. 
Water and Fish 

There are many memories of 
fishing, too. Everything from 
small catfish and crappies to 
large pikes have been caught in 
my shadows. I have witnessed 
the thrill of children catching 
their very first fish and ofa young 
boy catching the prize fish of the 
year, a 45" northern pike. 

Back in the days of Model 
“T’s” and Model “A’s,” during the 
Depression, I saw men trap yel- 
low perch by the hundreds at 
night. They would lower their 
homemade fish traps containing 
loaves of bread over my railing 


- onropes. Then, off they would go 


to Stone Tavern for a few beers. 
Later, they would raise the traps, 
“ice-down” their catch in large 
tubs, and return home. It wasn’t 
a legal activity then, but then 
neither was the Depression an 
easy situation to survive. 
Seasons 

Winter is very interesting. The 
ice fishing is great when the ice is 
thick; however, when the Spring 
Thaw begins, fishermen must be 
cautious of shifting winds blow- 
ing the ice away from the shore- 
line. This condition once occurred, 
leaving fishermen afloat with no 
contact to the shore. Thanks to a 
DNR Rescue Team the men were 
brought safely ashore. 

Snowmobilers give me the 
shivers! And it’s not because of 
cold temperatures. 

Under my west abutment isa 
spring where the warmer water 
keeps the lake from freezing - 
not a good spot for snowmobiles. 
Then, I have seen several very 
serious accidents: sleds either 
running over thin ice and falling 
through or hitting a compression 
bump in the ice and going air- 
borne. 
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Mount Zion School. 


One Room School 


by Jayne Lynn Tichinel 


Mt. Zion School was located 
one and one half mile south of 
Route 135 beside the Mt. Zion 
Road on land owned by Willie 
Harvey. He ailowed the commu- 
nity to build a school on his pro- 
perty because his family had 
school-age children. It was aone 
room building, made of wood with 
wooden floors and insulated with 
cardboard. The exterior was cov- 
ered with shingles. 

In front of the school was a 
well with a pump. There were 
two outhouses behind the school: 
one for boys and one for girls. 

Just inside the front door was 
asmall area for coats, hats, boots 
and umbrellas. The classroom 
was just beyond this small area, 
where classes were taught for 
grades one through six. 

The school was heated by a 
pot-belly stove that sat in the 
middle of the classroom. Every 
morning before school started, a 
boy would go to school early and 
carry in wood and coal for that 


day, then he would makea firein 
the stove. When the teacher and 
students got to school, the class- 
room would be warm. 

In the 1940s, two teachers, 
Mr. and Mrs Garrett, started 
teaching at Mt. Zion School. The 
husband and wife lived in a 
trailer behind the school with 
their son Danny. The Garretts 
wanted the school enlarged to 
have two class rooms: one for 
grades one to three, and another 
for grades four to six. 

The Garretts went before the 
School Board with a plan of add- 
ing a second room to the back of 
the existing school building. This 
addition would make it possible 
to separate the grades. The plan 
was approved; Mrs. Garrett 
taught grades one through three 
in one room, and Mr. Garrett 
taught grades four through six 
in the other. 

Interviews With Former 
Students 
First Interview: Sylvia 
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(Paugh) Tichinel, my grand- 
mother. She told me that she had 
a speech problem and that Mrs. 
Garrett would take her into the 
hallway for special instruction. 
There was a bench there that 
they would sit on, and Mrs. 
Garrett would teach her how to 
pronounce the words she had 
problems with. She also remem- 
bered that in the Fall they would 
clean the school yard and carry 
the leaves across the road and 
dump them in the woods. Once 
when she was returning from 
dumping the leaves she was 
struck by a police car, but was 
not seriously hurt. 

Second Interview: Dale 
Tasker. Oneof his favorite 
memories was recess time. This 
was because he got to go outside 
and play. The teacher had a bell 
that she would ring when it was 
time for recess and would ring it 
again when recess was over. 

During the warmer months, 
the students grew a garden full 
of vegetables for sale and used 
the money for school activities. 

Daleremembers that they used 
oil lamps to light the school until 
they got electricity. He remem- 
bers one morning when the 
teacher came into the class room 
and put her hand on a switch on 
the wall. Then she flipped it on 
and yelled, “We have electricity!” 

He also recalled some of the 
personal habits of the students 
at Mt. Zion School. During warm 
months, the students would at- 
tend school bare footed. When 
ramps were in season, some of 
them would eat lots of ramps so 
they would be sent home because 
they smelled so bad. One day a 
boy got mad and ran away from 
school. Mr. Garrett went after 
him and brought him back, but 
the boy kicked and fought all the 
way. Mr. Garrett was not sure 
who received the worse punish- 


ment, teacher or student. 

Third Interview: Harold 
Paugh. Several things were out- 
standing in Harold’s memory. 
One was riding “he school bus on 
field trips to Was a1ington, D.C., 
and to different places in Garrett 
County, where the whole group 
would have a picnic. 

He also remembers some of 
the school discipline. When a 
student was bad, the teacher 
would get a switch and make 
him hold up his hands to be 
switched across the palms. The 
main source of trouble was pull- 
ing another student’s hair or ar- 
guing with one another. 

Fourth Interview: Alice 
Howard. Miss Howard was nota 
former student, but one of the 
teachers who taught at Mt. Zion 
School during World War II. 

One thing Mrs. Howard re- 
members is how hard it was to 
get to school in the winter be- 
cause the side roads were barely 
plowed. The result was that if 
the teacher could not make it to 
school, the school was closed for 
that day. 

Her favorite recollection of 
teaching at Mt. Zion was the 
student’s willingness to learn. She 
had few discipline problems, be- 
cause she had been taught how to 
maintain control in a classroom. 

With reference to electricity, 
Mrs. Howard said that when she 
taught at Mt. Zion, oil lamps 
were still in use. 

Mt. Zion Schoo! Closed 

In 1957, Mt. Zion School was 
closed and the students bused to 
Kitzmiller. The school building 
was used for living purposes un- 
til 1986, when it caught fire and 
burned down. Only the smoke 
stack remains to mark where it 
stood, and even it is crumbling 
away due to weather and time. 
Soon, nothing will be left of Mt. 
Zion School but memories. 





THE GLADES STAR 271 








Southern High student writers. Left to right, Jackie Mattingly, 
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Jayne Tichinel, Mike Taliaferro, Aaron Baker, Maggie Hardesty. 


Black Hawk Elementary School 


This article is based on an in- 
terview conducted by Jackie 
Mattingly with Betty Mattingly. 

Location 

Black Hawk School was located 
in the eastern part of Garrett 
County at the forks of Black Hawk 
School Road and the Dry Run 
Road. The school is no longer 
there, and the area is overgrown 
with trees and brush. 

Facilities 

Black Hawk School was a one 
room school. The first school lo- 
cated there was burned down. 
Rumors circulated that the fire 
was the result of a disagreement 
among the school trustees. 

The second school was a long 
white building with a row of tall 
windows along the sunny side. 
On the opposite side, the win- 
dows were high and used mostly 
for ventilation. Occasionally, in 
the spring of the year some of the 
more daring students would eat 
ramps. The teacher made them 
sit on the side with the high win- 
dows. 

As a person entered the build- 
ing he saw a vestibule with hooks 


for hats and coats and a shelf for 
lunch boxes. In the center of the 
school there was a large pot-belly 
stove with a tin covering around 
three sides. Often in the winter 
time, students would hang wet 
stockings and other articles of 
clothing around the stove to dry. 

Students helped keep the school 
neat and clean by washing win- 
dows, emptying waste baskets, and - 
cleaning blackboards. Someone 
would bring in water to drink, and 
wood and coal for heat. There was 
no telephone or electricity. 

The outside buildings consisted 
of a small house over the well 
where water for the school was 
pumped and carried inside. An- 
other building was used to store 
coal and wood, and there were 
two outside toilets. 

Food 

“During. the time I went to 
school at Black Hawk, there was 
an appropriation from the county 
to help with food. I remember 
some of the girls would go to a 
nearby house and make potato 
soup and hot chocolate, then carry 
it in large kettles to the school. 





Most ofthe time, however, lunches 
were brought from home. Some of 
the kids would have sandwiches 
made by rolling up meat orjellyin 
buckwheat cakes.” 

Teaching 

There were seven grades in the 
school with one teacher to teach all 
classes. As the older students fin- 
ished their work, they would spend 
time helping the younger children 
with their assignments. 

“It seems we were all very seri- 
ous about learning and competi- 
tion was great. Spelling bees were 
held every week and there seemed 
to be time for singing and art 
along with the usual reading, 
writing and arithmetic. I always 
thought school was fun!” 

Recreation 

Since there was a wooded area 
around the school, many games 
were played in the woods. 

“I can remember one of the 
favorite games was ‘tree tag.’ We 
would climb up small, limber trees 
and swing from on to another. 
One vivid memory I have was 
helping a boy whose tree would 
not bend enough to reach the 
ground; we pulled to help him 
down and accidently pulled offhis 
pants instead. Also, the children 
would clean out areas of woods for 
make-believe houses, creating 
chairs and other furniture from 
stumps and rocks; gathering moss 
for soft seats.” 

Another favorite game for the 
students was soft ball. Almost 
every pretty day twoleaders would 
be selected to choose up sides and 
take turns picking team mates 
from everyone in the school who 
wanted to play. 

“It seems that the bigger kids 
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would take care of the little ones 
- I can’t remember anyone fight- 
ing or picking on anyone.” 

“Qn special occasions we were 
allowed to take walks through the 
woods and gather flowers, rocks, 
etc.” 

Transportation 

“The first school bus I can re- 
member was an old panel truck, 
formerly used as a bread truck, in 
which bench seats were built along 
each side. [hadaboutamiletowalk 
from our farm to the bus stop, but 
sometimes when the roads were 
drifted with snow, we had to walk 
another mile tocatch the bus. A few 
times when it was really cold our 
parentsor grandparents wouldtake 
us to and from the bus stop in a 
horse drawn bobsled.” 

“There were four students in 
my grade - all cousins. When we 
graduated from Black Hawk 
School, we had to drive to Swanton 
for the ceremonies. I can still 
remember the dress I wore to 
graduation. Itwas blue with white 
flowers and I got a new pair of 
white shoes to wear with it. Most 
of the time during myschool days, 
we had only one pair of shoes to 
wear all winter. Since there were 
so many rocks around the play 
ground, the toes werescuffed thin. 
However, in warm weather we 
were allowed to go barefooted.” 

“After graduating from the sev- 
enth grade at Black Hawk School, 
I spent the next four years as a 
student at Oakland High School. 
Transportation was byschool bus, 
and I had tochange three times to 
get there. In the winter, I left 
home before dawn and got back 
again after sunset.” 
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Mary Lynn is now a teacher at Dennett Road School. 





Autumn Glory Festival Queen and The 
Garrett County Centennial Celebration 


“Looking back 25 years, some- 
one might say ‘it was like a 
dream, but not me,” said Mrs. 
Mary Lynn Gibson Bosley, 1972 
Autumn Glory Queen. “When we 
talk about events in terms of 
‘dreams’ everything has to be 
hazy. I clearly remember the 
Centennial Celebration, the Au- 
tumn Glory Parade, and every- 
thing else that went on.” 

A teacher at Dennett Road 
School, and married to her South- 
ern High School classmate, Jim 
Bosley, Mary Lynn was recalling 
the busy event of the 1972 Au- 
tumn Glory Festival, and the 
Garrett County Centennial Cel- 
ebration. 

Mary Lynn was a student at 
Southern High when she was 
chosen Queen in June of 1972. 


From the origin of the Festival, 
selection of the Festival Queen 
alternated between Northern 
and Southern. In 1972, it was 
Southern’s turn, and Mary Lynn 
was chosen. 

“Naturally, I was thrilled and 
felt very lucky,” she said looking 
at the photograph of herself be- 
ing crowned Queen by Kathleen 
Neff, Miss Maryland. “The cer- 
emony was part of a pageant 
which was supposed to take place 
on Southern’s athletic field, but 
bad weather forced it to bein the 
gymnasium.” 

Nowa teacher and the mother 
of two children, Mary Lynn is 
still involved in school activities 
with her husband, Jim Bosley, a 
teacher and coach at Southern 
High School. 
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Museum Visttors 


Displaying the artifacts which 
have been donated or loaned to 
the Historical Society is one of 
the functions of the Museum. It 
is the way in which visitors learn 
something of the history of 
Garrett County. Since the move 
to the new museum, there has 
been a dramatic increase in the 
number of visitors who have come 
to see what is on display. 

In 1995 there were 2,409 visi- 
tors to the old museum. In 1996 
there were only 2,271 visitors to 
the museum. In 1997 the His- 
torical Society moved the Mu- 
seum to downtown Oakland and 
up to October 11th, there have 
been 4,024 visitors who have 
come to see the Historical 
Society’s collection of artifacts. 


New Museum 
Winter Hours 


In response to many requests 
to see the museum and to do 
genealogical research during the 
winter months, please note the 
following schedule of “Winter 
Hours.” During the winter, the 
Museum will be open THURS- 
DAY and FRIDAY, 10 A.M. TO 4 
P.M., and SATURDAY, 10 A.M. 
TO 1 P.M. 


Museum Objects 


The readers of this issue will 
note that beginning on p. 306, 
there isa listing of objects loaned 
or donated to the museum dur- 
ing 1997. There are over 135 en- 
tries listed, along with the names 
of the people who presented them 
to the museum. 

These objects meet the termi- 
nology of “every size and de- 





scription.” For examplethere are 
small objects such as photo- 
graphs, books and toys. The 
larger objects include typewrit- 
ers, and a big portrait camera. 

For readers who miss the 
Marriage Records which usually 
appear in The Glades Star, they ll 
be included in the March 1998, 
issue of the magazine. 


Life Membership - 
$250 


Back in 1996, the dues struc- 
ture of the Historical Society was 
changed. Dues were increased to 
$15.00, and the Life Member- 
ship for $100.00 was eliminated. 
Since that time there have been 
requests to have the Life Mem- 
bership restored. The Board of 
Directors has restored this fea- 
ture of the dues structure; now 
the fee for a Life Membership is 
$250. 
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THE SOCIETY’S OBJECT 

The purpose of this Society 
shall be to discover, secure and 
preserve whatever relates to the 
history of the area, and to dis- 
seminate knowledge of our local 
history among our people. 
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land. FOR SALE by the secre- 
tary and at the Ruth Enlow Li- 
brary. Single copy $3.75 

MEMBERSHIP: Annual 
membership fee is $15.00; life 
membership, $250.00. The four 
issues of this quarterly bulletin, 
THE GLADES STAR, are in- 
cluded with each membership. 

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to Glades Star, 877 
Fricks Crossing Road, Deer Park, 
MD 21550. 

CORRESPONDENCE: 
Glades Star, 107 S. Second 
Street, Oakland, MD 21550. 


1997 Constitution 
of the Historical 


Society 
PREAMBLE 


Whereas, our present civili- 
zation is built upon the accom- 
plishments of the past, and our 
hope of future progress rests upon 
the same foundations, and 

Whereas, it is proper and nec- 
essary that we preserve the his- 
tory of the motives and deeds of 
those who formerly inhabited 
this region: 

Therefore we hereby ordain 
and adopt this Constitution. 

ARTICLE I -- NAME 

The name of this organiza- 
tion shall be THE GARRETT 
COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCI- 
ETY, INCORPORATED, Oak- 
land, Maryland. 

ARTICLE Il -- OBJECTS 
Section 1. The purpose of the 
Society shall be to discover, se- 
cure and preserve whatever re- 
lates to the history of Garrett 
County, and its people and to 
disseminate knowledge of the 
history of Garrett County, and 
its people by the publication from 
time to time of books, papers, 
and bulletins having to do with 
such history. 

Section 2. The territory embraced 
by this Society shall include 
Garrett County, Maryland. This 
Society invites the cooperation 
of contiguous districts of West 
Virginia, Pennsylvania and 
Maryland. 

Section 3. The Society headquar- 
ters shall be at Oakland, Mary- 
land. 

ARTICLE Ill - MEMBERSHIP 
Section 1. The members of this 
Society shall be: 

(a) Regularmembers: Persons 
paying the regular membership 
fee, as set by the Board. 

(b) Life members: Persons 
paying a fee as set by the Board. 
ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS 
Continued on Page 279 
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166 members and friends attended the auction dinner. 


September 18th 
Fund-Raising Dinner And Auction 


The third and very successful 
New Museum Fund dinner was 
attended by 166 members and 
friends of the Historical Society. 
It was held on Thursday evening, 
September 18, 1997, at the Pleas- 
ant Valley Community Center, 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. Feature of 
the evening was an auction held 
after the meal. Offered for sale at 
auction were over 150 items and 
gift certificates donated by indi- 
viduals and businesses of the area. 

The evening began with Invo- 
cation by the Rev. John Grant. 
Dinner was served buffet style, 
which included several different 
types of dessert. Prior to the 
auction itself, Mrs. Martha Kahl 
gave a short report on the suc- 
cessful efforts to reduce the mort- 
gage on the New Museum. 

When the dinner and auction 
concluded, $2,354.00 had been 
raised to apply to the principal 
and interest on the mortgage. 


Auctioneers for the evening 
were Robert Custer and Leonard 
Custer. The first item offered for 
sale was a wreath made and 
donated by Matthew Novak. This 
sale was made at 7:20 p.m.; the 
final item was sold and the 
evening concluded at 10:30 p.m. 

Prior to the date of the auc- 
tion, raffle tickets were sold by 
members of the Society for two 
beautiful afghans. They were 
won that night by Mrs. Cheri 
Cosner, Troy, OH, and Mrs. Alice 
Smith, Accident, MD. Selling 
raffle tickets as a form of money 
raising has proven so successful 
that the Historical Society will 
raffle off a hand-painted picture 
of “Mitchell’s Barn,” and a hand 
made stained glass window hang- 
ing of a mallard duck. A photo- 
graph of each of these items and 
raffle tickets form a part of the 
“center fold” of this issue of The 
Glades Star. 
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Alice Smith won one of two afghans. 
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Continued from Page 276 
Section 1. The officers shall be 
President, lst Vice-President, 
2nd Vice President, Secretary, 
Assistant Secretary, Correspond- 
ing Secretary, Treasurer, Edi- 
tor, Circulation Manager, Cura- 
tor and Assistant Curator. 
Section 2. Election of officers 
shall be conducted at the annual 
general meeting of the Society. 
Those elected shall assume their 
duties at the conclusion of the 
general meeting. 

Section 3. In addition to the 
officers named in Section 1, there 
shall be elected a minimum of 
(nine) persons, and this number 
may be increased from time to 
time at the discretion of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee, to be desig- 
nated as Directors. 

Section 4. The President and 1st 
Vice President shall be elected 
in alternate years, toserve terms 
of two years. The 2nd Vice Presi- 
dent, Editor, Circulation Man- 
ager, Curator and Assistant Cu- 
rator shall be elected in alter- 
nate years for aterm of two years. 
The Secretary, Assistant Secre- 
tary, Corresponding Secretary, 
and Treasurer shall serve aterm 
of two years, their elections to be 
in mid-term of the President. 
Section 5. The Board of Direc- 
tors, together with the officers 
named in Section 1, shall act as 
an Executive Committee be- 
tween general meetings. Mem- 
bers of the Board shall serve 
terms of three years, but with 
over-lapping terms, with at least 
three Directors to be elected each 
year, the others to continue in 
office until succeeding years.The 
Board is empowered to prescribe 
the method of such over-lapping 
of groups of Directors. 

Section 6. Vacancies in any 
elected office shall be filled by 
the President, and by the elec- 
tion of majority vote of the Board, 
those named to hold office until a 
successor is elected. 


Section 7. Duties of officers shall 
be those usually exercised by 
them and other duties as are 
prescribed in the By-Laws. 
Elected Officers and Directors 
are expected to attend two-thirds 
of all meetings to maintain their 
seat on the Board. 

ARTICLE V - FINANCES 
Section 1. The financial support 
of the Society shall be by: 

(a) Donations by persons, groups 
and organizations. 

(b) Membership fees for regular 
members upon enrollment and 
each year thereafter. Each mem- 
bership shall receive the Society’s 
official publication, The Glades 
Star. 

(c) The Society’s year is from July 
1 to June 30. All dues must be 
paid on or before the end of each 
year. 

ARTICLE VI - AMENDMENTS 
Section 1. This Constitution may 
be amended by a two-thirds vote 
of members present at any meet- 
ing. The attendance of 12 mem-. 
bers is required as constituting a 
quorum. It is required that any 
proposed amendment shall have 
been presented in writing and 
read at the previous meeting. 

BY-LAWS 

Section 1. The regular annual 
meeting of the Society shall be 
heldon the last Thursday of June 
unless otherwise designated by 
the Board of Directors. 

Section 2. The order of business 
shall be: 

1. Call to order. 

2. Reading of the minutes. 

3. Reports of Officers and 
Committees. 

4. Unfinished business. 

5. New business. 

6. Good of the Society. 

7. Adjournment. 
Section 3. The President shall 
appoint the following standing 
committees: FINANCE, MU- 
SEUM, and such committees as 
may be needful. 


Continued on Page 289 
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Memorial Donations List 
Latest Memorial donations to the New Museum Fund by individuals 
and organizations up to September 18, 1997. 


In Memory Of 


Howard N. Barr Sr. by Gerald & Wilda Sanders 

Fred E. Beachy by Gonder Ins. Agency, Inc. 

Mrs. Violet Bowser by Judge & Mrs. Lewis R. Jones 

Frank C. Frantz by Hazel H. Frantz 

Norman & Lula Catherine Hoye Friend by Warren DeWitt 

Mrs. Ruth Harvey by Judge & Mrs. Lewis R. Jones 

Col. John Haig Jackson by Ruth R. Jackson 

Mrs. Ruby Johnson by John & Jean Grant 

Joseph Matthews by Gonder Ins. Agency, Inc. 

William Ashby Shirer by Jacquelyn L. Shirer 

Donald R. Sincell by Sincell Publishing Co., Inc. 

Capt. Jack Edward Weber, Ralph & Mary Weber 
by Mrs. Sue McClure Weber 

John R. Williams by Mildred Crane 


Donations For New Museum Fund 


Latest individual donations to the New Museum Fund which 
have been made by the following persons or organizations up to 
September 18, 1997. 


Mr. and Mrs. Willard Allen 

Dolores and Hugh Andrews 

Gladys Wensel Faherty 

Bonnie Fitzwater 

Jo Elizabeth Gergoff 

Linn and Anne Grant 

Caroline M. Hailey 

Elizabeth McComas 

McHenry Beverage Shoppe 

John and Arlene Morey 

H. Donald and Carol J. Moss 
Arthur and Betty Naylor 

Robert Proudfoot 

Shaffer Ford Sales, Inc. 

A donation to honor: Elsie H. Sincell 
Richard Stimpson 

Women employees at Wood Products, Inc. 


Please remember that donations and memorials are tax deductible 
since the Historical Society is a non-profit organization. 
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1972 Garrett County Centennial 
Celebration 


-_ OnDecember 4, 1997, Garrett 
County will be 125 years old. Its 
age dates from the official proc- 
lamation in 1872 by Maryland’s 
Governor Wm. Pinkney Whyte. 
Little attention has been given 
to the 125th birthday of the 
County aside from the publica- 
tion of the “125th Anniversary 
Photo Album” by the Historical 
Society. 

However, in 1972, the situa- 
tion was the reverse. The Cen- 
tennial Celebration was a big 
event which culminated in the 
huge 1972 Autumn Glory Festi- 
val. 

Leadership 

Looking back 25 years to the 
Centennial Celebration, several 
people were outstanding in their 
efforts to make the celebration a 
success. Included in this group 
was Mr. B.O. Aiken, president of 
the Garrett County Historical So- 
ciety. From the beginning of his 
term of office in 1971, he ex- 
pressed a keen interest in hav- 
ing the Historical Society play a 
major role in the 1972 activities. 
His continued interest in the 
100th Anniversary celebration 
of the County was a major factor 
in its success. 

Planning Began In 1971 

At the first meeting with the 
Board of Directors, B.O. Aiken 
stressed the importance of form- 
ing a Centennial Planning Com- 
mission. Toward that end, inter- 
ested members of the Board of 
Directors met with him on Sept. 
14th to hear his plans and to 
suggest events which might be 
scheduled to mark the County’s 
birthday. It was the first of a 
series of planning meetings. 


Gradually the group sorted out 
what was feasible and what was 
unworkable; which individuals 
and what organizations should 
included to make the celebration 
a success. 

Five items were deemed nec- 
essary to achieve the commit- 
tees goals: appointment by the 
County Commissioners of a 
county-wide Centennial Plan- 
ning Commission, a “kickoff” 
event, making the 1972 annual 
meeting of the Society special, a 
tie with the Garrett County Fair, 
and a tie with the Autumn Glory 
Festival. 

Pursuant to the formation of 
a county Centennial Planning 
Commission, B.O. Aiken and 
seven members of the Society 
met with the Commissioners on 
Nov. 29, 1971, and made a for- 
mal request forits establishment. 
The Commissioners made the 
following appointments: 

Mrs. Gerald Glotfelty, Mc- 
Henry; Aza Stanton, Deer Park; 
Mrs. Earle Shank, Kitzmiller; 
Miss Alice Howard, Bloomington; 
Chauncey M. Friend, Friends- 
ville; Dr. Alta Schrock and John 
Elliott, Grantsville; Joseph H. 
Welch, Mtn. Lake Park; Mrs. 
Robert Ruckert, R. Thomas 
Thayer, Allen S. Paugh and Ri- 
chard M. Davis, Oakland; and 
Mr. and Mrs. B.O. Aiken, Acci- 
dent. 

Inaugural Event 
Appalachian Wagon Train 

The inaugural event of the 
Garrett County Centennial pro- 
gram took place on June 20, 1972. 
It was the arrival of the Appala- 
chian Wagon Train in Friends- 
ville before noon and its travel to 
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the Fair Grounds at McHenry at 
5 p.m. Consisting of more than 
fifty covered wagons and a num- 
ber of horseback riders, with all 
the participants dressed in col- 
orful costumes, the wagon train 
was met in each place with re- 
freshments and band music. 

KDKA TYV of Pittsburgh pro- 
vided television coverage for this 
large movement of horses and 
wagons. 

A special program at the Fair 
Grounds marked the occasion, 
with James A. McHenry as mas- 
ter of ceremonies. Complete with 
vocal and instrumental musical 
selections, the program ended 
with a square dance, with Harry 
P. Collier calling figures to the 
music of the Country Cousins. 
The Deep Creek Lions Club 
topped off the evening with bar- 
becue dinners; Kitzmiller Lions 
and United Services, Inc., oper- 
ated refreshment stands. 

Annual Meeting In 
Grantsville 

The 1972 Annual Meeting was 
held in the Grantsville Fire Hall 
on June 29, and attendance ex- 
ceeded all previous records. 
About 250 members and guests 
assembled to hear Dr. Bayard T. 
Keller as guest speaker. (Many 
people present stated that it was 
the best speech they had ever 
heard.) Dr. Keller’s theme dwelt 
on the idea that we are living in 
an era of rapid changes, one in 
which not all changes are for the 
‘better. He affirmed the feeling 
that if we are alert to those 
changes which are not for the 
better, then it is up to us to find 
and apply corrective measures. 

President Aiken gave credit 
to Vice Pres. Randall Kahl and 
his committee for providing such 


a successful meeting. 
Accident 4th of July 
Celebration 

For over three quarters of a 
century, the town of Accident has 
made a special time of Indepen- 
dence Day. The 1972 celebration 
was “maximum effort” by the citi- 
zens of that community. It in- 
cluded a parade, a pageant, and 
antique displays in the fire hall 
on Sunday, Monday, and Tues- 
day, July 2nd - 4th. The pageant 
was so interesting that an invi- 
tation was extended to repeat it 
at the Garrett County Fair in 
August. 

Garrett County Agriculture 
Fair 

The 1972 Fair provided the 
setting for the Founder’s Day 
Parade, along with many other 
illustrations of the Centennial 
theme. Special praise was ex- 
tended to the Homemakers and 
Farm Bureau organizations for 
their part in making the parade 
and associate activities a part of 
the Centennial Celebration. 

The Farmers Parade, an an- 
nual event at the Garrett County 
Fairon Thursday evening of Fair 
Week, became Founder’s Day Pa- 
rade that year. 

1972 Autumn Glory Festival 

High point of the Centennial 
Year was the 1972 Autumn Glory 
Festival, which was held the sec- 
ond week in October. It was the 
oth annual festival staged by the 
Oakland-Mountain Lake Park 
Lions Club. Its outstanding suc- 
cess was due to months of plan- 
ning and work by the club in 
conjunction with members of the 
Centennial Commission. 

The four day celebration be- 
gan with a “Friends of Garrett 
County” kick-off dinner at the 

Continued on Page 287 
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New Glendale Bridge. 


Glendale Bridge 
By Ed King 
Part II (Continued From September 1997) 
The bridge speaks about “Lake” taverns. 


From my vantage point, I 
could see some of the old haunts 
around Deep Creek Lake. There 
was Cabin Lodge, Stone Tavern, 
Thayer’s Barn, and the Rainbow 
Inn (later, Glen Haven Pizza Pub 
was built on the Inn’s location.) 
The music then wasn’t much dif- 
ferent than today. Kids loved 
the music, and parents thought 
the world had gone to the dogs. A 
man by the name of Felty played 
tunes by request on a honky- 
tonk piano at Glen Haven; his 
most famous song was “Bow- 
wow-bow-wow-wow.” 

Speaking of watering holes, 
some have left their mark. Traf- 
fic by boat or car was not exactly 
the wisest means of transporta- 
tion after-hours from these 


places. In my immediate vicin- 
ity, Ihave witnessed boats driven 
right out of the lake and up on 
the shore, completely tearing out 
the keel. The jolly old drunk 
wouldn’t even be injured! 

Several boats have smashed 
directly into my center pier. I 
have witnessed boats hitting 
docks and other boats, leaping 
completely out of the water. One 
boat landed high and dry on the 
rocks at my east end. 

The Bridge Deck 

And oh, my poor railing! It 
has been repeated hit and 
knocked crooked. On one occa- 
sion, and automobile driver 
missed me altogether and plum- 
meted into the lake. Luckily for 


Continued on Page 288 
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New grave stone dedicated October 24, 1997. 
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1829 Reckner grave stone. 
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Dedication Of Grave Stone For 
Revolutionary War Veteran Daniel Reckner 


In 1972 during the County’s 
Centennial Year, the Garrett 
County Historical Society par- 
ticipated in the dedication cer- 
emonies of a grave stone for a 
Revolutionary War veteran — 
for the stone of Thomas Wilson 
of Altamont. This year, on Fri- 
day morning, Oct. 24, the Society 
participated in the dedication of 
a grave marker for Daniel 
Reckner. 

Also participating in the cer- 
emony were members of the 
Reckner family, VFW Post 10077, 
American Legion Post 71, 
Youghiogheny Glades Chapter 
NSDAR, and rangers from the 
Maryland DNR. 

Corresponding secretary Mrs. 
Martha Kahl acted as Mistress 
of Ceremonies, and gave a brief 
welcome talk to the group of ap- 
proximately 40 people who gath- 
ered for the dedication. The In- 
vocation was given by the Rev. 
John Grant, who later played a 
musical selection on the bag- 
pipes. A brief history of Daniel 
Reckner was given by Richard 
Deitke, a descendent of Daniel 
Reckner. 

Deitke was followed by 
Michael R. Gregory, DNR man- 
ager of Savage River Complex. 
Gregory told how he and other 
rangers had cleared the area in 
the woods where the Reckner 
Cemetery is located on top of Big 
Savage Mountain. The rangers 
also provided much of the man- 
power needed to erect the new 
grave stone supplied by the fed- 


era] government. 

The next two speakers were 
Carl Rebele, representing VFW 
Post 10077, Deer Park and Cmdr. 
James Seeders of Post 71 of the 
American Legion, Oakland. 
Rebele, a former infantry officer, 
noted how the veterans’ rifle 
squad had walked through the 
woods to the cemetery carrying 
their guns, and paralleled this to 
the Colonial Army service of 
Daniel Reckner. 

The final part ofthe ceremony 
on Oct. 24 was the formal dedica- 
tion of the grave stone by repre- 
sentatives of the Youghio-gheny 
Glades Chapter, NSDAR. 

Ward Ashby, Chaplain Post 
71, American Legion, pro- 
nounced the Benediction. This 
was followed by the placement of 
an American flag on the grave, a 
salute by the Veterans’ rifle 
squad, and the playing of Taps. 

History of Daniel Reckner 

Daniel Reckner was born in 
1759 in Pennsylvania, and died 
November 8, 1829 in Allegany 
Co., Maryland. He was a soldier 
during the Revolutionary War, 
enlisting in the Continental 
Army at Allentown, Pennsylva- 
nia, during April 1778, foraterm 
of three years. 

He served asa private in Capt. 
William Oldham’s Co. of the 5th 
Pa. Regiment. He participated 
in the battles of Brandywine and 
Monmouth and served in the 
Army until the spring of 1781, 
when he was discharged at Read- 


Continued on Page 287 
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Veterans color guard. 
Incomplete Daniel Reckner Genealogy 


Daniel Reckner, b.1759 in Penn. d. Nov.8, 1829, Allegany Co., MD. 
Married on to 

Sarah Mosier b. in Penn. d. in Allegany Co., MD 

(Sarah Mosier Reckner was still living in 1833) 


Children 
George 
Catherine Married Peter Lowdermilk Dec. 8, 1801 
Mary, b. 1786 Married Daniel Rhodes Oct. 26, 1806 
Sarah, Oct. 24, 1788 - 1862 
Married Jacob Rhodes Sept. 6, 1804 


Elizabeth, b. 1790 d. April 1889 
Married Jacob Fazenbaker 


Susanna Married James McIntire Jan. 7, 1808 
Joseph Married Mary Sigler Oct. 4, 1809 
Ann b. 1796 d. Nov. 18, 1877 

' Married Adam Spiker Dec. 5, 1811 


John b. 1797 d. 1851 Married Polly 
William, b. 1797 d. 1879 
Married Rachel King 
Isaac, b. Oct. 7, 1799 d. July 24,1879 
Married Martha Dye 1823 
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Continued from Page 285 
ing, Pennsylvania. 

By 1787 he had settled in 
western Maryland. An Allegany 
County Courthouse record shows 
that on November 27, 1797, 
Daniel paid 25 pounds current 
money for all ofthe personal prop- 
erty belonging to a certain John 
Smith. 

Courthouse records in 1800, 
1810, 1820 list Daniel and his 
household in Allegany County 
(the location is now Garrett 
County.) On April 16, 1804, he 
obtained a warrant to resurveya 
tract of land called “New Ire- 
land” on the eastern slope of Big 
Savage Mountain. This land is 
situated in Garrett County in 
the vicinity of Westernport Road 
north of the head of Aaron Run 
Road. The Daniel Reckner 
“Homeplace,” as an 1835 record 
called it, eventually consisted of 
“Reckner’s Purchase” (69 acres) 
and “Now or Never” (61 1/4 acres). 
In addition, Daniel owned an 
adjacent tract of 56 3/4 acres 
called “Meadow Ground” as well 
as 150 acres on the east side of 
Georges Creek, near the present- 
day Lonaconing, Maryland. 

In 1821, at the age of 67, he 
applied for a war pension and 
received $8.00 per month. At 
that time Daniel and his wife 
Sarah were raising three grand- 
children ages 7 to 14. His total 
assets, $200.00 

Mrs. Sarah Reckner was still 
living as late as January 1833, 
and in all probability she lies in 
a grave adjoining her husband’s 
in the Reckner Cemetery on Big 
Savage Mountain. 
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Wisp on Wednesday evening. On 
Thursday evening there was the 
Fireman’s Parade, which drew 
units from a number of different 
fire companies. Later in the 
evening there was a football game 
between Southern High and 
King-wood. (Southern was victo- 
rious.) 

Friday was the time for crown- 
ing Miss Mary Lynn Gibson as 
Queen of the Autumn Glory Fes- 
tival. Due to inclement weather, 
the crowning and the Autumn 
Glory Centennial Jubilee was 
held in the Southern High gym. 

An estimated 45,000 people 
came to Oakland on Saturday, 
October 14 to see the 5th Annual 
Autumn Glory parade. Although 
a little cool, the inclement 
weather from the day before had 
cleared and it turned out to bea 
beautiful day. 

Sunday was the end of the 
Festival, andit was marked with 
activities at the McHenry Fair 
Grounds, where there was a bull 
roast, an antique car show, and 
motorcycle racing. 

One More Event 


A special dinner for the 
Garrett County Historical Soci- 
ety on Saturday evening , Octo- 
ber 28 concluded the Centennial 
Year’s events. It was held at 
Northern High School, with 91 
members and interested people 
attending. Proceeds for this din- 
ner were to go to the Camp Hick- 
ory Improvement Fund located 
in the woods 1/4 mile behind 
Northern High. One “drawing 
card” for the dinner was the guest 
speaker, James A. Fowler, direc- 
tor of the Henry Ford Museum 
and Greenfield Village. 
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the driver, the frozen lake slowed 
the car’s descent and prevented 
him from an icy swim or worse. 
Drinking and attempting to drive 
across my open steel decking is 
hard enough, but freezing rain 
and ice really make me treacher- 
ous. 

I didn’t always have open 
decking, you know. Originally, 
my flooring was a board system. 
Even when new, it rattled. As 
the boards aged, warped, and 
became loose, you should have 
heard me then. In the middle of 
the night when all was still, acar 
coming onto those deck boards 
would cause first-time guests in 
the vicinity to sit straight up in 
bed, wide awake, thinking for 
certain there had been a crash. 
The locals would calmly sleep 
through all the racket because 
they were accustomed to it. 

Through the years I have seen 
my share of daredevils andjump- 
ers. One night I had to chuckle. 
A boat passed beneath my deck, 
when the water was high. A 
locally renowned tennis player 
stood up in the boat and grabbed 
onto my bottom beam. He was 
scheduled for a tournament the 
next morning on the clay courts 
at Mt. Lake Park. The boat kept 
on going while the fellow contin- 
ued hanging. His “friends” in the 
boat decided to let him hang for 
a while and took their merry old 
time returning to pick him up. 
As a result, his arms were sore 
and cramped, and he was unable 
to play his match the next morn- 
ing. 

Water skiers are such a de- 
light to watch. The high spar- 
kling spray from their skies re- 
flects in the morning sunlight. I 


have devised a point system 
whereby I grade their sprays from 
1to 10. This is how it works. Ifa 
skier has the expertise to throw 
spray up through my open deck- 
ing, they score a 5. If the spray 
touches the bottom ofa car, their 
score is 8 or 9. Ifthe spray hits a 
car’s windshield, their score is a 
perfect 10. 
Cars and Drivers 

I have bridged vehicular traf- 
fic for Garrett Countains and 
visitors for 72 years. I have also 
created another bridge — the 
bridge between people. 

Drivers have been given the 
opportunity to be friendly with 
what I shall call “the Glendale 
wave.” It’s a county tradition 
that folks in rural areas depend 
on to establish ties. A lot of 
people anticipate “the Glendale 
wave” long before reaching the 
bridge. You see, if you voluntar- 
ily give way to oncoming traffic, 
you'll get a wave of thanks that 
can make your day. 

I watch drivers in their cars 
and observe their expressions. 
There are locals, and the people 
who need the bridge in their work 
such as all the service workers 
and those going to and from their 
places of work. Those who are 
courteous and those who wave 
are much more relaxed and hap- 
pier people. 

When visitors from urban en- 
vironments, where the wave isn’t 
used much, come to Deep Creek 
primarily in the summer, stress 
levels run higher. 

I really am a two-lane bridge. 
But in the late 1960s and 70s, 
the automobiles got wider, pickup 
trucks got big side mirrors, mo- 
tor homes grew in size, trailered 
boats were bigger, and I became 
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a one-lane bridge through gen- 
eral use. 

"The Historic “Standoff 

Even though I created “the 
Glendale wave,” I guess circum- 
stances can create stressful 
standoffs. A standoff can be 
avoided completely by employ- 
ing the “wave.” Or it can end 
with a punch in the face. One 
standoff sticks in my memory 
like glue because it created one 
of the nastiest traffic jams that 
Garrett County has ever seen. 

A lady driving a Suburban 
towing a boat trailer going east 
entered the bridge at the same 
time a man in a Sports car going 
west entered from the opposite 
end. When this happens, you 
have the makings of a standoff. 
There was a race for the center 
line, and the sports car got there 
first. 

The drivers initiated this par- 
ticular standoff with a staring 
contest, followed by some hand 
gestures, and then exited their 
cars and repeated these steps in 
each other’s faces. This part of 
the standoff took several min- 
utes, and it was too far from the 
ends of the bridge for oncoming 
drivers to see or hear the con- 
frontation words. Eventually, 
those cars from either end pulled 
onto the bridge to see or hear the 
outcome and even to participate 
in the formalities. Not only is the 
bridge gridlocked at this point, it 
is filled solid with vehicles and 
reaching capacity, as are my ten- 
sion members. 

Speaking of “tension,” it is at 
its max. Why did “the Glendale 
wave” not work? 

Adecisionis made. The sports 
car is assuming victory, and the 
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Section 4. The Secretary shall 
receive, record, turn over to the 
Treasurer all money obtained. 
The Treasurer shall disburse 
money above recognized routine 
expenses only upon authoriza- 
tion by the President, or the Vice 
President in the absence of the 
President. Sub-Treasurers shall 
submit a detailed written report 
to the Treasurer at each meet- 
ing. The accounts of the Trea- 
surer shall be audited annually 
by an auditing committee ap- 
pointed by the President and a 
report made to the Society. 
Section 5. The Curator shall act 
as Chairman of the Museum 
Committee. In the Curator’s ab- 
sence the Assistant Curator shall 
act as chairman. 

Section 6. The Society shall pub- 
lish a bulletin for the informa- 
tion of its members and the pub- 
lic. The Editor and Circulation 
Manager shall be members of 
the Publicity Committee. 
Section 7. The By-Laws may be 
amended by a majority vote of 
those present at any meeting. 


Reprint of 
“Indian Blood” ? 


In 1967, Evelyn Guard Olsen 
published her book, “Indian 
Blood.” In it she recounted the 
history of the Friend family’s ge- 
nealogical and historical growth 
in western Maryland. Her vivid 
descriptions of unspoiled land, 
water and wild animals in 1765, 
when three Friend brothers 
traded for land with the Indians, 
are remarkable. 

Historically detailed accounts 
of the development of this “first” 
family inthe region has endeared 
this book to members of the 
Friend family. It was popular in 


both Garrett County and with 
Continued on Page 306 
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Christmas Gifts 


The Historical Society has the following publica- 
tions for sale. 

The Glades Star, Civil War Issue, $3.50 plus $1.00 
mailing costs. 

Marriage Record No. 1, $3.50; Marriage Record No. 
Paks hal Of 

Bound Volumes of The Glades Star: 

Vol. 1, 1941 thru 1949, $42.00 plus $2.50 mailing costs. 

Vol. 2, 1950 thru 1960, $42.00 plus $2.50 mailing costs. 

Vol. 3, 1960 thru 1969, $42.00 plus $2.50 mailing costs. 

Vol. 4, 1969 thru 1977, $42.00 plus $2.50 mailing costs. 

Vol. 5, 1977 thru 1985, $42.00 plus $2.50 mailing costs. 

Vol. 6, 1986 thru 1991, $42.00 plus $2.50 mailing costs. 

*Vol. 7, 1992 thru 1995, $42.00 plus $2.50 mailing costs. 


Oakland Centennial History, $10.00 plus $1.50 mailing 
costs. 

1949 Edition of History of Oakland by Teckla Fundenburg 
Weeks. 

History of Garrett County, $25.00 plus $2.50 mailing 
costs. Reprint of 1972 book by Stephen Schlosnagle. 

Garrett County Graves, $27.50 plus $2.50 mailing costs. 
Recording of all known tombstones in Garrett County. 

Addition to Garrett County Graves, $3.50 plus $1.00 
mailing costs. Recording of graves located after original 
publication. 

Pioneer Families of Garrett County, $30.00 plus $2.50 
mailing fee. This book by Capt. Charles Hoye is a collection 
of family genealogies written for newspapers during the 
1930s. It contains information on 139 of the early Garrett 
County families. 

Deer Park, MD, Then And Now, $10.00 plus $1.00 mail- 
ing costs. A pictorial and written history of Deer Park, MD. 

Glimpse Of The Past, $10.00 plus $1.00 mailing costs. A 
pictorial history of Garrett County places and events. 

Indian Trails and Historical Map, $5.00 plus $1.00 
mailing costs. A map of Garrett County showing Indian 
trails with bits of historical information about places and 
events in the County. 

Lutherans On The Mountain Top, $10.00 plus $1.00 
mailing costs. A pictorial and written history of some 
Lutheran Churches in West Virginia and Western Mary- 
land. 

Please mail book orders to: Mrs. Randall R. Kahl, 
877 Fricks Crossing Road, Deer Park, MD 21550. 
Make checks payable to Garrett County Historical Society. 
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KKK : 
Picture of "Mitchell’s Barn." 
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The Flood Of ’85 


Maggie Mae Hardesty 
Hurricane Juan 


Early in October 1985, the 
National Hurricane Center in 
Coral Gables, Florida, was track- 
ing Hurricane Isabel, when it 
saw a second one developing off 
the coast of Africa 3,500 miles 
away; it was given the name 
“Hurricane Juan.” Isabel died 
off into the Gulf of Mexico, and 
Juan split in half with one of the 
halves following the dead Isabel. 
The other half of Juan moved 
slowly toward the coast of United 
States, hitting Florida on Octo- 
ber,31 1985. The 85 mph winds 
did one and a half billion dollars 
in damage and claimed 12 lives. 

As Juan traveled northward 
it created a vacuum which sucked 
in moisture from the Atlantic 
Ocean andcombined witha storm 
that had settled over the Appa- 
lachian Mountains. The result 
was some of the worst flooding 
Maryland and West Virginia had 
even known; in some parts of the 


area it was classed as “the once - 


in 2,000 years flood.” 
A Night Of Terror 

It rained all day Monday, No- 
vember 4, 1985, pouring down 
between 4 to 8 inches of rain on 
the area. By evening, the rivers 
and streams were beginning to 
overflow their banks. 

In the Shallmar and Kitz- 
miller area, the waters of the 
Potomac River combined with the 
flooding of every small stream, 
producing a terrifying situation. 
Many Shallmar residents were 
forced to escape the raging river 
Monday night by climbing North 
Hill behind the town. This ref- 
uge took nearly three grueling 
hours for some elderly residents. 

Deer Park volunteer firemen 


came to the aid of these people by 
coming over top of Backbone 
Mountain. They brought ropes, 
lights, and stretchers to assist 
those who were struggling in the 
darkness and pouring rain that 
never seemed to stop. 

That night, the Potomac River 
flooded as much as 6 feet deep in 
some parts of Shallmar and 
Kitzmiller. 

On Mountain Sides Too 

One death in Garrett County 
was the result of flooding on a 
mountain side on Monday night. 
This was the accidental death of 
39-year-old David S. Ake on the 
17 Mile Grade of the railroad 
west of Bloomington. The rain 
caused a mud slide, which forced 
a locomotive diesel to jump the 
tracks and tumble into the wa- 
ters of the Savage River in the 
Salt Lick area. Ake was trapped 
in the sunken diesel unit and 
drowned. His body was not re- 
covered until Tuesday because 
of difficulty involved in the res- 
cue. Bulldozers had to be brought 
in by personnel from Southern 
Rescue Squad and the Tri-Towns 
Rescue Squad. 

County-wide Devastation 

The towns of Shallmar, 
Kitzmiller, Crellin, Gorman, and 
Oakland were all hit by the flood 
in various degrees, with Shall- 
mar probably receiving the worst 
damage. Residents of that town 
found an enormous amount of 
clean-up work. It ranged all the 
way from shoveling out 6 inches 
of mud to replacing foundations. 
Most of the people did not have 
flood insurance. 

Throughout the County, 63 
homes received minor damage, 
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Shallmar residents escaped by climbing the mountain. 


THE GLADES STAR 297 


11 homes sustained major dam- 
age, and one home was com- 
pletely destroyed. Of the 63 re- 
ceiving minor damages, 26 were 
in Shallmar, 18 were in Crellin, 
4 were in Gorman, 14 were in 
Kitzmiller, and 1 was in Oak- 
land. Of the 12 homes receiving 
major damage 9 were in Crellin 
and 2 were in Kitzmiller. The 
one home that was completely 
destroyed was in Shallmar. 

Although there was a high 
degree of damage to the road 
system withculverts washed out, 
only one bridge received had to 
have major repairs. 

Flood Control Helped 

Hard as it may seem to be- 
lieve, the flood could have been 
much worse if it had not been for 
structures that were built to help 
control flood waters. The 
Bloomington Dam prevented an 
estimated 113 million dollars 
worth of damages. Likewise the 
Savage River Dam prevented an 
estimated 28.3 million dollars 
worth of damage. 

The Kitzmiller levee helped 
to prevent 2.5 million dollars of 
damage by containing the river’s 
water. 

Kind Hearts 

The flood helped to show how 
kind-hearted the citizens of the 
area could be when the need 
arises. Garrett County farmers 
donated two tractor trailer loads 
of hay to West Virginia farmers 
who needed it to feed the re- 
mainder of their livestock. They 
were delivered by a Grantsville 
man free of charge. 

Bayard, Gorman, Aurora, and 
Mt. Grove fire departments set 
up drop-off points at their fire 
halls for donations of bottled 
water, baby food, bed supplies, 
food, and cash donations to be 
distributed to flood victims. 


The Red Cross set up a drop- 
off point at Southern Rescue 
Squad Hall. 

The staff of Garrett County 
Memorial Hospital showed their 
love and compassion by provid- 
ing man power, tetanus shots, 
blankets, sheets, baby food, vita- 
mins, dry goods, paper products, 
cleaning products, canned food, 
dried foods, distilled water, shav- 
ing cream, tooth brushes, tooth 
paste, baby oil, shampoo, and 
powder. The staff also volun- 
teered free time to help clean up 
and transport needed things. In 
addition, they decided to cancel 
the Christmas dinner-dance and 
donate the money set aside for it 
to aid the flood victims. 

Locally, there was set up the 
Flood Relief Fund, which received 
$41,805.54 to aid the flooded 
towns in Maryland and West Vir- 
ginia. From this fund Rowlesburg 
received $13,000; Petersburg, 
$13,000; Parsons, $13,000; and 
the Kitzmiller-Shallmar area re- 
ceived $2,805.54. 

The Grantsville Lions Club 
handed out vouchers for food, 
clothing, and household goods to 
be used at participating stores. 
The United Methodist Women 
collected toys for the families 
with children that were victims 
of the flood. The Lutheran Broth- 
erhood matched money dona- 
tions dollar for dollar up to 
$2,000, which was then given to 
the Red Cross. The First United 
National Bank and Trust em- 
ployees gave up certain benefits 
to be able to contribute $5,000 to 
flood victims. 

In this and many other ways, 
Garrett Countians triumphed 
over Hurricane Juan by helping 
those people whom Juan almost 
destroyed. 
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Volunteers build a new ramp at Westernport station. 
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Last Train To Elkins 


“Last Train To Elkins” draws 
its name from part of a message 
printed in chalk on the Train 
Bulletin board in the West- 
ernport railroad station. The 
complete message is, “Last Train 
From Cumberland to Wesp’t And 
Elkins & Return Jan 4, 1958.” 

To visitors from outside the 
area, the message simply marks 
a date in history when an event 
took place. To people living along 
the North Branch of the Potomac 
River, it marked the end of an 
era that had begun three-quar- 
ters of a century before; it was 
the end of rail passenger service 
in the valley. 

The “last train” had two train 
numbers on January 4, 1958. 
Eastbound (from Elkins) earlier 
in the day, it was Train No. 10; 
westbound (from Cumberland) 
laterin the day it was Train No. 9. 
Onits final runit left Cumberland 
at 7 p.m. and arrived in Elkins 
about midnight of January 4. On 
this last trip it covered the nor- 
mal route consisting of 31 sta- 
tions and “flag stops” over 112 
miles in five hours. 

Train Whistles and 
Vanished Trains 

Psychologists use the word 
“subliminal” to describe a sound 
which affects people just below 
the threshold ofawareness. Cer- 
tainly, the regular sound of a 
train whistle fulfills this sensa- 
tion. When the passenger trains 
stopped running in 1958, the resi- 
dents of towns all along the rail 
line began to realize how much 
the regularity of the trains with 
their whistles sounds had beena 
part of their lives... and after 
January 4, this part of their lives 
was gone. 

Yet, even though the train 
whistles’ subliminal sound is 
gone, its echoes have been pre- 


served in the memorabilia of the 
Westernport railroad station mu- 
seum. 

Back in March of this year, 
The Glades Star carried a story 
with the title “Vanished Towns 
Along The Potomac.” Itrelateda 
trip by some local members of 
the Historical Society to the val- 
ley of the North Branch in the 
Barnum, W.Va., area. The group 
traveled down the abandoned 
railroad right-of-way, past the 
names of towns which have 
ceased to exist. 

Guide for this trip was Russell 
McRobie, a Westernport resident 
who once lived in the Barnum 
area. He was assisted on the trip 
by Gerald Tichnell, who, along 
with a group of volunteers, has 
worked to preserve physical evi- 
dence of the towns that once ex- 
isted in the area. 

However, work with the “van- 
ished towns” isn’t the only focus 
of their energy. McRobie, Tich- 
nell, and a host of others have 
been working to preserve memo- 
ries of “vanished trains.” The 
preservation has taken the form 
of creating a museum in the old 
Westernport railroad station. 
Prominent in the museum dis- 
play is the Train Bulletin Board, 
which notes the information 
about “The Last Train To Elkins.” 
Western Maryland Railroad 

“Life Line” 

Westernport has been served 
by several different steam pow- 
ered railroads and even an elec- 
tric street car line. Quite natu- 
rally, memorabilia of these rail- 
roads are contained in the 
museum’s collection, but the 
dominant rail line material dis- 
played is that of the Western 
Maryland Railroad, “The Fast 
Freight Line.” 

Continued on Page 301 
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Passenger train timetable from "The Western Maryland Steam 
Album" by William P. Price, courtesy Pres. R.C. Davidson, 


Potomac Chapter, National Railway Historical Society. 
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Continued from Page 299 

The original railroad planned 
for the North Branch of the 
Potomac River was by The 
Potomac and Piedmont Coal and 
Railroad Company. It was char- 
tered in 1866, but little progress 
was made up the valley until the 
rail company was rechartered in 
1881 as the West Virginia Cen- 
tral and Pittsburgh Railway 
Company. The charter for the 
new company was granted in 
February 1881, and by October 
of that year almost 10 miles of 
track had been completed up to 
the town named Shaw. Two years 
later, the railroad had reached 
the present town of Gorman (then 
called Elkins.) Finally, by 1892, 
the line was completed with 
branch lines running out of 
Elkins, W.Va. 

When a person hears the 
names of original railroad com- 
pany officials, he also hears the 
names of stations along the new 
rail line: Davis, Elkins, Harrison, 
Shaw, Blaine, Keyser, Shell, 
Barnum and Hambleton. Later, 
other names were added as the 
railroad branch lines ran along 
the waters of the Cheat, Tygart, 
and Greenbrier rivers and their 
tributaries. 

Then, in 1905, the West Vir- 
ginia Central and Pittsburgh 
Railway Company conveyed its 
property to the Western Mary- 
land Rail Road Company; “West- 
ern Maryland” was the name car- 
ried on the passenger cars and 
the locomotive that made up “The 
Last Train To Elkins.” 

“Tea Kettle” Memories 

Because of the sharp curves 
and steep grades between 
Westernport and Elkins, the 
Western Maryland Railroad was 
forced to use small steam engines 
on that part of the rail line. Affec- 
tionately nicknamed “tea kettles,” 
these small engines were kept in 


use by the railroad as long as it 
used steam locomotives. Thus, the 
“tea kettles” were a part of the 
memories associated with the 
trains that operated up and down 
the North Branch. 

Although the freight trains 
carried the profitable lumber and 
coal out the territory , it was the 
passenger trains pulled by “tea 
kettles” which became the “life 
line” of the communities in the 
valley. With mountains rising 
1,500 feet on either side of the 
river, the passenger trains fur- 
nished the best possible way to 
go anywhere. 

The late Mrs. Ruth Ryan used 
to tell how convenient the pas- 
senger schedule was for shop- 
ping in Cumberland. “If you 
wanted to go there, “she said,” it 
was very easy to catch the 
eastbound morning train, do your 
shopping, eat lunch, and get back 
home again on the westbound 
afternoon train.” 

Unfortunately, one trip like 
that lasted overnight for Charles 
McIntyre when he was a boy. 

Charlie caught the eastbound 
train from Harrison, just across 
the river from Shallmar. Com- 
ing back in the afternoon, he 
went to sleep, and didn’t wake 
up until the train was almost to 
Elkins. The result was that he 
had to spend the night there and 
finally got home the next day. 

Russell McRobie recalls that 
the teacher for the Barnum el- 
ementary school lived in 
Westernport. “Every morning 
during the week, she would ar- 
rive on the morning passenger 
train andstart school at 9 o’clock.” 

Your Editor tells an unusual 
“tea kettle” story dating back to 
World War II. It was the result of 
the National locomotive pool 
which was formed during the War. 


Continued on Page 305 
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“Melky Miller Maryland Rye Whiskey” 


Among the many unique 
items loaned to the Society’s 
museum during the past year 
are several mementos of a once- 
thriving business in Garrett 
County. These are the gauging 
instruments used to determine 
the “proof” of the Melky Miller 
Maryland Rye Whiskey, two old 
photographs ofthe distillery, and 
a stoneware jug with the whis- 
key’s brand name printed on it. 
The gauging instruments and 
photographs were loaned by 
Ralph Miller, great-great-grand- 
son of Melchior Miller, who cre- 
ated the distillery on a branch of 
Little Bear Creek near Accident. 
The stoneware jug was loaned by 
Charles Railey from his collec- 
tion of Garrett County memora- 
bilia. 

The Miller distillery closedin 
1920 with the advent of Prohibi- 
tion, which made it illegal to 
manufacture and sell alcoholic 
beverages. 

Beginning In 1875 

Melchior “Melky” Miller was 
born in Dormstadt, Germany, in 
1833 and came to America in 
1849 to live with an uncle who 
had settled in the Cove area. He 
married in 1864, moved to the 
Accident area in the same year, 
and bought the Crobin West farm 
known as “Woodland Acres.” 

Melchior Miller was not a dis- 
tiller. He hired experts to oper- 
ate the distillery when it was 
created in 1875; the work start- 
ing with old copper gooseneck 
stills. Gradually, his sons Will- 
iam, John, and Charles learned 
the business from the experts, 
and in 1902 purchased it from 
their father. William became 
the distiller; John and Charles 
ran the wholesale and retail end 


of the business. The sale of the 
whiskey wasin all different quan- 
tities: whole barrels, bottles of 
all sizes, and stoneware jugs like 
the one whichis on display in the 
Museum. 

Starting with one small build- 
ing as the stillhouse, the distill- 
ery complex grew to several build- 
ings, which included a sawmill 
and two bonded warehouses for 
the storage of the barrels of whis- 
key to be aged. 

Federal Control 

The hydrometer used to de- 
termine the “proof” of the whis- 
key is evidence that the produc- 
tion of the rye whiskey was al- 
ways under strict federal con- 
trol. Officially known as “Distill- 
ery No. 19, Maryland District,” 
all of the whiskey manufactured 
there was constantly monitored 
by a federal inspector and aged 
in a bonded warehouse for at 
least 4 years. 

Eventually, there were two 
warehouses, which could hold a 
total of 1,200 barrels of whiskey. 
While the distillery was in full 
operation there were always from 
800 to 1,000 barrels of whiskey 
aging in the warehouses. 

An efficient operation, the 
mash byproducts from the dis- 
tillery were not wasted, but fed 
to a herd of bulls and other cattle 
kept in a farm barn and feed lot 
near the distillery. 

One Building Remains 

Today, only the ruin of one 
building remains to mark the 
distillery’s location. The main 
bonded warehouse burned down 
in 1971. All the other buildings 
were torn down after the busi- 
ness closed in 1920. The “aging” 
barrels of whiskey still on hand 
when Prohibition went into ef- 
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Historical Society marker at distillery site. 
(Aiken-Miller house in background) 





Museum display including whiskey jug. 
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fect in 1920 were moved to a 
government controlled ware- 
house in Cumberland. 

The reference information 
about the Miller distillery is 
drawn from “The Story Of A Fam- 
ily Industry” by Mrs. Benjamin 
QO. Aiken, and published in The 
Glades Star, March and June 
1972, Vol. 4, Nos. 12 & 13. These 
two issues of the magazine were 
part of the Garrett County Cen- 
tennial year issues, which have 
been republished by the Histori- 
cal Society. A bound set of all 
four Centennial issues 1s for sale 
at the Museum for $5.00. 


The Hardware Bulletin 


Dec. 1908 

Among the items received as 
gifts to the Museum this year was 
a booklet called, “The Hardware 
Bulletin.” It was a gift from 
Kathryn Speicher. 

“The Hardware Bulletin” was 
a Christmas advertisement book- 
let which was put together by the 
late John M. Davis, who ran a 
hardware storein Oakland. Davis’ 
store was in a building located 
across Second Street from the 
present Rudy’s Department Store. 
The building was remodeled twice 
during its existence; once to be- 
come a bowling alley, and later to 
become Jackson’s 5 & 10 Cents 
Store. (It burned down in a fire 
that destroyed several other build- 
ings.) 

Over a period of six or eight 
years, the Bulletin was published 
at Christmas time. The main pur- 
pose was to advertise items for 
sale in the store; however, the 
publication alsocontained articles 
about the early history of Oak- 
land. 

Although the Museum only has 
the 1908 copy, there are several 
“Bulletins” in a binder at the Oak- 
land branch of the Ruth Enlow 
Library. 
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“In 1943, I was riding a troop 
train through North Carolina 
that was put into a siding over- 
night because the engine devel- 
oped a ‘hot box.” 

“Next morning nothing hap- 
pened until about 10 a.m., when 
another engine appeared to pull 
the troop train northward. To 
my surprise and pleasure letters 
across the engine’s tender spelled 
‘Western Maryland.’ One of the 
‘tea kettles’ loaned to the loco- 
motive pool had come to rescue 
us and take the troop train all 
the way up to Washington, D.C.” 

Final Run 

A long blast is the standard 
whistle signal for a train arriv- 
ing atastation. Andso, Western 
Maryland Train No.9, “the last 
train to Elkins,” announced its 
arrival a Westernport station 
with a long blast of a diese! horn 
rather than the shrill cry of a 
“tea kettle’s” steam whistle. Die- 
sel engines had replaced the “tea 
kettles” during the 1950s when 
most of the nation’s railroads 
abandoned steam engines. 

Eastbound Train No.10 had ar- 
rived at Westernport station on Sat- 
urday morning with three coaches 
full of sentimental rail fans. (Most 
of them had gone to Elkins the day 
before to take the final ride from 
Elkins to Cumberland.) The same 
railroad equipment was returning 
Saturday evening as Train No. 9, 
with only a token handful of pas- 
sengers. 

After a few minutes stop in 
Westernport, it finally happened. 
The engineer blew five long bong 
blasts on the diesel horn, and Train 
No. 9 pulled out of the station to 
mark the end ofan era of passenger 
service in the valley that had lasted 
three quarters of a century. 

The “last train to Elkins”... ... 
was gone. 
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Continued from Page 289 
members of the Friend family 
throughout the United States. 

Unfortunately, this family 
narrative has been out of print 
since the mid-1980s; however, 
now and then your Editor hears 
the question, “Do you think they 
will ever reprint Indian Blood?” 

Such an undertaking requires 
a lot of work on the part of who- 
ever does the reprint to make it 
worthwhile. Drop me a line at 
115 N. Second Street, Oakland, 
MD 21550, if you think there 
should be a reprint of “Indian 
Blood,” and I'll pass it along to 
the people who do reprints. 


1997 Donations To 
The Museum 


Photo: United Brethren Church. 
Loch Lynn, 1930 “The Oak” Year- 
book from Oakland High School. Gift 
from Delbert and Grace Bittinger. 


Books: “Maryland Marriages, 
1801-1820,” Thomas, W.Va., 1906,” 
“Capon Valley, Its Pioneers and Their 
Descendents 1698-1940” Vol. I & II, 
Plot Map of Dobbin Cemetery and 
Cemetary Census, Fairfax District 
of Tucker County. Gifts from Russell 
Cooper. 


Articles of Clothing: Ash/O’Brien 
Family. Gifts from Mary O’Brien 
White. 

Framed Photo, “A White House 
Orchid.” painted by Caroline 
Harrison, wife of President Harrison. 
Sturgiss Drug Store, Oakland Phar- 
macy bottles. Gifts from Fred Bentz. 


Store Ledger from Mtn. Lake 
Park, 1884-1919. Gift from Glendora 
Skidmore. 


Orange Crush Bottling Company 
bottle. Commemorative Plates, Loch 
Lynn United Brethren / Faith Evan- 
gelical Church. Gifts from Beth 
Friend. 


Printed Materials, Mtn. Lake 


Park. Gift from Mary Love. 


Book: “Ancestral Lines of the 
Doniphan, Frazee, and Hamilton 
Families.” Gift from Jeanne M. 
Harden. 

Book: “Christian Fike and His 
Descendants.” Gift from Merilyn B. 
Fike Morrow. 


Book: “1880-1910 Garrett County 
Census.” Gift from Betty Teats. 


Fireplace Tile from Mtn. Lake 
Park Hotel. Tea pot from William 
James Hotel. Gifts from Bob Boal. 


Plate: H.L. Wolf, Friendsville, Md. 
Bond #165: Garrett County Court- 
house, August 1, 1907. Photo of 
Courthouse under construction. Sign: 
Deer Park Hotel, from B&O station 
at hotel. Gifts from Mary Bennett. 


Civil War cartridge pouch. Loan 
from Clifford DeWitt. 


Two Ivory Lace Dresses which 
belonged to Pearl Nault. Gift from 
Frances Gnegy. 


Photo and Spanish American War 
Weapons of William A. Chisholm. 
Loan by Randall Kahl. 


Porcelain Wire Insulator from 
Oakland Hotel. Gift from Burt and 
Carol Davis. 


Photographs. Razor Strap. 
Straight Razors. 1904 Pin Cushion. 
Printed Materials. Bust of Indian. 
Combat Medal, WWII. Gifts from 
Bob Shiffy. 

Bread pans from 1890s. Gifts from 
Leanna M. Boal. 

Inkwell on stand, 1860-1870, and 
quill pen. Loan from Bob Boal. 

Post Card photographs and Deer 
Park Hotel Tea Pot. Gifts from George 
Ferguson. 

Antique toys. Double Auger Sau- 
sage Grinder & Stuffer, Pat. 1859. 
Food Grinder, Pat. 1899. Loan from 
Randall Kahl. 

Printed telephone material; area 
telephone directories 1949 - 1992. 
Gifts from Larry & Ethel Cosner. 

Photocopy: DNR Celebrates 
“Ninety Years of Notable Rangers.” 
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Gift from Ward L. Ashby. 


Photo - First Development at 
Deep Creek Lake. Elliott’s Music 
Store Sign. Cheese box from Offutt’s 
Store. Framed Pictures of Washing- 
ton Spring and Muddy Creek. Silver 
souvenir spoon, Oakland, Md. 
Printed materials from Oakland. 
Gifts from Mary Bennett. 

Photo. “Cutting Big Tree,” prob- 
ably near Gorman. Gift from Jerry 
Maust. 

Judge’s Robe of Fred. A. Thayer. 
Gift from Hon. Fred. A. Thayer. 

Caster set, late 1800s. Set of Two 
Fireplace Tools. Gifts from Joanne 
B. Henry. 

Book: “B.I. Gonder’s Remem- 
brances.” Gift from Carole A. 
Glotfelty. 

Black Opera Cape. Loan from 
Mr.& Mrs. Robert Heginbotham. 

Family Info."A Brief History of 
John Frederick & Margaret M. 
Nordeck.” 

Oldumbrellaand suitcase. Anon- 
ymous Donor. 


Framed picture: “Ashby Home- 


stead,” c. 1880. Framed picture: 


Swallow Falls. Loan from Clifford 
DeWitt. 


Book: “Descendants of Soloman 
Rumer (1819-1889). Gift from Daniel 
Rumer. 


Exterior oil lamp from Glades 
Hotel. Gift from Asa McCain. 


Tire patching device, Pat. 1912. 
Gift from Gerald Sanders. 


Streetlamp from Grantsville, Md. 
Loan from Clifford DeWitt. 

Framed program: Oakland Op- 
era House. Gift from Hannah Sincell. 


Plate: St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church, Oakland, Md. Photograph 
of Bridget Marony house, Oakland. 
Gift from Bob Boal. 

Plate: H.C. Sincell & Co. Plate: 
Cuppett Leighton & Co., Mtn. Lake 
Park, Md. Plate: Dixon & Kelso, 
Oakland. Loan from Bob Boal. 


Photo: Sturgiss Drug Store. Gift 


from Arthur Naylor dr. 


Photo: 1895 Flood, 2nd St., Oak- 
land. 1907, Courthouse. Loan from 
Troy and Frances Gnegy. 


Photo: Modern Panorama of Oak- 
land. Family History, Purdum Ge- 
nealogy. Gifts from Robert Jachow- 
ski. 

Solid block of tea. Anonymous 
Donor. 


Collection of Victorian printed 
items. Wedding Blouse of Florence 
Friend Beckman, Mtn. Lake Park. 
Wooden Pencil Box of George 
Beckman, Mtn. Lake Park. Cane of 
Isabella Sweitzer, Swanton. Gifts 
from Lois Meyers. 

Booklet: “The Hardware Bulle- 
tin,” Dec. 1908. Official Dewey Sou- 
venir Program, 1899. Gifts from 
Kathryn Speicher. 


Men’s Spats. Gift from Larry 
Cosner. 

Book: “McRobie/McCrobie Gene- 
alogy.” Gift from Raymond I. 
McRobie. 

Mugs. “W.E. Shirer.” “Garrett 
County Centennial 1872 - 1972.” Gifts 
from Jacquelyn and Scott Shirer. 


Photo: Winfield Scott Friend, Civil 
War Veteran. Gift from John Grant. 


Booklet: “The Chisholms.” Gift 
from Charles and Mary Evans. 


Book: "Medicology & Home En- 
cyclopedia of Health." Gift from 
Calvin Mellinger. 

Booklet. "Md. Who Was Who 
(Education)." Gift from Ivan Rowe. 

Photographs: Felix Robinson Col- 
lection. Gifts from Muriel Robinson 
France. 

Wooden Box Camera, related 
items from Bell Studio, Oakland. 
Dresser and framed marriage license 
of Francis Xavier DeWitt and Mary 
Elizabeth Wilburn, May 12, 1895. 
Loan from Wilma Calhoun. 

Booklet: “A History of the Lum- 
ber Business at Davis, W.Va, 1885 - 
1924.” Book: “History of Methodism 
in Davis, W.Va.” Photos: Soft Wood 
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Mill at Davis, W.Va. Shrapnel Shell, 
Gas Mask with case, World War I, 
belonged to A.W. Swiger. Gifts from 
Rosco Swiger. 


Quilt, 1930s, St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church, Oakland, embroidered with 
local names. Gift from Mildred A. 
Shilke. 


Bottle Opener: Sharps Motor 
Company. Scoop: The Garrett Na- 
tional Bank. Gifts from Gerald and 
Wilda Sanders. 


Printed materials and riding crop 
from Mildred Maroney Estate auc- 
tion. Gifts from Clara Fitzwater. 


Wooden shoe last. Gift from 
Phillip Ferguson. 


Hydrometer, shot glass, cork 
screw, and photographs from Melky 
Miller Distillery. Loan from Ralph 
F. Miller. 


“Script” from Dixon and Kelso 
“General Merchandise,” Oakland. 
Gift from Christina Snyder. 


Wedding Dress of Helen Treacy 
Baumgartner, August 18, 1936. Lim- 
ited DeLux Edition of Kennedy - 
Johnson Official Inaugural Program. 
Gifts from Bill and Norma Hesen. 


Book with map of Western Mary- 
land, 1886. Booklet: “Soil Survey of 
Garrett Co., Maryland, 1926.” Gifts 
from John M. Franklin. 


Mt. Savage Fireplace Bricks from 
“The Rest” Hotel, Oakland. Gifts from 
Robert and Robin Rice. 


Photographs, Mtn. Lake Park, 
Md. Gifts from Sue Sheltra. 


Oliveri typewriter, 1907. Harris 
Visible typewriter, 1920s. Numbered 
wooden plaque, Garrett County seal, 
made by Mr. Eary. Gifts from Alice 
and Paul Eary. 


Photos: Aerial view of new high- 
way bridge construction at 
Friendsville, Md. 1992. Uniform 
Rank of K of P, Oakland, 1908. Gifts 
from Kevin Callis. 


Booklet: “Felix G. Robinson, Fac- 
similes. Documents reference to 
naming Hoye Crest.” “The Felix G. 
Robinson Papers,” Index. Book: “Spe- 


cial Collections at Georgetown,” 1996. 
Gifts from Ariel DeForest Robinson. 


Printed materials from Harrison 
Thrasher Collection. Gifts from 
Harrison Thrasher. 


Footed glass pitcher, “World’s 
Fair 1904.” Gift from Gary Fitzwater. 


Wooden wheel from an Oakland 
Truck. Loan from Carlton W. 
Bittinger. 

Photo Postcards of Mtn. Lake 
Park, Md., and Garrett County coun- 
tryside. Gift from Priscilla Bell. 


Photos: Oneida Davis Estate. 
Gifts from Phyllis Helbig. 
Notebook: "Family History Ball 


and Evans Families." Gift from 
Darlene Fike. 


Child’s toy wagon. Souvenir trin- 
ket box from 1923 County Fair, Oak- 
land. Gifts from Marguerite M. 
Deems. 


Postal scales from Crellin Post 
Office. Citrate Magnesia Bottle from 
Sturgiss Drug Store, Oakland. Given 
in memory of Jay Lewis Bell by Anne 
Bell Boltz. 


Small child’s shoe from William 
Casteel Estate. Gift from Kathryn 
Speicher. 


Family history, “100 Plus Years 
of Wrightsmans 1826 - 1997.” Gift 
from Donna Wrightsman Pryor. 


Four Bottles from the Orange 
Crush Bottling Co., Oakland. Two 
Coca-Cola bottles from Oakland 
Coca-Cola Bottling Plant. Milk bottle 
and two bottle caps from A.D. Naylor 
Co. Gifts from Cecil A. Jackson. 


Underwood Typewriter; Used by 
Bob Hoffman for 40 years in Masonic 
Lodge rooms over Ist National Bank. 
Lighter from gas light and water jug 
from old Deer Park Water Plant. 
Gifts from Sally Durrant. 

Watchman’s time clock, Tioga 
Tannery, Hutton, Md. Case with se- 
ries of World War II medals and 
ribbons. Gifts from Mr.& Mrs. Jo- 
seph C. Frantz. 


Family History: “John and Sophia 
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Ridder and Nelson and Sarah Wil- 
son Baker Families.” Gift from Mat- 
thew W. Novak. 


Old Underwood typewriter. Gift 
from Pauline Faucett. 


Money Bag, First National Bank, 
Oakland. Gift from Mr. & Mrs. Hollis 
B. Child. 

Picture: “Bird’s Eye View of Oak- 
land, Maryland 1906.” Gift from 
Josephine C. Fox. 


First National Bank, 1972 Calen- 
dar with picture of Oakland Railroad 
Station. Gift from Priscilla Bell. 


“The Hardware Bulletin,” pub- 
lished by J.M. Davis & Sons. (Un- 
dated) “The Hardware Bulletin,” 
January 1906. Maryland Life Insur- 
ance Co. “Almanac, 1908.” Gifts from 
Bob Boal. 


Photographs: Harvey Family 5th 
Annual Reunion, Sept. 6, 1924. 21st 
Annual Reunion, Sept. 3, 1938. Shook 
Shop School House. Gifts from 
Preston County Historical Society. 


Photo: “Country Club Acres Coun- 
tryside.” c.1950s. Gift from Donna 
M. Aspinall. 


Fishing Reel, c. 1890s. Metal 
Cigar Box, Humo 5 Cents, c, 1920s. 
Gifts from Roscoe Swiger. 


Souvenir Program, “Elijah,” 
Arthurdale, W.Va. August 1947. Gift 
from Teresa DeLauder. 


Photograph. Mickey’s Boys Band, 
Mtn. Lake Park, Md. c.1944. Gift 
from Elizabeth Railey. 


Photo: Rev. Adolphus Bailey. Ad 
for “The Bailey Meetings with Evang. 
A. Bailey.” Gifts from Naomi Bailey 
Farrell. 

Jug: “Milky Miller’s Pure Rye 
Whiskey. M.J. Miller’s Sons, West- 
ernport, Md.” Loan from Mr. & Mrs. 
Charles Railey. 


Egg seperator from DeWitt & 
DeBerry Store, Oakland, Md. Two 
photos of Henry Garrett Sanders. 
Two Civil War medals belonging to 
Henry Garrett Sanders. Gifts from 
Gerald and Wilda Sanders. 


Name plate from Dodge truck, 
paper items from Ralph Pritts Ga- 
rage, Oakland. c. 1949-1950. Gifts 
from First United National Bank 
and Trust. 


Group of high school newspapers, 
“The Acorn,” 10/15/35 - 6/7/39. Gifts 
from Glenn W. Killius. 


No. 1 A Pocket Kodak Camera, 
1913. Belonged to Sarah Rhodes 
Wood. Gift from Martha Wood Kahl. 


Civil War Cartridges mounted on 
a display board. Gift from Wellington 
Welch. 


Photo: Frank Smouse, Mr. & Mrs. 
Charles Ashby, Jesse Ashby. Gift 
from Sara M. (Casteel) Kyle. 


U.S. Marine Dress Uniform. Gift 
from Randall O’Brien. 


U.S. Army Uniform. Gift from 
Robert Shiffy. 


Vietnam Era Camouflage Uni- 
form. Gift from Jim Seeders. 

Display of mining tools. Gift from 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Burrell. 

Caps. “B&O.” “Western MD Rwy 
Station & Park,” Gifts from Milton 
Hart and Russ McRobie. 


Toy Army truck and trailer with 
large spotlight. “Supper” Ration Type 
K, WWII. Loan from Marvin Guthrie. 


Two caps, band uniform strap. 
Mickey’s Boys Band. Belonged to 
George and Boyd Friend. Gifts from 
Mrs. Mary Shafer. 

Civil War badge and ribbon. 1874 
Diary of the Wheeler family. Led- 
ger, “Deer Park Band.” Two key cases 
from Sharps Motor Company. Book: 
"The Model T Ford Car," 1915. Ger- 
man Crucifix. German medallion, 16 
Dec. 1938. Loan from Charles W. 
Haines. 


Pioneer dress. Gift from Mrs. Pat 
Light. 

Printed research materials cop- 
ied through the courtesy of Judge 
Lewis and Mrs. Mary Jones. 

Civil Defense materials for 
Garrett County. Gift from Bell At- 
lantic through Mike Smith. 
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Black velvet and sequin evening 
dress. 


Dog tag. District #7, July 1935. 
Gift from William Plummer. 


Brown OrangeCrush Company 
Bottle. Gift from Carlton Bittinger. 


Photos and printed materials con- 
cerning the Lauer family. Gifts from 
Mr. Henry F. Lion. 

Campaign scarf depicting Grover 
Cleveland for President and Allen G. 
Thurman for Vice President. Gift 
from Wanda Maphis. 


Photo: Blacksmith shop. Gift from 
Julie A. Clark. 


Rate chart from Loch Lynn Liv- 
ery. Ad for Altamont Water, Nov. 29, 
1905. Negative for photo of Altamont 
Spring Bottling House. Gifts from 
Tom Henline. 

Traveling trunk of Dr. Henry W. 
McComas, Oakland. Gift from David 
G. Bicker. 


Unusual keys on rawhide string. 
Gift from Matthew Stieringer Sr. 


Printing press used by Maria B. 
Fike, teacher at Sang Run, Mason, 
and Lynndale schools. 1929-30, 1930- 
31 Mason School photographs. Gifts 
from Mrs. Opal Fike Martin. 

Ledger of Enops Kepner, Mer- 
chant. Gift from George Porter and 
Mary Jane DeWitt through Mrs. Mary 
Jones. 

Methodist Hymnal of Miss Lottie 
Loar. Gift from Mary Jane DeWitt 
through Mrs. Mary Jones. 

Casteel Family Information. Gift 
from Stephanie Lang. 

“Depression Glass.” Gifts from 
Miss Alice Howard. 

B. & O. scoop shovel. Gift from 
Oma Farrell. 

Maryland Theatre Card. Deer 
Park ceramic memento. Gifts from 
Delmar R. and Sandra T. Sliger. 

Two metal plates from original 
Deep Creek Lake Bridge. Gifts from 
Bob and Dixie Moore. 

Postcard: Seelheim, The Weber 
Homestead. Gift from Sandra 


Denton. 


Personal Memories of the old Fair 
Sweep School. Gift from Nellie 
Swartzentruber. 


Booklet: “Memories of the 1940's, 
Class of 1942.” Gift from Helen M. 
Bray. 

Quart milk bottle from Highland 
Park Dairy. Aunt Jemima Creamer 
and Salt Shaker. Gifts from 
Stephanie Lang. 


Family history notebook: “A His- 
tory of the Sebold Family.” Gift from 
Michael Joseph Terneus. 

Cooper Yale padlock — 1876- 
1878. Loan from Herbert Wildesen. 


Antique Vaporizor. Pat. date 
1888. Gift from Paul & Patty Gra- 
ham in memory of Red and Opal 
Shaffer. 


1876 German Bible. Gift from 
Wilma S. Bigelow. 


THANK 
YOU 


Without the loans and dona- 
tions of objects, the Garrett 
County Historical Society’s mu- 
seum would not exist. Each one 
of the objects is a treasured fam- 
ily memento that has a special 
position in the history of Garrett 
County. The Historical Society 
extends a special word of thanks 
to all who have been so generous 
with their particular presenta- 
tions through the years since the 
museum collection was first be- 
gun. 
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Continued from Page 289 


lady is going to attempt to back 
the boat trailer offmy deck. How- 
ever, she does not have the ex- 
pertise to back a trailer, but she 
has decided not to let anyone 
assist her. If it takes an hour, it 
takes an hour. Meanwhile, traf- 
fic behind her is backed up to 
Silver Tree Inn and there is no- 
where for the cars to go that have 
added to the gridlock. 

The backing trailer takes an 
hour to get off my deck, traffic is 
backed up to Route 219, and the 
police even getinto the fray. And 
... well ... ’m still trying to pro- 
mote a tie of friendship between 
people with “the Glendale wave.” 

Deep Creek Renaissance 

On a more positive note, ’m 
amazed at the renaissance Deep 
Creek Lake has seen in recent 
years. 

Do youremember the “camps,” 
the outhouses, the steel drum 
docks? Then we progressed to 
cottages, septic systems and real 
bathrooms. How bout Karen’s 
Castle designed by architect Phil 
Silkey on the site of the former 
“Pete” Smith property. Imagine, 
homes selling for well over seven 
hundred thousand dollars, and 
many others which have never 
been put on the market which 
would even dwarf that price tag. 

Goodby! 

As I say farewell, I have to say 
a very special “goodbye” to my 
friend, the late Aza Stanton; he 
captured me in one of his more 
famous pencil sketches. He and 
his wife Louise built their home 
on my south shoulder called “Cat 
Rocks.” His studio overlooked the 
lake; his prints are still avail- 
able at local shops. 

My words of wisdom that I 


leave with all who cross my re- 
placement in this place of beauty 
are, “Keep promoting the Glen- 
dale wave.” A sign at a nearby 
gas station reads:"Pump first, 
then pay. It’s the Garrett County 
way." So, too, is a friendly smile, 
anod ofthe head, ora wave of the 
hand to become an ambassador 
for bringing friendship to this 
mountaintop resort known as 
Garrett County’s Deep Creek 
Lake. 


NAMES 


Back in the 1930s, Miss Eliza- 
beth West didsome research and 
compileda list ofnames of people 
and places in Garrett County; 
below is a part of the list. 

Toliver’s Run - Toliver Falls. 
Named for Toliver Childs. 

Swanton. Named for an early 
settler who built one of the first 
saw mills in Garrett County. 

Engle’s Mills. Named for the 
Engle family, who located in the 
county area before 1789. 

Kaese’s Mill. Named for 
Henry A. Kaese Sr. 

Crellin. Named for Robert P. 
Crellin, who organized the lum- 
ber mill in that town. 

Hutton. Named for Samuel 
Hutton, one ofthe first vice-presi- 
dents of the B. & O. Railroad. 

Kempton. Named for Dr. 
Kemp. 

Finzel. Named after the fam- 
ily of Patrick Finzel. 

Frazee’s Ridge. Named for 
Thurman Frazee, first perma- 
nent settler of Selbysport. 

Selbysport. Named for Capt. 
Ervan Shelby. 

Friendsville. Named for John, 
Andrew, Gabriel, Charles, and 
Augustine Friend, early settlers. 

Savage River. Named by 
Major Mayo on his map of 1735 
for John Savage. 





“Hoye Crest” On 
The Map! 


The spot was dedicated Sep- 
tember 1, 1952, andnamed “Hoye 
Crest,” in honor of Capt. Charles 
Hoye, historian and one of the 
founders of the Garrett County 
Historical Society. On June 1, 
1960, members of the Garrett 
County Historical Society 
struggled up Backbone Moun- 
tain to erect the big metal sign 
provided Maryland Historical So- 
ciety. 

Yet, only a few people knew 
the name “Hoye Crest” had been 
given to the place, because exist- 
ing Maryland Geological Survey 
maps simply noted the location 
as “... believed to be the highest 
point in Maryland.” 

Although many members of 
the Historical Society wondered 
why the name “Hoye Crest” was 
not on the map, it took the efforts 
of one member to see that it was 
properly designated on future 
maps; this was Mr. Jeffrey H. 
Fowler of Baltimore. 

Since Mr. Fowler lives in the 
city, he took it upon himself to 
contact the Maryland Geological 
Survey personally about noting 
“Hoye Crest” on future maps of 
Garrett County. This past July, 
he received a letter confirming 
the fact that the name “Hoye 
Crest” will be printed on future 
maps put out by the Maryland 
Geological Survey. 

Mr. Jeffrey Fowler, the 


Garrett County Historical Soci- 
ety thanks you for your persis- 
tence in this matter. 


Life Membership - 
$250 


Back in 1996, the dues struc- 
ture of the Historical Society was 
changed. Dues were increased to 
$15.00, and the Life Member- 
ship for $100.00 was eliminated. 
Since that time there have been 
requests to have the Life Mem- 
bership restored. The Board of 
Directors has restored this fea- 
ture of the dues structure; now 
the fee for a Life Membership is 
$250. 


Museum Visttors 


Displaying the artifacts which 
have been donated or loaned to 
the Historical Society is one of 
the functions of the Museum. It 
is the way in which visitors learn 
something of the history of 
Garrett County. Since the move 
to the new museum, there has 
been a dramatic increase in the 
number of visitors who have come 
to see what is on display. 

In 1995 there were 2,409 visi- 
tors to the old museum. In 1996 
there were only 2,271 visitors to 
the museum. In 1997 the His- 
torical Society moved the Mu- 
seum to downtown Oakland and 
up to October 11th, there have 
been 4,024 visitors who have 
come to see the Historical 
Society’s collection of artifacts. 
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Japanese TV crew at Penn Alps. 
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TV crew which photographed Casselman River Bridge. 


Ree 


Garrett County Bridge In Japan 


Back in the September 1989 
issue of The Glades Star there 
was an article called “Garrett 
County Window In California.” It 
was generated by acall from Mr. 
Christopher Toy, who had bought 
a stained glass window in a Cali- 
fornia antique shop. Hisonlyclue 
to the origin of the window was 
the words inscribed in the glass, 
“The Grussendorfs of Hutton, Md.” 
Eventually, it wasidentified asa 
window from the old St. Mark’s 
Church building in Oakland. 

This past November, another 
Garrett County object was trans- 
ported out ofthe County, ...... but 
only on video tape. This was the 
Casselman River Bridge at 
Grantsville’s Penn Alps. Itwas 
photographed by a Japanese 
Network TV crew on November 
23rd as part of a documentary 
series called “Bridges Of The 


World.” 

Crew Director Scott Nakamori 
remarked, “Thisisa very oldand 
unique bridge. It’s hard to believe 
that it carried modern highway 
traffic in the 1930s.” 

And ... Oh, yes....Several 
Garrett County residents were 
also transported to Japan on 
video tape: there is a TV shot of 
Gary Yoder fly fishing in the 
Casselman River near the bridge; 
another of Grantsville’s Mayor 
Fred Holliday and Promotion 
Council’s Diane Wolfe looking 
over the side of the bridge; and 
finally one of John Grant walking 
down the bridge’s roadway. 

However, even though its pic- 
tureisonaTVscreen halfa world 
away in Japan, the Casselman 
River Bridge is still in Garrett 
County where it has been since it 
was built in 1813. 


THE GLADES STAR 315 


Student Writers 


In thisissue of The Glades Star 
there are three articles written 
by two students from Southern 
High School. One is by Michelle 
Paugh, and there are two by 
Heather Harvey. 

Miss Paugh relates some fam- 
ily history associated with the 
famous Pennington Cottage on 
the Deer Park Hotel grounds. 
Miss Harvey wrote an extensive 
article about the settlement and 
industry of Steyer, MD. As a re- 
sult, the long article was divided 
into two separate articles called 
“Karly Industry in Steyer” and 
“Steyer History.” Both students 
were encouraged in their writing 
efforts by Mr. Matthew Novak, 
teacher at Southern High School. 


Life Membership *250 


Members are asked to note 
that the Life Membership cat- 
egory has been restored to the 
dues structure of the Historical 
Society. The Board of Directors 
voted to include it once more ata 
fee of $250. 


Hostetler History Books 


During the latter part of No- 
vember 1997, the Historical So- 
ciety received a book on the fam- 
ily history of the Hostetler family 
from Nova J. Boyer. 

Ms. Boyer has compiled sev- 
eral books about the Hostetler 
familyin honorofHenry and Cora 
Hostetler which were published 
during 1997. She has offered 
them for sale at $7.50 each. 

For thereaders who would like 
more information, contact Ms. 
Boyer at the following address: 
NovaJ. Boyer, 12408 Salem Lane, 
Bowie, MD 20715. 





Museum Fund 


Raising Dinner 

Another in the series of Fund 
Raising Dinners will be held on 
Thursday evening, April 23, 1998 
at the Pleasant Valley Commu- 
nity Building, Joni Miller Road 
(next to Ridgply Rafters) begin- 
ning at 6:30 p.m. Price for the 
dinner will be $12.00 per person. 

A form for reservations is in 
the center of this issue of the 
magazine. Note that it must be 
completed and mailed by April 
15th. Continued support by 
friends and members of the soci- 
ety has aided greatly in the reduc- 
tion of the outstanding debt on 
the New Museum Building. From 
the original obligation of 
$150,000.00 the debt has been 
reduced to about $68,000.00. 

Please make plans tojoin other 
members of the Garrett County 
Historical Society at the dinner 
on Thursday, April 23rd. 
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seminate knowledge of our local 
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THE GLADES STAR 
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as second-class matter March 12, 
1942, at the Post Office at Oak- 
land, Maryland, under the Act of 
August 24, 1912. 

PRINTED by the Sincell Pub- 
lishing Co., Inc., Oakland, Mary- 
land. FORSALE bythe secretary 
and at the Ruth Enlow Library. 
Single copy $3.75 

MEMBERSHIP: Annual 
membership fee is $15.00; life 
membership $250.00. The four 
issues of this quarterly bulletin, 
THE GLADES STAR, are in- 
cluded with each membership. 

POSTMASTER: Send ad- 
dress changes to Glades Star, 
877 Fricks Crossing Road, Deer 
Park, MD 21550. 

CORRESPONDENCE: 
Glades Star, 107 S. Second 
Street, Oakland, MD 21550. 


June 20, 1998 
Is Announced Date 
ForAnnual Banquet 


Plans have now been com- 
pleted for the annual Historical 
Society dinner in June of this 
year. It will be heldon Saturday 
evening, June 20, at the Deer 
Park Fire Hall. (Members are 
asked to note the change in loca- 
tion from where it has been held 
for a number of years.) As pres- 
ently planned the menu will fea- 
ture adinner for the price of $12.00 
per person. 


The program for the eveningis 
one which will concern the past 
and present Garrett County as 
well as the State of Maryland. 
Presented by the Maryland De- 
partment of Natural Resources, 
it is called “Three Centuries of 
Rangers.” It brings together both 
the frontier rangers ofthe French 
and Indian War era (from this 
area of Maryland) andthe present 
forest rangers of the Maryland 
Forest and Park Service. 


A bit of history which is often 
overlooked is that State Senator 
McCullough Brown of Garrett 
County was one of the persons 
who assisted in establishing the 
Maryland Forestry Service. Dur- 
ing the evening of the banquet, 
there will be the customary busi- 
ness session. It willincludeitems 
concerning the Society, election of 
new members to the Board of 
Directors, and reports by the vari- 
ous committees. 

Areservation form for the ban- 


quet is included in this issue of 
The Glades Star. 
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A Letter From Corresponding Secretary 


As the Corresponding Secre- 
tary of the Society, I collect your 
dues each year. Over the years I 
feel like I have come to know you 
personally through your corre- 
spondence, phone calls and vis- 
its. Many of you have become 
friends, and I have tried to help 
you where I can, and have tried to 
fill your book orders promptly. 

As spokesperson for the Soci- 
ety, would like to tell youhow 
badly we need your continued 
help and support. In undertak- 
ing a larger building for museum 
and headquarters, we have ac- 
quired a large debt. We need to 
defray our mortgage before we 
can begin to repair or remodel the 
building. Everyone whovisits the 
museum is so pleased with what 
has been done. 

Presently we are trying to 


raise funds to help make the 
monthly mortgage payments. We 
have held dinners, raffles, auc- 
tions, and bingos, but we arestill 
desperately in need of your help. 
If you could send something extra 
when you pay your dues it would 
be appreciated. 

For those who can send an 
extra $50, we will send you Vol- 
ume 2 of the Marriage Record. 
For a donation of $100, we will 
send you acopy of Glimpse of the 
Past, and for $150, we will send 
you our newest book, The 125th 
Anniversary Photo Album; (This 
is a book about the history of 
Garrett County.) 

We have to make this a lim- 
ited time offer and this will end 
on June 30, 1998. 

Sincerely, 
Martha Kahl 


NAME 
PHONE 


ADDRESS 


E-MAIL 


$150 





$100 


$50 _—C(s Otter 


You will receive a receipt for your donation. 
We are a 501 (c) (3) Corporation. 
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Reprint of Indian Blood? 


Ed. Note: In the Decem- 
ber 1997 issue of the magazine, 
there was an article with an in- 
quiry concerning the republish- 
ing of this book. From the point of 
general interest, the article is 
repeated in this issue. 


In 1967, Evelyn Guard Olsen 
published her book, Indian Blood. 
Init she recounted the history of 
the Friend family’s genealogical 
and historical growth in western 
Maryland. Hervivid descriptions 
of unspoiled land, water and wild 
animals in 1765, when three 
Friends traded for land with the 
Indians, are remarkable. 


Historically detailed accounts 
of the development of this “first” 
familyin the region has endeared 
this book to members of the 


Friend family and history “buffs” 
of Garrett County. 


Unfortunately, this family 
narrative has been out of print 
since the mid-1980s; however, 
now and then your Editor hears 
the question, “Do youthink there 
will ever be a reprint of Indian 
Blood”? 


Such an undertaking requires 
a lot of work on the part of who- 
ever does the reprint to make the 
effort worthwhile. Drop your Edi- 
tora line at 115N. Second Street, 
Oakland, MD 21550, it you think 
there should be a reprint of Jn- 
dian Blood. It will be passed along 
to the people who could do the 
reprint. 
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Donations For The 
New Museum Fund 


Latest individual donations to the New Museum Fund 
which have been made by the following persons or 
organizations up to January 31, 1998. 

Leslie J. Amtmann 
Black & Decker 
Edith G. Brock 
Dr. & Mrs. Eugene J. Cornett 
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Crawford 
Ladies Auxiliary to the Deer Park V.F.D. 
Gonder Insurance Agency, Inc. 
Joan L. Johnson 
Dr. & Mrs. Herbert H. Leighton 
Colleen G. Nordeck 
Oakland - Mt. Lake Park Lions Club 
Lenora Reams 
J. Samuel Slicer 
Telephone Pioneers of America, MD Chapter #44 


Times-Mirror Foundation 
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Memorial Donations List 


Latest Memorial donations to the New Museum Fund by 
individuals and organizations up to January 31, 1998. 


In Memory Of 
Brian Browning by Carl M. & Dorothy B. Cathell 
Brian Browning by Judge and Mrs. Lewis R. Jones 


Lt. Carroll W. Casteel by (sisters) Gertrude Casteel Savage, 
Louise Casteel Hood and Norma Casteel Weeks 


Mr. & Mrs. W.L. Casteel by (daughters) Gertrude Casteel 
Savage, Louise Casteel Hood and Norma Casteel Weeks 


Evelyn Casteel Glotfelty by Gertrude Casteel Savage, Louise 
Casteel Hood and Norma Casteel Weeks 


Roger Glotfelty by Judge and Mrs. Lewis Jones 
Lucile Browning Grant by John & Jean Grant 
Ruby F. Johnson by Jean & Jack Beard 

Donald Lipscomb by Gonder Insurance Agency, Inc. 
Our Parents by Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Cosner 


Hasaleah (Yutzy) Rice and Wade Hampton Rice, Sr. by 
Carolynn Yutzy Rice 


William Ashby Shirer by Jacquelyn L. Shirer 
Elsie Sincell by Mary Naylor Bennett 

Elsie Sincell by Nancy Helbig 

Elsie Sincell by Judge & Mrs. Lewis Jones 


In Honor of Judge & Mrs. Lewis R. Jones by Thomas S. & 
Diane Jones 


Judge & Mrs. Lewis R. Jones by Nancy, Steve, Cheryl & Andy 
Putman 


Judge & Mrs. Lewis R. Jones by Edith S. Votta, for the children 
and grandchildren of Mr. & Mrs. Donald Swecker. 


Thomas S. & Diane Jones by Judge & Mrs. Lewis R. Jones 
Wilbur Jones by Judge & Mrs. Lewis R. Jones 
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Section of paper which caught Rosco Rohrbaugh’s attention. 


Unusual Old Newspaper 


“My dad said he was walking 
down a street in New York City, 
when he happened to look down 
and see the old newspaper. What 
caught his eye was a picture of 
Abraham Lincoln.” 

Richard Rohrbaugh was de- 
scribing how his father, Rosco 
Rohrbaugh, found a copy of the 
New York Herald dated Satur- 
day, April 15, 1865. It carried the 
news about Lincoln’s assassina- 
tion and was lying in rubble from 
a building that was being reno- 
vated. 

Rosco Rohrbaugh was sta- 
tioned in New York at the time, 
prior to going overseas during 
World War II. Although the pa- 
per had deteriorated so that 
pages 1 and 2 were separated 
from 3 and 4, he found that both 


halves of the old paper were still 
legible. Not only was he able to 
read about Lincoln’s assassina- 
tion, but he found that it carried 
news about the anticipated end 
of the Civil War. 
Forgotten Bits Of History 

It takes reading an old news- 
paper, like the Herald of April 15, 
1865, to find forgotten facts about 
the end of the Civil War. Lee’s 
surrender to Grant a Appomattox 
Court House on April 9, 1865, 
was the end of major Confederate 
fighting, but not the end of the 
war; it dragged on for weeks as 
successive Confederate generals 
surrendered their troops to Union 
generals. 

This issue of the New York 
Herald brings out this fact, when 
recording that General Grant at- 
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Richard Rohrbaugh holds mounted sections of 1865 newspaper. 


tended a Cabinet meeting in 
Washington the day the Lincoln 
was shot. Itstates that there was 
a general air of optimism at the 
meeting because the conflict be- 
tween North and South was near 
an end. Interestingly, General 
and Mrs. Grant were also to at- 
tend the play at Ford’s Theater 
that night, but at the last minute 
decided to go on a trip instead of 
going to the theater. 
Grant and Lee 

Apparently fighting had 
ceased between the two armiesin 
Virginia several days before the 
April 9th surrender. Anotheritem 
in the old newspaper is a dis- 
patch from Appomattox Court 
House telling of a pre-surrender 
meeting between Lee and Grant, 
a day before the final surrender 
papers were signed. It depicts 
the noble character of the two 
generals. 

Lee, alone, rode horseback to 
Appomattox Court House to meet 
with Grant. The Herald corre- 


spondent tells how the two gener- 
als saluted one another and, with 
their horses standing side by side, 
satin their saddles for two hours 
discussing surrender terms. 
Unfortunately, there is not a 
record of what was said, because 
the two men were out of hearing 
from the accompanying Union 
officers. However, Grant, with his 
prodigious memory, probably in- 
cluded most of the details of their 
conversation in the surrender 
papers. 

Also included in the Herald 
dispatches from Appomattox was 
a human interest story which 
must have taken place many 
times in other places during the 
weeks that followed. The Herald 
correspondent told of Confeder- 
ate and Unionstaffofficers greet- 
ing one another at the pre-surren- 
der conferences. Many of them 
had been classmates at West 
Point before the war began, and 
were glad to find their friends had 
survived the conflict. 
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Attempted Assassination Of 
Seward 

Onthe same night Lincoln was 
shot, an attempt was made to kill 
Secretary of State William Henry 
Seward at his home in Washing- 
ton. Details of this attempted 
assassination were also carried 
in the New York Herald for April 
15th. 

Seward had been involvedina 
carriage accident which left him 
with a broken arm and jaw. He 
was recuperating at home when 
the assassin appeared at the 
Seward’s door and claimed he 
had a prescription for the Secre- 
tary of State. Admitted to the 
house, he went directly to Se- 
ward's bedroom and began stab- 
bing him in the throat and chest. 
Hearing the disturbance, his son 
ran to his father’s rescue and was 
also attacked by the assassin. 

At the time of publication of 
the newspaper on April 15th, it 
was doubtful if the two of them 
would survive. However, history 
reveals that both of them recov- 
ered from the wounds inflicted by 
the assassin, who escaped into 
the darkness that night. 

Inheritance 

Shortly after he found the old 
copy of the New York Herald, Rosco 
Rohrbaugh sent the newspaper 
home for safe keeping when he 
went overseas in World War II. 
The paper passed down to Rich- 
ard when his father died in the 
early 1970s. Some years later, 
Richard sentit to Philadelphia to 
be treated with a preservative 
and placed between two sheet of 
clear plastic. Then, in the 1990s 
he had both halves of the newspa- 
per mounted in glass frames. 

This past December, Richard 
loaned the frames containing the 
old newspaper to the Society’s 
museum, where they will be on 
display for an indefinite period. 


The Pennington 


Cottage 


by Michelle Paugh 

The Pennington Cottage was 
originally built in the late-eigh- 
teen hundreds as a private sum- 
mer vacation home. The interior 
had regular living quarters for 
the family. There were also ser- 
vant quarters in the cottage. On 
the same property there were also 
a barn, horse stables, and quar- 
ters for grounds keepers. 

Early in the nineteen hun- 
dreds, my two maiden great- 
aunts inherited the cottage. Their 
names were Alice Campbell and 
Ellen Campbell. 

To keep up with the repairs 
and maintenance of the cottage, 
they rented rooms tosummer visi- 
tors. Often when the Deer Park 
Hotel was in full operation dur- 
ing the summer season, the over- 
flow of people would stay in local 
homes such as Pennington Cot- 
tage. Among the guests who 
stayed with my great-aunts were 
two former Presidents and sev- 
eral congressmen. 

The horse stables of the cot- 
tage were remodeled several 
times during the years the hotel 
was inoperation. The first was to 
accommodate carriages as well 
as horses; a later remodeling was 
made to accommodate automo- 
biles as well as carriages. 

Part Of Hotel Grounds 

Pennington Cottage was one 
of three cottages which my great- 
aunts owned in the row of cot- 
tages located on the road behind 
the hotel. This was a beautiful 
area of the hotel grounds and in 
addition to the cottages there was 
Catholic Convent on the street 
directly behind the cottages. Like 
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The Pennington Cottage. 


Pennington Cottage, whichis still 
standing, the main house of the 
conventremains, but other build- 
ings associated with it have been 
torn down. 

During the years that the 
Campbell sisters lived in Pen- 
nington Cottage, my mother 
spent most of her summer vaca- 
tions there. My grandmother took 
care of the Campbell sisters as 
they grew older; eventually, when 
their health failed completely, 
the property was sold. 

Changes Are Made 

The new owners of the cottage 
had to make extensive repairs to 
the cottage and change some of 
its basicsystems. As an example 
of what changes had to be made, 
old gas lights were replaced with 
electric lights. Some of the out- 
buildings which were no longer 
needed were torn down, as was 
one of the cottages next door. (Itis 
now a parking lot.) That cottage 


was in bad condition, but some of 
its parts were salvaged to en- 
hance the Pennington Cottage. 

A few years later, it was sold 
again. By this time the Deer Park 
Hotel was gone, as were many of 
the family homes also located on 
the grounds. However, the sale 
brought a new name to the old 
cottage. It was renamed “Deer 
Park Inn,” and became famous 
for the excellent meals which were 
served there. 

Even thoughithas anew name, 
one thing about the old 
Pennnington Cottage has not 
changed: the welcoming of over- 
night guests. In the same way 
that my great-aunts accommo- 
dated “over flow” guests from the 
Deer Park Hotel, the new owners 
have rooms for rent to accommo- 
date people who want to rest a 
few days in the quiet surround- 
ings offered by the old Deer Park 
Hotel grounds. 
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Picture of "Mitchell’s Barn." 
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DUES PAYABLE ... 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Dues for the ensuing year, beginning July 1, 1998, are payable as of 
that date. Dues will be delinquent after July lst. Any member who has 
not paid dues by September 1, 1998, shall be automatically dropped 
from membership. Dues are $15.00 and may be paid at any branch of the 
Ruth Enlow Library, or by mailing a check to Mrs. Kahl. 


Name 

Address 

Phone number: (_) E-Mail 
Send to: Mrs. Randall R. Kahl 


877 Fricks Crossing Road 
Deer Park, MD 21550 


MUSEUM FUND RAISING DINNER 


The dinner will be held at Pleasant Valley Community Build- 
ing, Joni Miller Rd. [next to Rigidply Rafters] Thursday, April 23, 1998, 
at 6:30 p.m. Price $12.00 per person. Reservations must be made by 
April 15. 


Please make reservations at $12.00 each. 


Total amount enclosed 


Names for whom you are making reservations 


Phone number: (_) 


Send to: Mrs. Dorothy Cathell 
550 Liberty Street 
Oakland, MD 21550 
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ANNUAL DINNER RESERVATIONS 


The annual dinner will be held on Saturday, June 20, 1998, at 
6:30 p.m. in the Deer Park Fire Hall, Deer Park, MD. Reservations must 
be made by June 13, 1998. Price of the meal is $12.00 per person. 
Please make reservations at $12.00 per person. 


Total amount enclosed 


Names for whom you are making reservations 


Phone number(_) 


Sendto: Mrs. Dorothy Cathell 
550 Liberty Street 
Oakland, MD 21550 


I would like to make a donation to the New Museum Fund of the 
Garrett County Historical Society in the amount of 


If the donation is to be a memorial, please list the name or names of 
persons to be honored in the memorial. 


Send to: Mrs. Randall R. Kahl 
877 Fricks Crossing Road 
Deer Park, MD 21550 
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Volunteer Form 
For 1998 


Please Complete Form and Return 
with Dues Payment 


Name 


Address 


City, State, & Zip 


Phone number(s) 


Please circle the areas that apply 
to your special interest. 
1. Special programs 6. Collection maintenance 
2. Fundraising 7. Docents 
3. Buildingandgrounds __ 8. Office support 
4. Publicity 9. Record keeping 
5. Exhibits 10. Other: 
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Town of Steyer today. 


Early Industry In Steyer 


There might be a tendency to 
think there wasn’t any industry 
along the North Branch of the 
Potomac River until the West 
Virginia Central and Pittsburgh 
Railroad was built. Although 
timber and mining “boomed” af- 
ter the railroad pushed up the 
valley, there was industry in the 
Steyer area before the railroad 
arrived. Timber Baron Henry G. 
Davis was busy floating logs down 
the river. He built a large dam in 
the bottom land near the George 
Steyer farm and called it “Steyer 
Dam.” 

Thisinteresting fact is recalled 
in an article about Steyer written 
by Miss Heather Harvey. The full 
text of her article is in this issue 
of The Glades Star. 

The Steyer Dam 
Miss Harvey writes the fol- 


lowing about the Steyer Dam. 

“Around 1870, the first indus- 
try came to the Potomac Valley. 
It was cleaning out and building 
dams on the Potomac River to 
make it navigable for floating 
logs down the river to Piedmont, 
W.Va., to be sawed into lumber. 
Henry G. Davis got a grant from 
the government to do this work, 
and worked all along the river 
from Piedmont, W.Va., to above 
Wilson, W.Va.” 

“The work included blasting 
out the rocks, building coffer 
dams, and doing anything that 
was needed to keep the water and 
logs in the main channel of the 
river. 

“Henry G. Davis built a large 
dam across the river to furnish 
enough water inthe dry season to 
float logs down the river. He 
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called this the Steyer Dam, as it 
was near the George Steyer farm. 
Mr. Steyer boarded the men that 
worked onthe river and dam. He 
had as many as forty boarders at 
one time. 

“This was the first major in- 
dustry that came to the Potomac 
Valley in the Steyer area.” 
Another Information Source 

The Garrett County History p. 
264 enlarges on this information 
about Davis’ work. 

“Western Maryland lumber- 
ingin the late nineteenth century 
followed the paths of rail lines 
and the courses of rivers. Prior to 
the construction of railroads in 
the northern and extreme south- 
ern sections of Garrett County, 
the timber industry centered on 
certain points along the Balti- 
more and Ohio line.” 

“The Cumberland Daily News 
reported as early as 1872 that 
‘Henry Gassaway Davis and 
Brothers have 75 men employed 
in construction of a boom on the 
Potomac River above Piedmont, 
W.Va., and in making excava- 
tions for a reservoir in which to 
float logs as they come down the 
River...... Alargesawmillis tobe 
erected on the Maryland side of 
the river near Bloomington. The 
bed of the Potomac for 50 miles is 
to be cleared and obstructions to 
logs removed.’ 

125 Years Later 

Successive floods on the 
Potomac River have fairly well 
obliterated the “Steyer Dam” 
location, yet many of the local 
residents can point out where it 
was situated. For years it was 
the local swimming hole. 

Miss Heather Harvey gives a 
few more details about swim- 
ming in the river. 


“After a period of time it 
washed out a big hole below the 
spill-way. Later years this was 
used as the ‘Old Swimming Hole.’ 
Men and boys from all around the 
area would gather there on Sun- 
day to swim. The men and good 
swimmers would swim at the 
dam. The poor swimmers would 
go to a place just below the dam, 
where the water was not so deep. 
This was called the ‘Baby Hole.” 

Thus, the first industry in the 
Steyer area, prior to the building 
of the railroad, later became the 
center of summer recreation for 
several generations of men and 
boys who learned to swim in 
“Steyer Dam.” 


Steyer History 


by Heather Harvey 
The Land 

First there were farms and 
well-known people, then a town 
by the same name. 

John Steyersettledin the Oak- 
landareain 1824. Later, through 
a trustee sale oflandon February 
4, 1832, he acquired the begin- 
ning of the family’s acreagein the 
Potomac River watershed. In 
later years, his son, John George 
Steyer, enlarged the family’s hold- 
ings untilit was as muchas 1,700 
acres at one time. 

When John Steyer purchased 
the land at the 1832 sale, the 
Potomac Valley, except for Ryan’s 
Glade, was practically an un- 
touched wilderness covered with 
avirgin forest of oak, maple, hem- 
lock, chestnut and other hard- 
woods. Wild turkeys, deer and 
bear were plentiful. Naturally, 
the family income of those days 
was suited to the land: farming, 
trapping and digging wild gin- 
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Logs for the Steyer sawmill. 


344 THE GLADES STAR 


seng. 

However, one money raising 
business did exist on the prop- 
erty when George Steyer pur- 
chased it. This was an old fash- 
ioned, water-wheel driven, “up 
and down” sawmill; it and other 
mills established the Steyer fam- 
ily in the lumber business. It 
furnished lumber for the B & O 
Railroad in the 1850s and the 
West Virginia Central and Pitts- 
burgh Railroad (later the West- 
ern Maryland) when it was built 
in 1882. Locally, the business 
furnished lumber for the White 
Church built in the 1860s. 

The Village of Steyer 

In 1882, the West Virginia 
Central and Pittsburgh Railroad 
was expanding up stream in the 
Potomac River Valley. The com- 
pany built a water tank and sta- 
tion and called the location 
“Stoyer,” and thus the village got 
the first ofits three names. Later, 
it was called “Branard” and fi- 
nally, it got the correct family 
name, “Steyer.” 

After the railroad was com- 
pleted, William Whitmer built 
the first houses in the village. It 
was a regular “sawmill” town, 
and consisted of a sawmill, eight 
dwelling houses, astore building, 
barns, etc. 

In 1903, the Datesman Coal 
Company acquired a large hold- 
ing of coal land. The company 
added to the town of “Stoyer” a 
store building, saloon, nine dwell- 
ing houses, coal tipple, the first 
post office, the first telegraph of- 
fice, andenough other housing to 
accommodate about fifty foreign 
laborers. In 1907, the coal com- 
pany built ten more dwelling 
houses. Finally, the town had 


more than forty houses. 

A school house was built dur- 
ing this period and it was also 
used for a church. 

Coal Industry 

Until about 1928, coal mining 
was a major industry in the 
Potomac River valley. Around 
the village of Steyer, the mines 
employed more than a hundred 
men. 

After 1903, the coal mines in 
the Steyer area changed hands 
several times. The companies 
were as follows: Datesman Coal 
Company, Stoyer Run Coal Com- 
pany, Thompson Coal Company, 
Branard Coal Company, Aber- 
deen Coal Company, Waitman 
Smokeless Coal Company, 
Steyer Coal Company, and the 
Potomac River Coal Company. 

By 1960, only two of the origi- 
nal “company” houses in Steyer 
were still standing; the John T. 
Steyer and Virgil T. Steyer houses. 
(In 1892 when Mr. Whitmer had 
cut out the timber stand and was 
ready to move to another job, he 
soldhis property to John T. Steyer, 
who made it his permanent 
home.) 

Town And Family 

Virgil T. Steyer was appointed 
postmaster in 1912 andservedin 
that capacity until 1934, when he 
was elected County Commis- 
sioner for Garrett County. His 
wife, Nellie P. Steyer, was then 
appointed postmaster and served 
the office until it was discontin- 
uedin March 31, 1958. The couple 
owned the post office building, 
ran a general store, and operated 
a sawmill and lumber yard for 
forty-six years. 

The post office was served by 
Railway Mail Service until Janu- 
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ary 1957, when mail and passen- 
ger service was discontinued by 
the Western Maryland Railroad. 
Then, it was served by a rural 
carrier from Deer Park, Mary- 
land, until the post office was 
closed in 1958. 

The Steyer Store and Post 
Office were burned down in 1980 
by the Gorman Fire Department 
as an authorized, controlled fire; 
the buildings were considered a 
safety hazard. 

Today, the once thriving town 
of Steyer consists of seven houses 
(two of which are vacant) and one 
trailer. During its lifetime, Steyer 
played an important role in the 
history of Garrett County; fur- 
nishing lumber and coal for the 
railroads, and serving the com- 
munity needs with its post office 
and general store. 

Yet, Steyer survives; the coal 
veins that once built its prosper- 
ity are still there and hold out 
hope for a renewed life of the town 
one day in the future. 

The Legend of Difficult Falls 

At one time there was a 
Shawnee Indian village and tribal 
activity on the land that was later 
owned by the Steyer family. Some 
settlers livédin the Ryan’s Glade 
area, and one day a few Indians 
showed up at a Settler’s cabin. 
They advised him that they had 
come to get some lead, as there 
was aleadmineinthearea. After 
he prevailed upon them to do so, 
the Indians agreed to let the set- 
tler go with them and get some 
lead too, but under the condition 
that he would not be able to locate 
the mine in later years. 

They started on their journey 
to the lead mine, which was pos- 
sibly on the McCullough Trail. 
When they got to the vicinity of 


Difficult Creek, the Indians 
blind-folded the settler, and 
marched him around for a while 
so he would loose his sense of 
direction. Then, they continued 
on into the wilderness until they 
came to the lead mine. 

The Indians took offthe blind- 
fold and they secured all the lead 
they wanted to carry back. They 
put the blind-fold on the settler 
again, kept it on until they got 
back to the same place on Diffi- 
cult Creek where they took it off. 
The settler was completely be- 
wildered, and did not know which 
way he had been traveling. 

Over two hundred years have 
passed. Old settlers have 
searched; logging and timber op- 
erators have covered all of this 
territory, yet no lead mine has 
ever been found. 


Davis, Maryland - 
Again 

Back in June 1989, Mr. Al 
Feldstein was the guest speaker 
for the Society’s annual dinner. 
Mr. Feldstein had published a 
series of photographic books, us- 
ing old post cards of the area. The 
books were very popular, and he 
was a natural choice to be the 
guest speaker at the annual din- 
ner. 

To highlight his talk, Mr. 
Feldstein showed a series of 
slides made from post cards of 
Garrett County. One of the photo- 
graphs which flashed on the 
screen was unfamiliar to the au- 
dience. It showed a town called 
Davis, Maryland. 

“Are you sure it shouldn’t be 
Davis, W.Va.?” was the general 
question that came from the au- 
dience. 

“I don’t know,” replied Mr. 
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Feldstein. “Perhaps someone in 
the audience might know more 
about it.” 

The slide was shown on the 
screen again, and several people 
ventured the opinion that the 
background landscape looked like 
the Casselman River valley near 
Jennings. The thing which 
brought about some confusion 
was the size of the town shown in 
the photograph. It seemed im- 
possible that it could have disap- 
peared without leaving some 
traces. 

Eventually, research revealed 
thatin 1913 Mr. J.B.Davis,a well- 
known lumber man of Ursina, 
Pa., established a sawmill and 
town for the workmen on the flat 
land in the Casselman River val- 
ley west of the present Rt. 495 
between Jennings and Grants- 
ville. The town assumed the name 


“Davis” after Mr. J. B. Davis. The 
lumber operation continued un- 
til 1918, when the mill was dis- 
mantled and the houses in the 
town were torn down. 

The town of Davis, Maryland, 
was gone. Only a postcard photo- 
graph andsome foundation ruins 
on the flat ground were proof that 
it ever existed. 

Then, anew book of Leo Beachy 
photographs was published this 
Fall, and included were two pic- 
tures of Davis, Maryland. One 
was a photograph of the company 
store and the other was the town’s 
baseball team. Together, the two 
photographs provide a glimpse of 
the town’s life and more proof 
that it once existed in the 
Casselman River valley. 

Acomplete text about Davis, Md., 


can be found in the June 1991 issue 
of The Glades Star. 


More Leo Beachy Photographs 


Called “Stately Halls,” 
Maxine Beachy Broadwater and 
Matthew W. Novak have pro- 
duced a new booklet of Leo Beach 
photographs. The name “Stately 
Halls” comes from a statement 
once penned by Leo Beachy and 
forms part of the introduction to 
this volume of collected photo- 
graphs and short articles. “I do 
not care,” wrote Leo Beachy, “to 
have my name engravedin stately 
halls ... ... .” He then went on to 
explain his statement. 

Broadwater and Novak have 
selected articles for this volume 
from ones which were written con- 
cerning the forests and lumber 
industry in Garrett County. Most 
of this material consists of text 
and photographs, and is grouped 
under the title “From Forest Pri- 
meval to Wheatfields.” 

Leo Beachy was a teacher as 
well as a photographer. The 
reader will find Beachy’s reflec- 


tions on teaching during the early 
part of the 20th Century; natu- 
rally, in this part of “Stately 
Halls,” the text is highlighted 
with photographs of school 
houses, students and teachers. 
An Epilogue has been added 
to the new volume. It concerns 
Leo Beachy’s deep interest in 
nature and education. One part 
of the Epilogue speaks of refores- 
tation in areas where the “Forest 
Primeval” once stood. A second 
part of the Epilogue focuses on 
environmental education by the 
Garrett County school system. 
Volume III, “Stately Halls,"is 
available at the Historical Soci- 
ety Museum for $10.00. By mail, 
it can be obtained directly from 
Mrs. Maxine Broadwater for 
$10.00 plus $3.00 for handling. 
Write to her at P.O. Box 57, 
Grantsville, MD 21536. 
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One Room Schools 


This issue of The Glades Star 
includes two photographs of one 
room schools showing teachers 
and students. The two are pic- 
tures of Bernard School and Ma- 
son School with teacher and stu- 
dent names listed below each one. 
It may come as a surprise to read- 
ers that in 1911, the Board of 
Education listed a total of 135 
schools in the county; many of 
them were one rooms schools like 
Bernard and Mason schools. 

As part of this presentation on 
schools, there ts included in this 
issue a list of all the schools and 
their trustees for 1911. 

What Happened To the 

School Buildings? 

Many of the buildings which 
housed the teachers and students 
are stillin existence. Some of the 
lar er ones now serve a variety of 
community functions such as se- 
nior citizen centers or, in the case 
of Oakland Elementary School, 
headquarters for the Community 
Action program and a senior cen- 


ter. A number of the smaller 


schools have been remodeled as 
private homes. However, the old 
one room school at Red House is 
an exception to all of the above; 
the Knepp family maintains the 
building for sentimental reasons 
only. 

Speaking of private homes, a 
few of the residents of the county 
might even have had the same 
experience as Virgil Miller of Red 
Oak Road. He lives in the Red 
Oak School building, where he 
attended classes as a child. 

“When I was a kid,” he said, I 
used to go to school in this build- 


ing. Inever dreamed that one day 
I would live inthe oldschool house. 
It wasn’t that Iwas socrazy about 
my memories of school and study- 
ing and so forth, but this is a nice 
location for a house.” 

Oh, yes. Contrary to the po- 
ems and songs about the “little 
red school house,” Virgil Miller 
has painted the old Red Oak 
School building a bright green 
color. 


Bernard School 
Pleasant Valley 
Students’ Names 

Standing front row: 
Catherine Shaffer, Helen 
Timmerman, Anne Mae 
Johnson, Mary Louise Friend, 
Eloise Bernard. Seated front 
row: Harvey Riley, Franklin 
Custer, Arthur Bernard, Paul 
Custer, Virgil Bernard, Harold 
Timmerman. Back row: 
teacher Virginia DeBerry, 
Mary Miller, Lucile Bennis, 
Beatrice Riley, Vivian Steven, 
Maxine Friend, Vernie 
Johnson, Nina Bernard, Nina 
Friend, Mildred Wilkins, Eva 
Shaffer, Glada Johnson. 


Mason School 
Students names 
Left to right: Boyd Lee, 
Wayne Martin, Freeman 
Lichty, Robert Miller, Carroll 
Martin, teacher Margaurite 
Cook, Lona Martin, Vivian 
Fike, Elouise Martin, Freda 
Lichty, Ruth Ridder, Hazel 
Lee, Edith Lee, Grace Lichty, 
Aileen Ridder, Lucy Lichty. 
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$| Backwoods ........... ...| Harvey Broadwater, Jonas Weltzell. Horace Warnick 
‘ Casseiman....... .....| Lewis Heitzell, Juouas Schrock. 8am D. Brenneman 
6} Lugeer....... Rarwtec nes Michael Layeer, Cornelius Bowser, David Fresh 
y| 1} Kitzmillersville...... ...| F. G. Trout, Daniel Walker, Joseph Weicht 
2 be Aas RUN ee aes ....| Daniel Wiison, James H. Wilson, John I’. Harvey 
>. | 8] Phrec fork lRtun..... a-| Osborn ‘Lasker, E. k. Browning, Bud King 
, 4 D: ds0n eoeees core vere cece iL. R. Dellinger. H. B. Ki ht, BA. H. Harris 
| Upper Potomac.........{| Thomas Hobingon, J. L. Hogue, W. A. Jones 
ie Oa klancdiees cement ...| J. W. Hart, Samuel Lawton, Norman Sanver 
Wee? UIE ND Gt cos cecee coits cute cee Andrew sShartzer, Wm. Casteel, Henry Hostedler 
| 3] Bray .....- ses. err oes Thowas Skipper, Wm T. Sines, John Markley 
| 4] Hutton .... ........e, ..| J. A. Connell. C. F. White, M. W. Pendergast 
..| 6| Fairsweep ............ .. E. E. Sollars, Jos. Glotfelty, Moses Wensell €& 
; | 6} Herrington .............. Wm. Browning, J. E. Wolfe, Wm. J. Bowman 
7| Swallow Falls........... QO. K. Layton, Sylves'er Markley, McCiellan Falkensteln 
SeCrellinw.ce.eek cee Ralph T. Ashby, E. M. 8pedden, H. K. Friend 
91 DOde..ssec se ctesss . «| J.R. Browning, Henry Jordan, John White 
10, Snaggy Mountalin....... J. M. Browning, Alex Bittinger, T. P. Spahr 
ll | Hound Glade............| Geo. D. Browning, Jobn Markley, Henry Ellis 
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3 
3 NAME OF SCHOOL. NAMES OF TRUSTEES 
Se 
° 
3 
Zz 
1| Swanton ............ .....| J.D. Ashenfelter, Joseph Friend. Bradly T. Bray 
2| North Glade.............) Amos Reckener, Edward Beckman, P. F. Mellinger 
83| Meadow Mountain......| John ‘'!. O'Brian, Wm. Brenneman, Ervin Custer 
4| Frankville ........... 000. John Beckman, Patrick Laffey, Adrain Wilt 
~% | Mt. Zion...... BA SICrICaE NOR 
61 Fort) Hill...cscsscccecetee| VOHN A. Wilt, T. G. Wilt, Wm. Junkins 
TE GINLOM ccc ee cess Seinen George G. Lee, Joseph RK. Glass, J. A. Wright 
8| Walnut Bottom.........| A.-M. 7, Warnick, Gus Harvey, Meshac Paugh 
9!| Bethel...... seccecsceeseee, Wiliam Beaver, John Warnick,Wm Verts 
10; Green Glade.......... ..| Abraham Lee, Ross Stern, Thomas McCrobie 
Ha Sharplessseeeet tn cee W. 8. Shrpless. 8. J.Shank 
J211 GICNGAI cee. cp ese 3 hake ; Arch Beckman, Charles O'Brian, James W. Hogue 
13 | Stricker’s Sidiny........! 
TERI Gere iliac Adolphus Enlow,. Bunnel F) iend, Walter Coddington 
2] Priendsville ............. Meese E. Friend, Leon Hardie, Dr. A. J. Mason 
BHBEGIDVEPOrb ecw eo eee | EG Listen, Nathan Selby, Asa Rney 
4; Frazee Ridge........ is Kimmell Frazee, Jeff Lowdermilk, Lucian Frazee 
Bre etera ly te sid uc cthee peolas ys Milton Rush. John Meyers,.Harry Rumbaugh 
6ySand Spring. ..7c. .ssss02 Jos. Hinebaugh, Amos Umbe]}l, Geo. Umbverson 
WUMCCadves sie ee Issac T. Meyers, C.W. Friend, Harry Friend 
8! Asher Glade............. Thurman Umbell, J. B. Thomas, Joseph Thomas 
9! Mill Rup........ Barks eis Bi W.E. Holliuyer, 8. C. Campbell, W. W. Griffith 
10| John Friend..... PI ee M.G. Friend, James Frazee. Newton Savage 
AMBICONGG]! sc. cdscs esa cs Ae Arthur Lowman, Frank Kaybeck. James Conneway 
12; Blooming Hose.......... David Friend, George Savage, Albert Frazee 
] | Grantsvillec. ancccrece. Dr. G.C. Keller, J. O. Getty, Jacob Bender 
2 | Shade Run....... veces J. A. Weachy, H. 8. Yoder, Jnvu. P. Miller 
8| Keyser HRidwe............ Lewis Smearman, C. J. Folk. Peter Reichenhberger 
4) EMGKOnzIOlS 6 ccGonees tek Cc. B. McKepzis, Danniel Warren. Jozeph Hobisou 
5| New Germany....... ... Jobn Stark, F. L. Otto, Stephen Broadwater 
6! Dorsey .........ceeee0e..., Jacod L. Fresh, Peter Bittuer, 8. Turner 
7 | Ridgely em, -eeees.| JODAS Foulk, Jacood eacty, Jvel Kinsinger 
8! Newro Mountain........ Harvey Miller, Miiton Foulk, C. C. Wisserman 
9! Engle.......... Hii: ....| Ralph Engle, John W. Baker, Will Durst 
10 |;Pove...se.565 Ree ahs David Pope, H. 8. Uoleman, ». 8. Layman 
HyiMar’s Huis .ceecrccces J. M. Custer, Albert Warnick, C. C. Durst. 
ay | Loechel sos..0cie: Poe 8 C Loechel Lewis Horchler, Thomas Bowser 
IS BY OG CPs. ee eee ee Lu 8. Mier S. B. Miller, J. 8. Miller 
_ 4] Red Hill..... ............] P. J. stephens, 8, K. Broadwater, Samuel Wiland 
.. | 81 Manadier .......... ars Henry Yommer, Charles Meyer, Daniel Yoniuer 
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Joseph Turner, George Turner,C. W. Frost 
Graut Bittinger Kit Durst, Richard Durst 
P. C. Boucher, U. G. Wiley, H. P. willer 
Joun Dilller, J. L. Durst, Ubas. Fadley 


Jacob Stump. (George Warnick, G. C. Pattison 

Wm. J. Barnard, Romaw Tichinvell, H. Barnard 

Lee Fazenbaker, Geu. L. Michael, Floyd Duckworth. 

J W. Broauwater. VU. C. Fazepvaker, Ezra Michael 

N. Broadwate,, Alexander Keltz 

J... Harrison, ‘tnowas E. Murphy, B. F. Broadwater 


John Kolb. Adam Richter, Jonas a. Speicher 
Conrad Fratz, James McGettilyan. G. orge M ler 
Johnu W. Bowman. Frank Callis, Lemuel Savaye 
Yariton Couiler, Lewls Kainp, LyPian Frazee 
J.J. Weaver, John Vester, Fred Hachman 

N, Platter, Jouu Falinger, Jonas P.atcer 
August George, Judson Holliday, Gus Harman 
Martin Rush. Clark Kush, Ezra Lee 

Harrison brown, Enianuel Kotusiesh, AmaziabTurney 
Sites Mitter, Joseph Bown, sol. Glass 

Juhn Harinoa, Conrad Speicner, U. C. Huantt 


Eugene Teats, W. S. Collins, Joseph Lewis 
U.arepce Fraker, Johu Glotfeity, Duke dSicLain 
M. idattlugly, David O. Vewits, Win. A. Smith 
Alvin Frienu, Elijah Sines, Kichard Friend 

M H. Fraukhouper, Samuel buyer, Bb. F. Jenkins 
Thuias BK. Misnom, Asa B. Friend Jos. Keer 
Lewis Urendortr, Silas Ash, James Kuox 

K. M Ajexauder, James Smith, Ne suu srepnenman 
W. C. Friend, K. L. Fries. Urias sines 

Elijah Friend, Job Friend, Hurace Sisler 

Juun Edgar, George rant A.C. Smith 

(CO. dSeabu.d, Wan. Browning, Walter Savave 
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1997 Donations To The Museum 
Since Last Issue of The Glades Star 


Commemorative Plate, 
100th Anniversary of Oakland 
Volunteer Fire Department 
1894-1994. Donor Unknown. 

Booklet, “St. John’s Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church, Red 
House, Maryland. Gift from 
Mrs. D.R. Hershman. 

Custer and Deahil/Deal 
Family Histories and Book- 
let, “Lewis S. Yoder & Eliza- 
beth C. Beachy Yoder & De- 
scendants, 1869-1992.” Gifts 
from Stephanie Lang. 

Hostetler Family, 1997 edi- 
tion. Gift from NovaJ. Boyer. 

Photograph, Dobbin, W. 
Va., RR Station at Henry, 
W.Va., Band at Kempton, and 
Kempton Mine. Gifts from 
Russell Cooper. 

Photograph, Boating on 
Deep Creek Lake, Boat of Dr. 
H.W. McComas. Gifts from 
Judge & Mrs. Lewis R. Jones. 

Three framed school & 
church certificates from the 
Evelyn Casteel Family. Gifts 
from Norma Casteel Weeks. 

Large framed photograph 
of Northern High School, 
1952. Gift from Robert 
Rodeheaver. 

Framed newspaper pages, 


New York Herald, April 15, 
1865. Tells of assassination of 
Abraham Lincoln; Civil War 
articles about Gen. Grant and 
Gen. Sherman. Loan from 
Richard Rohrbaugh. 

Family history of Jesse 
Herman Shaffer & Caroline 
(Calcamp) Shaffer. Gift from 
Wilda Sanders. 

Commemorative Shoe 


Horn, 1931 - 1956, Silver An- 


niversary of the H.P. Store. — 
Gift from Mrs. Helen Harman. 

Dolls and memorabilia from 
the world travels of Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Thayer and glass cases 
for the display. Gift from the 
Garrett County Board of Edu- 
cation. 

Desk with shelves on top; 
hand-painted platter; photo of 
1925 Hinebaugh reunion; 
photo post card; large paint- 
ing on canvas of McHenry 
Spring prior to Deep Creek 
Lake inundation (painting of 
waterfalls on back.) Gifts from 
Katherine Hoye. 

Fireplace insert from Julius 
Renninger home on Second 
Street, Oakland, MD. Circa 
1906. Gift from Bill Clary. 
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Silver Cup "Fastest Motor Boat" Deep Creek Lake, 1928. 
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Ed King Re taing 1928 silver cup. 
Is This The Silver Cup That “Goo-By” Won? 


Taking first place in the Class 
“C” race, and first place in the 
“Free For All” race, “Goo-By” 
was the fastest motor boat on 
Deep Creek Lake in 1928. The 
races were part of the first an- 
nual Water Carnival held at 
Deep Creek Lake on Friday, 
August 3, 1928, the first big event 
to take place on the lake. 

Using a modified “pumpkin 
seed” design, “Goo-By” with its 
big John Sea Horse outboard 
motor easily defeated all other 
boats. Skimming over the race 
course set up between the two 
bridges, “Goo-By” was so far 
ahead of its competitors that the 
race was between the boats vy- 
ing for second place. 

Now, 60 years after the 1928 
Water Carnival ended, a silver lov- 
ing cup, engraved with the words 
“Fastest Motor Boat’ still survives. 
It was given to Mr. Ed King of A & 


A Realty by Mrs. Johnson, anelderly 
lady who recently sold her property 
on the lake. Yet, there is a small 
mystery surrounding this particu- 
lar cup. 

Mrs. Johnson’s late husband, 
S.S. Johnson, in his boat “Ain’t 
We’ won the Class B race, but it 
was not the fastest boat on the 
lake that day. That honor went to 
Mr. Johnson's friend, L.E. 
Greenwald, driving “Goo-By,” 
who defeated Johnson in the fi- 
nal “Free For All’ race. 

Thus, begins the mystery of 
how the present cup came into 
the possession of Mrs. Johnson. 
Did “Goo-By’s” owner give it to 
his friend at a later date as a 
reminder of former days? Or 
was it simply given to the win- 
ner of Class B race without 
thought to the implications of 
the words “Fastest Boat - Deep 
Creek Lake, August 3, 1928.” 
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Oakland Train 
Station 


Several years ago, when the 
Drane House in Accident, Md., 
was being renovated, this space 
in The Glades Star was used to 
keep members of the Society in- 
formed about the completion of 
various stages of the work until 
it was completed. 

Now, this space brings to the 
members another item of histori- 
cal interest. It concerns the pur- 
chase and renovation of the rail- 
road station in Oakland. In mid- 
April, the Town Council signed a 
purchase agreement with the 
railroad for $150,000. At the 
present time, no renovation work 
has begun on the building. 


A Little Help, Please 


In the March 1998 issue of 
The Glades Star on pages 350 
and 351, there was a listing of 
one room schools. A suggestion 
to the magazine makes the re- 
publication of this list worth 
while. It was suggested that 
since the Historical Society col- 
lects history ofthe county, it would 
be good to know exactly where the 
schools were located and then 
place that location on a county 
map. Thus, both the name of the 
school and its location would be 
preserved as a part of the history 
of Garrett County. 

The readers are asked to look 
over the list and, if they remem- 
ber, let us know on which county 
road the one room school was 
located, its approximate distance 
from some landmark such as a 


crossroad, and if the building is 


still standing. 


Send your information to The | 


Glades Star, 107 South Second 
Street, Oakland, MD 21550. 





June 20 
Banquet 


This issue of the magazine 
contains details about the an- 
nual Historical Society dinner. 
Members of the Society who are 
planning to attend the banquet 
are asked to note the change in 
location from Bittinger to Deer 
Park, and change in date from 
Thursday evening to Saturday 
evening. 


Volunteer Form 


In the center of the magazine 
is a form for volunteers to assist 
in the operation of the Society. 
Members who can volunteer are 
asked to look over the areas of 
special interest and mail the 
form to Mrs. Randall R. Kahl, 
877 Fricks Crossing Road, Deer 
Park, MD 21550. 
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GARRETT COUNTY 
HISTORICALSOCIETY 


Founded in 1941 
OFFICERS 1997-98 


President ......... Lawrence Cosner 
Vice Pres. Matthew Stieringer Sr. 
Treasurer ............ Willard Hayden 
Secretary........ Dorothy B. Cathell 
ASSURDOC Vee ae sccaireees Edith Brock 
Corre? Sec’y; 62..55..:. Martha Kahl 
Curator tin ees Beth Friend 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 

Ernie Gregg, Laura Harvey, 
Carol Davis, James Ashby, 
Charles Strauss, Kevin Callis, 
Alice Smith, Mary N. Bennett, 
Sharon King, Clifford DeWitt, 
Jane Fox, Jerome Moyer. 

EDITORIALSTAFF 
Editon:.:.2cee Rev. John A. Grant 
Cir. Manager Robert Rodeheaver 

THE SOCIETY'S OBJECT 

The purpose of this Society 
shall be to discover, secure and 
preserve whatever relates to the 
history of the area, and to dis- 
seminate knowledge of our local 
history among our people. 

THE GLADES STAR 

PUBLISHED quarterly by the 
Society at Oakland, Md. Entered 
as second-class matter March 12, 
1942, at the Post Office at Oak- 
land, Maryland, under the Act of 
August 24, 1912. 

PRINTED by the Sincell Pub- 
lishing Co., Inc., Oakland, Mary- 
land. FORSALE by the secretary 
and at the Ruth Enlow Library. 
Single copy $3.75. 

MEMBERSHIP: Annual 
membership fee is $15.00; life 
membership $250.00. The four 
issues of this quarterly bulletin, 
THE GLADES STAR, are in- 
cluded with each membership. 

POSTMASTER: Send ad- 
dress changes to Glades Star, 
877 Fricks Crossing Road, Deer 
Park, MD 21550. 

CORRESPONDENCE: 
Glades Star, 107 S. Second 
Street, Oakland, MD 21550. 


“Maryland Rangers” 
Program For June 
20th Banquet 


Plans are now complete for 
the annual Historical Society 
dinner on Saturday, June 20 at 
the Deer Park Fire Hall, begin- 
ning at 6:30 p.m. (Members are 
asked to note the change in loca- 
tion from where the dinner has 
been held for a number of years.) 
The menu will feature a dinner 
for the price of $12.00. 

Prior to the presentation of 
the Ranger program, there will 
be a brief business meeting of 
the Society. It will include a 
Treasurer's report, reports from 
various committees of the Soci- 
ety, and nominations for the of- 
fices to be filled for the coming 
year. During the business ses- 
sion, discussions will be enter- 
tained for matters concerning 
the functioning of the Society. 

The program for the evening 
will be presented by the Mary- 
land Department of Natural Re- 
sources State Forest and Park 
Service. The title of the program 
is “Maryland Rangers, Three 
Centuries of Service.” Included 
with the program will be au- 
thentic costumes, artifacts, and 
displays to help understand the 
Ranger tradition. 

Maryland Rangers have a 
heritage which goes back over 
300 years to early Colonial times. 
The first rangers were part of a 
military force and their mission 
was similar to the ranger of to- 
day: public protection. Colonial 
days' help by the rangers was for 
the protection of European colo- 
nists from the Indians, who re- 
sented the encroachment on 
their lands. By the late 1690s, 
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Park Rangers dressed in period uniforms. 
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there were as many as 200 menin 
ranger service in Maryland. 

As the American Frontier 
moved westward, the rangers 
were called into service during 
the French and Indian War, and 
the troubled times which followed 
the War. Western Maryland was 
part of the frontier, and orga- 
nized groups of rangers patrolled 
through what is now Garrett 
County. By the time of the Revo- 
lutionary War, Maryland Rang- 
ers were used by George Wash- 
ington as scouts in addition to 
being regular soldiers. 

During the Civil War, rang- 
ers were once more organized to 
gathur intelligence about enemy 
troop movements. The end of 
that conflict marked the end of 
the military tradition for rang- 
ers in Maryland. 

However, a new tradition was 
waiting for the heirs of military 
rangers. 

In the late 1800s, the first 
national parks were established. 
Soon it was noted that help was 
needed to protect the parks from 
poaching and vandalism. 
Mounted rangers were organized 
to stop the misuse of the park 
resources. 

In 1906, the Maryland State 
Board of Forestry was estab- 
lished, parent organization of 
the present department. A corps 
of volunteer forest wardens was 
organized to deal with problems 
of forest fires and to teach good 
forest management. From this 
corps of volunteers evolved the 
present conservation rangers in 
Maryland. 

A reservation form for the 
annual banquet is included in 
the center of this issue of The 
Glades Star. 


Overflow Crowd 
Supports April Fund 
Raising Dinner 

An overflow crowd sup- 
ported the money raising ef- 
forts for the New Museum 
Fund at the dinner held Thurs- 
day evening, April 23, at the Pleas- 
ant Valley Community Building. 
It was a beautiful evening, and 
155 people drove out to the Com- 
munity Center for a delicious 
evening meal. In fact, so many 
showed up at the last minute that 
extra seating had to be arranged. 

Prior to the dinner itself, Mat- 
thew Novak, a teacher at South- 
ern High School, presented certifi- 
cates of awards to students who 
have written articles for The Glades 
Star. Healsospoke briefly abouta 
new history project in the plan- 
ning stage concerning WWII veter- 
ans. 

Invocation for the dinner 
was offered by Rev. McCon- 
nell. Dinner was served buffet 
style with several different 
choices of desserts. 

After dinner, Mrs. Dorothy 
Leighton, Chairman of the 
Fund Raising Committee, 
acted as M.C. and gave a short 
report on the successful efforts 
to reduce the mortgage on the 
new museum building. As of 
the night of the dinner, the 
mortgage has been reduced to 
$45,000.00. It was noted that 
during the year 1997, after 
moving into the new building, 
attendance at the museum was 
almost double what it had been 
in the previous year; 4,024 
people visited the museum in 
1997. Volunteers now keep the 
museum open on limited hours 
7 day a week. 

The program for the evening 
was a number of musical selec- 
tions sung by the Paul Peter- 
sheim family singers. 
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Xerox of Davis, MD, postcard. 


1914 Davis, Maryland, Postcard 


Since the March 1998 publi- 
cation of the Davis, Md., Leo 
Beachy photographs and the ac- 
companying article, a member 
has written a letter and enclosed 
a photocopy of a postcard mailed 
from Davis, Md., in 1914. This 
was sent to The Glades Star by 
Mrs. Sally Stanton Jarrett of 
Elkridge, Md. “I’m enclosing cop- 
ies of a birthday post card ad- 
dressed to my uncle, William Clay 
Stanton, when he was a student 
at Maryland Agricultural Col- 
lege (or M.A.C.) at College Park, 
Md. It is postmarked "DAVIS, 
Md." and dated APR 1914. This 
is further proof that Davis, Md., 
did indeed exist. I notice in the 
June 1991 article that Mr. Klein 


did not mention a post office along 
with buildings and a store.” 

“IT recall my father (Guy 
Stanton) saying that he had been 
to Davis several times with his 
father. I seem to have gotten the 
impression from him that most 
of the Davis lumber workers 
moved with the mill from place to 
place." 

“An earlier road ran further 
west of the present Route 495 
and crossed the Cas-selman 
River branch on a bridge located 
between the present road and the 
location of the town of Davis.” 
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DONATIONS FOR THE NEW 
MUSEUM FUND 


Latest individual donations to the New Museum 
Fund which have been made by the following persons 
or organizations up to April 20, 1998. 


Alpha Alpha Chapter - 
Delta Kappa Gamma Society 
Delores & Hugh Andrew 
Mona F. Beard 
Frank G. Brockart 
Pauline M. Faucett 
First United National Bank & Trust 
Kenneth Hardesty 
Natalie D. Lucas 
Arthur & Betty Naylor 
Thomas D. Odwalt 
Mr. & Mrs. John Pfeiffer 


Gerson & Shirley Yalowitz 
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Memorial Donations List 


Latest Memorial donations to the New Museum 
Fund by individuals and organizations up to April 
20, 1998. 


In Memory Of 


Jonas, Brian, Fred E. Beachy 
by Ferne Beachy 
Irvin Feld 
by Judge & Mrs. Lewis R. Jones 
Joseph E. Fink 
by Gonder Ins. Agency, Inc. 
John H. Foreman 
by Judge and Mrs. Lewis Jones. 
Eleanor Frantz 
by Gonder Ins. Agency, Inc. 
Col. John Haig Jackson 
by Ruth R. Jackson 
Louis, Arthur Jr., Kenneth, and Robt. Lawton 
by their sister, Virginia Lawton 
Lonnie Marsh 
by Judge & Mrs. Lewis R. Jones 
Orville Monroe Myers & 
Martha Alice Chisholm Myers 
by grand-daughter, Faye (Glover) Bettencourt 
Elsie Sincell 
by Gonder Ins. Agency, Inc. 
Roy C. Turney 
by Jack R. Turney 
Edwin Walthall 
by John, Jean, and Christine Grant 
Edwin Walthall 
by Judge & Mrs. Lewis R. Jones 
Margaret Elizabeth Warnick 
by granddaughter Lorie Chambers 
Mr. & Mrs. Floyd L. Wensel & 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry M. Wilt, 
by Mr. & Mrs. Harry C. Wilt 
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Halcyon Day of 
Legion Drum Corps 


A national interest in drum 
and bugle corps for American 
Legion posts began to make it- 
self known during the late 1920s. 
Large city Legion posts with their 
big memberships are credited 
with beginning the marching phe- 
nomena of “Legion Drum Corps.” 
However, by the end of the 1920s, 
many smaller posts had formed 
drum corps too. 

There were two major factors 
which probably cause this phe- 
nomenon to exist: a desire by 
veterans to march together again 
in smart-looking uniforms, and 
the ease of acquiring musical 
proficiency with a drum or bugle. 
Both of these factors blended 
with the same spirit of comradery 
that brought the veterans to- 
gether to form their American 
Legion posts following World 
Warl. 

Local Veterans Become 

Interested 

Oakland’s Proctor Kildow Le- 
gion post formed a drum corps 
after its members had seen some 
of the big parades at the annual 
Nation Convention of the Ameri- 
can Legion. One part of every 
convention was the big parade 
held during convention days. It 
wouldinvolve representative Le- 
gion groups from all over the 
United States. 

In the beginning there werea 
great number of bands and only 
afew drum corps marching in the 
parade. As the years passed the 
ration of bands to drum corps 
gradually changed; more and 
more Legion posts were appear- 


ing at the National Conventions 
with drum corps. The shiftin the 
ratio meant that even the small- 
est Legion post was organizing 
drum corps. 

On the 4th of July 1930, dur- 
ing the annual parade in Oak- 
land, people saw Legion drum 
corps, as well as bands, march- 
ing. Drum corps from Somerset, 
Cumberland, Frostburg, Grafton 
and King-wood were in the Oak- 
land parade. The Oakland post 
marched as a drill unit, but its 
members could not help but no- 
tice that neighboring Legion 
posts had smart-looking uni- 
forms and stirring music from 
their drums and bugles. The 
result was that it generated the 
feeling “We could do that, too!!” 
among the Oakland veterans. 

Few Could Resist 

One month after the 1930 pa- 
rade in Oakland, a meeting took 
place involving veterans who 
wanted to form a drum corps in 
Oakland. Some of the men had 
been investigating the possibil- 
ity of forming a unit in Oakland, 
and it was determined that at 
least 30 men were needed to build 
a successful group. Thirty veter- 
ans appeared at the August 1930 
meeting, andan "organizational" 
meeting was scheduled for the 
following week. 

By Wednesday, Sept. 11, in- 
struments had been secured and 
the first practice session was 
held in the Oakland Town Hall. 
After that date, practice was held 
twice a week for the next several 
months; it included learning 
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Oakland American Legion Drum Corps. 


tunes and outdoor marching 
whenever the weather permit- 
ted. The unit consisted of 14 
bugles, 12snareand tenor drums, 
2 base drums, cymbals and a 
drum major. | 

One way ofraising money dur- 
ing the 1930s was to have a “ben- 
efit movie.” The newly formed 
unit took advantage of this 
method and it formed the date 
for their first public appearance 
in Oakland. It took place on the 
evening of February 12, 1931. 
Parading through downtown 
Oakland, the unit stopped and 
played several times for an ad- 
miring crowd before reaching the 
Maryland Theatre. 

The benefit movie was a suc- 
cess and the unit began to think 
about purchasing smart- look- 
ing uniforms like the ones worn 
by musicians in other posts. On 
June 15, 1931, they ordered uni- 
forms, following the design of 
other posts’ uniforms, which con- 
sisted of a “cut away” jacket and 


a “West Point Cadet” cap. 
“Junior” Drum Corps 

“Drum Corps” fever was a 
popular infection in Oakland 
during the years 1930-31. There 
were a number of boys who for 
one reason or the other were not 
in the local Gilbert-Brown Boys 
Band. The solution to their mu- 
sical interest was the formation 
ofa “junior” drum and bugle corps. 

In response to the boys’ inter- 
est, Byron Besse of Oakland 
called an organizational meet- 
ing of boys at his home on Second 
Street. The lower age limit was 
set at 8 years old, and 12 boys 
showed up for the first meeting 
on Saturday, February 12, 1931. 
The following Saturday, more 
boys attended, and drums and 
bugles were distributed among 
them. Following the criteria for 
the adult organization, Byron 
Besse was striving for a total of 
at least 30 boys for the marching 
unit. 

The junior unit’s first parade 
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was on Memorial Day, 1931. By 
that time the goal of 30 members 
was achieved, and within a 
month, uniform jackets were 
purchased. They were a bright 
red color, and the unit changed 
its name from Junior Drum 
Corps to “Mountaineer Red 
Coats.” 
July 1931 Two-Day 
Celebration 

During the “Halcyon Days of 
Legion Drum Corps,” the two- 
day, 4th of July celebration in 
1931 was probably the most out- 
standing parade oftheera. Thou- 
sands of people came to town to 
view the marching units and 
floats involved in the two pa- 
rades: one on Friday, July 3, and 
the other on Saturday, July 4. All 
the visiting Legion units from 
the 1930 celebration returned to 
parade in Oakland. Twonew ones 
were added to the ranks: 
Meyersdale and Piedmont. This 
latter unit aroused a lot ofinter- 
est; their uniforms were differ- 
ent from the normal tan cut-away 
jackets and West Point hatstoa 
powder blue uniform jacket and 
silver plated, steel “dough-boy” 
helmets. It was reminiscent of 
the French Army uniform of 
World War I. 

During the next two years, 
Oakland’s Legion and junior 
drum corps marched in many 
parades throughout the area: 
Winchester for the Apple Blos- 
som Festival; Oakland for Me- 
morial Day, 4th of July, and La- 
bor Day; Elkins for the annual 
Forest Festival; and various 
firemen’s parades in the local 
area. 

End Of An Era 

Participation in special pa- 
rade units such as drum corps 


can only be sustained for a lim- 
ited time. The difficulties of the 
1930 Depression years began to 
make themselves felt, and the 
local units traveled less and less 
to other towns. 

Mr. Byron Besse moved to 
Philadelphia in 1933, and with- 
out his leadership the junior unit 
faltered. Their last appearance 
was in the Halloween Parade of 
1934. 

The Legion Post drum corps 
continued to be active for several 
more years. There had always 
been a close tie between the Le- 
gion and the Oakland Volunteer 
Fire Department membership. 
One of the final appearances of 
the Legion unit was during the 
Maryland Firemen’s Convention, 
which was held in Oakland dur- 
ing the summer of 1935. 

The Halcyon Days of Legion 
Drum Corps was over, but the 
veterans of World War I had 
proudly carried their unique mu- 
sical effort into many different 
communities. 

Faithful 

The American Legion uses a 
designation for members who 
have died: they have transferred 
to the “Post Everlasting.” 

Ernest “Mike” Liller was 
chairman of the local Legion 
drum corps from its beginning, 
and he also played a bugle. He 
was determined not to break 
faith with the veterans in Post 
Everlasting. During the remain- 
ing years of his life, “Mike” kept 
an unusual vigil. On New Year's 
Eve he would pick up his bugle, 
trudge to the Oakland Cemetery 
at midnight, and play “Taps” at 
the grave of the Unknown Sol- 
dier. 
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Garrett County Courthouse In 
England 


Last December, The Glades 
Star featured an article about 
the Casselman River Bridg3, in 
Japan on video tape. It was 
part of a Japanese television 
series called “Bridges Of The 
World.” 

In the same manner, the 
Garrett County Courthouse has 
now been moved to England — 
on video tape. It was part ofa 
“Five Star Adventure” series 
produced by the London News 
Network, featuring outdoor ad- 
ventures and travel to locations 
all around the world. In order to 
provide some local background 
scenes for the program, the 
Garrett County Courthouse was 
shown in one of the scenes. 
Hence its move to England on 
video tape. 

The Choice 

Garrett County was chosen 
because of the unique Adven- 
turesports program centered at 
Garrett Community College 
(GCC). This program was sug- 
gested to the producers of “Five 
Star Adventures’ in April 1997 
by the Maryland Office of Tour- 
ism Development representa- 
tives at a meeting in London. 
The English television produc- 
ers wanted to show scenes from 
a United States source which 
featured survival training, 
mountain biking, and white 
water rafting. GCC’s Adven- 
turesports program could pro- 
vide all of these activities in an 


area that required a minimum 
of travel for a TV film crew. 

The result was the arrival of 
the English TV film crew in 
mid-March at the campus of 
Garrett Community College in 
McHenry. 

Days Planned In Advance 

“On location” television 
crews are not large, and there 
were only three people in the 
group that came from London: a 
producer/director, a camera- 
man, and the show’s host-nar- 
rator. The producer/director 
wasasmall, pert young woman 
named Petra Burgin; the cam- 
eraman was a young man with 
vast experience, Jason Shorey; 
the show’s host-narrator, John 
Taylor, also doubled asa driver 
of a Land Rover leased for the 
crew's travels in the state of 
Maryland. They were accompa- 
nied by Anne Manix of the Mary- 
land Office of Tourism and De- 
velopment. 

From the day they arrived 
until they departed, it was evi- 
dent that the London TV crew 
had done their “homework” and 
knew what they wanted to film. 
Each one of their four days were 
planned and they coordinated 
them with county and GCC rep- 
resentatives. Included were out- 
door sites such as the Wisp, 
Savage River State Forest, New 
Germany State Park, Penn Alps 
and Spruce Forest Artisan Vil- 
lage. 
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British TV crew at Swallow Falls. 


Weather Changes Some 
Plans 

A snow storm blew into 
Garrett County during the sec- 
ond week of March, and it both 
aided and hindered some of the 
crew’s plans. 

It was ideal weather for video 
shots planned for the first day. 
Adventuresports director Mike 
Logsdon took the film crew to 
the Wisp where four GCC stu- 
dents and their instructor dem- 
onstrated survival training. 
Amid the snow storm they built 
fires and made a shelter in the 
record time of 15 minutes. 

The second day was to be 
devoted to wildlife and moun- 
tain biking. The wildlife inter- 
views were conducted at New 
Germany State Park; but be- 
cause of the snow, the crew had 


to move to Green Ridge in 
Allegany County for the moun- 
tain biking sequence. TV host- 
narrator John Taylor was filmed 
riding a mountain bike, but de- 
ferred to one of the instructors 
for the more strenuous sections 
of the bike trail. 

On the third day oftheir four 
day filming plan, the TV crew 
spent their time in Garrett 
County. Inthe morning they shot 
scenes in the Oakland area in- 
cluding the station and the 
Garrett County Courthouse. 
(That explains why the Court- 
house has been transported to 
England on video tape.) 

Later in the day, the crew 
went to Swallow Falls State 
Park for some more adventure 


Continued on Page 392 
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DUES PAYABLE ... 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Dues for the ensuing year, beginning July 1, 1998, are payable as of 
that date. Dues will be delinquent after July 1st. Any member who has 
not paid dues by September 1, 1998, shall be automatically dropped 
from membership. Dues are $15.00 and may be paid at any branch of the 
Ruth Enlow Library, or by mailing a check to Mrs. Kahl. 


Name 

Address 

Phone number: ( ) E-Mail 
Sendto: Mrs. Randall R. Kahl 


877 Fricks Crossing Road 
Deer Park, MD 21550 


Volunteer Form For 1998 


Name 


Address 


City, State, & Zip 
Phone number(s) 


Please circle the areas that apply 
to your special interest. 


. Special programs Collection maintenance 


. Fund raising Docents 
. Building and grounds Office support 
. Publicity Record keeping 


. Exhibits 10. Other 


on & GW HO 
oonN 
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ANNUAL DINNER RESERVATIONS 


The annual dinner will be held on Saturday, June 20, 1998, at 
6:30 p.m. in the Deer Park Fire Hall, Deer Park, MD. Reservations 
must be made by June 13, 1998. Price of the meal is $12.00 per 


person. 


Please make reservations at $12.00 per person. 


Total amount enclosed 


Names for whom you are making reservations 


Phone number(_) 


Sendto: Mrs. Dorothy Cathell 
550 Liberty Street 
Oakland, MD 21550 


I would like to make a donation to the New Museum Fund of the 
Garrett County Historical Society in the amount of 


If the donation is to be a memorial, please list the name or names of 
persons to be honored in the memorial. 


Send to: Mrs. Randall R. Kahl 
877 Fricks Crossing Road 
Deer Park, MD 21550 
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1928 Deep Creek Lake 
Water Carnival 


Ifa person uses his imagination, 
he can assume that someone said, 
“youknow, wecould sponsora water 
carnival.” Itwouldhavebeenanidea 
put forth at a winter meeting of the 
newly formed Deep Creek Lake Im- 
provement Association. On Friday, 
August 3, 1928, the idea became a 
reality when approximately six thou- 
sand people witnessed the first an- 
nual Deep Creek Lake Water Carni- 
val. 

Lake NoLongerA 
Novelty 

Deep Creek Lake wasthree years 
oldwhen the Improvement Associa- 
tion was formed. The new expanse of 
water in Garrett County was no 
longer anovelty ofhydro-electricgen- 
eration. People began to see it asa 
source of recreation through swim- 
ming, fishing andboating. Thelake’s 
65-mile shoreline promised ready 
access for the average man who 
wanted to camp beside the lake or 
even build a cottage there. 

50 years earlier, Garrett County 
was first noticed foritsclean air and 
fresh water. The big summer hotels 
had grown on these natural quali- 
ties. In theevening-tide ofthe hotel’s 
popularity, Deep Creek Lake prom- 
ised a new focus to capitalize on 
these naturalresources. Local busi- 
nessmen could see the promise of 
developing real estate beside the 
lake andthe Improvement Associa- 
tion provided a means of coordinat- 
ing their efforts. 

April 1928 Announcement 

The first announcement of the 
Water Carnival wasin Aprilof 1928. 
Itcontainedplans fora seriesofland 
events and water events including 


motorboat, sailboat, canoe, androw- 
boat races, as well as swimming 
contests. 

RainbowInnand the groveofoak 
trees between it and Deep Creek 
Lake waschosenasanideal location 
for the base of the Water Carnival 
events. Elmer Haulenbeek, ownerof 
Rainbow Inn, had a dock in a little 
cove of the lake’s shoreline where he 
kept boats forrent. The shoreline in 
this spot offered an excellent place 
for visitors to watch the planned 
swimming races and water demon- 
strations. 

The grove was a natural picnic 
area, andcouldbe a gathering place 
to hear speeches andrideona Merry- 
go-round and Ferris wheel. 

Alongwith the formal announce- 
mentin the paper, there wasa mail- 
ing address where application 
blanks could be obtained for anyone 
wanting to enter the events. 

Oakland 
Area Participation 

By July 26 ofthat year, the antici- 
pated success ofthe Water Carnival 
became a front page item in The 
Republican newspaper. An article 
under the headline “Water Carnival 
At Lake Is Attracting Attention” 
gave relevant details about the up- 
coming event. 

Also listed in the news article 
were the namesofthe Carnival Com- 
mittee and some members of the 
Improvement Association. It was 
evident from the list of names that 
anumber of Oakland businessmen 
participated in the planning for the 
Carnival. Some of the names in- 
cluded Dr. Henry W. McComas, Dr. 
Thurl E. Bullard, I.R. Rudy, Harry 
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The barnstormer flew a two winged airplane. 
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Stemple, David Walter, Carlton 
McComas, and Walter W. Dawson. 
Activities of the Water Carnival 
were separated between morning 
and afternoon events. In addition to 
this there was a subdivision of ac- 
tivities such as planned band con- 
certs and continuous rides on the 
Merry-go-round and Ferris wheel. 
Friday, August 3rd— 
‘The Big Day” 

In Keyser, W.Va., home of J.A. 
Glaze, there wasa general supersti- 
tion about the weather. It was said 
thatwhen Mr. Glaze took his Merry- 
go-round and Ferris wheel “on the 
road” people could expect a day of 
rain. Fortunately, the superstition 
was just that, a superstition. 


Mr. Glaze came to Rainbow Inn, 
set up his amusement rides in the 
grove, and August 3, 1928, turned 
out to be a beautiful day. 

Later, it was estimated that 
approximately six thousand people 
witnessed the first watercarnival to 
take place on Deep Creek Lake. 
Hundreds crowded into the Rain- 
bow Inn grove; a similar number 
gathered in the field in front of 
Gorman Thayer's house togetaclear 
view of the boat races; many more 
watched from vantage pointson the 
shore line. 

Now and then the crowds would 
look up as a two-winged airplane 
zoomed overhead to land and take 
off again from the peninsula that 
jutted out into the lake near Rain- 
bow Inn. (Today itis filled with pine 
treesandcondominiums.)Anenter- 
prising “barn stormer’” capitalized 
on the day to take people for short 
airplane rides around the lake. 

As a show of support for the 
Water Carnival, business places in 
Oakland closed at noon that day. 


Afternoon activities got under- 
way at loclock with aregatta “pass- 
ingin review’ through the little cove 
where the water events would soon 
begin. There were two “high points” 
in the afternoon’s activities: land 
eventsin the grove andon the shore- 
line of the lake, and the boat races 
out in the main body of water. 

Ontheshorelineandin the grove 
there were foot races in a variety of 
forms; swimming contests in the 
cove with diving, swimming exhibi- 
tions; and performance on an aqua- 
plane. One land contest which de- 
lighted everyone was a greased pig 
race in which the pig itself was the 
prize. 

The motorboat races were 
probably the crowning event of 
the afternoon. There were three 
of them: one each for two classes 
of boats, and a free-for-all of any 
and all boats. A few of the motor 
boats had spectacular names like 


é “Goo-By," "Miss Or. "Hell Fire 


Sally,” and so forth. “Goo-By” 
owned by L.E. Greenwald of 
McKee’s Rocks, Pa., was judged 
the fastest boat on the lake, win- 
ning two out ofthe three races: his 
class and the free-for-all. 

The First One 

Water Carnival day on Au- 
gust 3, 1928, continued until dark- 
ness, and ended with a spectacu- 
lar fireworks display. 

In the following years, there 
were similar “days” which moved 
to different spots on the lake’s 
shoreline. Gradually, they ex- 
panded into week-end affairs, but 
the original Water Carnival 
based at Rainbow Inn was the 
bright light which set the stan- 
dard of planning for all subse- 
quent Deep Creek Lake celebra- 
tions. 
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Second Street during 1938 flood. 


Flood Impoundment Dams of 
Garrett County 


Nikki Guy 


Until the flood of July 1896, 
detailed records of flooding did 
not exist. However, after that date 
written records of flooding in 
Oakland and along the 
Youghiogheny Rivers tell of peri- 
odic inundation and devastation. 

The most damaging flood in 
the recordsis the one ofJuly 1938. 
It was termed “the worst flood in 
the history of Oakland,” and 
caused financial loss to 45 of the 
town’s 75 business establish- 
ments. But, this was not the end; 
there was a flood in 1954, fol- 
lowed by another one in 1955. 

Finally in the 1970s, three 
quarters of a century after the 
1896 flood, the menace of high 
water seems to be a thing of the 


past due to construction of flood 
impoundment dams. 
Effects of the floods 

Not only were the businesses 
of Oakland affected by the floods, 
but there was great agricultural 
loss in the surrounding area of 
the Youghiogheny watershed as 
well. After every flood, roads and 
fences across the floodplain 
needed to be repaired or com- 
pletely replaced. Farmsteads as 
well as houses and barns were 
greatly in need of repairs. Large 
amounts of acreage were left un- 
used and useless for many things. 
Along the sides of the Little 
Youghiogheny River, much of the 
1,531 acres of land were left cov- 
ered with stagnant water. The 
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county had damage to its road 
bridges, and there was business 
loss to people in the floodplain 
due to impassible roads. 

The U.S. Government Helps 

Of course Garrett County 
wasn’t the only place to suffer 
from periodic flooding; it existed 
in many places in the United 
States. 

The amended Flood Control 
Act of 1936 gave the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture the authority 
to examine and survey the water- 
ways causing the flooding. In 
1944, another flood control act 
authorized the first installment 
of control in eleven watersheds. 
These projects mainly consisted 
of land treatment and contained 
nodam improvement. After 1948, 
USDA reports proposed that new 
dam structures be installed. 

In 1954, after a series of Con- 
gressional hearings that were 
begun in 1951, the 83rd Congress 
enacted Public Law 566. This law 
gave the Secretary of Agriculture 
authority to help local establish- 
ments improve water manage- 
ment. Local organizations were 
to share the cost of construction 
for flood preventions as decided 
by the Secretary of Agriculture. 

Garrett County’s Share 

There were two major consid- 
erations of how to go about pre- 
venting the treacherous floods. 
One of these was channelization; 
the other, to build flood impound- 
ment dams. Plans were made for 
seven dams throughout Garrett 
County. They were designed with 
sediment storage for a period of 
fifty years. They were also de- 
signed to withstand the deluge of 
a hundred-year storm. 

Over a period of eleven years, 


six of the seven proposed dams 
were constructed in the area of 
Oakland and on the Little 
Youghiogheny watershed; the fi- 
nal one, Broadford Dam, was 
completed in 1970 andis the larg- 
est of all the series, containing 
almost 450 million gallons of 
water. 

The six dams are in the follow- 
ing locations. 

Site 1 is located one-half mile 
northeast of Oakland on Cherry 
Glade Run, behind the Garrett 
County Memorial Hospital. It 
covers 5 acres. 

Site 2is also located on Cherry 
Glade Run, upstream from the 
dam at Site 1 andnear US 219. It 
covers 3.5 acres. 

Site 3is on Wilson Run where 
itruns through the Winter’s farm 
approximately one-half mile 
northeast of Oakland. It covers 5 
acres. 

Site 41s on Landon’s Dam Run 
one mile southeast of Loch Lynn 
where it runs through the 
Wonderly farm. It covers 11 acres. 

Site 5. The proposed dam for 
Site 5 was not built. Unfortu- 
nately the data available do not 
give the location of Site 5. 

Site 6 is on Broadford Run 
almost two miles east of Oak- 
land on the edge of Mtn. Lake 
Park, and is the largest of the six 
dams which were finally con- 
structed. It covers 138 acres. 

Site 7 is located on the main 
branch of the Little Yough- 
iogheny River one mile east of 
Deer Park. It covers 6 acres. 

Since the completion of these 
impoundment dams, there have 
not been any major floods to hit 
Oakland or inflict damage on the 
Little Youghiogheny watershed. 
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Judge Jack R. Turney, author. 


Garrett County Countian 
Publishes Novel 


Story By 
Kenneth L. Hardesty 


Retired Judge JackR. Turney, 
along with Reba J. Herrington, 
recently published his first novel, 
The Wagon Road. The bookisan 
inspiring account of family life on 
a farm during the Depression Era. 

Always a prolific reader, 
Turney’s urge to write began 
while he was still a practicing 
attorney in Oakland. Upon his 
retirement as District Judge, he 
began in earnest to write about 
his background in a rural area. 
The setting of his novel is a fam- 
ily farm near Accident, Md., in 
1936; however, family names and 
locations are fictitious. 

The book invites the reader to 
live with and enjoy life in the 


Appalachian Mountains of West- 
ern Maryland; to let its more 
subtle meanings find understand- 
ing from the hearts and minds of 
those who love the elemental 
things in human existence. 
Through the eyes of the char- 
acter “Little Pat,” the author lets 
the reader enjoy life on the farm, 
the changing seasons, and Na- 
ture with her varied garbs and 
profiles. Pat’s life is heightened 
with visits to individuals in the 
farming community, which nur- 
tures his desire to understand 
human nature through everyday 
associations with his fellowman. 
Judge Turney has a back- 
ground of over 30 years in the 
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Henry Ridder - Garrett County 
Cavalier 


by Lawrence E. Cosner 


It was the beginning of the fall 
season: crisp air, colorful leaves, 
a beautiful time of year. Two 
local men, John and Henry Ridder, 
were from a farm that could be 
seen from the heights of Table 
Rock. They came into the area to 
observe their herd of pigs which 
were feasting on the wonderful 
abundance of acorns and nuts 
that had fallen on the forest floor. 

It was a custom of the time to 
mark (brand) pigs and drive them 
in the summer to the mountain 
top tofattenup for the butchering 
season. This was far superior to 
feeding them oncorn which a per- 
son had worked hard to raise; 
besides, what they found in the 


ground of over 30 years in the 
legal profession: general practice, 
Professor of Business Law at 
Garrett Community College, 
member ofthe faculty at National 
Judicial College, trustee of the 
Maryland Judicial Institute, del- 
egate to Ministry of Justice 
People’s Republic of China, del- 
egate to Legal-Economic Confer- 
ence, Tokyo, Japan, and District 
Court judge, Oakland. 

Judge Turney’s publications 
prior to the printing of his novel 
are “Economic Implications of 
Drunken Driving Sentencing,” 
1992 (master’s thesis submitted 
to the University of Nevada), and 
“Annotated Bibliography of Wa- 
ter Law,” 1958 (U.S. Dept. of Ag- 
riculture, Wash., D.C.). 

In an interview for this article, 
Judge Turney said he intends to 
write more novels, some of which 


are already on the “drawing ~ 


board.” 


forest was far more nutritious 
thancorn. 

The two brothers were taking 
care ofa series of chores that their 
father, John Ridder Sr., knew they 
would do sowell. They had ridden 
7/10 of a mile down the Table 
Rock Road to a spring located in 
ashadedcorner ofthe road. It was 
known by all in the local area as 
a spot to refresh a rider and his 
mount. They rode their favorite 
horses and carried their rifles to 
both protect themselves and to 
take advantage of killing wild 
game. 

Arrested As Spies By 
Union Soldiers 

While resting at the spring, 
they were surprised by soldiers of 
the local Union detachment and 
arrested as Confederate spies. 
The brothers were led away as 
captives, probably to Oakland to 
the headquarters of the lst. WV 
Inf. or the 6th WV Inf. Co. O. 
These units had been assigned to 
the protection of the B & O Rail- 
road in Oakland and the sur- 
rounding area. 

It was a day or so before Mr. 
John Ridder Sr. found out where 
they were. He appeared before 
the local military commander 
and was able toconvince him that 
his sons were just persons of the 
area and by no means or intent 
Confederate spies. The brothers 
were released and returned to the 
farm with their father. 

Union Military Action 
In The Area 

In 1862, the political action of 
the area had been firedup by the 
Confederate sympathizers in 
Cumberland. Lincoln had cooled 
this political brew by imprison- 
ing the state Legislature in the 
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Fall of 1861, when they were about 
totake the state of Maryland into 
the Confederacy. 

However, in and around Oak- 
land, the political air was quiet. 
A fort had been built on the hill 
above Gormanin 1861 andnamed 
Fort Pendleton after the family 
on whose property it had been 
located. It was constructed by the 
4th Ohio Inf., some ofthe 8th Ohio 
Inf, Ist WV Inf., and some of the 
6th WV Inf. The soldiers occu- 
pied the fort until January 1862, 
when high command determined 
that it was of little or no value, 
since there had not been one sight- 
ing of enemy troops while the 
soldiers were there. 

During the months the fort 
was garrisoned by the troops, the 
cannon had been fired once. It 
happened one day late in the af- 
ternoon when a small troop of 
soldiers was observed on the hill- 
side across the Potomac River 
valley. The soldiers in the fort 
fired one round and the “enemy” 
seemed to disappear... until they 





Henry Ridder in dispatch rider’s uniform. 





came into the fort sometime that 
evening. The “enemy” were act- 
ually soldiers from Fort Pen- 
dleton who had been ona scouting 
expedition. 

Henry and John Ridder 

"Join Up" 

Henry Ridder was upset about 
being accused as a spy; he be- 
lieved that it was an insult to his 
dignity when the soldiers did not 
think he and John were telling 
the truth. A few days following 
their arrest, he convinced his 
brother John that they should 
join the Confederate Army, and 
the two of them rode off in the 
night. They found a Confederate 
unit in the area of Moorefield, 
and enlisted in the basic unit of 
the 18th VA Cavalry, Co. E. 

Back home their father calcu- 
lated what had happened to his 
sons, and began looking for them. 
According to the story, he had to 
travel all the way to Har- 
risonburg and made an appeal to 
the commander, Col. Imboden. 

“T have a farm to operate," he 
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said, "anda harvest to bringin. I 
appreciate the reason my sons 
did what they did, and have dis- 
cussed it with them. They have 
agreed that one of them should 
return with me, if you could re- 
lease one of them from service in 
the Army." 

Col. Imboden agreed, and the 
elder brother, John Ridder Jr., 
returned home with his father. 
He spent the rest of his life in the 
Gortner area andis buried in the 
Gortner Cemetery. (He was con- 
sidered a Confederate soldier and 
listed as such in The Glades Star’s 
listing of Civil War Soldiers.) 

Henry Ridder, 
Confederate Soldier 

Henry’s official enlistment 
date was September 24, 1862, 
and he was assigned to forces 
under Capt. John McNeill’s com- 
mand. He served in a number of 
campaigns, including the battle 
that was fought in the area of 
Moorefield when troops of the 
Ringgold Cavalry were sparring 
for a fight. However, Henry’s war- 
time service was best noted in his 
excellent horsemanship: he was 
given the dangerous and exhaust- 
ing assignment of being a dis- 
patch rider. Termed “a hard ridin’ 
soldier withouta gun,” Henry and 
the other dispatch riders were on 
call night. and day to maintain 
communication between differ- 
ent bodies of troops. 

(Family legend says that 
Henry rode with McNeill’s Rang- 
ers when the famous “raid” was 
made on Oakland, April 26, 1863.) 

And When The Fighting 

Ended 

Henry Ridder was a valiant 
soldier who fought for a cause he 
thought was “right.” When he was 
discharged from service on May 
9, 1865, he returned home to 
Maryland, married a longtime 
sweetheart, and built one of the 
first brick houses in the southern 
part ofthe county. This house was 


built on Mason School Road, and 
the bricks were made from clay 
dug on the property and fired on 
the same location. (Incidently, the 
work was supervised by Mr. Hugh 
Smiley, the same man who built 
the Ashby brick house in Crellin.) 
It is now occupied by Henry 
Ridder’s great-grandson. 

Henry keptin contact with other 
men who had fought for the Con- 
federacy, and there were several 
reunionson his farm. Onone occa- 
sion, they presented Mrs. Ridder 
with a beautifully crocheted lap 
robe, and it is in the possession of 
Henry’s granddaughter, Mrs. Ruth 
Jackson of Oakland. 

Henry Ridder passed away on 
July 15, 1915, at the age of 75 
years, having given his life to the 
betterment of the community 
where he spent the rest of his life 
after the War Between The 
States. One of his comrades and 
fellow ranger was John B. Fay, 
who helped to organize the cap- 
ture of two Union generals in 
Cumberland. 

Fay wrote the following obitu- 
ary for Henry in the Confederate 
Veteran magazine. 

“He was a good soldier and a 
favorite among all his comrades, 
having won their high regard by 
his attention to duty, in sturdy 
honesty, and sterling worth. Al- 
though quiet and unassuming in 
demeanor, he always had the 
courage of his convictions, and to 
them, as to his family, comrades, 
and friends, he remained during 
his life ever faithful, constant, 
and true; and itis meet, now that 
he has passed ‘over the river’ to 
join his comrades in the great 
beyond, that this simple but sin- 
cere and well-deserved tribute be 
paid to his memory.” 

Two other local men who rode 
with Henry Ridder as rangers 
were Anthony Wayne Cosner of 
the Gortner area, and John L. 
Harvey of the Gorman area. 
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1972-73 Friendsville “Dig” 


Twenty-five years ago, alarge 
group of volunteers helped con- 
duct the 1972-73 Friendsville ar- 
chaeological excavation. The “dig” 
was undertaken because con- 
struction of the new interstate 
highway, which would destroy ar- 
chaeological evidence of the In- 
dian village that once existed 
there. Under the watchful guid- 
ance of professional archaeolo- 
gists, the volunteers uncovered 
hundreds of pot shards, flint 
chips, stone artifacts and even 
some human remains. They also 
exposed “postmold” (black stains 
in the clay soil), which showed 
where the Indians had built their 
shelters when they camped each 
year beside the Youghiogheny 
River to fish, hunt, and cultivate 
some corn fields. 

Previous Examinations 

This “dig” was the most exten- 
sive excavation in an area which 
had been of archaeological inter- 
est for a number of years. The 
Friendsville site had the poten- 
tial of a significant contribution 
to Western Maryland and Upper 
Ohio Valley archaeology. Profes- 
sional interest in the site began 
when the late Frank R. Corliss 
persuaded a Carnegie Museum 
field party tomake some prelimi- 
nary field excavations along Riv- 
erside Drive in Friendsville in 
1950. Indications pointed to the 
occupation of the site from Late 
Prehistoric and Proto-historic 
Indian era up to mid-18th cen- 
tury A.D. (The Friendsin the area 
in 1765.) 

The Glades Star issues of the 
mid-1970s carried articles about 


the “dig,” but your editor was 
unable to find any written mate- 
rial concerning the final results of 
the excavation. This past winter 
he located the information writ- 
ten in 1987 by Hettie Boyce- 
Ballweber and published in the 
September 1987 issue of the 
Pennsylvania Archaeologist. The 
article which follows is based on 
excerpts from the 1987 report. 

A word of thanks goes to Ina 
Hicks, curator of the Friend Fam- 
ily Association Museum in 
Friendsville, for the loan ofa copy 
of the archaeological magazine. 

Background 

Since it was first reported as 
an Indian camp in the mid-18th 
century, the Friendsville site 
(18GA23) in Garrett County, 
Maryland, has been ofinterest to 
local residents and professional 
archaeologists for many years. 

More recently the site was 
tested several different times and 
finally, in advance of highway 
construction, salvage excavation 
indicated that the site, situated 
on one of the few wide floodplains 
of the Youghiogheny River, was 
occupied over intermittent peri- 
ods of time throughout prehis- 
tory. 

Report Details 

Of particular research inter- 
est was a Late Woodland village 
component which yielded lime- 
stone, shell, and hematite tem- 
pered pottery. Based on radio- 
carbon dates from charcoal found 
in features, the site was consid- 
ered tobe anearly manifestation 
of the Monongahela culture rep- 
resenting a transition in ceramic 
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technology from Watson lime- 
stone tempered ware to 
Monongahela shell tempered 
ware. 

Based on a comparison of ra- 
dio-carbon dates and pottery tem- 
pering mediums from other Up- 
per Ohio Valley Monongahela 
sites, the Friendsville site ap- 
pears to be a part of the develop- 
ing Monongahela culture sphere 
influenced from the north and 
west rather than a Potomac Val- 
ley culture. 

Some Conclusions 

Based on the artifacts recov- 
ered during all investigations at 
the Friendsville site, the 
Youghiogheny floodplain was a 
favored gathering place for pre- 
historic peoples over many thou- 
sands of years. 

The earliest manifestations 
were poorly represented by Early 
Archaic projectile points found 
mostly scattered across the site. 
During the Early Archaic time 
the floodplain may have been 
utilized for base camps. It was 
also conducive to exploitation of 
those food sources abundant on 
or near the floodplain zone. The 
Early Archaic Kirk point and the 
Middle Archaic bifurcated points 
found at the site are made of 
siltstone, a locally obtainable 
(Western Maryland) resource. 

Late Archaic occupation is bet- 
ter represented by the presence of 
a large number of stemmed, 
eared-notched, corner-notched, 
and side-notched points. As with 
the earlier people at Friendsville, 
the Late Archaic people appear 
to have utilized the floodplain for 
base camps, hunting camps, and 
exploitative camps during sea- 


sonal rounds. Projectile points 
are made from siltstone, gray and 
black cherts, pebble cherts, and 
rhyolite. The prior three types of 
material are locally obtained. 
Rhyolite, which is not endemic to 
the area, may demonstrate a net- 
work of exchange that developed 
as the result ofincreased popula- 
tion and seasonal mobility. 
Cultural Background 

The influence ofAdenaculture 
is evident at the Friendsville site, 
reflected by anumber ofstemmed 
blades made from high quality 
Flint Ridge material. The pres- 
ence of these points suggests that 
the area was part of the vast 
trade network which spread the 
Adena culture influence toward 
the Delmarva Peninsula where 
Adena sites have been found. Two 
Mahoning shards, Adena culture 
indicators, foundin the same gen- 
eral area as the Flint Ridge 
points, suggests a minor occupa- 
tion at the floodplain. 

Village Of The 1700s 

The Late Woodland period is 
represented by the establishment 
ofa village on the floodplain. The 
limited area excavated and the 
lack of discernable post hole pat- 
terns precludes a discussion of 
the community pattern and site 
function. However, based on the 
number and types offeatures and 
postmolds associated with the 
occupation, and the presence of 
adult and infant burials, it is 
postulated that a small village 
existed on the floodplain, during 
which time the surrounding area 
was utilized for maize cultiva- 
tion as evidenced by charred corn 
found at the site. 


Continued on Page 392 
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Alvin Frienu, Elijah Sines, Richard Frieud 
MoH. Fraukhouser, Samuel wboyer, b. F. Jenkins 
Thuiwas EK. Wisnom, Asa B. Frieud Jos. Keer 
Lewis Urendorr, Silas Asb, James Kuux 

K. M Ajexauder, Jaives Sinith, Ne Sou srepnenman 
W. C. Friend. K. L. Fries. Urias Sines 

Klijah Friend, Job Friepd, Huruce sisler 

Jonub Edgar, George Grant A.C. Smith 

(eO Seabu.d, Wan. Brownins, Walter Sauvage 
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1] Mt. Lake Park. ...ssces Ki. K. Friend, Jas. A. Hayden, J. L. Echard 

3] Lynndale ........ stain GQ. U. M. Friend, Geo. KM. Beckman, Jno. W. Beckman 
4! Bernard.......... eee as Johbu Luwery, Ja.oes ois, Duvid Davis 

Re STCOC)G V1 Mi etateeisis cite leic ...| H. V. Lelybtov, kdward «)'Dunnel, Z. UC. Gibson 

_, South Polnt..............| Cllutun Murgean, Dailas Kiley, Jamev Kevins 

7| Pleasant Valley.........| W.K. Becxman, J. U. Thayer, Win, M. ‘Thayer 

8 | Broadford........ Seeenes Jobu Haney, Wm. Deberry, F. Hoitsconeider 

Dal NIVS1 Cl © deisciesieles sis <ce eieis P.F. rnold, H.J. Exgers, W. P. Welch 

2 Mason Weal No crssais i cloks ssovetets Geu. LD. Lee, Christian Martin, Ernest Miller 

3] Abernathy ..... Wetec sete John H. Harvey, Johbu Btamble, Chas. Blumble 

re WEY Re) Oneed a ee ee eer hovert Lathruw, Daniel Gpagey, George H. Gauer 

BIR OOK TSO peccene os cscs! Kijsha Hurvey. SagqiuelG. Steyer, N. 6 Harvey 

@/| Rear Nunge.......--+ eee Wiliam G Kiley, James W. White, Jonn ‘I’. Ste) er 
PORK EGOVOrece oct c. cle Charies E. Hilleary, Wm. J. Wilson, Abe Muon 

B BWaya>rd .... voccessecscoes J. M. Nugent, W. dicC. Brown, Frank P. lLuyton 
OHReEdOAakccccee cr tas cots. Jeremiau Harvey, Fsank Childs, D. W. Wevster 
1W| Cherry Creek......-..... truce Durst, Jouu ». Browning, Am! Foreiman 
11} Gorman.........--..--... J. L. Harvey, W. H. Ritter, W. A. Harvey 
12) Swan Meadow.........-. Daniel LDodxue, Charies Wamsley, David Siiller 
JB} Red House...... ce. eee KF. B. Shatter, Geurye Blambie, Marcellus Wolf 
~274) Shtela*w RuUN........ ee eee Jus. Aronhoit, Jos. SM. Conneway, Riley Murphy 
1) | Silver Kuob............-. KR. J. Nicholson, David A. Sanders, W. UC. Buncutter 
] 3X (et eoewtacsacioeeerecartic Thomas Johnson, Apdrew HNosenboryer, John Nedrow 
2 hell Seeidaaeo pone sence N.S. McKenzie, W. 38. Garlitz, Jas. cary 

BisPingeles. votes. ek eo fiioward Layton. Floyd Crows, ‘Mhomas J. Crowe 

MDPC A COD ness Washington Werper, Jono &. Fadly, Jacob Baker 

PI OY.NES ef Ae oan ooecooccuode Patrick Gavrott, W. EB. Miler, Fred No Ries 

YMRS ELT Geerne ere ar B. Btelding, Cul Glotfelty, H. Steldinay 

BU GSOl esses eeenenes oreo Herman Beckman, F. Mekuble, A. bY. Jeffrys 

Ap Tethiehet..2-+ssst ease. Jaiues Sisk, James L. Harvey, J. T. Muon 

SMEAR ZieiMOCK «cst. ches ores Jobu Uphold, George Moon, George W. Barnard 

6) Armistead ..:-...-0<0+->: . Abel DeWitt Fred Holtsnelder, Joseph Harvey 
MIUPATA CIB caccce eco scitesiecs RK. L. Hamill, Ralph ‘lt. Browning, J. W. Moon 

8! Chadderton..........0.. 4. T. Thresher, Peter J. Lulir, Wilbur Chadderton 

VY) Youmwh Lake .......seese 8. Hinebauxnh, beter Garrett, John W Ours 
WW} Alghiand...... ....-.. .--| A. EK. Boseley, M. L. Calhoun, Jesse White 

1) TRULY SY) 9) ga dondsooducoudd ..| PB. F. Michaels, 8.E Wroadwater, George Mayruder 
2' Weir Se Hy OAR ...-| Hugh Weir, U. 8. Jyckson, J. U. Green : es 

CACO Vt td ars hace tye Senor ‘Thomas J. broadwater, David Warnick, Chas. Merri!) 
=O POM OEM] cc avec) oeisie trelaisce ore olel= Jonas Wampler, KE. F. Lancaster, H. H. Robeson 
BENWA NICK ceric scieies clone aie eielele Joseph Broad water, J+s8. Kussell, Harvey H. Warnick 
6} Piney Run...........00s. M. ‘I’. broadwater, George 8. Warnick 

hal Velel sy. basdoo code doauac ....| W. H. Jaconds, Geo. W. Green, George B. McMillan 

8} Avilton.........5. 20-0000. Olin Williams, Bervan Lancaster, Francis Garlitz 

1 Cr we wee Ce ES Webster Crowe, Kenuard Broadwater, John Wiland 
DUB ittingeGecssmescie cece Jonas Bittinger, Chas. Sechier, Henry B. Wiley 
PNPISCACOY  ccccleicls ene cies ..--.| Silas Beachy F. J. Glotfelty, Newton W. Bittinger 

SP MORAY 2 sqeng aoonnho0 6S “ Levi Kusb, August Ah John 8wauver 

$| Backwoods .............. Harvey LUroadwater, Jonas Weltzell. Horace Warnick 

Casseilman....... .. .--| Lewis eltzell, Juuas Schrock. 8am D. Brenneman 

6] Lugeer...........-.--.-.| Michael Lugeer, Cornelius Bowser, David Fresh 

1] Kitzmillersville.........| F.G. Trout, Daniel Walker, Joseph Weicht 
SRHOMGRUMes eee ec ...-| Daniel Wilson, James H. Wilson, John ‘I’. Harvey 

8| Threo fork ltun..... ao. | Osborn ‘Tasker, E. Rk. Browning, Bud King 

41 D--dson ...... ....02....e.1 Jue Ro Dellinger. H. B. Kight, M. H. Harris 

| Upper Potomac.........| Thomas Hobioson, J. L. Hogue, W. A. Jones 

Vy Oakland eine. ccccceciees tis J. W. Hart, Samuel Lawton, Norman Sanner 
DNUINAD Cine stersecclelscwre Wier e's Andrew Shartzer, Wm. Casteel, Henry Hostedler 
BiIBrAVeewcd ccs cceee ...--| Thoimnas Skipper, Wm T. Sines, John Markley 

4] Hutton .... ....eseeesee ..| J. A. Connell. C. F. White, M. W. Pendergast 

SLR AINE WC) mice ee elon E. E. Sollars, Jos. Glotfelty, Moses Wensel]l €& 

6 tHerriny tourer eee Wm. Browning, J. E. Wolfe, Wm. J. Bowman 

7) Swallow Falls........... QO. K. Layton, Sylves' er Markley, McCiellan Falkensteln 
Bi icCrollintssocccsss cece teees Ralpb T. Ashby, E. M. 8pedden, H. K. Friend 

ON DOANE. cece cast en eo ...| J.R. Browning, Henry Jordan, John White 
10, Snaggy Mountain....... J. M. Browning, Alex Bittinger, T. P. Spabr 


11 Round Glade. ec... ace. Geo. D. Browning, Jobn Markley, Henry Elis 


ree 


CHAS. A. DEFFINBAUGH, Pres. 
ED. A. BROWNING, C. E. ELLITHORP. 


County Superintendent. PETER H. YOST. 
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sports sequences. Every winter 
the rocks around both falls get 
coated with ice. Once more, in- 
structors and students from 
GCC demonstrated their 
skills— this time at ice climb- 
ing. 
“Wrap” 

“Wrap, short for wrap-up, is 
the term applied to the comple- 
tion of filming work. The En- 
glish crew said, “It's a wrap,” on 
the fourth day of their visit to 
Garrett County. They spent 
some time in the morning doing 
interviews on the GCC campus, 
and taking a few last minute 
shots at the Wisp. Then, they 
returned to Baltimore with Five 
Star Adventure host-narrator 
driving the leased Land Rover 
on the “wrong side of the road.” 
(He couldn’t resist a good hu- 
moredcomment about the Brit- 
ish/U.S. difference in road lane 
directions.) 

World Wide 

Since the “Five Star Adven- 
ture” crew was from London, a 
natural assumption would have 
been that the show might only 
be viewed in the British Isles. 
However, it will also be shown 
in Hong Kong, Malaysia, and 
Singapore. So the Garrett 
County Courthouse will even- 
tually become a “world trav- 
eler’” on video tape. 
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June 20th Annual 
Banquet 


In case 1t was missed on page 
355 of this issue of the magazine, 
members are asked to note the 
change in location of the dinner 
from Bittinger to Deer Park, and 
change in date from Thursday 
evening to Saturday evening. 


Continued from Page 389 


Economic balance was 
achieved by fishing and collecting 
shell fish in the Youghiogheny 
River and hunting deer and other 
small animals along the nearby 
ridges. Based on the limited grow- 
ing season in the area of the site, 
crops may have playeda less than 
dominantrole asthe subsistence 
base. Based on the faunal assem- 
blage recovered during excava- 
tion, anemphasis must have been 
placed on hunting and fishing. 

Although the Friendsville site 
may seem small when compared 
to other excavated Late Wood- 
land villages in Maryland, West 
Virginia, and the Upper Ohio 
Valley, it is one of the few Late 
Woodland villages recorded along 
the Youghiogheny River in 
Garrett County. This may be 
because there are few floodplains 
wide enough for large occupations. 
The village at Sang Run occupied 
the only other site wide enough 
along this portion of the river to 
sustain a tribal group. 


Star 


ISSN: 0431-915X 








(USPS 219-080) Quarterly 








~ Published By - 
THE GARRETT COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
VOL. 8, NO. 11 OAKLAND, MARYLAND SEPTEMBER 1998 








Sign outside the new school building. 
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New classroom bullding at Yough Glades School. 


The New Yough Glades School 


After a series of delays, the 
long awaited opening of the 
Yough Glades Elementary 
School finally took place on Feb- 
ruary 10, 1998. The 288 stu- 
dents who entered the school 
that day were drawn from Red 
House Elementary, Loch Lynn 
Elementary, and re-assignment 
of students from Oakland — 
Mtn. Lake Park districts. 

Situated near the Weber 
green house area, the new school 
had been in the planning stages 
for almost 5 years. 

The Board of Education had 
the difficult task of closing two 
community elementary schools 
and moving those students to 
the new location. It meant re- 
moving the students from their 
home communities. The Board 
had a second difficult task: 
choosing a name for the new 


school which did not carry any 
emotional ties to either of the 
old schools. 

Very wisely, the Board did 
not rush the proposed school’s 
design and construction or its 
final name. Local newspapers 
kept the public informed about 
the various phases of design and 
construction. A number of meet- 
ings were held to decide on a 
name; students and parents from 
Loch Lynn and Red House all 
had a share in choosing the new 
name. Finally, the name “Yough 
Glades” was selected. It gave 
the school a tie to its geographic 
location beside the Little 
Youghiogheny River and a link 
with the history of Garrett 
county’s colonial Years. 

Dedication of the new school 
took place on Saturday after- 
noon, May 2, 1998. 
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House Tour 
Raises $1,820 


One of the fund-raising ac- 
tivities for the New Museum 
Fund was a house tour of five 
Victorian homes in Mt. Lake 
Park on Saturday, July 11, 1998. 
This method of fund raising has 
been used successfully by other 
organizations in the past, and it 
was felt that it should be a suc- 
cessful venture for the Histori- 
cal Society. 

July 11 was a beautiful day, 
many people bought tickets for 
the tour, and in the end $1,820 
was raised for the New Museum 
Fund. 

Houses included on the tour 
were: “Richardson Cottage,” 104 
“F” Street, owned by Dr. and 
Mrs. Hopwood Wooddell. An 
added feature at this home was 
an art display by local artist Jon 
Boone. “The Gables,” Oak and 
“G” streets, owned by the Rev. 
and Mrs Manning Smith. “The 
Grimes Cottage,” 204 “H” Street, 
owned by Mr. and Mrs. Daniel 
Whittlesey. “The Watson-Enlow 
Cottage,” 215 “H” Street, owned 
by Michael and Wendy 
McCaffrey. “Tiffany Lady,” 214 
“I” Street, owned by Louis 
DiCarlo. 

The Historical Society ex- 
tends a word of “thanks” to the 
owners of these Victorian houses 
who opened them to the public 
for the House Tour. Another 
word of “thanks” to Proudfoot’s 
Pharmacy, Gregg’s Pharmacy, 
and Gonder Insurance Inc. for 
handling the advance sale of the 
tour tickets. 





Museum Fund 
Raising Dinner, 


Sept. 17 


There will be another Fund 
Raising dinner on Sept. 17, at 
Pleasant Valley Community 
Building. Guest speaker will be 
Al Feldstein. See article in this 
magazine, and center-fold sheet 
for additional information. 


(Continued from Page 399) 


At the Annual Banquet, the 
Garrett County Historical Society 
received a gift of $1,000 from the 
Oakland Lodge of the Knights of 
Pythias. The check for the gift was 
present by the president of the 
Society to Martha Kahl for the 
New Museum Fund. 
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GARRETT COUNTY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Founded in 1941 
OFFICERS 1998-99 


President ....... Matthew Stieringer 
1? Vice Presa. 4. Robert Boal 
QM ICE E LES) aye esses Paul Shogren 
TYCASUYGION:......ccce Kevin Callis 
Secretary ......... Dorothy B. Cathell 
ASSE. COC Vi mitnss eeehiteea. Edith Brock 
COITE: SCC Vs cui -sessccces Martha Kahl 
Carator wef emits uae Beth Friend 
Asst. Curator .............. Carol Davis 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Ernie Gregg, Laura Harvey, 
James Ashby, Charles Strauss, 
Alice Smith, Mary N. Bennett, 
Sharon King, Clifford DeWitt, 
Jane Fox, Jerome Moyer, Jo- 
seph Conners, Barbara Boone. 

EDITORIAL STAFF 
editor fii kate Rev. John A. Grant 
Cir. Manager... Robert Rodeheaver 

THE SOCIETY'S OBJECT 

The purpose of this Society 
shall be to discover, secure and 
preserve whatever relates to the 
history of the area, and to dis- 
seminate knowledge of our local 
history among our people. 

THE GLADES STAR 

PUBLISHED quarterly by 
the Society at Oakland, Md. 
Entered as second-class matter 
March 12, 1942, at the Post Of- 
fice at Oakland, Maryland, un- 
der the Act of August 24, 1912. 

PRINTED by the Sincell Pub- 
lishing Co., Inc., Oakland, Mary- 
land. FOR SALE by the secre- 
tary and at the Ruth Enlow Li- 
brary. Single copy $3.75 

MEMBERSHIP: Annual 
membership fee is $15.00; life 
membership $250.00. The four 
issues of this quarterly bulletin, 
THE GLADES STAR, are in- 
cluded with each membership. 

POSTMASTER: Send ad- 
dress changes to Glades Star, 
877 Fricks Crossing Road, Deer 
Park, MD 21550. 

CORRESPONDENCE: 
Glades Star, 107 S. Second 
Street, Oakland, MD 21550. 


Annual Meeting 
Held At Deer Park 


One hundred thirty-four 
members and friends attended 
the annual banquet and busi- 
ness meeting of the Historical 
Society held at the Deer Park 
Fire Department hall on Satur- 
day evening, June 20. 

The evening began with a 
Pledge of Allegiance to the flag 
followed by the Invocation given 
by Ronald Friend. 

After a delicious meal was 
served by the Women’s Auxil- 
iary, President Larry Cosner 
opened the business session of 
the meeting with an introduc- 
tion of distinguished guests at- 
tending the banquet. Since Larry 
was not going to continue as 
president, he took a few minutes 
to say “thanks” to all who had 
assisted him during the past 
year, especially in connection 
with the new museum building. 
He brought out the fact that the 
Society's museum was now be- 
ing kept open through the week 
by volunteers from this area. 

The slate of candidates for 
the election of officers was pre- 
sented and Matthew Stieringer 
was elected president of the So- 
ciety; Robert Boal, 1st vice pres.; 
Paul Shogren, 2nd vice pres.; 
Kevin Callis, treasurer, and 
Carol Davis, asst. curator of the 
Museum. Other officers of the 
organization remained the same 
as last year. New members to 
the board of directors were Jo- 
seph Conners and Barbara 
Boone. 

A vote of the members present 


(Continued on Page 399) 
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Annual Report of the 
Garrett County Historical Society 


May 31, 1997 to May 31, 1998 


Balance: Checking account May 31, 1997 ..............00. $9,046.15 
IRCCCIDE Series secret at iersnaar. os reset cites acsathstecacs satan $66,172.64 
SELAOLETE ci pee nt, APR SO A ce eR $75,218.79 
PCSSeOLAMISDUESCINENLS ¢.2,..-.-cstee eres tute rieeestet rs $56,819.49 

INGER AL at Co erer sey reeves erm eee cose sceccibastrsscnshted $18,399.30 

Other Funds on Deposit: 

(or) ee eirst. United: Bankwermwsw testis. cc:se-t ees $1,000.00 

Hotalabunds on Deposit esr eter. .c- 0c $19,399.30 


Note: The C.D. at American Trust was transfered to the bank 
account. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Willard Hayden 

Treasurer 


A “Thank You” From New 
Museum Fund Treasurer 


The recent letter-writing campaign undertaken by the Soci- 
ety in an effort to raise funds to reduce the mortgage has been 
quite successful. Thanks to the generosity of our members we 
realized a little over $9,000, all of which has been paid on the 
mortgage. Our current balance due on the mortgage is now 
$35,000. 


We owe our fellow members a big “thank you” for your 
continued support and caring. We appreciate each and every- 


one of you, and without your help reduction of the mortgage to 
this amount would not have been possible. 


Martha Kahl 
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Mr. and Mrs. Offutt Johnson at annual dinner. 
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dispensed with a reading of the 
minutes of the 1997 meeting. 
Mr. Willard Haden, retiring trea- 
surer, presented his report on 
the finances of the Society. He 
was followed by Mrs. Martha 
Kahl, treasurer of the New Mu- 
seum Fund. Highlight of her re- 
port at this meeting was the 
presentation of a check to her for 
$1,000 from the Knights of 
Pythias Lodge #113, Oakland, 
for the New Museum Fund. 

The Society has been selling 
raffle tickets since last Decem- 
ber, with the winning tickets to 
be drawn at this annual meet- 
ing. “Mitchell’s Barn,” an oil 
painting by Edith Fauber Brown- 
ing, was won by Linda Sherbin. 
The stained glass window hang- 
ing crafted by Bob Burrell was 
won by Nathaniel Panther. 

The program part of the din- 
ner meeting was presented by 
Mr. Offutt Johnson of the Mary- 
land Department of Natural Re- 
sources. Called “Maryland Rang- 
ers, Three Centuries of Service,” 
Mr. Johnson and his assistants 
spoke of the heritage of the Mary- 
land Rangers which goes back 
over 300 years. In addition to 
the costumes which represented 
the clothing the rangers would 
have worn in any particular era, 
the dinner guests learned of the 
service the Rangers provided at 
that time. 

One part of Mr. Johnson’s 
program which drew much at- 
tention was a series of slides 
made from old photographs of 
Garrett County. Included were 
pictures of men from several gen- 
erations ago who were among 
the first forest personnel in 


(Continued on Page 432) 


Gift From Stanley 
Smith Family 


Foundation 


On Tuesday afternoon, July 
14, the Garrett County Histori- 
cal Society received a gift of 
$2,000 from the Stanley P. Smith 
Family Foundation. The Society 
was one of several local organi- 
zations to receive a gift from the 
earnings of the foundation’s prin- 
cipal. 

Organized by Stanley P. 
Smith Jr. as a private, non-oper- 
ating foundation in 1997, it rep- 
resents a memorial to deceased 
members of Smith’s family: his 
father, Stanley Smith Sr., his 
mother, Marion Q. Smith, and 
his brother, Warren Q. Smith. 
The elder Smith died in Oak- 
land in 1972; his wife and son 
Warren died in Spain, and 
Stanley Jr.’s return to Oakland 
this year was for the reburial of 
his mother and brother. 

Taking part in the Tuesday 
afternoon ceremony of present- 
ing checks to the foundation 
benefactors, Smith said, “This is 
indeed a happy day for me. Iam 
very pleased to be in a position 
to help the good people of Garrett 
County.” 


K. of P. Lodge 
Makes Donation 
To Society 


Although this item is covered 
in the report of the Annual Ban- 
quet, it is significant enough to 
also merit a separate item in 
news to the Society Member- 
ship. 

(Continued on Page 395) 
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Matthew Stieringer, new president of the Historical Society. 





Maithew Stieringer — New President 


Moving up from vice presi- 
dent to president of the Garrett 
County Historical Society, Mat- 
thew Stieringer brings with him 
a background filled with all kinds 
of activities. Dominant among 
them is that of a teacher inter- 
ested in history. 

Born and raised in Bayard, 
W.Va., Matthew served four 
years in the U.S. Navy, includ- 
ing time of the Korean War. Fol- 
lowing his Navy time, he at- 
tended Shepherd College and 
graduated with an AB in educa- 
tion. He received a master's de- 
gree in education from West Vir- 
ginia University, and has accu- 
mulated 60 hours of post-gradu- 
ate work from several different 
colleges and universities. 

In these post-graduate years, 
he spent almost 30 years teach- 
ing in Garrett County schools. 
He retired in 1989 after four- 
teen years as principal of 
Grantsville Elementary School. 


In addition to his full time 
teaching work, he also was a 
member of the V.F.W. and the 
American Legion, rising to the 
position of county commander of 
the Legion. 

Prior to the Grantsville school 
years, he spent nine years as 
principal of Rt. 40 Elementary 
School at Long Stretch. Now re- 
tired from teaching, he and his 
wife Fran, now live at Long 
Stretch. 

A teacher of history, among 
other subjects, Matthew Stier- 
inger not only knows the history 
of Garrett County, but also en- 
gages in some early Garrett 
County gardening pursuits. On 
his property he has a grove of 
maple trees which he taps in the 
spring for making maple syrup. 
During the summer he gathers 
fruit from his small orchard, and 
several different kinds of ber- 
ries from his garden berry patch. 
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New Museum Fund Raising Dinner 


On Thursday evening, September 17, 1998, the Historical Society 
will be hosting another fund raising dinner at the Pleasant Valley 
Community Building on Joni Miller Road. Beginning time for the 
dinner will be 6:30 p.m. 

Feature speaker for the dinner will be area historian and author Al 
Feldstein. 

As an award winning amateur historian, Al Feldstein has, since 
1980, successfully published twenty-five books, prints, posters, and 
videotapes depicting the history of the three western Maryland 
counties: Washington, Allegany, and Garrett. 

September 17 will be the third appearance as a feature speaker for 
the Historical Society. By request of some of the members, Mr. 
Feldstein has prepared a special slide-show for this dinner meeting 
showing old postcards depicting historic landmarks and sites of the 
tri-county area. 

Price for the fund raising dinner is $12.00 per person. The center- 
fold of this issue of the magazine has a reservation form for the meal. 
Make checks payable to the New Museum Fund. Please note the 
deadline for reservations of September 10, so that the Society may give 
the Community Center an accurate count of number of people which 
will be attending the dinner. 


(Continued from Page 428) 


the devastating effects of the 
Sunday evening storm. Then, the 
bad weather swung down into 
Garrett County, threatening the 
an area as far south as Deep 
Creek Lake. 

Storms such as these follow 
capricious patterns; in this one 
the tornado winds themselves 
stayed near the Mason-Dixon 
Line, hitting the Finzel and 
Frostburg areas. Although they 
touched down in wider spaced 
areas, they still did a lot of dam- 
age; there were roofs blown off, 
buildings collapsed, and trees 
uprooted. One side effect of this 
second storm was a heavy down- 
pour of hail. For several hours 
the next morning sections of 
some roads were impassable 
because of the accumulation of 
shredded leaves and hail stones. 


Help Response 

Cleanup and recovery work 
began almost immediately after 
the first tornado hit in Somerset 
County on Sunday evening. Voi- 
unteers from Maryland and West 
Virginia flocked to the area to 
help, and collections of food and 
clothing began within hours af- 
ter the announcement of the 
storm’s devastation. As a trib- 
ute to the compassion of the 
people in this area, the work is 
still going on — volunteers help- 
ing to repair the damage, and 
benefit events to finance the re- 
covery work. 

Members of the Historical 
Society can be proud of the ef- 
forts put forth by their fellow 
members here in the western 
counties of Maryland, Pennsy!l- 
vanja and West Virginia. 
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Donations For The New Museum Fund 
Latest donations to the new museum fund which have 
been made by the following persons or organizations up to 


July 10, 1998. 


Charles and Debra Ahern 

Willard Allen 

Elaine Arnott 

Helen M. Ault 

Kay Baker 

Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Barnard 

David C. Beard 

Jack and Jean Beard 

Virginia Stacy Beitzel 

Charles C. Bender 

Carrie E. Benson 

Connie Biden 

Nellie I. Bishoff 

DeCorsey Bolden 

Ann and Bill Borchert 

Cora Bowser 

Elsie Brady 

John J. Brenneman 

Julia Lottie Brenneman 

Harris and Edna Britton 

Ida L. Brown 

Thomas and Juanita Browing 

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond C. 
Bryant 

Ralph and Edith Buckel 

Brenda Butscher and Harry 
Dunkin 

Wilma A. Calhoun 

Grant and Jackie Callery 

Wayne and Donna Callis 

Walter and Ruth Campbell 

Mr. and Mrs. Harland Carl- 
son | 

Janice N. Carroll 

Carl and Dorothy Cathell 

Civic Club of Oakland 

Dr. and Mrs. Eugene Cornett 

Mr. and Mrs. James Cover 


Elsie O. Cross 

John F. Culp 

Frank and Lorena Custer 

James H. Davis 

Mary Jane DeWitt 

June Dodd 

William R. Doonan 

Victor Dozzi 

Sylvia Draine 

Vera Duckworth 

Daniel Duggan 

Paul and Alice Ann Eary 

Cecil and Wilma Edwards 

James H. Edwards 

Meg Ellis 

Elizabeth Ervin 

Jacqueline T. Evans 

Garnett E. Fazenbaker 

Dr. James H. Feaster 

Paul Fekete and Carol Grigs- 
by 

Mr. and Mrs. Philip J. Field 

Mr. and Mrs. Emerson Fike 

Pat Filsinger 

Rosemary Fischer 

Bonnie Fitzwater 

Fitzwater Furniture 

William P. Franklin 

Hazel H. Frantz 

Jimmie and Mary Friend 

Mary Alice Fries 

Michale A. Garrett II 

Joyce H. Glover 

Alexander Gow 

Dr. B.L. Grant 

William B. Grant 

Willard and Dolores Hayden 

Caroline M. Haley 
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Audra Hansen 

Eva Lou Harman 

Edgar and Cosette Harman 

Helen L. Harman 

Wayne and Helen Harman 

William H. Harper dr. 

Ailene Harvey 

Harrison G. Harvey 

Laura Belle Harvey 

Wilson Ward Harvey 

Dr. and Mrs. Havrylyshyn 

Nancy L. Helbig 

Mike Henderson 

Thomas Henline 

Joanne B. Henry 

Elizabeth K. Hesen 

James and Pamela Hodges 

William R. Hoye 

Doris H. Hughey 

Bruce and Evelyn Jenkins 

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas 
Johnson 

Carl Kahl 

Randall and Martha Kahl 

Zar W. Kelley 

Warren A. Kessler 

Raymond L. Kisner 

Russell J. Klotz 

Knights of Pythias, Oakland 
Lodge #113 

Mr. and Mrs. William H. 
Knotts 

Robert and Mary Kolb 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred C. Krings 

Fred and Nancy Leary 

Lucille Ludvigsen 

Burt and Linda Lytle 

Allan D. Marshall 

Frank and Betty Mattingly 

Betty Jane McCahill 

Sull McCartney 

Rodger McClung 

William F. McLaughlin 

Raymond I. McRobie 


Russell R. McRobie 

Sandra Melago 

Clyde W. Michael 

Beulah M. Miller 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph F. Miller 

Jean H. Monlux 

Arlene Morey 

Charles and Dorothy Morris 

Merilyn B. Morrow 

Marianna Naylor 

Jacob Nill 

Gerald N. Oester 

Mrs. Elmer Oshel 

Janet Otto 

Nellie Pember 

Winifred and Jay Pile 

Willard L. Plum 

Marcia A. Plumb 

George and Ruth Porter 

Barbara Pritts 

Robert and Anne Proudfoot 

Bob and Vava Railey 

Ann Rebele 

Ida B. Reckner 

Lawrence and Marilyn 
Reichert 

Clair R. Richardson 

Kathy Bruce Roahen 

Ariel D. Robinson 

Jane Fraley Robinson 

Ivan and Virginia Rowe 

Dorothy M. Rudy 

Scott and Barbara Rush 

Wilma Sanders 

Mrs. Clifford Savage 

Alta E. Schrock 

Karl A. Friend F.S.A. Scot 

Perry and Joann Shaffer 

Helen Schroyer 

Crystal Sines 

George A. Sharp III 

Lawrence and Hazel Sher- 
wood 


404 THE GLADES STAR 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Shin- 
dle 

Elizabeth K. Shirer 

Sebert and Mildred Skipper 

J. Samuel Slicer 

Beverly B. Souply 

Quida Smith 

Robert and Carol Stansbury 

Dick and Christina Stauf- 
enberger 

Roman Stelmach 

Mrs. Melvin Stemple 

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Stetz 

Betty L. Steyer 

Garland Steyer 

William R. Stottlemeyer 

John and Linda Strider 

Charles E. Sultzer 

Delbert Swartzentruber 

Nellie B. Swartzentruber 

R. Thomas Thayer 


Reva B. Thomas 

Charles and Barbara Thorn 

Carl and Helena Thrasher 

Joan R. Wargwosky 

Richard J. Wasicko 

Josephine B. Wayne 

Sue M. Weber 

Norma C. Weeks 

Oakley and Judy White 

Warren T. Whittaker 

Helen A. Wilson 

Wayne Wilt 

Wolf Family Research Group 

Diane and Gilbert Wright 

Daniel J. Yoder Sr. 

Esther M. Yoder 

Mr. and Mrs. Jere Yohn 

Harry W. Yommer 

Youghiogheny Glades Chap- 
ter NSDAR 

Ellen Zimmerman 


Garrett County’s C.C.C.Camps 


They've been gone for over 50 
years, but the good work done by 
the Civilian Conservation Corps 
personnel is still evident in 
Garrett County. 

Established by Congress in 
March, 1933, the government 
launched into a two-fold pro- 
gram; a large scale reforestation 
program and a means of provid- 
ing work for unemployed young 
men. By July of 1933, more than 
300 thousand men were housed 
and working in camps in almost 
every state. From 1933 to 1942, 
there were over 4,000 CCC 
camps in all the 48 states, plus 
Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and 
the Virgin Islands. 

Typical of the- camps in 
Garrett County was the one at 


Swallow Falls. Although it was 
not the first one established in 
Garrett County, it was the last 
one to be closed. 

Known as Company 304, the 
Swallow Falls camp was estab- 
lished on May 14, 1934. When 
the CCC men arrived there, the 
camp site was nothing but a 
field of brush. In typical Army 
style, the officers in charge soon 
had the men clearing brush and 
erecting big, G.I. tents. All dur- 
ing the summer of 1934, the men 
lived in tents, and focused their 
work in the Swallow Falls area. 
Then, in October, wooden bar- 
racks were erected, the tents 
were removed, and the men pre- 
pared for their first winter in 


(Continued on page 406) 
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Memorial Donations List 


Latest memorial donations to the new museum 
fund by individuals and organizations through July 
10, 1998. 


In memory of: Ruth and Iret Ashby by Beural Ashby 
Casteel Fox. 


In memory of: Margaret Glotfelty Schoch Ashby, Icie 
Agnes Schoch, Edith Mae Schoch Sadler, Eleanor 
Glotfelty Robey by Lelia Schoch Carr 


In memory of: Larraine Bittinger Dixon, Christopher Dou- 
glas Bittinger by Delbert and Grace Bittinger 


In memory of: John H. Forman by Laura S. Forman 


In memory of: KE. Wayne Fratz and Marjorie Keller Fratz 
by Helen I. Keller 


In memory of: Fr. David W. Gonder by Bruce and Mary 
Babbitt 


In memory of: Fr. David W. Gonder by Gonder Insurance 
Agency Inc. 


In memory of: Fr. David W. Gonder by Judge and Mrs. 
Lewis R. Jones 


In memory of: Fr. David W. Gonder by Kathryn W. Gonder 
In memory of: Fr. David W. Gonder by Dorothy Frame 


In memory of: Fr. David W. Gonder by Stephanie Jordan 
Lang 


In memory of: Richard W. Harvey by Betty J. Harvey 


In memory of: Helen Kight by Judge and Mrs. Lewis R. 
Jones 


In memory of: Grover C. and Ollie King by Ida King 
Messinger and Marie McClure 


In memory of: Herbert C. Layman, Clara M. Layman by 
Commissioner and Mrs. William H. Layman 
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In memory of: Beulah Savage Listernick by Stanley and 
Roselyn Listernick 


In memory of: Cora May and Wade Hampton Lohr, Robert 
W. Sheckells by Cynthia S. Kight 


In memory of: Mrs. Jessie McCullough by Rev. Benjamin 
A. Friend 


In memory of: Mr. and Mrs. Howard Ridder by Mrs. 
Frances R. Daley 


In memory of: Mrs. Edith Schlossnagel by Helen H. Korab 
In memory of: Elsie Sincell by Jo Elizabeth Gergoff 


In memory of: Mr. and Mrs. Fulcher P. Smith by Ann and 
Kelly Smith 


In memory of: Betty King Sweitzer by Ida King Messinger 
and Marie McClure 


In memory of: Dorothy F. Tucker by Dr. Eldon B. Tucker Jr. 


In memory of: Elizabeth Watkins by Judge and Mrs. Lewis 
R. Jones 


(Continued from Page 404) 


Garrett County. 

Out-of-doors work by the men 
from the various camps soon 
became evident in all parts of 
Garrett County. They built 
roads, cut fire lines in the woods, 
and planted trees. In the imme- 
diate area of the State parks 
they cut hiking trails. 

In about 1935, the State au- 
thorized the building of rental 
cabins for summer visitors in 
several State Parks. The CCC 
men began working as carpen- 
ters, brick layers, and stone 
masons. A limited number 
learned to operate bull dozers, 
and other road machinery. 

In addition to learning these 


trades, each camp developed an 
educational program, based as 
nearly as possible, upon the 
needs and desires of the men in 
the camp. Each camp acquired 
books for a library anda number 
of them also published camp 
newspapers. 

With the advent of W.W. II, 
the CCC program was canceled. 
Swallow Falls, the last camp to 
be closed in Garrett County, was 
vacated on May 20, 1942. 


THE GLADES STAR 407 


Preston County Historical Society 


Acquires Virginia Iron Furnace 
by Connie C. Gibson 


Ed. Note: The history of 
Garrett County is affected by 
the history of surrounding coun- 
ties of West Virginia and Penn- 
sylvania. We are grateful to 
Connie Gibson of the Preston 
County Historical Society for this 
story on the Virginia Iron Fur- 
nace. 

History Of The Furnace 

The enduring survival of this 
forty foot limestone structure on 
the banks of Muddy Creek has 
once again found its place in 
another chapter of Preston 
County history. In August 1997, 
the Preston County Historical 
Society acquired the old Virginia 
Furnace. The furnace is located 
on Route 26, 2.5 miles north of 
Albright, W.Va. It has taken al- 
most as long to find the furnace 
a new caretaker as it took Levi 
Kennett to build the furnace in 
1852. 

In the years of fighting for the 
survival of this beautiful stone 
structure, I feel like a parent 
wanting her child to grow up 
and prosper. 

The Virginia Furnace was 
sold after the death of James C. 
McGrew’s wife, Paris Hagans 
McGrew, on November 18, 1893, 
to Alexander Tate (Tait?). Tate 
sold the furnace to Stephen B. 
Elkins of Randolph Co., W.Va. 
on September 3, 1902. Elkins 
sold it to West Virginia Coal and 
Coke Co. on May 21, 1904. 

Later, Allison W. Snider ob- 
tained the furnace property by a 
“quit claim “ deed in July 1933; 
the deed was not made legal 
until July 1940. It is not known 


why the Preston County news- 
papers carried the story seven 
years before the property was 
legally place in the courthouse 
records. 

The Kingwood Daughters of 
the American Revolution main- 
tained the furnace property un- 
til 1991, when the Kingwood 
DAR Chapter disbanded. The 
Chapter sought legal council 
about the property, but was ad- 
vised that the furnace property 
was untransferable, which was 
untrue. Acting upon this infor- 
mation, the Chapter disbanded 
and kept the untrans-ferred fur- 
nace a secret. Unknown to the 
Chapter was the fact that the 
furnace property reverted back 
to the original deed grantor. Mrs. 
Mary Elizabeth McCrum pri- 
vately contributed to the care 
and upkeep of the furnace and 
surrounding property until her 
death in 1994. 

Changes and Difficulties 

After Mrs. McCrum’s death, 
I knew that there would be no 
one to care for the furnace, be- 
cause so few people knew the 
true plait of the furnace. With 
the help of Clyde Cale, I ap- 
proached Charles Thomas of the 
Preston County Historical 
Scoiety, because the Virginia 
Furnace had to be transferred to 
a non-profit organization and be 
maintained as a road side park 
to be used by the public. 
These were the stipulations 

within the original deed 

Charles Thomas agreed and 
contacted an attorney in 1994 
who basically did nothing with 


THE GLADES STAR 


Virginia Furnace 
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the transfer of the property for a 
whole year. On August 17, 1995, 
the deed was returned to 
Charles, who returned it to me. 
I called another attorney for le- 
gal advice, and he informed me 
that this deed was transferable; 
allI needed was a signed release 
from the West Virginia DAR 
state organization. 

In October 1996, I began call- 
ing officers of the state DAR, 
trying to find how to obtain a 
release from the them so the 
property could be transferred to 
the Preston County Historical 
Society. Finally, I got in contact 
with the DAR Regent in Charies- 
ton, W.Va. She informed me that 
they had no knowledge that the 
Kingwood DAR Chapter held 
property and that it had not 
been transferred at their dis- 
banding. 

To give them the whole story, 
I sent copies of the furnace deed 
and other paper work in October 
1996. Unfortunately, the Regent 
did not know how to handle such 
a complicated situation, and she 
forwarded the copies of the deed 
to the national headquarters in 
Washington, D.C., asking their 
attorneys to handle the situa- 
tion. 

To the Regent’s surprise, the 
national attorneys were of no 
help so she set out on her own to 
find who was the true owner of 
the Virginia Furnace. After a 
search of land and mine records 
in the State Capital, she discov- 
ered that the furnace tract was 
now owned by Bethlehem Steel/ 
Beth Energy Mines Inc., Beth- 
lehem, Pa. In February 1997, 
Beth Energy was notified that 
the Virginia Iron Furnace was 
part of their vast holdings. 


Coincidences and Solution 

In May 1997, the deed transfer 
work landed upon the desk of a 
gentleman, who forty years before 
had worked his first day in the coal 
industry surveying coal mines near 
the Virginia Furnace. Due to this 
man’s knowledge of the property in 
question, the way was eased for the 
transfer from Beth Energy to the 
Preston County Historical Society. 
By June of that year, the Society 
was notified of the transfer by “quit 
claim” deed from Beth Energy Inc. 
Finally, in August 1997, Preston 
County Historical Society became 
the proud owners of the Virginia 
Furnace of Muddy Creek. 

Some Additional Help 

I sought help in getting the 
furnace grounds cleaned and the 
picnic area improved. In my 
quest I was directed to the 
Kingwood Lions Club, and at- 
tended one of their meetings. I 
presented a program on the fur- 
nace with hopes that the club 
would agree to help do the clean- 
up work. The program was well 
received, and the club agreed to 
help with the work. 

Through donations of mate- 
rials and labor, both pavilions 
have now been re-roofed and the 
surrounding grounds are in the 
process of being cleaned. Unfor- 
tunately, during the interim, 
someone took the picnic tables 
from the pavilions. 

Virginia Furnace is now in 
the process of being put on the 
National Registry of Historical 
Places. Hopes are that this won- 
derful example of Preston Coun- 
ty’s industrial history will en- 
dure for several hundred more 
years so that future generations 
may see and enjoy it. 
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DUES PAYABLE... 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Dues for the ensuing year, beginning July 1, 1998, are payable as 
of that date. Dues will be delinquent after July Ist. Any member who 
has not paid dues by September 1, 1998, shall be automatically 
dropped from membership. Dues are $15.00 and may be paid at any 
branch of the Ruth Enlow Library, or by mailing a check to Mrs. Kahl. 
Make check payable to Garrett County Historical Society. 


Name 

Address 

Phone number: ( __s+) E-mail 
Send to: Mrs. Randall R. Kahl 


877 Fricks Crossing Road 
Deer Park, MD 21550 


Volunteer Form For 1998 


Name 


Address 


City State Zip 
Phone Number(s): 


Please circle the areas that apply 
to your special interest. 


1. Special programs 6. Collection maintenance 
2. Fund raising 7. Docents 

3. Building and grounds 8. Office support 

4. Publicity 9. Record keeping 

5. Exhibits 10 Other: 
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Fund Raising Dinner 


To Benefit The Museum Fund 
A dinner to benefit the New Museum Fund will be held 
on September 17, 1998, at 6:30 p.m. at the Pleasant Valley 
Community Center. Guest speaker for the evening will be 
Mr. Al Feldstein of Cumberland. He will be showing slides 
and speaking about Garrett County. 
Dinner price is $12.00 per person. 
To attend, send your reservations to: 
Mrs. Carl Cathell 
550 Liberty Street 
Oakland, MD 21550 
Mail by September 10, 1998; we need an accurate count. 
Seating will be by reservations. Make check payable to 
New Museum Fund. 
Please make reservations @ $12.00 each. 
Total amount enclosed 


Name 


Address 


Please list names of those for whom you are making 
reservations: 


I would like to make a donation to the New Museum 
Fund of the Garrett County Historical Society in the amount 
of $- 

(Make check payable to New Museum Fund) 


If the donation is to be a memorial, please list the name 
or names of persons to be honored in the memorial. 


Send to: Mrs. Randall R. Kahl 
877 Fricks Crossing Road 
Deer Park, MD 21550 
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Dedication - Yough Glades 
Elementary School 


Over 200 people attended the 
dedication of the Yough Glades 
Elementary School on Saturday 
afternoon, May 2, 1998. The 
dedication ceremony brought to- 
gether students, parents and 
community leaders in the audi- 
torium/all purpose room of 
Garrett County's newest elemen- 
tary school. The master of cer- 
emonies for the occasion was Dr. 
Wendell Teets, Garrett County 
superintendent of schools. 

The Program 

Arranged by Dr. Teets and 
Mrs. Lindsay Stanton, princi- 
pal, the program included musi- 
cal selections by the school’s band 
and chorus, remarks by commu- 
nity leaders and elected repre- 
sentatives, and closed with the 
dedication of the new flag pole 
by American Legion Post #71. 

First speaker on the program 
was the Rev. John Grant, who 
gave a brief talk on the history of 
the name “Youghiogheny 
Glades”; the name went back to 
the late 1600s or very early 
1700s. His talk was followed by 
remarks from James Raley, 
Board of Education; County 
Commissioner Wayne Johnson; 
Delegate George Edwards; Sena- 
tor John Hafer; and school prin- 
cipal Lindsay Stanton. 

Later in the program, Asst. 
Superintendent of Schools Al 
Coviello handed out special rec- 
ognition award plaques to rep- 
resentatives of American Legion 
Post 71, Frank Arnold Contrac- 
tors Inc., Hickory Environmen- 
tal Education Center, Junior 
Women’s Civic Club, Retired Bell 
Atlantic Employees, Sang Run 


Trucking & Excavating, and an 
individual plaque to the Rev. 
John Grant. Mr. Coviello gave a 
brief summary of the volunteer 
work performed by the recipi- 
ents of each plaque. 

The final part of the program 
was the flag pole dedication cer- 
emony conducted by the Com- 
mander of American Legion Post 
#71, Chaplain and Honor Guard 
of Post #71, and the rifle squad 
of VFW Post #10017. 

Upon the conclusion of the 
program, refreshments were 
serve by the Yough Glades Par- 
ent Teacher Group. 

A Variety Of Educational 
Offerings 

On Saturday, May 2, before 
and after the dedication cer- 
emony, visitors were encouraged 
to tour the new school. Most of 
them were immediately im- 
pressed by the bright appear- 
ance of the hallways and class 
rooms. Next of interest, came 
the arrangement of classrooms, 
library, and staff locations. The 
building essentially consists of 
two long hallways forming an 
“L” shape. At the meeting of the 
hallways is located the school 
office, library, computer class 
room and huge all-purpose room. 

Looking at the library and 
electronic display in the com- 
puter class room, one of the visi- 
tors was heard to remark, “Read- 
ing, writing, arithmetic... ... and 
a whole lot more.” His words 
probably expressed the feeling 
of most of the visitors. This school 
is equipped to lead the students 


into the requirements ofthe next 
(Continued on Page 418) 
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Dr. Teets, superintendent of Garrett County schools. 





Yough Glades Schoo! Orchestra. 
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Ghost Towns Of The Upper Potomac 


“They're selling like hot 
cakes,” remarked Correspond- 
ing secretary Martha Kahl. She 
was referring to sales of the lat- 
est booklet published by the 
Garrett County Historical Soci- 
ety, Ghost Towns Of The Upper 
Potomac. The combination of old 
photographs and bits of history 
in the booklet catches the imagi- 
nation of people who know of or 
lived in the valley of the North 
Branch of the Potomac River. 
Many of them either grew up in 
the towns named in the booklet 
or had family ties to them in 
some manner. 

A sentence in the Preface of 
this new publication sets forth 
one reason for its production and 
touches on its popularity. “This 
book is not meant to be a com- 
plete history of these towns, nor 
is it meant to imply that all of 
the towns are ‘ghost towns,’ 
rather it is to give some insight 
into the people and towns which 
existed along the North Branch 
of the Potomac River from Fair- 
fax to Bloomington.” 

In.addition to one or more pho- 
tographs for each town, the text of 
the booklet gives the reason why it 
existed. Dobbin, for example, was 
the site of one of the most extensive 
logging railroad activities along the 
Potomac. Kempton, by contrast, 
developed because of what was 
below the ground: a rich seam of 
coal. 

In this manner, the booklet 


chronicles the progress of indus- 


try from the source of the North 
Branch downstream to its junc- 
tion with the Savage River at 
Bloomington 

All of the towns had a tie with 
the Western Maryland Railroad, 
which ran through the river val- 


ley. In addition, the booklet also 
carries something “extra” for the 
railroad history “buff.” On the 
last page there is a reproduction 
of Time Table No.1, showing the 
names of the towns along the 
railroad all the way from Davis, 
W.Va., to Cumberland. It was 
published in 1887 by the West 
Virginia Central Railway, pre- 
decessor of the Western Mary- 
land. This particular timetable 
carries an interesting historical 
note: the community now called 
“Gorman” was listed as “Elkins” 
in 1887. 

Ghost Towns Of The Upper 
Potomac can be purchased at 
the Society's Museum for $10.00. 
Toreceive it by mail send a check 
to Mrs. Martha Kahl, 877 Fricks 
Crossing Road, Deer Park, MD 
21550. Make the check payable 
to the Garrett County Historical 
Society and add $1.50 to cover 
postage and handling costs. 


(Continued from Page 416) 
century. 
.. And In The “Glade” Itself 

Included in the planning of the 
new school’s curriculum was a way 
to take advantage of the geographic 
location of the site. The south end 
of the school lot borders on a marsh 
area, one tiny portion ofthe historic 
“Yough Glades.” Yet, this “tiny por- 
tion” includes grass, bushes and 
trees native to the whole glade 
area. 

The County built a meandering 
path leading to a boardwalk, which 
gives access to the wettest part of 
the marsh, in this wonderful natu- 
ral science area just beyond the 
classrooms. Science teachers can 
easily set up programs of observa- 
tion and cultivation in the marsh 
any time of the year. 
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A History Of Rock Lodge 


by Laura Taylor 


One of the largest houses in 
Garrett County, the history of Rock 
Lodge begins with the acquisition 
of land by Franklin Felix Nichola. 
A Pittsburgh businessman, he first 
acquired cut-over timberland from 
the Mea-dow Mt. Lumber Com- 
pany when it defaulted on a mort- 
gage which he held. 

Then, he added several more 
tracts of land. The first was 60 
acres from Mahlon Glotfelty, on 
which Rock Lodge was built. 
Next, 138 acres were purchased 
from James Knox to stable and 
pasture his horses. Finally, a 
small piece of ground was bought 
from Peter Bowser which made 
the total estate 5,019 acres. 

The Lodge 

Construction of the lodge it- 
self began in 1919; it was de- 
signed after lodges built in the 
great forest reserves of the West. 
It had five bedrooms and baths, 
a living room, kitchen, and study. 
The living room, study, and one 
of the bedrooms each had a huge 
fireplace. The 25 foot front porch 
was extended past the eastern 
side of the building to give a view 
of Cherry Creek below and sev- 
eral hundred yards to the east. 

Constructing the lodge was a 
tough and tedious job. Bolden 
and Kahl from Oakland were 
contracted to erect the building. 
Some of the local men who 
worked on the building were Jo- 
seph Buckel, head stone mason, 
Bruce Glotfelty, Sam Glotfelty, 
and James Knox. The floors in 
the lodge were all cement with 
carpet over top, except for the 
kitchen, which had linoleum, and 
the living room floor, which was 
made of flagstone. 


Rocks For Rock Lodge 

The rocks for the lodge were 
quarried from a cliff near Cherry 
Creek and hauled by horses to 
the building site. Sam Glotfelty 
and James Knox used their 
teams of horses to do the haul- 
ing. These rocks were extremely 
large, but Nichola would not let 
the stone masons shape them, 
insisting that they be used as 
they came from the quarry. This 
policy aroused the wrath of the 
chief stone mason, Joseph 
Buckel. He complained to 
Nichola that it made the rocks 
very hard to handle, saying, “The 
Rocks roll this-away and they 
roll that-away.” 

In addition to the lodge itself, 
there were several other build- 
ings constructed nearby. A 
caretakers home was built at 
the same time as the lodge, hav- 
ing two bedrooms, a bath, living 


‘room and kitchen. There was 


also an ice house and a pump/ 
electric ight generating house. 
Cherry Creek Dam 

Frank Nichola had a dam 
built on Cherry Creek, because 
he wanted his own private “pool.” 
He would string a curtain across 
the breast of the dam, so he 
could go “skinny dipping” with- 
out being seen from the lodge 
porch. The dam had a fish lad- 
der so the fish could swim over 
the breast of the dam when go- 
ing upstream. On one bank of 
the dam there was a bath house, 
made of logs, with three chang- 
ing rooms having benches; each 
one had a separate door which 
opened out onto the water. 

The Ice House 
On one end of the ice house, 
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there was a small shop area in 
which repairs were made and 
tools were stored. 

The ice house was used to 
store ice for use in the lodge. 
During the winter employees of 
the lodge would go down to the 
Cherry Creek dam, cut out huge 
blocks of ice and haul them to 
the ice house using horses. The 
storage pattern in the ice house 
consisted of a layer of sawdust, 
then a layer of ice blocks, then 
another layer of sawdust until 
the ice house was full. For used 
in the lodge, a block of ice was 
put in the top of an ice box. 
During the summer, ice was also 
used to make ice cream. 

Another building, the pump/ 
electric light generating house, 
contained a well, a gasoline mo- 
tor, and a 32 volt battery rack. 
The Delco-type electric system 
charged the batteries for elec- 
tricity in the lodge and care- 
taker’s home. In 1938, the prop- 
erty was connected to the local 
utility electric lines. 

People Who Worked There 

Nichola employed local people 
to take care of Rock Lodge and 
its surroundings. The first couple 
to take on this job were Jonas 
and Esther Knox, followed by 
Fred and Ola Bland, Clark and 
Shrilla Glotfelty, Adam and Bar- 
bara Teets, William and Mary 
Railey, andSam and Susie Teets. 

Sam and Susie Teets, my 
great grandparents, were care- 
takers at Rock Lodge for 39 
years. They retired in 1972 and 
were followed by Wilbur and 
Irene Bowser, who were care- 
takers until 1979, when Wilbur 
was killed in a mining accident. 
John and Bertha Reed were then 
hired and stayed for four years. 
The present caretakers, Alan 
and Bonnie Friend, were hired 


in 1984. 


Caretakers Tasks 

Caretakers had many tasks. 
My grandfather, Russell Teets, 
has filled me in on what his 
parents, Sam and Susie Teets, 
used to do. 

Nichola kept a riding stable 
about a mile from the lodge on 
the 138 acre farm which he 
bought from James Knoxin 1920. 
Sam took care of the horses, and 
when guests wished to ride, he 
would take the horses from the 
stable to the lodge. He would 
also drive to Oakland, pick up 
E.G. Naylor, the blacksmith, and 
bring him back to the stable to 
shoe the horses. After the shoe- 
ing was done, Naylor would fish 
in Cherry Creek until Sam could 
drive him back to Oakland. 

Sam Teets also kept the horse 
trails open, the lawns cut, and 
buildings in good repair. In ad- 
dition, he cut firewood and 
tended the vegetable garden. 
Susie Teets did the laundry, 
cleaned the lodge, and prepared 
meals for guests staying there. 

These were but a few of the 
many jobs for which the care- 
takers were responsible. 

Nichola enjoyed different 
forms of recreation while stay- 
ing at the lodge. Most of the 
time he spent riding his horses. 
However, he also enjoyed play- 
ing croquet, swimming in the 
dam, and fishing in Cherry 
Creek. He gave a small piece of 
land behind the lodge to Garrett 
County for a school. It was called 
Rock Lodge School, and my 
grandfather, Russell Teets, was 
a student there as long as it 
existed. 

Original Lodge Destroyed 
By Fire 

On April 26, 1928, a bad sleet 

and snow storm hit Garrett 
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County, dumping 28 inches of 
snow on the area. On that same 
day, Rock Lodge caught fire. The 
Oakland fire department was 
called, but due to the sleet and 
snow on the road, the firemen 
could only get a few miles out of 
Oakland. Some fire equipment 
was transferred to a touring car 
and a group of firemen proceeded 
to Rock Lodge. By the time they 
arrived, most of the building had 
been destroyed; the cause of the 
fire still remains unknown. 

In the Fall of 1928, Nichola 
decided to rebuild Rock Lodge, 
and the work was completed 
within a year. The new building 
was more comfortable for quests; 
a new master bedroom and a 
maid’s bedroom were also added 
at that time. 

New Owners Of Rock 
Lodge 

Franklin Felix Nichola died 
in 1938, and after a yearlong 
search, a buyer for Rock Lodge 
was found: Mr. Jesse Bloch of 
Wheeling, W.Va. Mr. Block was 
a member of the firm which 
manufactured Mail Pouch To- 
bacco. He and his wife took over 
the lodge in November of 1939. 

Unfortunately, Jesse Block 
did not share Felix Nichola’s love 
for horses, and so the horses of 
Rock Lodge were sold. Bloch 
owned a farm near Wheeling 
where he raised beefcattle. Some 
ofthem were brought to the farm 
belonging to Rock Lodge; the 
barn was remodeled and ex- 
panded to accommodate them. 

Mr. Bloch died on January 
19, 1951; his wife, on October 
26, 1960. Their grandson, Stuart 
Bloch, created “Rock Lodge 
Trust” and Rock Lodge still re- 
mains in the Bloch family. 

Rock Lodge Today 

Today, Rock Lodge is still 


standing and looks the same as 
it always did. The caretaker’s 
home is still nearby the main 
building; a porch has been added 
toit. The ice house is gone; it was 
torn down when electricity was 
brought to the property in 1938. 
The pump/electric light house 
has been remodeled into a guest 
house. The dam on Cherry Creek 
is still there and the remnants of 
the fish ladder are along the 
banks of Cherry Creek. 

Due to local “strip mining,” 
Cherry Creek is no longer clean 
enough to swim in or support 
fish life. The land that Nichola 
gave to Garrett County for Rock 
Lodge School was later bought 
back from the County by Sam 
Teets, who later sold it to the 
Blochs.. The barn which stood 
behind the lodge deteriorated 
and collapsed. 

The 138 acre farm which 
Nichola bought from James Knox 
in 1920 is still there. After the 
death of Jesse Bloch, Sam Teets 
bought the farm. Today, his son, 
Russell Teets, and his wife Dor- 
othy own and operate the farm, 
raising beef cattle. It is called 
“Rock Lodge Farm.” 


(Continued from Page426) 
eral overhauling, which would 
cost a lot of money. James was 
more interested in railroading 
than grinding grain, and the mill 
was abandoned about 1905. To- 
day, the millrace, stone founda- 
tions, and a few old machinery 
parts are all that remain of this 
once busy grist mill. 

My family purchased the 
Chisholm property and it was 
the discovery of the stone foun- 
dations, the beautiful woods 
around it, which prompted me 
to learn more about Ryan’s Glade 
and to write this article. 
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Looking Back At the Past Ryan’s Glade 


by Paul Friend 


The Ryan’s Glade area of 
Garrett County is a beautiful 
location named after John Ryan, 
a squatter who lived there briefly 
around 1790. Today, travelers of 
MD #560 pass through this area 
on their way to and from the 
Backbone Mountain area. In 
early spring you can see a maple 
grove where the trees are tapped 
each year —a true sign of spring. 

This area has a very colorful 
past and still holds many memo- 
ries of the SOSA RETGI! of Garrett 
County. 

In the early 1800s, cattle 
owners sent herds of cattle in 
this “grass country,” where there 
was free pasture. These owners 
would hire “herders” to drive 
the cattle in and watch over the 
herd. When the cattle were ready 
for market, they would be driven 
back to Cumberland or some 
other central place. Travel by 
horseback from here to Cum- 
berland took two days each way. 
Sometimes, the cattle were 
driven as far away as Lancaster, 
Pa., to be sold at the cattle mar- 
ket there. 

While in Cumberland, many 
of the herders would buy the 
groceries and supplied they 
needed to have when they re- 
turned home. 

On one such trip to Cum- 
berland in 1839, a herdsman 
named Israel Thompson learned 
of the Norman Bruce estate of 
sixteen hundred acres in Ryan’s 
Glade. It had great: meadows 
and pasture land; the Bruce fam- 
ily of Allegany County had little 
time to tend the property. After 
he contacted the family, they 
decided to lease the land to Is- 
rael Thompson. 


Included in the estate land 
was a big grove of maple sugar 
trees, so that the Thompson fam- 
ily could make maple sugar and 
maple syrup. There were also 
blackberries, huckleberries, el- 
derberries, chokeberries, wild 
strawberries, and cranberries 
from a bog on the estate grounds. 

School House 

There was a schoolhouse built 
oflogsin the Ryan’s Glades area. 
The students wrote with goose 
quill pens and used the juice of 
poke berries for ink. This was 
known asa “subscription school,” 
available to those who were able 
to pay for educational instruc- 
tion. Israel Thompson paid $4.00 
tuition for two students. Since 
their first child, Henry, was too 
young to go to school, it is prob- 
able that Israel and his wife 
Katie were themselves the two 
scholars for whom he paid the 
tuition. The teacher at that time 
was Nancy Thayer. 

The school house was also 
used as a community church. In 
1869 or 1870 a “protracted” 
church meeting was being held 
there. At the close of one of the 
services, the preacher an- 
nounced, “No preventing provi- 
dence, there will be services here 
tomorrow night at the same 
time.” That night the building 
burned to the ground and was 
never rebuilt. 

The location became known 
as the place of “the burnt school 
house.” 

This log school was located on 
Military Lot 497, which had been 
sold to Israel Thompson by 
Norman Bruce in 1849. Lot 497 
was also the land where Henry 
Thompson built his home and 
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the teachers boarded with him. 
The student body in the 1840s 
consisted of the children of Noah 
Harvey, N.B. Harvey, George 
Steyer, William White, Jack 
Davis, the Moons, Thompsons 
and Wilson children. 

A description of the old school 
still exists. “It was a log house 
covered with clapboards riven 
out of oak, which were held on by 
a small log or sapling at the butt 
of each course, the riven clap- 
boards being about 3 feet long. 
No nails were used. The door 
was made of riven chestnut wood 
with bark peeled off. A black- 
smith made nails fastening riven 
slabs to the hinges. 

“These hinges were of oak, 
hewed out to reach across the 
door near top and bottom, 3 x 4 
inches in size and tapered. 
Heavy wooden brackets were 
pinned to the jamb that held the 
logsin place, the hinges attached 
to them by a hickory pin 1 inchin 
diameter. That door would 
squeak mournfully unless tal- 
low was applied plentifully. The 
seats were made by splitting 
chestnut logs in half.” 

The Thompson Farm 

When the B&O Railroad was 
surveyed through Garrett 
County in 1848, the chief engi- 
neer not only had to supervise 
the work, but see that the work- 
men were fed as well. Israel 
Thompson was asked to supply 
beef and so for the next five 
years this was a prosperous busi- 
ness for the cattleman. It was 
because of this business that 
Thompson was able to buy the 
Bruce estate in 1849. 

Once Israel Thompson owned 
the estate, more land wascleared 
for grazing. Thompson, in turn, 
leased out portions of this es- 
tate. Families were encouraged 


to build on the land and clear it 


.for crops. Places thus cleared 


would take on the name of the 
man who did the work. Only the 
maple sugar groves were saved 
in the clearing process, but they 
did have roads through them so 
the sap could be collected in sea- 
son. 

The Thompson farm seemed 
to be the “first” for many things 
in the area. In the house was the 
first stove for cooking, coal-oil 
lamps, and a spinning “ginny.” 
Near the house, he built the first 
large frame barn in the area. 

In 1865, Israel Thompson 
owned a sawmill next to the 
Chisholm grist mill, which used 
water from Ryan’s Glade Run. 

The Chisholm Family 

One of the better known loca- 
tions in Ryan’s Glade was the 
Chisholm grist mill. Built by Ike 
Wilson in 1830, it was sold to 
James Chisholm about 1844. 

Chisholm, a native of Scot- 
land, came to America in 1828 to 
work on the construction of the 
B&O Railroad. He lived in 
Sykesville, Md., for a few years 
then came to Yough Glades in 
the early 1830s, bought the grist 
mill, and operated it until his 
death in 1889, when he was 86 
years old. 

A son, James Chisholm Jr., 
acquire an education in civil 
engineering, was elected county 
surveyor of Allegany County, and 
lived in Cumberland. Various 
members of his family assisted 
in the operation of the mill. His 
Son Arthur operated the mill for 
a few years, then got into the 
lumber and mining business in 
Friendsville. 

Arthur’s brother, James III, 
operated the mill until 1905. By 


this time, the mill needed a gen- 
(Continued on Page 423) 
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Tornadoes Dispel Two Myths 


On the evening of May 31 and 
June 2 of this year, two popular 
myths were dispelled by violent 
weather that hit the tri-state 
area. 

The first myth was that “a 
person living in the mountains 
doesn’t have to worry about 
them, because tornadoes only 
occur in flat places like Kansas 
and Oklahoma.” The second 
myth applies to natural disas- 
ters: “never hits in the same 
place twice.” 

On Sunday evening, May 31, 
1998, the center of Salisbury, 
Pa., was ripped apart by a tor- 
nado. Two days later, the evening 
June 2, a second tornado hit the 
same Somerset County commu- 
nity. The myths about “moun- 
tains" and “never twice” have 
been dispelled forever in the 
minds of tri-state residents. 

Unfortunately, the second 
wind storm also spilled down 
into Garrett and Allegany coun- 
ties, ripping off roofs, collapsing 
old buildings, and uprooting 
trees. 

Contemporary History 

Normally, The Glades Star is 
concerned with historical events 
from 50 or more years ago, some- 
times dating back as far as 250 
years. If the violent weather of 
this past summer can be called a 
“contemporary history event,” so 
be it. However, it is felt that 
most of the members of the His- 
torical Society have roots in this 
area and are interested in what 
happened here this summer. 

As a part of “contemporary 
history” imagine the compla- 
cency of the average person 
watching the Sunday evening 
weather forecast. Thunder 


storms with strong wind gusts 
were forecast for the evening of 
May 31 as part of a turbulent 
weather system moving in from 
the Mid-West. Other than dis- 
connecting electronic equipment 
in case of a power surge caused 
by lightning, or making sure the 
windows are closed, the popular 
myths about tornadoes enforce 
the natural air of complacency; 
“Worry about a tornado... never!” 
Monday Morning — 
Salisbury and Pocahontas 

“Violent” is the best way to 
describe the passage of the 
weather system on Sunday 
evening. There were brilliant 
flashes of lightening, loud 
crashes of thunder, and a heavy 
downpour of rain over the tri- 
state area. When the damage at 
Salisbury and Pocahontas were 
announced on Monday morning, 
people were not surprised; the 
storm came near everyone that 
night. 

And with the distressing news 
came the sobering realization: 
“it can happen here.” 

As expected, local television 
crews converged on Somerset 
County on Monday morning. 
They found U.S. 219 at Salisbury 
was closed to all traffic: Grant 
Street (the main street and Rt. 
#219) was completely blocked 
by trees and parts of buildings. 
No one was admitted to the town 
except emergency personnel be- 
cause of the downed utility lines. 
Late in the day, a path was fi- 
nally cut through the debris and 
traffic once more moved through 
the town. 

Tuesday — Salisbury 

On Tuesday, your editor vis- 

ited Salisbury; the damage in 
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Pocahontas was minimal com- 
pared to the destruction in 
Salisbury. As with the peculiar- 
ity of such storms, two blocks 
north or south along the main 
street belied the fact that the 
center of town was ravaged: the 
street looked normal. Tornados 
Dispel Two Myths. Then came 
the overwhelming scene of de- 
struction: tree limbs and leaves 
were everywhere; interlaced 
with the tree limbs were boards 
and pieces of roofing. Yet even 
sadder was the shattered condi- 
tion of houses and store build- 
ings. 

One person described the 
scene with the words “looking 
like a war zone.” Perhaps it did 
look that way, but in all honesty 
the havoc wrought by the tor- 
nado that hit Salisbury was al- 
most beyond words. 

However, the scene was not 
one of complete human despair: 
utility crews were busy restor- 
ing power lines and telephone 
service; volunteers were busy 
clearing the streets, loading the 
debris into dump trucks; other 
volunteers were nailing plywood 
over broken windows and onto 
damaged roofs. Here and there, 
furniture was being removed 
from heavily damaged buildings 
for storage in a safer place. 

Looking at all of this, a per- 
sonis amazed that only one death 
resulted when the tornado hit 
town; only young Jessica Miller 
was killed when the van she was 
in was crushed by a falling tree. 

Tuesday Evening 
Television 

Thus, personal apprehension 
was heightened when the Tues- 
day 6 p.m. weather forecast an- 
nounced another round of thun- 





derstorms and high winds com- 
ing into the tri-state area. 

Recalling the devastation in- 
flicted by Sunday night’s storm, 
any complacency about unsettled 
weather turned to apprehension 
when this announcement was 
made. Later, agreatmany people 
stated that because of the de- 
struction of Salisbury on Sun- 
day evening, they were better 
able to cope with what might 
happen on Tuesday evening. 

Later, a prayer ofthanks went 
forth from everybody to the Pitts- 
burgh television stations for 
their responsible broadcasting 
on Tuesday evening. 

The weather forecast people 
announced that not one, but 
two lines of thunderstorms were 
to enter southwestern Pennsyl- 
vania and then sweep down into 
Maryland and West Virginia. As 
the television weather radar 
picked up the power ofthe storm 
cells, the TV stations either can- 
celed or repeatedly interrupted 
their major network shows to 
announce the approaching dan- 
ger. As the evening progressed, 
and the first round of storms hit, 
“on the spot reports” indicated 
that tornado winds accompanied 
this turbulent weather. 

The fact that the television 
stations kept tracking the dual 
line of thunder storms helped 
utility and rescue crews in the 
tri-state area work more effi- 
ciently. 

As Tuesday evening unfolded, 
it became evident that the worse 
part of the storm was following 
exactly the same path as the 
tornadoes of Sunday evening. 
Salisbury and Pocahontas were 
hit a second time, but not with 
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Mason School Memories 
by Lucille Ridder Novak 


Mason School was located in 
Pleasant Valley at the intersec- 
tion of Shady Deli and Mason 
School Road. It was painted 
white with a red bell tower on 
the roof. The building was prob- 
ably exactly like all one-room 
school buildings of that time: 
one large room with pot bellied 
stove in the center, a large black- 
board across the back wall with 
a long bench in front of it. There 
was a small vestibule where we 
hung our coats. There was a 
shelf for lunch pails and a tin 
pail for drinking water. (The 
water came from a pump out- 
side the school; before that, from 
a nearby stream.) The desks 
were placed in rows but stu- 
dents were not seated according 
to grade. 

I believe that the largest num- 
ber of students we had at one 
time was about 23, but that was 
due to another school being com- 
bined with Mason School. There 
were two teachers that year. 

I started school in September 
1932, when I was 5 years old, 
but would be 6 years old in De- 
cember. We had seven grades at 
that time, soI finished grammer 
school in June 1937 at the age of 
12 years old. That year there 
were only nine students in the 
school, and when three of us 
graduated, there were only six 
students remaining in the school. 
They were assigned to Red House 
School, and Mason School was 
closed forever. 

The school building was even- 
tually torn down and the lumber 
used to build a house in Mtn. 
Lake Park. 


Activities 

Mason School was sur- 
rounded by trees, and willow 
trees were our favorites. We 
had great fun on them. The big 
boys would climb up the young 
trees and bend a low branch 
down far enough for the younger 
students to grab onto them. The 
boys would let go, and we would 
soar, up, up and away. Whata 
thrill; we had great fun at school! 
Fortunately, none of us ever got 
hurt. We played ball in a large 
field near by the school. 

Many of the games we played 
then seem to be forgotten today. 
Some of them were: Andy Over, 
Run Sheep Run, Hide and Seek, 
and Tag; when it snowed we 
played Fox and Geese. Our see- 
saws were made by placing a 
board on a tree stump. 

Best of all was building play 
houses in the woods beside the 
school. The trees grew very thick 
in some places, and this made 
perfect “rooms.” In the spring we 
would cut large squares of thick 
moss and carpet off our rooms. 
Tree stumps were used for furni- 
ture. We would use the sticky 
white milk from the milkweed 
plants to glue acorns together for 
dishes. The boys delighted in tear- 
ing up our houses, which usually 
involved a fight with them. 

Students and Teachers 

All the students walked to 
school from a two mile or so 
radius. Families tended to be 
large and the same last names 
identified many students. Some 
of the families that attended 
Mason School included the Fikes, 
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One Room Schools 


In the March 1998 issue of 
The Glades Star there was a 
reprint of Garrett County School 
names as of 1911. Most of these 
schools were one-room schools, 
and it aroused so much interest 
that the list was repeated in the 
June 1998 issue. Since that time, 
many people have called or writ- 
ten to your editor telling where 
certain schools were located. 

One item which is a little con- 
fusing is that several of the 
Garrett County election districts 
were subdivided to make two 
more; District No. 15 and No. 16. 
Miss Claire A. Richardson, a 
member of the Society who works 
for the Maryland Geological Sur- 
vey got so interested that she 
looked back through old Garrett 
County maps and located a num- 
ber of the one-room schools listed 
in 1911. She located two, one 
each in district No. 15 and No. 16. 

To date, with the help of Miss 
Richardson and other members, 
the location of 78 of the 135 
schools listed in 1911 are known. 

The following is a list of the 
names of schools whose location 
is still unknown from the 1911 
Election District list. If mem- 
bers who know where the schools 
were located would mail a letter 
to your editor or call with the 
information, it would be greatly 
appreciated. 

No. 1 Meadow Mountain 
Fort Hill 
Painter 
Sharpless 
Glendale 
Stricker Siding 

No.2 Frazee Ridge 
John Friend 

No.3 Keyser’s Ridge 
McKenzie 
Dorsev 


Ridgeway 
Negro Mountain 
Red Hill 
Turner 
Laughlin 
Boucher 
No. 4 Aaron’s Run 
Firm Rock © 
No.5 Hartman 
Miller 
Winding Ridge 
No.6 Pine Swamp 
Bishoff 
Cherry Meadow 
Prettyman 
Hoy’s Run 
White Rock 
Deep Creek 
Seabold 
No. 7 South Point 
No.8 Abernathy 
Shook Ship 
Bear Range 
Bayard 
Sheld’s Run 
No.9 Canton 
No. 10 Armestead 
Yough Lake 
Highland 
No. 11 Inskeep 
Weir 
Gregg 
Warnick 
Piney Run 
Jacobs 
Crowe 
No. 12 Beachy 
Howser 
Backwoods 
Lageer 
No. 13 Short Run 
Three Forks Run 
Upper Potomac 
No. 14 Snaggy Mountain 
Round Glade 
New Election Districts 
No. 15 Walnut Hill 
No. 16 Kearney 





Licktys, Ridders, Lees, Martins, 


and Millers. 

The teachers always stayed 
with the Miller family. They 
had a lovely home and in that 
day were considered “well off.” 

If parents wanted to visit the 
school, they simply walked in 
and sat down. One day when the 
teacher was sick, my older 
brother from high school taught 
the lesson while my father 
walked up and down between 
the desks, armed with a ruler, 
keeping order. Sometimes if a 
sudden snow storm developed, 
our parents would appear with 
horses to take us home. 

The superintendent of chools 
visited Mason School on a regu- 
lar basis. Rules for the teachers 
were very strict. Women could 
not marry and continue teach- 
ing. We had a small library 
stocked by the Burris family. 
Some teachers were very good 
and others were not, but it all 
seemed to balance out in the end. 

My last teacher, from grades 
4 through 7 was not a very good 
teacher; I didn’t realize there 
were such things as fractions or 
verbs until I got to high school. 
That teacher frequently took 
naps after lunch, and this gave 
us time to roam the hillside in 
search of wild strawberries, tea 
berries, and hickory nuts, not to 
mention all kinds of rare flow- 
ers. 
Lucille Ridder Novak wrote this 
article in 1997 prior to her death in 
January 1998. 
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~ Certain Old Oakland 


Photographs Needed 


In the year 1999, Oakland 
will celebrate 150th Anniver- 
sary. As part of “Save the Sta- 
tion” and other items, the search 
is on for certain photographs. 
The committee needs a very old 
photograph of the Oakland sta- 
tion from the track side, which 
would show the cupolas on the 
roof, and one showing the inte- 
rior of the waiting room. Also, 
there are many pictures of the 
exterior of the old Oakland Ho- 
tel, but none of the interior. The 
committee is also looking for an 
interior photograph of the hotel. 

-Please contact Mayor Asa 
McCain if you know of the exist- 
ence of such photographs. 


(Continued from Page 399) 


Garrett County. Many of their 
names were familiar and a few 
of them were relatives of the 
Society members at the meet- 
ing. 

Lawrence Cosner turned over 
the conduct of the meeting to the 
new president, Matthew Stie- 
ringer, who called on Ronald 
Friend to offer the Benediction 
at the close of the annual ban- 
quet and business meeting of 
the Garrett County Historical 
Society. 
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1927 Indian Train 


A photograph of the end of the 
last car on the Iron Horse Fair 
Indian train formed the cover for 
the December 1994 issue of The 
Glades Star. The photograph was 


taken on Sunday afternoon, Oc-. 


tober 23, 1927, when the train 
made a brief stop in Oakland on 
its way back to Montana. 

A crowd of over 1,500 people 
were on hand to view the train 
and see the Indians. 

A big steam locomotive came 
under the Oak Street railroad 
bridge, blowing its whistle for 
the Second Street crossing. Ex- 
pecting to see the wide stack, 
wood-burning engine, a disap- 
pointed murmur went through 
the crowd: "It isn't the Indian 
train!" Then, as the complete 
train came into full view it was 
seen that the Indian train was 
being pulled by the steam "helper 


engine." When it stopped, vari- 
ous people were allowed to board 
the train to meet the famous 
Indian chief, Two Gun White 
Calf. Since Mr. Ben Sincell, edi- 
tor of The Republican, arranged 
with the railroad officials for the 
brief stop in Oakland, he was one 
of the persons invited to board 
the train; Mayor Lawrence 
Fraley was also invited. 

Jim Bell, local photographer, 
took a lot of photographs that 
afternoon, and the cover photo- 
graph for this December 1998 
issue shows the wide stack, wood- 
burning locomotive at the front 
of the train. A close inspection of 
this locomotive shows that no 
smoke is coming out of the stack. 
The whole train was pulled by a 
coal-burning locomotive, which 
Jim Bell skillfully excluded from 
the photograph. 
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Binding Of 


Volume 8 


The December 1998 issue of 
The Glades Star will mark the 
completion of Volume No. 8 of 
the magazine. Begun in March 
1996, Volume No. 8 will contain 
over 480 pages when the final 
issue 1s printed. 

Copies of Volume 8 set aside 
for the purpose of binding will be 
offered for sale sometime next 
spring. As yet, a final price for 
the bound volume has not been 
determined. 

As in the past, members of 
the Historical Society may have 
their individual copies of The 
Glades Star bound at the same 


time. Final price for this binding » 


will be around $20.00. 

Members who want their per- 
sonal copies bound are asked to 
tie the copies in a bundle and 
bring them to the Oakland 
branch of the Ruth Enlow Li- 
brary sometime during the last 
week in January 1999. 


Tornado 
Post-Script 


In the September 1998 issue 
of The Glades Star, there was an 
article about the tornados which 
hit the Maryland-Pennsylvania 
area on May 31st and June 2nd 
of this year. Part of the informa- 
tion about the June 2nd storm 
was: “Storms such as these fol- 
low capricious patters ... in this 
one tornado, winds themselves 
stayed near the Mason-Dixon 

Now that the leaves of the 
trees are off, it is easy to see 
places where the winds touched 


down briefly. Truly, they did fol- 
low a course parallel to the Ma- 
son-Dixon line in Maryland. 

On Interstate 68, just east of 
the Maryland- West Virginia line 
there are trees which have been 
blown down by the tornado. This 
is the first place it touched down 
in Maryland. 

About one mile east of Eckart 
in Allegany County, the broken 
trees along Interstate 68 show 
that the tornado touched down 
briefly in that area, confirming 
the fact that the storm which 
produced the tornado winds did 
in fact parallel the Mason-Dixon 
Line. 
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September Fund 


Raising Dinner 

On September 17th, 123 
people attended the New Mu- 
seum Fund Raising Dinner at 
the Pleasant Valley Community 
Building. It was a beautiful 
evening for such a gathering and 
a delicious meal. Unlike other 
dinners where extra seating had 
to be set up at the last minute, 
people attending the September 
dinner made reservations ahead 
of time and seating of the dinner 
guests proceeded smoothly. 

The new president, Robert 
Boal, opened the meeting and 
asked the Rev. John Grant to do 
the Invocation. Following the 
dinner, President Boal outlined 
some of the things which he hoped 
the Historical Society would 
achieve during the coming year. 
One of the things which he em- 
phasized was that Board of Di- 
rectors meetings would once 
more meet at different places 
around Garrett County. (Due to 
many urgent decisions which 
have had to be made concerning 
the New Museum, meetings dur- 
ing the past year and a half have 
been in Oakland.) 

President Boal then called 
upon Mrs. Martha Kahl, who re- 
ported the success of the letters 
and telephone calls by the Fund 
Raising Committee; it brought 
in almost $10,000. At the time of 
the dinner the outstanding in- 
debtedness on the New Museum 
building had been reduced to 
$34,000. 

Two other people spoke 
briefly. Rev. Bishop expressed 
his thanks for the help which he 
had received while doing some 
genealogical work on the Custer 
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Guest speaker Al Feldstein at Fund Dinner 


family. Mr. Matthew Novak 
spoke briefly on planned collec- 
tion of World War II stories. 
Guest speaker for the evening 
was the award winning amateur 
historian, Al Fieldstone. His pro- 
gram consisted of a brief talk 
and a slide show of old views of 
Garrett and Allegany counties. 
It was a program which involved 
audience participation by din- 
ner guests who tried to name the 
“what and where’ of the views. 
The dinner was brought to a 
close with the Rev. John Grant 
delivering the Benediction. 





Keeping In Touch 
With The Dranes 


One of the historical efforts 
by the people of Accident was the 
preservation of the Drane log 
cabin. They formed the Accident 
Cultural and Historical Society, 


obtained title to the building, 
and began a six-year project to 
restore it. The work was com- 
pleted in 1994, and on Septem- 
ber 24th of that year a dedication 
ceremony took place. 

Sept. 24th also marked the 
end of a weekend reunion of the 
Drane family with relatives com- 
ing to Accident from all parts of 
the United States. 

This past summer, Mrs. 
Martha Kahl, corresponding sec- 
retary, received the following 
note from one of the Drane 
descedents living in Littleton, 
Colorado. 

ERAS, My son and daughter 
and I attended the Drane 
descedents reunion at Spearfish, 
S.D. the 18th of July. Had a nice 
turn out. Saw some new faces. It 
was very warm and humid in 
SiDw 

Genevieve Parks 
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New Society President, Robert E. Boal 


When President Matthew 
Stieringer resigned at the end of 
August, Ist Vice President Boal 
moved up to become president of 
the Garrett County Historical 
Society. Thus, he joins a long 
line of dedicated members who 
have taken over the “helm” of the 
Society. 

Robert E. Boal, 59, brings two 
important talents to his new po- 
sition in the Historical Society: a 
former teacher of history and an 
expert appraiser of antiques. He 
graduated from West Virginia 
University in 1961, and began 
teaching American History at 
Southern High School. During 
the 32 years he taught there, he 
also enriched his knowledge and 
perfected his skill as an antique 
appraiser. In this latter capac- 


ity, he has become an expert and 
is often consulted about antiques. 

Although his formative years 
were spent in Westernport, he 
spent most of his summers at 
Green Glade of Deep Creek Lake 
where his family had a cottage. 
Since becoming an adult he has 
lived in Garrett County. The 


- father of two grown sons, he and 


his wife Leanna live in Oakland. 
President Boal outlined some 
of the things he hoped the His- 
torical Society would accomplish 
during the coming year. A few of 
these items have already been 
put into action, such as having 
the regular meetings ofthe Board 
of Directors at different locations 
throughout the County. 
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Custer Data 
Needed 


In a letter from one of the 
Society members, Marilyn 
Posten, we have the following 
request for information on the 
Custer family. 

“A national Custer Conference 
will be held at the Wisp Hotel in 
June of 2000, and we need to 
collect some data. 

“Information is needed on 
Custer family history: photo cop- 
ies of deeds, wills, surveys, pat- 
ents, road agreements, accounts, 
letters, military records and any 
other relevant documents of the 
Custers of Garrett and Allegany 
counties, 

“Contact Marilyn Posten, 106 
South 5th Street, Oakland, MD 


21550. Telephone 301-334- - 


2397.” 


Bit Of History 
With Memorial 


Donation 


There is a bit of history at- 
tached to one of the memorial 
donations which were recorded 
in this issue of The Glades Star. 
It concerns the donation by 
Forrest Wellingin memory of his 
father, Wiley Wm. Welling. 

A lover of the outdoors, Wiley 
Welling knew where the best fish- 
ing spots in the County were 
located and when to catch fish 
there. President Grover Cleve- 
land was a fisherman, and when 
he visited Garrett County on his 
honeymoon, Wiley Welling be- 
came his fishing guide, taking 
him to the best spots for a day of 
fishing. 


Monster? 


In September, The Glades 
Star received a letter from Dor- 
othy Burchfield, who is a mem- 
ber of the greater Browning fam- 
ily, and a direct descendent of 
Meshach Browning. She sent a 
Xerox copy of a letter written by 
Mr. Getty Browning backin 1965. 

Dorothy Burchfield’s letter 
was seeking any information on 
the “monster” which Getty 
Browning wrote about in 1965. 
Mr. Browning speaks of Meshach 
and Mary’s house in Bear Creek 
Glades. Then, thinking ofa some- 
what different matter, she asks 
the following question. 

“Did you ever hear of the mon- 
ster that Aunt Jane, John L., 
and my grandfather, William, 
saw in broad day light at ‘Spook 
Hollow’ near Sang Run? I[f not, I 
will tell you of it later.” 

Ms. Burchfield’s question is, 
"Can any of the members of the 
Society offer information about 
the monster? 

If you can be of any help in 
this matter, send a letter to The 
Glades Star, 115 N. Second 
Street, Oakland, MD 21550. 

Your editor has some faint 
recollection of hearing about the 
"monster." Although it would 
seem to fall in the realm of a 
"bigfoot" story, it might have been 
a large animal entrapped in 
branches of trees in the woods. 
The sequence was that a large 
animal such as a bull or a large 
buck deer, enraged by the en- 
tanglement, went berserk, 
dashed through the hollow and 
back into the woods again, carry- 
ing the tree branches inits horns. 

The unexpected appearance of 
such a crazed animal in broad day- 
light could make a person think 
that he had seen a "monster." 
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Donations For 
The New Museum Fund 


Latest donations to the new museum fund which have 
been made by the following persons or organizations up to 
October 20, 1998. 

James H. Davis: 
Richard L. & Eva M. Davis 
Tim Dugan 
Pauline M. Faucett 
Robert L. Feller 
James A. Friend 
Doris Goldsborough 
Ernest J. Gregg 
Polly J. Hanst 
Jeanette Kennedy 
Carl M. Margroff 
Harold L. Moors 
Joan Enlow Ray 
Carolyn & Albert Receveur 
Martha Rinehart 
Dale & Wilma Rodeheaver 
Harold P. Roth 
Marilyn A. Schafer 
Paul Shogren 
Alice E. Smith 
Richard Stimpson 
John & Luanna Toston 
Wilham & Arlene Wilson 
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Memorial Donations List 


Latest memorial donations to the New Museum Fund 
by individuals and organizations through October 10, 
1998. 


Maurice Brookhart by Gonder Insurance Agency, Inc. 


Mr. & Mrs. Maurice Brookhart by Mildred B. Hoffman, 
R. Thomas Hoffman, Bob & Sally Durrant 


Infant daughter Lavonne Sharlene, 
by Mr. & Mrs. Darius Fike 


Mr. & Mrs. J.B. Friend and Mr. & Mrs. S.K.Welch 
by Wellington Welch 


Mr. & Mrs. George Hanft and Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd Friend 
by Mr. & Mrs. Walter Hanft 


Henry & Verna Schrock Harvey by Janice Devan 


John F. Mellinger, Sr., & John R. Williams 
by Lois M. Williams 


Beulah Crow Michael (1910-1998) by Ruth Miller 


W. Albert & Josephine Reichert and son Philip 
by Laurence A. Reichert 


Tom & Arlene Sterbinz by Susan Webster 


Edna Beckman Stover and Clara Rolls Stine 
by Mr. & Mrs. W. Dwight Stover 


Mr. & Mrs. M.N. Taylor and Mr. & Mrs. Calvin DeBerry 
by Lilian Welch 


Wiley Wm. Welling by Forrest Welling 


David & Catherine Harding VanSickle 
by Harry D. & Suzanne Collins 
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Christmas Gifts 


The Historical Society has the following publications for 
sale. 

The Glades Star, Civil War Issue, $3.50 plus $1.00 mailing 
costs. 

Marriage Record No. 1, $3.50; Marriage Record No. 2, 
$3.50. 

Bound Volumes of The Glades Star 
Vol. 1, 1941 thru 1949, $42.00 plus $2.50 mailing costs. 
Vol. 2, 1950 thru 1960, $42.00 plus $2.50 mailing costs. 
Vol. 3, 1960 thru 1969, $42.00 plus $2.50 mailing costs. 
Vol. 4, 1969 thru 1977, $42.00 plus $2.50 mailing costs. 
Vol. 5, 1977 thru 1985, $42.00 plus $2.50 mailing costs. 
Vol. 6, 1986 thru 1991, $42.00 plus $2.50 mailing costs. 
*Vol. 7, 1992 thru 1995, $42.00 plus $2.50 mailing costs. 

Oakland Centennial History, $10.00 plus $1.50 mailing 
costs. 

1949 Edition of History of Oakland by Teckla Fundenburg 
Weeks. 

History of Garrett County, $25.00 plus $2.50 mailing costs. 
Reprint of 1972 book by Stephen Schlosnagle. 

Garrett County Graves, $27.50 plus $2.50 mailing costs. 
Recording of all known tombstones in Garrett County. 

Addition to Garrett County Graves, $3.50 plus $1.00 mail- 
ing costs. Recording of graves located after original publica- 
tion. 

Pioneer Families of Garrett County, $30.00 plus $2.50 
mailing fee. This book by Capt. Charles Hoye is a collection of 
family genealogies written for newspapers during the 1930s. 
It contains information on 139 of the early Garrett County 
families. 

Deer Park, MD, Then And Now, $10.00 plus $1.00 mailing 
cost. A pictorial and written history of Deer Park, MD. 

Glimpse Of The Past, $10.00 plus $1.00 mailing cost. A 
pictorial history of Garrett County places and events. 

Indian Trails and Historical Map, $5.00 plus $1.00 mail- 
ing cost. A map of Garrett County showing Indian trails with 
bits of historical information about places and events in the 
County. 

Lutherans On The Mountain Top, $10.00 plus $1.00 mail- 
ing cost. A pictorial and written history of some Lutheran 
Churches in West Virginia and Western Maryland. 


Please mail book orders to: Mrs. Randall R. Kahl, 
877 Fricks Crossing Road, Deer Park, MD 21550 
Make checks payable to Garrett County Historical Society 
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Brandonville Quaker Community 
by Clyde Cale 


Brandonville was once the 
home of a large Quaker commu- 
nity which was located about a 
mile anda halfeast oftown along 
present WV Rt. #26. Originally 
from southeastern Pennsylvania, 
this group owned large tracts of 
land in Grant District of Preston 
County. Included in the commu- 
nity were Willets and Formans 
who came to America with Will- 
iam Penn in 1682. William For- 
man, the progenitor ofthe Amer1- 
can family, settled in or near 
Philadelphia. 

Samuel Forman was in the 
group which migrated westward 
and settled in the woods at 
Brandonville, where he trans- 
formed an unproductive tract of 


land into a fruitful farm. He and — 


his wife, Rachel Jeffers Forman, 
had eight children: four boys and 
four girls. Due to the Quaker 
doctrine, the boys did not enlist 
for service at the beginning of 
the Civil War; later, young John 
Forman did sign up for service. 

Isaac Forman, a brother to 
Samuel, was an exception to fol- 
lowing the doctrine; he was a 
soldier in the War of 1812 and 
died at Fort Meigs. 

Itis related that Samuel once 
had a horse of his sold to pay the 
fines for not attending a muster. 
One of his brothers bought the 
animal and turned it into the 
lane leading to Samuel’s house. 
However, Samuel, obeying his 
Quaker convictions, drove the 
horse away, refusing to take it 
back. 

Background Of Quaker 

Doctrine 

The Quakers were founded in 
England by George Fox in 1652. 
The name “Quaker” was applied 
because of Fox’s exhortation to 


“quake or tremble at the word of 
the Lord.” They were looked upon 
by their fellowmen as “Friends” 
because they believed all men 
were equal in the sight of God. 
Other names applied to them 
were "Children of Light," “Pub- 
lishers of Truth,” and “Friends of 
Truth.” 

They questioned the need for 
stated ministers or ordained 
preachers. They did have minis- 
ters and elders as leaders, but 
these persons were not ordained 
or stated. The Quakers felt that 
a man’s conscience could be de- 
pended on for direction in man- 
ners and morals and that preach- 
ers were not needed. At meet- 
ings (worship services), each in- 
dividual spoke “as moved by the 
spirit”: they did not believe in 
baptism or the Lord’s Supper 

They believed in the funda- 
mental principles of life, hard 
work and thrift. Using simplic- 
ity in their dress, at home and at 
worship services, they were op- 
posed to war, paying of taxes for 
war, or any kind of violence; they 
would not take or administer 
oaths or bear arms. 

Brandonville Quaker 
Meetings 

Quakers of the Brandonville 
community held their first meet- 
ings in an old log house in 1796. 
In 1810 this house was replaced 
by a log church. It stood on land 
that was once owned by William 
Willets and is now the L.H. 
Frank-houser farm. 

The church is said to have 
measured 18 feet by 28 feet and 
had two entrances: one for men 
and another one for women. It 
was perfectly plain, without or- 
namentation, stained glass win- 
dows or organ music. Silence was 
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Shady Grove Cemetery near Brandonville, W.Va. Foreman family 
graves are along right edge of photograph; Willets family graves 
to left of center. 





Former location of Quaker church (meeting house) at Shady Grove 
shown in center of photograph. 
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needed while awaiting upon God; 
everyone wouldenter quietly and 
sit down, filling the front seats 
first. Some ofthe benches or seats 
had backs, others did not. 

Inside were two desks, a fold- 
ing partition that was used to 
separate the men from the 
women at preparatory meetings. 
On other occasions the partition 
remained folded. A raised gal- 
lery or platform stood in the front 
of this meeting house where the 
elders and ministers would sit 
and face the congregation. 

The congregation would sit 
for a while in absolute silence, 
and then without the offering of 
a prayer or a reading of scrip- 
ture, one of the members would 
suddenly arise and deliver a short 
discourse, couched in very Bibli- 
cal language. 

An account of the Bran- 
donville Friends Quaker Church 
is given in Oren F. Morton’s book, 
Land of the Laurel. In his book, 
Morton wrote, “The close of this 
simple mode of worship was as 
abrupt as the beginning.” 

Many Local Families Were 
First Members 

The first members of the 
Quaker church were the families 
of Robert Forman, John Willets, 
John Smith and Richard Nich- 
olson. Other families belong to 
the Quaker sect who joined them 
were the Mortons, Connors, 
Bran-dons and McCulloms. 
Among the ministers who 
preached at the church were 
Lindly Hoag, Mrs. Mildred 
Ratcliff, a man named Hayes, 
Benjamin Seabohm, David 
Graves, Edith Griffith, William 
Evans and Robert Lindsay. 

In the written betrothal of 
John Forman and Sarah Morton, 
a list of 49 names of witnesses 
were found. The marriage cer- 
emony followed the ritual of the 


Quaker sect, and it was different 
from that of other churches. 

When a couple wished to 
marry, the leaders of the church 
were notified, then an inquiry 
followed regarding any possible 
previous engagements of the two. 
If nothing was found against e1- 
ther of them, they were approved 
and “passed for marriage.” This 
ceremony was repeated three 
times and a day set aside for the 
wedding. The marriage was per- 
formed inside the church with 
the congregation conducting it. 

John Willets, one of the mem- 
bers of the Brandonville congre- 
gation, came to the area in 1786 
from Bucks County, Pa., and 
settled on Mud Pike, one and a 
half miles east of Brandonville. 
Their home was within sight of 
the Quaker Church. Later, 
around 1810-12, the family built 
the first stone house in Preston 
County. (The gable of this old 
house wasstill standing 80 years 
ago.) 

Quakers In Kingwood 

At the time the congregation 
was flourishing at Brandonville, 
a second group of Quakers was 
worshiping in Kingwood, but it 
is not known what contact the 
two congregations had with each 
other. The Kingwood group later 
affiliated itself with the Method- 
ist church after) attending the 
Union Church inthe eastern part 
of town. | 

End Of The Brandonvilie 
Quakers 

Due to decreased member- 
ship, the last |service in the 
Brandonville Quaker Church 
was held in 1847 by Lindsay and 
Evans. About 1868 the church 
was torn down, and a few years 
later the logs from the building 
were used to construct a resi- 
dence in the vicinity. 


Two Friends,Jonathan Binns 
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George Fox, 1624-1690. 


and Ashel H. Hussey, visited 
Grant District of Preston County 
in 1876, and held meetings at 
Brandonville, John T. Smith’s 
house, Locust Grove and the 
Boyer schoolhouse. 

Older Quakers of the Bran- 
donville congregation hoped the 
work they had begun would be 
carried on by their children and 
grandchildren. Sadly, there was 
backsliding even among the 
faithful and the congregation 
steadily declined as more and 
more members left for member- 
ship in other churches. 

Epilogue 

The old Brandonville church 
disappeared long ago and al- 
though many descendants of the 
original Quaker settlers remain 
in the vicinity, time has erased 
any formal building from the land- 
scape. All that remains today to 
mark the presence of the reli- 
gious group from Pennsylvania 
are the graves aad tombstones in 
the old Quaker Cemetery about a 
mile or two east of Brandonville. 


“West End” 


by John Grant 

Once in a while a person “dis- 
covers” something which other 
people have been talking about 
for several years. This discovery 
was a book called “West End.” It 
is a history of the West End of 
the Cumberland Division of the 
B&O Railroad, written by 
Charles S. Roberts. I found it in 
the Ruth Enlow Library here in 
Oakland. 

For me, it brought back won- 
derful memories of the eight 
years that I worked for the B&O, 
beginning at a time when there 
were still steam locomotives on 
the railroad. 

Two quotes in the front of the 
book give aclue as towhy Charles 
Roberts spent so much time and 
effort to collect the information 
for the text of “West End.” One 
quote is, “The Baltimore and Ohio 
is not a railroad .. ... it's a reli- 
gion.” Another one is, “The true 
rail fan has two favorite rail- 
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VOadSs. ai. the Baltimore and 
Ohio, and another one.” 

Your editor found that leafing 
through the pages of “West End” 
brought to mind the days of his 
own railroad experiences. Know- 
ing that some members of the 
Historical Society have a similar 
fondness for history and rail- 
roads, here are a couple of sto- 
ries to share. 

‘“We’re On The Ground” 

Winter in New York state is 
like winter in Garrett County 
and parts of West Virginia: lots 
of snow and ice. The Buffalo Di- 
vision of the railroad was in the 
“snow belt” that was affected by 
Lake Erie. There would be sev- 
eral feet of snow in Salamanca, 
but the ground would be bare in 
Buffalo; this was the inconsis- 
tency of the snow belt. 

Bill Luzier, originally from 


Parsons, W.Va., was road for- - 


man of engines for the Buffalo 
Division. One evening we stopped 
in the small town of Plea- 
santville. Bill stood beside a big 
pile of snow on the sidewalk and 
commented, “Looks like home.” 
And, indeed it resembled what a 
person might see during the win- 
ter anywhere in Garrett or Tuc- 
ker counties. 

This was the same town where 
the snow plow for the division 
got derailed ona long street cross- 
ing. 

“We’re on the ground,” said 
the head end brakeman as he 
threw on the air. 

It was during the winter of 
1956, and I was assigned to ride 
the snow plow from Salamanca 
to Buffalo. The “plow train" con- 
sisted of the plow, a diesel loco- 
motive, and a caboose. The plow 
itself looked like a wooden ca- 
boose with huge metal blade on 
the front and a cab built right 
behind it, high enough to allow 


the crew to see over top of the 


blade. “West End” of the Cum- 
berland Division had one lke 
this sitting in the Keyser Yard 
for years; it was seldom used. 

The long rail crossing in 
Pleasantville crossed the street 
at an angle, and it got covered 
with ice and snow. When the 
plow derailed I realized that for 
all of its size it was not very 
heavy. Fortunately, the train was 
moving very slowly and the plow 
was off the rails and onto the 
street for only ten feet. Very 
slowly, the engineer backed the 
train off the crossing; the ice and 
snow, which had put it on the 
groundin the first place, acted as 
are-railer and put the plow back 
on the rails again. 

Then, a Maintenance of Way 
track gang riding in the caboose 
got out with picks and dug out 
the ice from the street crossing. 
Ten minutes later, we moved over 
the crossing without any diffi- 
cult and headed up the line to- 
ward Buffalo. 

“It’s lucky we were going slow,” 
Iremarked to the head end brake- 
man. “Aw,” he replied, “this old 
plow is so light that we always 
have trouble with that particu- 
lar crossing, and end up with the 
front trucks on the ground.” 

“Good Food - Comfortable 
Beds” 

One of the most comfortable 
places to stop for the night was 
Mrs. Howard’s “New Howard 
Hotel” in Rowlesburg. 

It seemed to me that the rail- 
road could be one of the coldest 
places to be out-of-doors in the 
winter time. Whenever there was 
some kind ofengineering or track 
work to be done around M & K 
Junction, it was cold weather. 
What made'it bearable was the 
thought that at the end of the 
day, there was a good mealanda 
friendly, warm reception at Mrs. 
Howard's hotel. 
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Mrs. Howard had a good cook 
in the kitchen and a menu that 
made every bite of food some- 
thing toremember. In really cold 
weather there were always buck- 
wheat cakes and sausage to send 
a person off in the morning. 

“Light Engines and 
Hurricane Hazel” 

Track supervisors are prob- 
ably the people who know their 
subdivision better than anyone 
else. “Mike” Laffey of Piedmont 
_ was one of those who knew his 
track and could get back and 
forth over his subdivision as well 
as anyone I ever knew. He trav- 
eled by rail everywhere, using 
the “light engines” transferred 
back and forth for helper service 
on the Cumberland Division. 

One time that really stands 
out in my mind was in 1954 dur- 
ing the rain and resulting flood- 
ing of Hurricane Hazel. 

Mike and I had ridden from 
Piedmont to Terra Alta in a loco- 
motive that was headed for M & 
K Junction. I noticed that it was 
raining hard all the way out, and 
the rain did not let up all the 
time we were in Terra Alta. Rail 
traffic that day was mixed, and 
we did not get a “light engine” 
back to Piedmont until after 
dark. It was on the way back that 
Mike told me that the east end of 
Pittsburgh Division was out of 
service due to the tracks being 
washed out near Connellsville. 

All the way down the 17 Mile 
Grade, Mike kept watching the 
ditches beside the tracks; they 
were full of rain water. 

“Ym worried about a culvert 
about a mile above Bond tower,” 
said Mike. “Ifit gets stopped up, 
the tracks could get washed out. 
The track gang won't get up here 
for another hour to check it.” 

“Would you like me to stand 
and watchit, Mike? Shouldn’t be 


too much of a job to keep it from 
stopping up,” I said also looking 
out into the night. 

“No,” came his reply. “That’s 
not you job or responsibility. I 
can get off and watch 1t.” 

This led to a discussion about 
the emergency situation on the 
Cumberland Division and that 
Mike really should be at his of- 
fice in Piedmont; he had years 
and years of experience with the 
railroad. Finally, Mike let me 
get off the “light engine” and 
watch the culvert. It didn’t get 
stopped up, and the track gang 
arrived in about an hour. By that 
time it had stopped raining; the 
hurricane-induced storm had 
gone past that part of Maryland. 

I walked down to Bond tower 
to get dry, and really began to 
understand the fullimport ofthe 
railroad being a “family” in those 
days. The tower operator had the 
telephone lines patched into a 
speaker, and I could hear every- 
thing that was going on with the 
Cumberland Division. 

Men who had known each 
other for years were using first 
names. Thencameacallto Mike 
in Piedmont from Vice President 
Baker in Baltimore. 

“Mike,” he said. “We’ve got 
the Pittsburgh Division passen- 
ger trains bound for Chicago sit- 
ting in Cumberland. Can they 
come out over your territory with- 
out getting hung up? “ 

“Let them come, Mr. Baker,” 
replied Mike. “West end of the 
Cumberland Division is still in 
business and everything is O.K.” 

Two hours later, a light en- 
gine picked me up at Bond and 
took me back to Piedmont where 
my car was parked. Mike, by this 
time, was off to Keyser Yard to 
see about a work train for the 
next day. Me, I drove back to 
Cumberland and went to bed. 
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John Grant pasting a name on the one room school map. 


A One Room School Map 


The Glades Star has received 
a lot of information during the 
past year on one room schools. 
The question arises about the 
best way to preserve the infor- 
mation. Two members of the His- 
torical Society, Alice Ann Leary 
and Jean Grose, are accumulat- 
ing information on one-room 
schools with the idea of making 
it a publication one day. Mean- 
while, there is another way to 
present the material visually, 
and that is with a map. 

Miss Claire A. Richardson, a 
member whoworks for the Mary- 
land Geological Survey, set to 
work with old maps and mate- 
rial accumulated by the late Paul 
Calderwood. With this informa- 
tion she recorded a written loca- 
tion of many one- room schools, 
and also sent a recent Geological 
Survey map of Garrett County 
with locations marked on a map.. 


Plans are to paste a printed 
name at each location on the 
map, mount the map on a stiff 
backing, and circulate it as a 
display in the branches of the 
Ruth Enlow Library. This way, 
the society will be able to pick up 
missing information on one- room 
school locations. 

Some of the one-room school 
buildings are still standing: a 
few 1n their original form, others 
converted into homes. [fit is pos- 
sible to do so, the names of the 
ones which are still standing will 
be underlined. 

A few of the schools also had 
nicknames. For example, 
Blackhawk School students used 
to call their school "Blackhawk 
University." Society members 
who might remember some of 
these names are invited todropa 
line to the editor and tell what 
some of those nicknames were. 
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Shade Run School Recollections 


During the summer, Louise 
(Miller) Baker, a member from 
Ocala, Florida, sent a letter to 
The Glades Star with some infor- 
mation about the Shade Run one- 
room school at Grantsville. Her 
grandfather, John P. Miller, was 
listed as one of the trustees in 
the material which was pub- 
lished in the June 1998 issue of 
The Glades Star. She also sent a 
reprint of some material from 
the Casselman Chronicle of 1972, 
which included a photograph of 
students in Shade Run School 
No.2; her father, Peter Miller, 
was one of the children shown in 
the photograph. 

The following article, by 
Claude H. Yoder, is reprinted by 
permission of the Casselman 
Chronicle. 

Boyhood Impressions of 

Shade Run No. 2 

Sixty-two years have now 
passed since I attended “Shade 
Run School No. 2.” Its memory, 
however, remains etched indel- 
ibly on my memory by the sharp 
chisel of boyhood impressions. 
To give authentic dates I find 
impossible — even upon talking 
with others older than myself. 
So, what I am recalling here are 
a few of the “happenings,” ac- 
cording to what information I 
was able to glean. 

The split-rail fence that en- 
closed the school yard 1s no doubt 
gone. But the memory of chasing 
chipmunks up and downits rails, 
catching them in an old chalk 
box, only to turn them loose to 
catch again, remains laced with 
warm nostalgia, but asclearasif 
it had been yesterday. 

The pot-bellied stove, glow- 
ing red and crackling, warming 
hands against a zero morning — 


the dance of a drop of melting 
snow across the lid, as it turns to 
steam — these are all a part of 
Shade Run. 

If you saw it once it is impos- 
sible to forget the sight of Cora 
Bender, “teacher,” on a pony 
named Beauty, plodding slowly 
up the snow drifted land on a 
Monday morning. Beauty was 
given shelter in Joe Beachy’s 
barn until Friday night. 

The original Shade Run 
School — which I did not attend 
— was made of logs, and sat by 
Route 40 between Shade Run 
and the Joe Beachy farm just 
west of Grantsville. In the late 
1800s the school moved to the 
Joe Beachy farm proper, and was 
known as “Shade Run” No. 2, or 
the Beachy School. But I am 
quite sure that the school board 
referred to it as “Shade Run” 
No.2. 

It was here that I began my 
education at age six. Contained 
in this one-room school were 
grades one through six, with Irvin 
Miller as teacher or schoolmas- 
ter. Other teachers were Cora 
Bender, Bessie Horchler, and 
Menno Miller, most of whom 
boarded at our place under the 
watchful eye of my father, Harvey 
S. Yoder, who had taught at the 
old Shade Run and was now a 
trustee at the new school. 

It was, to say the least, quite 
inhibiting to live with your 
teacher. As time passed the 
teachers learned to know measa 
quiet youth who never dealt in 
mischief. There were, however, 
several incidents for which I was 
blamed when actually I was try- 
ing to stop the nonsense, and 
was innocently drawn in. 

One day while on the play 
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ground I overheard one of the 
older boys using some very strong 
language. I kept repeating the 
words lest I should forget them, 
so that I might make good use of 
them whenever the occasion 
should arise. I had never heard 
such words before, but thought 
they sounded very virile and 
forceful. 

I “show off’ My Vocabulary 

The chance to “show off’ my 
vocabulary came when some 
baby chicks escaped from the 
coop, giving brother Alvin and 
me quite a chase. In an effort to 
slow them down and to impress 
Alvin, I decided to use as many of 
these words as I could remem- 
ber. I did so with a great deal of 
pride and gusto. It took Alvin 
about ten seconds to reach the 
house and tell Mother ( an inc1- 
dent for which I have long since 
forgiven him). Needless to say, 
Mother quietly took me into the 
inner chambers, very concerned 
as to where I had heard such 
language, and explained quite 
clearly that I would be much 
better offifI dropped such words 
from my developing vocabulary. 
She also explained to me that if 
Dad heard me using them his 
method of correction would be 
quite different. 

The children who attended 
Shade Run school came from typi- 
cal Garrett County stock — 
Beachy, Krause, Durst, Hoch- 
man, Miller, Butler, Hanft, and 
Yoder. Iam sure that there were 
others who escape my memory. 
With this varied background it 
was only natural that disciplin- 
ary problems should arise. 

For example, several young 
boys would make a special trip to 
the front of the room to ask the 
teacher a question. Before leav- 
ing their seats, however, they 


would reach into the coal bucket 
for a handful of coal, and dribble 
coal the length of the aisle. To 
end the coal dribbling, the 
teacher checked hands — boys 
with one dirty hand were givena 
“whack” with the ruler; those 
with two dirty coal hands, two 
cracks. Once in a routine check 
my brother, Floyd, was ques- 
tioned, but he managed to con- 
vince the teacher that his was 
not coal dirt, but an accumula- 
tion of farm dirt. 

There were also incidents of 
apple cores thrown at the teacher, 
baseball games during class 
hours, and other typical grade- 
school pranks. Again, it should 
be made clear that I remember 
these incidents as an observer, 
not as a participant. Once when 
several boys were playing base- 
ballin the school-yard when they 
should have been in class, John 
Miller and Joe Beachy, who were 
trustees, were apprised of this 
by someone who happened to 
pass by in a buggy. Realizing 
that discipline was somewhat 
lax, they decided to call in my 
dad (Harvey S. Yoder) to teach 
for half a day, and that was all it 
took. 

Father To The Rescue 

Upon his arrival in the morn- 
ing I am quite sure he found a 
wide-eyed and apprehensive 
class, wondering what it 1s all 
about. His first order of the day 
was for them to write a composi- 
tion. One young man, a large 
brawny fellow, decided he’d 
rather not. After telling him three 
times and getting no response, 
Dad removed him bodily from 
his seat, shook him briskly and 
jerked him toward the front of 
the room. The young man’s little 
brother, about six years of age, 
was heard to sob, “Don’t kill him 
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teacher, ‘cause I'll have to do all the 
chores!” Needless to say, discipline 
was reinstated at Shade Run No. 2. 
Not only did the students learn a 
lesson, but the regular teacher had 
gained something from the inci- 
dent. The next day he arrived carry- 
ing a rawhide whip, which was 
placed ominously above the black- 
board for all to see. 

All of this, and much more, 
occurred at Shade Run No. 2, 


and what is a bit frightening is 
that I was there only a year. 
Years have not wiped out what 
was taught at Shade Run No. 2 
though the school is no more. 
Anyone who had been there car- 
ries a host of memories (as I 
discovered on doing a bit of re- 
search before doing this article) 
that have served him well in the 
past, add to the present, and will 
sweeten the future. 


Sharpless And Mt. Zion 
Schools Information 


In the search for information 
about one room schoolsin Garrett 
County, The Glades Starreceived 
a map and the following letter 
from Mr. Harrison G. Harvey, 
now living in Great Cacapon, 
West Virginia. Mr. Harvey gives 
the follow information 1n his let- 
ter. 

“T was born on the old Manor 
farm, Oct. 7, 1912. 

"I started to school at Mt. Zion 
one room school sometime 
around 1920. I also attended 
Walnut Bottom school one year; 
I remember Mr. Paul Ewing was 
the teacher. Some years later I 
attended the 6th grade at 
Sharpless School. I found some 
old papers from the 6th grade 
dated Oct. 20, 1926. Gladys 
Sharpless was the teacher when 
I was in the 6th grade. 

"The Mt. Zion one room school 
had Shaw Road in front and 
Chaffee Road running by one 
side. The new cemetery beside 
Chaffee Road wasn’t there at 
time I attended Mt. Zion school. 
This school was also located near 
Mt. Zion Church. The school Su- 
perintendent was Mr. Rathburn. 


Trustees at the time were R.E. 
Harvey, S.R. Harvey and R.S. 
Duckworth. The first teacher I 
had there was Mrs. Mable Bar- 
nard. 

"Due to strip mining, the 
Chaffee Road has been changed 
a little since the school was there 
in the 1920s. 

"A second Mt. Zion school was 
built between Mt. Zion church 
and the Sharpless school. The 
County took down the one room 
Mt. Zion school and used the 
lumber to build a second room on 
the new Mt. Zion school, making 
it a two room school building. 

“Years later, two room Mt. 
Zion school was closed. It was 
sold to my brother. He never lived 
in 1t, but rented it out. It burned 
down, but I don’t know if any one 
was living in it when it burned. 


Short Notes On 
One Room 
Schools 


Several short notes have been 
sent to Mrs. Martha Kahl, the 


(Continued on Page 462) 
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One Room Schools In Northern 
Garrett County 


Seeking the location ofold one 
room schools in Garrett County 
has prompted a lot of response 
from members of the Historical 
Society. Mrs. Bettie Louise 
Speicher Weyler writes the fol- 
lowing letter with a question, 
some locations, and some news 
about teachers. 

“Your request for information 
prompts a question. What was 
the name of the school on Bumble 
Bee Ridge in the 1920s? My fa- 
ther, Foster Owen Speicher of 
Accident, was set to attend West- 
ern Maryland College when Su- 
perintendent Frank Rathbun 
persuaded him to accept an as- 
signment to a one-room school 
on Bumble Bee Ridge. I do not 
know its name. 

“The following year he was 
sent to the two-room school at 
Jennings. He may have served 
as principal. Then he went off to 
college and, after graduating, 
taught at Oakland and Friends- 
ville High Schools for the next 
fifteen years. He left for a career 
in the U.S: Army and retired in 
Louisville, Kentucky. 

“Lageer School, where my 
mother, Cleda Louise Wisseman, 
taught until she married, stood 
at the junction of Lageer and 
Dung Hill Roads. In 1995, when 
I went sightseeing with a small 
group led by Alta Schrock, Tom 
Bowman’s trailer stood on the 
property. 

“The tour group was composed 
of volunteers serving at Penn 
Alps. During the two weeks I 
spent there with my mother’s 
80-year-old sister, Marion 
Wisseman Gerber, a very senior 


local resident told us he remem- 
bered when another sister, Edna 
Wisseman Miller, taught at 
Boucher (Bouchar?) School. He 
waved a hand at ‘over there' 
across [I-68 toward New Ger- 
many. That may have been a 
student-teaching experience be- 
cause Edna taught at Keyser 
Ridge School until she married 
Nevin Miller. That location is 
unknown to me. 

“Negro Mountain School was 
featured in The Casselman 
Chronicle, Spring and Summer, 
1975. The first building, named 
Werner School, stood “about 300 
feet north from where the Oak 
Grove Church now stands.” It 
may have been founded before 
1875. My grandfather, Conrad 
C. Wisseman, served asa trustee 
in 1890-91. The Board of School 
Commissioners was lobbied 
heavily for a new building in 
1892 but it was an election year. 
They agreed to accept the offer of 
alot, which was deeded by Chris- 
tian and Mary Gingerich for 
$1.00. The trustees agreed to pay 
for all hauling, put up the build- 
ing for $250, and wait for one 
year for reimbursement. 

“Standing on a ‘half-acre of 
land opposite the SW corner of 
the old log house,’ it was named 
Negro Mountain School. The 
same issue of the Chronicle con- 
tains, in an 1896 list of students, 
the names of three of my grand- 
father’s 12 younger siblings: 
Louisa, Lydia, and Amanda 
Wisseman. | have a later picture 
of all 21 students andthe teacher, 
Cora Bender, in which appear 
four little Wissemans who were 
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Conrad’s children: Walter, Bar- 
bara, Cleda, and Edna. Barbara 
taught at Loch Lynn until she 
married Waiter Otto. 

“Another picture on my ‘fam- 
ily wall,’ taken several years 
later, shows two tall Wisseman 
daughters, Cleda and Barbara, 
in the back row and, in the first 
row, two little boys who were 
great buddies, Paul Wisseman, 
Conrad’s younger son, and Floyd 
Zehner, son of Charles and Pearl 
Zehner, who married my father’s 
youngest sister, Bernice Spel- 
cher. 

“The old log Werner building 
was used, about 1874 to 1885 by 
the congregation which built Oak 
Grove Mennonite Church, where 
services are still being held. It 
was dedicated in 1900. The first 
wedding took place in the church 
during dedication week. Conrad 
C. Wisseman (former Werner 
School trustee) and Mary Gin- 
gerich (daughter of Christian and 
Mary Gingerich (who were paid 
$1 for the Negro Mountain School 
property) were married by Menno 
Steiner on August 8, 1900. Mary 
was 24 and Conrad was 31.” 

Mrs. Weyler has an additional 
question which is not related to 
one room schools. 

“Is there anyone I can contact 
about Asa Speicher, father of 
Emma, who was the mother of 
Eli McMillen, co-discoverer of 
plutonium about 1942? [havea 
faint memory of a tie with Will- 
iam Asa Speicher, my grandfa- 
ther. They were from Accident.” 

Ifyou can be of any assistance 
to Mrs. Weyler, please write a 
letter to The Glades Star, 107 S. 
Second Street, Oakland, MD 
21550, and it will be forwarded 
to her. 
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corresponding secretary about 
one room school locations. 

The following was received 
from Helen Keller. 

“It was asked in The Glades 
Star if any of the one room school 
houses are standing any more. 

"Yes! The one I started to 
school in 70 years ago is still in 
good condition. 

"Itis on Rt. 42 between Hoyes 
and Friendsville and was called 
the Elder Hill school. 

"My grandfather was a 
trustee. His name was Walter 
Coddington.” 

"Another note was received 
from Ida (King) Messenger. 

“T thought I would let you 
know that I attended Wilson 
School. It stood on a road run- 
ning off Rt. 135 past the little log 
church. It was down the road 
perhaps a mile and a half to two 
miles, just before a person 
reached the B.&O. railroad 
tracks. 

"It was aone room school with 
seven grades. It was hard to heat 
in winter with only one Burnside 
stove. When it was very cold, the 
older girls and the teacher made 
a pot of potato soup with pota- 
toes, onions, mild and so on 
brought to school by the students. 
The water bucket with dipper 
stood in one corner. As a privi- 
lege, we were allowed by twos to 
carry water from a spring way 
below the schoolhouse. 

"A girl and a boy toilet were 
outside, also a coal house with 
loose coal. Our playground wasa 
rope swing hanging from a large 
oak tree and we had a home- 
made seesaw. We would also 
choose two teams and play dodge 
ball.” | 
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Theatre Entertainment In Garrett 
County 


Ed. Note: From time to time, 
questions are asked about enter- 
tainment in the past in Garrett 
County. Back in December 1973, 
David W. Gonder, son of BI. 
Gonder, prepared the following 
article for The Glades Star. It is 
reprinted here in order to answer 
some of the entertainment ques- 
tions for those who may have 
missed the 1973 article. 

The Rev. Fr. David W. Gonder 
died on June 5, 1990. 

Theatre entertainment came 
to Garrett County in the 1890s 
at Offutt’s Hall over Offutt’s Store 
on Second Street. This building 
was on the site of the present 
Rudy’s Department Store. 
Dances were held there, and oc- 
casionally a Vaudeville troupe 
would come to town and putona 
show. On one occasion the hired 
help from the Deer Park Hotel 
held a cake-walk in this hall, and 
a large number of local citizens 
attended. 

In the 1890s, Chautauqua 
started at Mtn. Lake Park. It 
was held for a month every sum- 
mer for a number of years, and 
local families would pack a lunch 
and go by hack to spend the day. 
Chautauqua was held at the 
Camp Meeting Building first and 
later at the new Amphitheatre, 
which seated 5,000 people. Some 
of the lecturers who came to Mt. 
Lake were William Howard Taft, 
Wilham Jennings Bryan, and Er- 
nest Thompson Seton. Sam Jones 
also appeared on one occasion. 

During 1895, John Shartzer 
built the Opera House in Oak- 
land. D.E. Bolden was the con- 


tractor, and the four-story struc- 
ture was constructed on the cor- 
ner of Second and Green streets. 
In later years, the first floor was 
occupied by Hinebaugh’s Restau- 
rant until the building was razed 
to make way from the new Gar- 
rett National Bank. The second 
floor was used for offices and 
apartments, while the Opera 
House itself was on the third and 
fourth floors. 
Entertainment Programs 

The opening program of the 
Opera House was a showing of 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin, which was 
put on by one of the many stock 
companies which came to the 
area. 

Mortimer’s Troupe came once 
a year and stayed for a week. 
They put on a different show 
every night, charged 35 cents 
admission, and always played to 
a packed house. Political meet- 
ings, medicine shows, vaudeville 
acts, glass blowing demonstra- 
tions, lectures and home talent 
plays were also part of the pro- 
grams at the Opera House. 

One of the regular actors for 
the home talent plays was 
Charles A. Tower, who always 
played the villain and Elizabeth 
Leary often played the leading 
lady. Sometimes the children of 
Oakland would put on a show. 
They were coached by Mrs. 
Nanniene Offutt and Mrs. E.Z. 
Tower, who made crepe paper 
dresses for the girls in the show. 
There was always a large crowd 
in attendance, and those who 
occupied the balcony ate roasted 
peanuts and often threw the 
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shells on the crowd below. 
Another Opera House 

In 1911, the Knights of 
Pythias erected a three-story 
building on South Third Street 
at the present location of Rolyan’s 
parking lot. (Now the parking lot 
for the District Court.) This build- 
ing was constructed from timber 
and other materials salvaged 
from the dismantled Oakland 
Hotel. It housed a theatre on the 
first two floors, and lodge rooms 
on the third floor. 

The theatre section of the K. 
of P. building was named the 
Maryland Theatre and was used 
for road shows such as The Cow 
in the Moon, and Madam Butter- 
fly, vaudeville, and other special 
programs. It was used much the 
same way that the Shartzer Op- 
era House had been used previ- 
ously. The theatre was leased to 
and operated by W.A. Gonder 
and CharlesA. Tower until 1922, 
when it was taken over by the 
Spates brothers of Frostburg for 
a motion picture theatre. 

The Movies 

Although they were overshad- 
owed by vaudeville and home 
talent productions, motion pic- 
tures appeared in Oakland about 
1902. They were shown in the 
George Miller building on Oak 
Street where the Ray Teets Ga- 
rage now stands. (Presently the 
base for Southern Garrett County 
Rescue Squad operations.) It was 
a nickelodeon theatre operated 
by Bill Clark. He operated at this 
location for a few years and then 
moved to the Arthur Townshend 
building on Alder Street. This 
was in operation until about 
1910, when S.A. Nally and his 
wife, parents of James Nally, 


opened the Empire Theatre. 
(Part of Englander’s Pharmacy 
now occupies this site.) 

The Empire Theatre was op- 
erated as a nickelodeon for a 
while, and then it was changed 
to a regular motion picture the- 
atre. Admission charge was 5 
cents. All movies in those days 
were “silent” but accompanied 
by piano playing. Bess Hine- 
baugh and Mrs. Estelle Rasche 
Treacy played the piano for these 
movies; at times Noreen Tygart 
furnished vocal accompaniment 
and Rasche Robertson played the 
saxophone. 

Since there was only one pro- 
jector in the theatre, the patrons 
had to wait, sometimes impa- 
tiently, for the next reel to be 
threaded into the machine. The 
projector was a hand-cranked 
machine, and some of the early 
operators were Bernard Fla- 
herty, Grove Stemple, Bernard 
Nally, and James Nally. 

One night when Grover Stem- 
ple was operating the projector, 
a reel of film caught fire, and he 
removed it from the machine, 
carried it outside, burning his 
hands badly. 

The movie which drew the 
largest attendance at the Em- 
pire was The Sinking of The Ti- 
tanic. When The Ten Command- 
ments was run it was the second 
showing 1n the United States. It 
had been run only in Atlantic 
City before Oakland and was 
shown in New York City after 
the Oakland showing. 

Bernard Nally recalled that 
some of the most popular actors 
and actresses of that time were 
Alkali Ike, comedian; William S. 
Hart, William Dustin Farnum, 
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Fatty Arbuckle, Mary Pickford, 
Norma and Constance Talmage. 
Movie Sounds 

In 1917 and again in 1919, 
Lyman H. Howell brought a 
movie with sound effects to Oak- 
land. These sound effects were 
created by Mr. Howell himself to 
go along with the film and made 
a sensational hit with the local 
people. 

Many of the films that were 
run in the theatre at that time 
were brought in by a promoter. 
Bernard Nally recalled that when 
Jesse James was showing in 
town, several life-size figures of 
the James brothers and other 
members of the cast were dis- 
played in the lobby ofthe theatre 
for promotional purposes. 

One of the longest movies 
shown at the Empire was Dia- 
mond in the Sky. It took about 
nine hours to show because the 
film broke and had tobe repaired 
so many times. One of the big 
drawing cards for attendance was 
The Perils of Pauline. It was a 
serial that showed an exciting 
episode one night a week for a 
number of weeks. 

School children were always 
provided with a matinee for all 
historical movies; there was al- 
ways free admission to children 
under twelve years of age. 

The auditorium of the Em- 
pire Theatre was occasionally 
used as a basketball court, and 
many traveling teams came to 
play there. The game which drew 
the largest attendance was 
played by local men and was 
billed as “The Married Men ver- 
sus The Single Men.” 

The Empire remainedin busi- 
ness until 1924, when it was 


leased to Bernard I. Gonder and 
Stuart F. Hamill. They remod- 
eled and reseated the theatre 
and bought two new electric 
driven projectors with high in- 
tensity lamps. During the time 
they operated this theatre the 
renamed it the Grand. Some of 
the piano players during this 
time were Estelle Rasche Treacy, 
Frances Hamill, and Greg Da- 
vidson; the projectionist was 
James Nally. 


PART II 

In 1927, the Grand Theatre 
was sold to the Spates brothers 
of Frostburg, who had been show- 
ing motion pictures at the Mary- 
land Theatre since 1922. The 
reason for the sale was because 
of insufficient patronage to jus- 
tify two movie theatres in Oak- 
land. One of the two had to be 
closed, so the Spates brothers 
closed the Grand, transferred its 
equipment to Frostburg, and con- 
tinued operation of the Mary- 
land with Bernard I. Gonder as 
its manager. 

A fire damaged the Maryland 
in 1928, and it had to be closed 
for repairs. At that time sound 
was added to films shown there 
by using more or less synchro- 
nized phonograph records. In 
1931 new projectors with arc 
lamps were installed. By that 
time sound had been added to 
the film and the problem of syn- 
chronization was eliminated. 

This time was also part of the 
Great Depression, and B.I. 
Gonder was forced to carry the 
burden of maintaining the the- 
atre at his own expense or see it 
close. Hence, in 1934, he pur- 
chased and refurbished the 
Maryland Theatre. 
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With the end of the Depres- 
sion, theatre business reached 
an apex. In 1937 new projectors 
were installed. In 1944, the the- 
atre was completely remodeled 
and new seats were installed. 
The large stage was cut back 
since there was little need for a 
stage at all, but there was a need 
for additional seating capacity. 

By 1954, the entire motion 
picture industry was feeling the 
effects of television, and Mary- 
land Theatre admissions were 
decreasing. One attempt to in- 
crease the number of admissions 
was the installation of a wide 
screen and Cinemascope. The 
first Cinemascope film to be 
shown at the Maryland was The 
Robe and every showing played 
to a packed house. 

Change Of Ownership 

In November 1968, Mr. Gon- 
der was elected to the Maryland 
Senate. Due to this fact, increased 
demands in other business, and 
his advancing age, he decided to 
sell his theatres. Thus in Janu- 
ary 1959, he sold the Maryland 
Theatre in Oakland and the 
Grandin Friendsville to Mr. and 
Mrs. Harvey Speicher and Mrs. 
Hazel Harvey. Three years later, 
they refurbished and reseated 
the Maryland, using seats pur- 
chased from the Village theatre 
in Salisbury, Pa., which had just 
closed. 

On October 9, 1963, the Mary- 
land was completely destroyed 
by fire. The film Seven Seas to 
Calais, which was to have been 
shown that evening, was still in 
the metal cans in the fire-proof 
projection booth, and was not 
damaged. 

Some of the people who fur- 


nished piano accompaniment in 
the early days at the Maryland 
were William Gibson, Elizabeth 
Towler, Anna Gonder Dixon, and 
Ruth Brown. Projectionists over 
the years were Albert Kahl, Vic- 
tor Tasker, Bernard I. Gonder, 
Jr., Wendell Turney, Theodore 
Stockslager, Harry Fauber, John 
Purbaugh, Harry Glaze, Byron 
C. Moon, David W. Gonder, 
Albert Cosner, and Fred Tichnell. 
Entertainment In Kitzmiller 

At Kitzmiller in 1904, a the- 
atre was built by Harley Warnick 
and B.M. Simmonds. It was 
called Warnick Hall and enter- 
tainment there was similar to 
Oakland’s opera house. It was 
torn down in 1924 and Kitzmiller 
High School was erected on the 
site. 

In 1908, Mrs. Suzan Pew built 
a three-story frame building in 
Kitzmiller. The first story was 
rented as a clothing store; the 
third story was used as a lodge 
room by the Fraternal Order of 
Eagles and later by the miners' 
local union for a meeting room. 

The second story became the 
Maryland theatre and was first 
used by traveling vaudeville 
troupes and later for motion pic- 
tures. 

It seated 400 people, but the 
first several rows in the front 
were benches for children. The 
stage was 20 feet wide and 18 
feet deep with footlights along 
the front. At each end of the stage 
were two dressing rooms. 

G. Burt Pew was the first man- 
ager of the Maryland in Kitz- 
miller; Frank Pew and then 
Grant Pew succeeded him. The 
Alpine Chain of theatres leased 
the Maryland and changed its 
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name to The Alpine. A Mr. 
Thrush was engaged as man- 
ager, and Mrs. Lena Doll was 
hired as projectionist. In 1961, 
the theatre closed and the build- 
ing was torn down to make way 
for the flood wall, which was built 
along the Potomac River at 
Kitzmiller. 
Other Places 

In 1933, Bernard I. Gonder 
purchased a 16mm sound projec- 
tor and a portable screen, rented 
feature-length films, and showed 
movies one night a week in each 
of the three nearby C.C.C. camps 
in the county. Bernard I. Gonder 
was the projectionist and the 
admission charge was 15 cents. 
This practice was continued un- 
til the camps were closed. 

Mr. Gonder bought and re- 
modeled a building on Walnut 
Street in Friendsville in 1937. 
He brought in equipment from 
the Maryland Theatre in Oak- 
land and opened the Grand The- 
atre. The Friendsville Theatre 
showed feature films two nights 
a week until Mr. Gonder sold it 
to Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Speicher 
and Mrs. Hazel Harvey in 1959. 
They sold it in 1961, and a bowl- 
ing alley was installed in the 
building; unfortunately, the 
place was destroyed by fire in 
1962. Projectionists for the 
Grand were Edward Barthol- 
omew, Ernest Friend, Clyde Van 
Sickle, Fred Tichnell, and David 
Gonder. 

Two More Motion Picture 
Theatres 

Two more theatres were 
opened by Mr. Gonder: the Na- 
tional Theatre in Grantville, and 
later, the New Theatre in Loch 
Lynn. 


In 1944, Mr. Gonder used the 
elementary school building in 
Grantsville and opened the Na- 
tional Theatre. He equipped a 
booth with 35mm projectors and 
sound equipment and used mov- 
able screens in the school audito- 
rium. This theatre showed fea- 
ture films two nights weekly, and 
Edwin Elias was the projection- 
ist. He continued to operate this 
theatre until 1949 when he 
leased the first floor of a building 
in Loch Lynn Heights from the 
Oddfellows Lodge. He moved the 
equipment from Grantsville to 
Loch Lynn and opened the New 
Theatre. Movies were shown two 
nights a week, with Byron Moon 
as projectionist. Lack of busi- 
ness forced him to close the the- 
atre in 1951. 

Drive In Theatres 

Carl and Mary Kisner opened 
Garrett County’s first drive-in 
theatre. It was called the Para- 
dise and was located on Route 4 
(Sand Flat Road). The sound sys- 
tem for this theatre consisted of 
bull-horns located over the 
screen. Patrons had to keep their 
car windows down in order to 
hear and often had to keep their 
motors running and the heaters 
turned on. 

In 1954, Mr. and Mrs. Harvey 
Speicher and Mrs. Hazel Harvey 
opened the 219 Drive-In Theatre 
on Rt. 219 at Sand Flat. That 
same summer, Paradise Drive- 
in closed as patrons much pre- 
ferred the 219 Drive-In, which 
was equipped with individual car 
speakers. The Speichers and Mrs. 
Harvey continued to operate the 
219 Drive-In until 1973, when 
they sold it to Mr. and Mrs. Rob 
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American Legion Drum Corps 
362-4 illus. 
archaeology Friendsville 388- 


9,392 
B 
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad 446 
Barnum, WV 162-5, 174 illus. 
Beachy, Leo 113-4, illus. 244 
illus., 346 
Benson, Ezra Danile 166, 179 
Bible - New Testament for blind 
193-5 illus. 
Boal, Robert 438 
Browning, George 39-43 
Browning, Richard 5S. “Dick” 127- 
8 illus., 180 


C 


Calderwood, Ruth 232 obit. 

Casselman River 85 illus. 

Casselman River Bridge 314 

Castleman River Railroad 14-7, 
29 illus. 

census, 1800, 126 

churches 
Emmanuel Church, Corunna 
189-91 
Faith Evangelical Free 
Church 146-9 illus. 
Loch Lynn Evangelical United 
Brethren Church, 146-9 illus. 
St. Paul's Evangelical Luth- 
eran Church (Accident) 10-3 
illus.; 203-4 illus. 

Civil War 385-7 illus. 
Gettysburg, Battle of (“noise 
of thunder”) 201 
newspaper account of end of 
war and Lincoln’s assassina- 
tion 321-3 illus. 

Civilian Conservation Corps 
404,406 

Commercial Hotel, Oakland 119 
illus. 

Confluence and Oakland Rail- 


road 39-45 illus. 
Cosner, Lawrence 73,234 illus. 
Crook, George, Gen. 3, 45, 69-72 
illus. 
Custer family 439 


D 


Davis, Md. 15-7, 345-7. 359 illus. 

Davis Store 305 

Daylight Saving Time contro- 
versy 22-5 

Deep Creek Lake Water Carni- 
vals 353-4 illus., 379-81 illus. 

Deer Park Cottages 
Pennington Cottage 323-4 

DeWitt, Clifford 234 illus. 

Drane family 437 

Dunbar, Thomas Col. 34 


E 


entertainment 463-71 


F 


Fairs 46-8, 57-9 illus. 

Feather Rock petroglyphs 182-5, 
191 illus. 

festivals 
Autumn Glory Festival 274 
illus. 

floods 
flood of 1985 295-7 
flood impoundment dams 
382-3 illus. 

foundry, W. Salisbury , PA 18-9 
ulus. 

Franklin, William P., Capt. 137, 
151 illus. 

Frazier, John 3 


G 


Garrett County 
Centennial Celebration 281- 
29254 
early history 194 

Garrett County Historical Soci- 
ety Museum 1538, 157-60, 
illus. 
198-9, 241-3, 280, 306-10, 319- 
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20, 352, 360-1, 395, 399-406, 
440-1, (lists of donations in- 
cluded) 

222-3 (old museum) 
moving and opening new mu- 
seum 228-9, 259-61 

genealogy 98, 112 

Glades Star (old newspaper) 230 
illus. 

Glendale Bridge 264-8 illus., 283, 
288-9, 311 illus. 

Gnegy, John S. 109-11 

gold miners from Garrett County 
102-11 illus. 115, 121-5 illus. 


127-8, 179-81 
Grusendorf window 186-8 
H 
Hoye Crest 86-8 illus., 141 illus. 
I 


Indian camp sites and trails 388- 
9,392 

Indians on train, Oakland 434 

Isaac's Camp 99 


J 
Jennings, MD 14-7, 29 illus. 
Jones house 61-2, 119 


L 


Little Meadows 100-1 


M 


map, Benjamin Winslow 97, 112 
Maryland Rangers 356-8 illus. 
McCullough, Jessie 152 obit. 
McHenry family 174 
Miller distillery 302-5 illus. 
mills 
Reckart Mill, Cranesville WV 
1-2 illus., 26-32 illus. 
Stanton’s Mill, Grantsville 82- 
5 illus. 
Mineral Spring 224-6 illus. 
“monster” in Sang Run 439 
Murley’s Run 219 illus. 


N 


names, geographical 311 
New Germany 63-7 illus. 


O 


Oakland Railroad Station 
LEAS S| 
le 


Penn Alps 33-4 illus. 
Preston County records 472 


q 


Quaker community, Bran- 
donville, WV 443 


R 


Reckner, Daniel 284-7 
Revolutionary Rangers 100 
Ridder, Henry 385-7 illus. 
Ridder, Kenneth E. 152 obit. 
Rock Lodge 420-3 illus. 
Ryan’s Glade 424-6, 423 


S 
schools 461 
Black Hawk School 271-2 
Compton School 6-9 illus. 
Elder Hill School 460 
Mason School 430, 432 
Mount Zion School 269-70 
illus. 
Oak Hill School 78-81 illus. 
Shade Run School 458 
Sharpless School 460 
Swanton School 460 
Wilson School 462 
Yough Glades Elementary 
School 394,416-7 illus. 
schools, one room 348-51 illus. 
390-1, 431 
St. John’s Rock 204-5 illus. 227 
Stanley P. Smith Family Foun- 
dation 399 
Steyer, MD 341-5 illus. 
Stieringer, Matthew 427-9 illus. 


T 


television programs 365-6, 392 
illus. 

tennis tournaments, Mountain 
Lake Park, 138-40, 145 illus. 

theatres 463-71 

tombstones 262-3 illus. 285-7 
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ulus. 
tornadoes, 1998 427-9illus. 435 
Turney, Jack R., Judge 384-5 


U 


USS Garrett County 137, 151 


V 


Virginia Iron Furnace 407-9 


illus. 
Ww 


Warnick, WV 162-5, 174 illus. 
Washington, George 101 
Welling, Wiley 439 
Western Maryland Railroad 298- 
301, 305 illus. 
Winslow, Benjamin 97, 112 
Winslow, Caleb 192 obit. 
World War II 
veterans 20-1 illus. 
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ert D. Hoag. 

Projectionists at these the- 
atres were Byron Moon, Harry 
Fauber, Fred Tichnell, David 
Gonder, Albert Cosner, James 
Kenner and Joseph DeWitt, Jr. 

The Garrett County 
Playhouse 

The Garrett County Play- 
house opened its doors for the 
first time with the production of 
“Blithe Spirit.” It was located at 
Deep Creek Lake ina barn known 
as Arden’s Boat Club. The pro- 
ducer-director of the playhouse 
was Gene Yell, Professor of 
Drama at the University of New 
Mexico. In the beginning his ac- 
tors were all students from the 
University, but in later years he 
drew in many young profession- 
als from New York and other 
places. In 1962 the barn-theatre 
burned and the Dennett Road 
School auditorium was used for 
a period of two weeks until a new 


location could be found. The 
present home of the Playhouse, 
the Blue Barn, was found and 
made ready for use as a theatre 
in these two weeks. 

Every club and organization 
in the county has supported the 
Playhouse in the advance sale of 
season tickets. Many of the citi- 
zens do volunteer work with the 
Playhouse staff and perform a 
wide variety of tasks. Professor 
Yell is extremely grateful to the 
citizens of Garrett County for 
their support of the Playhouse 
and is proud to feel that it has 
become an integral part of our 
community. 

Refreshment Time 

A popcorn machine was 
bought in the early 1930s and 
put in the lobby of the Maryland 
Theatre in Oakland. The public 
liked the refreshment idea and 
sales were good from the begin- 
ning. Later, candy and soft drinks 
were sold and, at the drive-ins, 
this expanded to sandwiches, 
French fries and coffee. From 
the simple beginning of popcorn, 
the refreshment concession be- 
came an important of the movie 
business profit. 

Look Back Over The Years 

Mr. Gonder observed that over 
the years the general public liked 
“war films” and that children did 
not like the “news” reels that 
preceded the feature picture. 
While the “news” was on, the 
youngsters made trips tothe rest 
rooms and bought popcorn, candy 
and soft drinks. 

Some of the patrons seemed 
to derive pleasure from cutting 
the upholstery of the seats and 
pulling out the padding. Itwasa 
constant battle to keep the seats 
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in good repair. 

Snow White and The Seven 
Dwarfs was the first feature- 
length cartoon and probably 
shown to the greatest number of 
patrons of any film during the 
time he operated the theatres. 
All Walt Disney films played to 
packed houses, and patrons were 
of all ages. 

Originally there was no Sun- 
day entertainment as it was out- 
lawed by county Blue Laws. In 
the late 1930s Mr. Gonder had a 
bill introduced in the State Leg- 
islature to put the issue of Sun- 
day entertainment to a public 
referendum vote. The voters de- 
cided that Sunday entertainment 
should be allowed, and so it be- 
came legal to show movies on the 
Sabbath. 


Where Was (Is) 
Bier, Md. 


Once in a while a puzzling 
historical question arises whose 
answer is lost in time. A page 
from material about the West 
Virginia Central and Pittsburgh 
Railway presents a question of 
this sort. The material revolves 
around a man named Philip A. 
Bier, who owned a canning fac- 
tory at Bier, Md.; the article gives 
the following description. 

“Judge Bier is the West Vir- 
ginia Central agent at Bier, hasa 
large brick factory and a general 
mercantile house; owns a fine 
valley farm, on which he grows 
most of his own fruit and veg- 
etables for his cannery, and is the 
kind of a man that you can have 
the most implicit confidence in.” 

Can any of the Society mem- 
bers give some information about 
the location of Bier, Md? 


Preston County 


Comet 


Ed. Note: In the Preston 
County Historical Society’s Now 
..and Long Ago, for Fall 1996, 
there appeared a story about a 
large meteor which fell near 
Howesvuille in 1920. Research of 
the Preston County Journal, pro- 
duced the following story. 

Blazing across the November 
evening sky, it was bright as 
lightening and created its own 
thunderous shock wave. The 
meteor was in view for less than 
a minute before it crashed to 
earth, but it was so spectacular 
that one journalist dubbed it the 
“Preston County Comet.” 

The hunk of molten metal 
from outer space flashed through 
the sky between 7 and 8 p.m. on 
November 22, 1920. Itcrashed to 
earth near Howesville, five miles 
south of Kingwood. Although no 
one was killed, the noise of the 
impact explosion was heard 
many miles away. 

There were scores of broken 
windows in Howesville. Resi- 
dents were stunned by the loud 
noise and flash of light from the 
explosion. 

The meteor hit near the cen- 
ter of the community,only 10 feet 
from the railroad tracks. An au- 
tomobile traveling along the 
highway near the railroad had 
its windshield blown out, but the 
occupants remained un-injured. 

When Thanksgiving Day, 
1920, came three days later, the 
people of Howesville offered ex- 
tra 'thanks' that no one had been 
seriously injured, and there was 
a minimum of property damage 
in the town from the “Preston 
County Comet.” 
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All Was Not Lost! 


For anyone who has done ge- 
nealogical research the worse 
thing that can happen is to come 
across the words, “... records lost 
in a fire.” It brings the research 
to an abrupt end. Many court 
houses and other buildings were 
constructed of wood, and some- 
how the inevitable happened; the 
building burned down and all 
records were lost. 

The burning of Kingwood’s 
Preston County Court House in 
1869 was pure arson, but the 
result was the same as if the fire 
had been an accident; Preston 
County records were lost. How- 
ever, a resourceful researcher 
named Roy L. Lockhart of Park- 
ersburg, W.Va., found that du- 
plicate copies of records for many 
of Virginia’s counties were sent 
to Richmond, Va. (Remember, 
this was before the Civil War.) 
Preston County was one of those 
counties which dutifully sent 
their records annually to Rich- 
mond from 1853 to 1860. 

Mr. Lockhart retrieved some 
4,000 record entries of informa- 
tion from Richmond and had them 
printed and bound with a spiral 
binding in a book of 282 pages. He 
presented one copy of his book to 
the Garrett County Historical 
Society to be a part of the genea- 
logical library collection. 

The book is separated into 
three different sections: records 
of births from 1853 to 1860, 
records of marriages from 1853 
to 1860, and records of deaths 
from 1853 to 1859. Each section 


is carefully indexed and contains 
quite a lot of relevant informa- 
tion. For example, the marriage 
records carry the names of brides 
and grooms, names of their par- 
ents, and the name of the parson 
who conducted the marriage cer- 
emony. 

“Preston County WV (then Va) 
Records 1853-1860” can be pur- 
chased by sending $20.00 plus 
$1.80 for mailing (add $1.20 to 
West Virginia residents for tax) 
to: Preston County Historical So- 
ciety, 102 Aurora Avenue, Terra 
Alta, WV 26764. 


Binding Of 


Volume 8 


The December 1998 issue of 
The Glades Star will mark the 
completion of Volume No. 8 of 
the magazine. Begun in March 
1996, Volume No. 8 will contain 
over 480 pages when the final 
issue is printed. 

Copies of Volume 8 set aside 
for the purpose of binding will be 
offered for sale sometime next 
pring. As yet, a final price for the 
bound volume has not been de- 
termined. 

As in the past, members of 
the Historical Society may have 
their individual copies of The 
Glades Star bound at the same 
time. Final price for this binding 
will be around $20.00. 

Members who want their per- 
sonal copies bound are asked to 
tie the copies in a bundle and 
bring them to the Oakland 
branch of the Ruth Enlow Li- 
brary sometime during the last 
week in January 1999. 
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